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ELEVENTH AND TWELFTH REPOKT 



RISON ASSOCIATION 



NEW-TORK, 



FOB 18^3 AND 18^6; 



DfOLnrara a usi at ths 



OFFICERS AND HEHBEB8. 



[: Iiie to Ike UgidatoR, lank 19, ISH. 



flu TU MunuJuiB, ramsx to ueuLumK 
1857. 



SU»tt 0t ^NTrtn^iloirft^ 



No. 145 



IN SENATE, MARCH 19, 1857. 



Elefenth and Twelfth Annual Report of the New-Tork 

Prison Association. 



New-York, March 19, 1867. 

To the Hon. Henbt L. Selden, 

Lent. Crov. of the State of Jfew-York : 

Sir — In compliance with the sixth section of the charter of 
the New- York Prison Association, I herewith transmit the 
eleventh and twelfth annual reports of said Association, and 
request that the same may be presented to the Legislature. 

I am very respectfully, 

JOHN STANTON GOULD, 
Corresponding Secretary JV*. F. Prison Association. 



[Senate, No. 146.] 



[u,n.,l,5QQ?.k-\ 



i 



OFFICERS OF THE PRISON ASSOCIATION OF NEW-TORE 

FOR 1855-6. 



I 



PreMent, 
Hon. FRAKOtS B. TILLOn. 

Vie$'Pr$9id$iUi» 

JAMES H. TITUS, 
BBNSSBLAER N. HAVENS, 
JOHN D. BUSS, M.I)., 
JOHN H. GRISOOM, M.D. 

Corr$iponding Secretary. 
JOHN STANTON GOULD. 

Recording Suretary. 
JAMES 0. HALDEN. 



Treaeurer. 
HENBT A. OAKLET. 

Executive Cammitteep 
Chftlrmaii— JOHN H. GRISOOM. 



FifMnce Cofntntttee, 



WM. 0. OILMAN, 
W. D. MABSHALL, 



CLAYTON NEWBOLD, 
0. P. WOODFORD, 



H. A. OAKLET. 



CammUtee on Detentions. 



ISRAEL BUSSELL, ChainiiAii. 
C. A. DAVISON, 
BOL. JENNBB, 
BALSMir. WALES, 



JOHN H. EETSEB, 
GEO. E. BAKER, 
WM. ALLEK BTn^USB^ 
GLABSLBOH GBiOfLni^* 
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Priio* Di$cipUn4 CommUt6€* 

B. N. HAVENS, Chtinnui. JOHN H. GBISCOMy 

HoH. J. W. EDMONDS, Hoh. GEOBGE HALL, 

How. 0. A. PBABODT, JAS. H. TITUS, 

PBTBB S. CUTLBB, T. B. BBONSON, 

JAS. 0. HOLDEN, Jr., D. BUSS. 

JHicharged CofUfiet CammUti: 

BICHABD BEED, Chairnuui, OTIS D. SWAN, 

H. K. JESSUP, STEPHEN OUTTEB, 

ISAAC T. SMITH, B. L. MAOQMBEB, 

T. SAOKETT. 

ABBAHAM BEAL, Gwral Ag^fU. BIOHABD WAKE, FinamM Ag^iHt. 



tft^iRi fSEVHiSiS ^f ^Ai PRl^6if AmM^mii 



OSCAB I.> King of Swedan and Korway. 
Hdli. JOHK DUER) Neir-Tork* 
Hon. B. F. BUTLER, '* 
Hon. JOHN W. EDMONDS, New-ToA. 
ABRAHAM VAN NEST, Efq., '* 



tOUtt&timim MEMBERS 

8IN0B THE ORGANIZATION IN 1844. 

A. BE TOCQITEYILLE, ) 

G. DE BEAUMONT, V Member of the InfliiatioD of FniMe. 

M. CH. LUCAS, ; 

M. DEMETZ, MemlJre da Oongell Genenl da Deportment da 8ifln»-et-0ii^ etc, Pirii. 

M. G. BLOUET, Aidhiteet da GoaTemment. 

J. G. PEBRT, Esq., Inipector of Priwna of Grofti Britain. 

OOL. JEBB, Sarreyor General of tho P^Imbb huH Dlreetor of the OonTiBt PriKni of Gieal 

Britain. 
EDWIN OHADWIOK, Eiq., London. 
Dr.VERDEIL, Member of the Great Oovadl, ^loa Pjrtridtnt of tho Conneii of Health, at 

Laoiaane, Switierland. 
Dr. G06SE, Genera, Switierland. 
JACOB POST, Beq., London. 

•Ber. L. DWIGHT, Seeretory of Priion Difdpline Sofliety, Boiton, 
FRANCIS LIBBER, Professor of History and Political PhUosopl^, Colombia, 8. 0.« Cor. 

Memb. of the Institate of France. 
WM. P. FOULEE, Esq., Philadelphia. 

M. MORE AU CHRISTOPHB, Cheralier of the Legion of Honor, FiroDee. 
Dr. YARRENTHRAP, Germany. 
8. G. HOWE, M. D., Boston. 
Mias D. L. DIX, Boston, Massaehasetts. 
Prof. NATHAN DAVID, Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Hon. CHARLES SUMNER, Boston. 
Pief. I. L. TELLKAMPF, Berlin, Pmssia. 
JOHN HAYILAND, Prison Aiehiteot, Philadelphia. 
GSOBGB SUMNER, Esq., Boston. 

N. B.— Tho Physleian or Warden, or Keeper of eaoh Penitentiary are, ex olBol^ Cb im 
poadlasg Aonboii of tho EzeeatiTO Committee. 

•Deoeoied. 
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HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS OP THE EXECU- 
TIVE COMMITTEE 

BY PAYMENT OF ONE HUND&ED DOLLARS OB UPWABDS. 



BOOBMAK, JAMES 
BROWN, JABHES 
OROSBT, WM. B. 
DELANO, JAS. WABREN 
LENOX, JAMBS 
J. WALTER WOOD, 

BBV. WM. ANDBEWS, 



CiiyofNwf'York. 

MINTUBN, ROBERT B. 
PARKER, CHARLES 
WALKER, JOSEPH 
WOOD, WILLIAM 
WOOLSET, E. J. 

Tray, N, Y. 

REV. DR. BEEMAN. 

Paughk$9p9Uf N. F. 
BEY. H. G. LUDLOW, 

BEY. MB. DARLING. 

M^riden, Coim. 
BEY. G. W. PERKINS. 



LIFE MEMBERS 



Of the Association^ by payment of twenty-Jive dollars and upwards. 



Alsop, J. W. 
Aspinwall. W. H. 
Astor, Wm. B. 

• 

Barclay, Anthony 
Barday, Henry 
Bard, John 
Barron, Thomas 
Bartlett, Edwin 
Beebee, S. J. 

B- , J. Jas. 

Belmont, August 
Bennett, Jas. G. 
Benzou; E. L. 
Blanco, B. 
Boorman,Jas. 
Brevoort, H. 
Breevort, J. Carson 
Bridge, L. K. 
Bridge, John 
Bronson, Mrs. Arthur 
Brooks, Sidney 
Broom, S. 
Brown, Stewart 
Brown, Jas. 
Bruce, Geo. 
Bushnell, 0. 
Butler, B. F. 
Bliss, Ira, 
Chauncey, Henry 



Collins, E. K. 
Corse, Israel 
Curtiss, Cyrus 
DaJy, Chas. P, 
Dekhan, H. C. 
Douglass, Wm. H. 
Douglas, George 
Duer, John 
Edmonds, J. W. 
Engs, P. W. 
Field, B. H. 
Field, H. W. 
Fish, Hamilton 
Foster, Jr., James 
Freeland, J. 
Furniss, W. P. 
Garner, P. 
Gilson, John 
Graham, J. B. 
Gregory, D. S. 
Green, J. C. 
Grinnell, Henry 
Grosvenor, Jnsper 
Halstead, Wra. H. 
Hedges, Timothy 
Herrickj J. K. 
Herrings, S. C. 
Horn, Jas. 
Howland, G. G. 
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Howland, S. S. 
Howlaiid, Edgar W. 
Hunt, Thos. 
Hussey, George F. 
IrviDg^ Richard 
Jay, John 
Jaffiray, J. R. 
Johnson, Alex. S. 
Johnston, John 
Jones, James J. 
Jones, Walter R. 
Kirkland, S. 
Langdon, Mrs. 
Leeds, Sam'l. 
Lenox, James 
Lekoy, Jacob 
Lekoy, Jacob R. 
Leupp, C. M. 
Lord, Rufus L. 
Lorillard, Jr., Peter 
Low, Cornelius 
Low, Nicholas 
Mann, A. 
Mathews, J. 
McBride, Jas. 
McCoun, Wm. T. 
Morgan, E. D. 
Murray, Lindley 
Morgan, M. 
Naylor & Co. 
Nevins, R. H. 

Newell, •Wm. 
Niblo, Wm. 
Norrie, A. 
O'Conor, C. 
Olyphant, D. W. 0. 
Outhout, Wm. 
Palmer, John J. 



Parmly, E. 
Pell, P. 
Phalon, J. 
Ray, Robert 
Rhinelander, Wm. C. 
Robert, C. R. 
Rosevelt, C. V. S. 
Ruggles, S. B. 
Russell, Israel 
Sampson, Joseph 
Sands, David 
Schermerhorn, Peter 
Selden, Dudley 
Sherman, Austin 
Spencer, Wm. A. 
Sturges, Jonathan 
Stuyvesant, Gterard 
Suaroz, L. J. 
Swan, Otis D.* 
Talbot, Chas. N. 
Titus, Jas. H. 
Townsend, S. P. 
Trumble, George 
Van Nesty Abraham 
Yannostrand, James 
Van Rensselaer, P. S. 
Van Rensselaer, P. S. Jr. 
Walker, W. 
Ward, A. 
Wetmore P. M. 
White, Ely 

Whitney, Stephen 
Winthrop, B. R. 
Winslop, R. H. 
Wilderming, Wm. E. 
Willetts, Samuel 
Wolfe, John D. 
Woolsey, E. J. 
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Salisbury J Herkimer county ^ JSTew-York. — Burrell, D, 

Brooklyn, Long Island. — ^Packer, Wm. S. 

Poughkeepsiey Jfew- York, Yassar, M. 

Waterbury^ Connecticut. 
Rev. J. C. Ark. Rev. Mr. Elliott. 

Meriden, Connecticut. — Rev. Mr. Searles. 



CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE NEW-YORK PRISON ASSOCIA- 
TION IN 1856. 

J. Walter Wood, $100 00 

Bobert B. Minturn, 50 00 

James Boorman, 50 00 

E. J. Woolsey, 50 00 

Duncan, Sherman & Co., 50 00 

J. & A. Petrie & Co., 25 00 

R.H.Win8low, 25 00 

George Bruce, 25 00 

George T. Trimble, 25 00 

Solomon Jenner, 25 00 

J. C. Holden, 25 00 

James H. Titus, 25 00 

Stephen Cutter, 25 00 

W.S. Oilman, 25 00 

J. R. Jaffray & Sons, '. 25 00 

Charles N. Talbot, 25 00 

Robert B. Minturn, (2d contribution,) . . 25 00 

W. C. Rhinelander, 25 00 

James Brown, 25 00 

George Douglas, 25 00 

Naylor&Co., 25 00 

R. H. Winslow, (2d con.,) 25 00 

George Bruce, do 25 00 

E. H. Gillilan, 20 00 

DavidSands, 20 00 

W.B.Astor, 20 00 

W.B. Crosby, 20 00 

Goodhue & Co., 20 00 

RobertRay, 20 00 
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JohnJ.Palmer $20 00 

W. H. Asplawall 20 00 

Jonathan Sturges 20 00 

A. A. Low 15 00 

H. Blanco, 16 00 

E.I. Brown, 10 00 

Charles Parker, 10 00 

Seymonr at Co., 10 00 

George D. Morgan, 10 00 

John r. Terry, 10 00 

H. B. Uvlngston 10 00 

lohnCalwell : 10 00 

Walsh i Coulter 10 00 

S.H.Wales 10 00 

Sherman t Collins 10 00 

A. Iselln S Co., 10 00 

I.H. Abeel, 10 00 

Stewart Brown, : 10 00 

Bobert J. Dillon 10 00 

Jacob Badger, , 10 00 

Hendricks Brothers, 10 00 

Hargous Brothers, 10 00 

Mitchell «i Pott, 10 00 

C.H. Sand, 10 00 

Moran Brothers, 10 00 

S. Cambreleng, ,. lO'OO 

8. A. S., 10 00 

W. O., 10 00 

Cash 10 00 

J. i A. Petrle, (2d con.,) 10 00 

A. Norrie 10 00 

A. Belmont 10 00 

J. W.Alsop, 10 00 

Cash, 10 00 

Babeock, Milnor iCo., 10 00 

Patteson S Price 10 00 

Thos. Owen, 10 00 

CaiyJtCo., JO 00 
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Badcell, Enrich & Bull, $10 00 

Olyphant's Sons, 10 00 

A. Van Nest, 10 00 

L. P. Hawes, 10 00 

Francis Hall, 10 00 

Bichard Irvin, 10 00 

Saml. Willets, 10 00 

Plaflin, Mellen & Co., . . * , 10 00 

A. W. H., 10 00 

Danforth, Wright & Co., 10 00 

Hewitt & Co., 10 00 

A. R. Wetmore, 10 00 

John Gihon, 10 00 

8. C. Herring, 10 00 

Henry Chauncey, 10 00 

H. B. Livingston, (2d con.,) 10 00 

H.L.Burr, 6 00 

J.F.Meliss, 6 00 

8. T. Skidmore, ^ 6 00 

J. S. Gould, 6 00 

A friend, 5 00 

T.J.Sawyer, 6 00 

James Cruikshank, 5 00 

Warren&Co., 6 00 

0. W. Shipman, 5 00 

Johta Clapp, 5 00 

Josiah Rich , 6 00 

Doubleday & Beak, 5 00 

Grant & Barton, • 5 00 

B. M. Whitlock, 5 00 

James Owen, 5 00 

Oelrichs&Cp, 6 00 

J. J. Merian, , 6 00 

J. & C. Berrian, 6 00 

p. E. Dibble, 6 00 

yierson&Co., 6 00 

J. Beck &. Co., 6 00 

Ck>ttenet & Atherton, 6 00 
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^.A. S., 15 00 

W.Lobach, B 00 

Bourt; O'lvernois & Co., 5 00 

Wm Kemble, 6 00 

Geo. Piatt, BOO 

0. P. DambmaoD, 8 00 

W. C. Smillie, '. 6 00 

p. A. Schumacher,. 5 00 

».Hoe &Co., S 00 

O.B. Tweedy, 5 00 

E.B. Graves, 5 00 

Junes W.Phillips, 6 00 

Victor fcAchelis, 6 00 

e. Hallock, 5 00 

Bodewald Brothers, 5 00 

L.M. Sutherford, 6 00 

A.ArnoId, 5 00 

H. Bolter, 6 00 

Poppenhusen & Koenig, 6 00 

Oppenheim & Co., 6 00 

R. S. Williama, B 00 

UbIdell.PiersoD&Lafce, 5 00 

G. G. Haydock, 6 00 

Ball, Black & Co., 5 00 

Thomas Mesdet^er, S 00 

Codlidge & TouDg, B 00 

W.B. Painter, 5 OO 

Spies, Gbriest & Jay, 6 00 

JohnMIlhan, BOO 

J. Dessoir, B 00 

H. Henneqain, 5 00 

P.H.Hodges, 6 00 

Fassavant & Co., 5 00 

Koop, Fischer & Co., B 00 

DeCoppet & Co., 6 00 

Haight, Halsey & Co., B 00 

F. S. Schlasinger & Andresen, B 00 

SamU Graydon, B 00 
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Tliomas FrosMr & Son, (5 00 

E. T. Kyder, 6 00 

0. H. Roggers 5 00 

Ch<. Butkh«lter, ! 00 

Byron Sherman, 5 00 

Edward Kellogg, S 00 

T. Rlgney, 6 00 

S.O.Bogert, 5 00 

Sehnllen & Hnrd, 6 00 

PatonlCc, 6 00 

Eaatman, Sheldon & Townsend, 5 00 

Bush i Munkittrlok, B 00 

James Hunter, 5 00 

Lehmaier Brothers 5 00 

toeschigk, Wesendonok &Co., B 00 

Meeker, Herbert & Perkins, BOO 

8. Kohnsthamn, B 00 

S. I, Beebee, 6 00 

D. H. Kevins, B 00 

W. Allen Bntler B 00 

r. 8. Llttlejohn, 6 00 

W. Redmond, B 00 

Harper «1 Co. B 00 

Wltmerding, Hoguet & Humbert B 00 

0. A. Davison B 00 

F. Karck B 00 

F. G. Gebhard 6 00 

Becknagel & Schwab, 5 00 

Brazilian Consnl, B 00 

W. F. Mott, B 00 

E. D. Sprague, B 00 

Smith & Eddy, 6 00 

E.Cuzet, 6 00 

French Consnl, 5 00 

H. M. Schieffelin, 5 00 

W.Walker B 00 

Grossman Brothers, BOO 

O. D. Hnnn, B 00 
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• 

Jno. 6. Wyman,. . . . • $5 00 

H. W.T.Mali, 6 00 

G.L.Hall, 6 00 

Cteorge Rodie, 5 00 

A. Sherman, 5 00 

W. Nlblo, 5 00 

E. Tweedy, 6 00 

F. & A. Rusch, 5 00 

S. T. Skidmore, (2d con.,) 6 00 

J. 6. Esoher, 8 00 

W. Hegeman, * 2. 00 

Kiggins & Kellogg, 2 00 

H. A. Oakley, 8 00 

Jno. Slade, 3 00 

H. Barclay, 2 00 

Linda, 1 00 

T. Perry, 8 00 

C. S. Francis & Co., 8 00 

Be^erldge & Co., 3 00 

Clark, Wilson & Co., 3 qo 

R. Pala^ca, 2 00 

A. Wetmore, 2 00 

R. Bowne, 2 00 

Total, $2,024 00 

HENRY A. OAKLEY, 

Treasurer. 
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THE ELEYENTH AND TWELFTH ANNUAL REPORTS 
Of Ihe Prisom Association of New-York. 



Tb the Honorable^ 

The Legislature of the State of JSTew-York, 

In pursuance of the requisitions of their charter, the Prison . 
Association of New-York respectfully present the following 
report of their labors during the years 1855 and 1856. 

The objects of the association as avowed by its charter passed 
llay 9th, 1846, are, 

" First. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, 
whether detained for trial or finally convicted, or as witnesses." 

Second. The improvement of the discipline and government r 
of prisons, and, 

Third. The support and encouragement of convicts after their 
discharge by affording them the means of obtaining an honest r 
livelihood, and sustaining them in their efforts at reform." 

There is another object included within the spirit, if not within 
the letter of these declared objects, it is that of securing to per- 
sons preliminarily committed, a just hearing, and fair trial. Such 
an interposition of correct aid in these stages of the administra- 
tion of criminal justice, being very often found a necessary act 
of benevolence, saving the innocent and preventing the infliction 
of punishment of undue severity upon those who offended the 
law under extenuating circumstances, or infirmity, and at least 
tending to secure the expression of truth, and avoiding injustice 
to the accused 

Crimes as to their real character are distinguished, as those ' 
which are committed from deliberate and innate atrocity, and ' 
those which are committed under infirmity — ^those which are < 
malicious, and those committed under impulse, provocation, 
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temptation, poverty, ignorance or inexperience. The hardened 
and incorrigible offenders, form a class widely different, from 
the poor, tempted, and .ignorant outcast. It is true the former 
present claims for justice and mercy, but how far inferior to the 
latter class, common humanity will at once decide. 

Within the experience of the ssscK^iation it has often been 
demonstrated that for want of disinterested aid where trial has 
been had under indictment, and before a jury, great iigustice 
has been committed, sometimes to the accused, and at other 
times to the commonwealth, and the consequences resulting 
ttfm it are hurtfkil in the extreme to every class in society. 

No better illustration of the 'truth of this statement can be 
k^d than in the daily proceedings of the courts of general and 
ij^ecial sessions, and the various police courts of this city. At • 
the sessions on trial days, 50 cases of inferior offences are usually 
ptesented for summary trial, mostly of persons in humble life, 
and whose reputation is their only wealth, but too often among 
tHemareio be found tho8# who were driven to crime by des- 
titution, and those who have been thus reduced by misfortune 
tad injustice. It will readily be seen that to abjudicate pro- 
perly these many and various cases, the highest requirements 
of discretion and mercy, as well as justice, is necessary in the ^ 
presiding magistrates of these courts, and it is by securing to 
tne magistrate a knowledge of the facts in each case whether 
extenuating or otherwisci and by advice and aid to the accused 
t^t the Association is largely beneficial in its acts of benevo- 
lence and mercy. The report of its agent annexed hereto 
presents many cases that support this view of the subject. 

The present system of confining prisoners under accusation,, 
aiid before conviction, and also witnesses, in the same prison 
atid under the same restraints, and in the same narrow cells 
with those justly convicted, is clearly wrong. It thus happens 
tkkt an accused person, or a witness suffers a severer punish- 
ntant in UmXj than a t convict, for It must certainly be admitted; 
Huit it is a far more severe punishment to be confined in aa* 
uawholesome and -close ptlson, denied oceupation^ and too oftea > 
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->! without requMte means for cleaiiliiiesa and'^her neoessariet 
' for sustaining health, than as a conyict in a penitentiary, whera 
-^ a free pure air prevails, and where without close confinementi 
- occupation is provided, «nd* the 4Minitary colidition <)f -t^ 
r prisoner is well cared for. 

Witnesses who are confined in our Jails and dty prisons |br 
want of bail, are thus subject to a tyranny which it is hard by 
any species of argument to justify, aUd however much may be 
-' done by the keepers to s(often their lot, still they sulSer a grievooi 
' injustice, which should be remedied at once as an act Of hu- 
manity, and of justice to personal rights. 

Another evil to which your Association would call attention 
*'jUr ' the classification of prisoners, or in other wo^s the sepaia- 
' ' tion of those who are adepts in every species of crimes/ from 
-' those who are for the first time'OlSenders of the law. The pm- 
^^ aent officers of tlic prisons have endeavored to promote or^ 
mitigate this evil so far as it was in their power so to doy ]pel 
f^m the arrangement of the pcisoners^ and the w<Mrking^f flia 
i iconvicts, they caa accomplish \mt JUUe. ..A.j^adJAal.olyagymJn 
1 1 Abese particulars >are essential . 

' Another source of evil which can easily be remedied is 'tba 
« system of discharging from our State and County Prisons aon- 
Ticts, comparatively without means or resources to enable'tiifa 
to remove from where they are known, or to obtain employmetttf 
and thus by an honest endeavor at reformation, and more, render 
themselves useful members of our common society. We would 
propose as a remedy that convicts be allowed atlter the homi 
allotted to their task- work, to labor at what is styled over-work^ 
for which they may have credit at the rate that the State If 
credited by contractors for the task-work, and at the end of flia 
terms. of imprisonment, the amount thus earned be paid to th^n^ 
thus affording means for a new start in life. As it now l8| tba 
prisoner having fully paid the penalty the law has inflicted <A 
him by serving out his punishment faithfully, and even wlilk 
credit, has not yet expiated his crime, for he goes forth a marked 
man, avoided wherever he goes, his garb inspiring distrust^— 4ia 
is refused employment, his repentance and desire for refoniar 
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tion are not credited, and as soon as his slender means are 
exhausted, he has apparently no other resource but a return to 
his old associates, and to a new career of crime. Your Associa- 
tion is fully impressed with the belief that the State does not dis- 
charge its duty to society, if it seek only the punishment, and 
•not the reformation of criminals. A system of marks of merits 
for good conduct, tending to mitigate punishment, or to reward 
In some way at the end of the term of imprisonment, would be 
a strong inducement to reformation, and a powerful incentive to 
general good conduct, and the preservation of discipline within 
fho walls of the prison. 

Additional religious services for the prisoners would add very 
much to their improvement, and tend to secure their reforma- 

^ tion, repeated instances are within our knowledge of the good 
effects upon the prisoners of occasional additional and impres- 
eive religious services, that have been held by benevolent and 

..philanthropic men. 

The New-York Prison Association has hitherto been entirely 
''Supported by voluntary contributions, and consequently, except 
to a limited extent, has been able to accomplish but a portion 
. of the task, for which it was instituted. The following state- 
ments of the operations of the Association for 1855 and 1856, 
will show how large an amount of service has been performed, 
!^ven with the limited means at its disposal. 
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. Jasuaiy, /, 
rebrnary, . 
March, . . . 
April, . . . 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, . . 
September, 
October, .. 
NoTember, 
December, 

Totals, . , 



$253 50 
323 BO 
213 00 
28 00 
234 87 



25 00 
90 00 
288 50 
224 00 
78 00 
10 00 



385514251 437 438i 147 155 $1,773 37 
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The accompanying reports illustrate by their details much of 
the character of the se^ices rendered, and reference is made to 
them in the hope that their perusal may enlighten the public mind 
upon the extent of the field in which I3ie Association are laboring. 

The Association freely adinit that die apparent want of incli- 
nation on th^ part of thd authorities of the State, to second their 
Investigations and labors, in the department of prison discipline, 
has tended to discourage their efforts in this branch of their 
duty during the past two years. The jprevious reports of the 
^Aj^eiation abound in disclosures relative to the prisons of otir 
' own State — in information respecting the prisons of other States — 
and in suggestions of reform and improvement which if carried 
out would have resulted in a great saving of money, a diminu- 
tion of crime, and in the restoration to usefulness of many who 
have fiillen under the rigor of the law. But they regret to add, 
that whatever momentary interest was awakened by these reve- 
lations, or whatever amount of gdod may have been effected in 
the various prisons by theaxj it is but too evident that the sub- 
ject has not sufficiently commended itself to the attention of 
th(toe who alone can Introduce the radical reforms, which are so 
loiidly called for in our prison sy^^m i^nd management. 

It is difi&cult to 'assign a reason for the almost universal in- 
dliference to the reelamatlon of criminals. Can it arise from 
ftar that pity for them should be Judgied to' spring from a simi- 
larity of inflrmi nidral purpose 1 €ian if' be that the violation of 
human law is considered a greater sin than the violation of 
God's law of charity and loving kindness towards our erring 
' fellow beings ? Let the Reason 1[>e what it may, it is certain tllat 
the laborers in this field of true benevolence hav6 Always been 
lew, and even those few, have been looked upon by too many as 
interfering in the ddurse of the law, 1)y unmerited sympalhy 
with those justly uUder its rigor. To such We can only re^y 
that we attempt, however feebly, to carry out the Saviour's doo- 
tiine. *^I was in pifson, and ye came Untoltie.'' 

This fact has borne heavily upon the Executive' Committee of 
the Prison Association. Aside from all other reasi>ns, the In- 
adequacy of their means to support an active and thorough in- 

'd^^Mfloiictf Aft^^ them in a 
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great measure to relinquish the work. Nor is this all, what 
they have done in behalf of detained persons, and of discharged 
convicts, much as it may appear to some, is but a tithe of the 
good which it was in their power to effect had they possessed 
the pecuniary resources which are indispensable for the support 
of agents, and the eflicient relief of the large numbers, who are 
ever ready to leave the ways of wrong doing, when a helping 
hand is extended to them that will lead them into the right 
path once more. 

We hesitate not to say that by well directed and well sustained 
efforts, more than one half of those who are committed to prison 
for the first time might be effectually saved from a second temp- 
tation. In an economical point of view alone, the State might 

well open her treasury for this object. 

The executive committee have endeavored to maintain thtir 
active energy in the courts and prisons of our city. Abraham 
Beal has continued to discharge his duties as agent of the com- 
mittee on detentions, and on discharged convicts, with unwea- 
ried assiduity, and with most encouraging success. In the midst 
of ffreat discouragements from the inadequacy of his support, he 
has ever been faithfully at his post, aiming to secure for the 
victim of revenge or of circumstances, a fair and impartial hear- 
ing, endeavoring to prevent in prison the intercourse of the 
young and inexperienced, with the adept in vice and crime, and 
in every way that was practicable and suitable, seeking to re- 
lieve the penitent convict on his discharge' from prison. 

In view of what has been accomplished, and of the number 
of unfortunate persons who have been restored to society and 
usefulness, and th^ consequent Saving of public expense, without 
pecuniary aid from the State, while' the Association has been 
crippled in resources, depending wholly on individual benevo- 
lence for its usefulness, and in view of- what might be accom- 
plished with a reasonable amount of means, the Association are 
impelled respectfully, but earnestly to ask an appropriation by 
the Honorable Legislature of at least three thousand dollars. 
(3,000.) All of which is respectfully submitted 
P. B. TILLOU, President^ Jab. P. Holden, Recording Secretary. 

Nkw-Tork, March 4, 1857. 



J\reuurer's report of the Kevs-York Priton Association ur the years 

1855 and 1856. 

* 

Dr. 

To balance in treasurer's hands, Jan 1, 1855, |53 70 

To contribution at anniversary meeting, May 26, 1855, 1 5 87 

To donations and subscriptions during 1855, 1,757 50 

« « « « 1856, 2,004 00 

Total receipts, ^ $3,831 07 

Cr. 

By amount paid for office expenses and for general 

disbursements, including salaries of agents, .••••• |2,513 53 

By rent of office, No. 15, Centre-street, and of execu- 
tive committee room,. 4 58 

By cash disbursed to relieve discharged convicts 
and others, 496 65 

By expenses of anniversary of 1855, 85 00 

By expense of monthly record of the association for 

gratuitous distribution, 177 00 

By incidental expenses for advertising, summoning 

witnesses, freight on annual report from Albany, . 93 39 

By balance in treasurer's hands, 7 50 

13,831 07 

I I 

HENRY A. OAKLEY, Trecmrer. 
New- York, January 5, 1857. 
Correct. • 

IsRAfiL RussEL, ) Jiuditxng 

Henry P. Marshall, ( Commiitee, 



TO THE COMMITTEE ON DETENTIONS. 

Office of Prison Association, 
15 Centre street, New-York, January 28M, 1857. 

Israel Russel, Esq., Chairman : 

Dear Sir, — Herewith, I respectfully submit to you, and for 
the use of the Executive Committee, the annual report of our 
labors, of this department during the past two years, ending 
the 31st day of December last, and in harmony with the first 
Article of the Constitution which reads thus, ^' Its objects 
shall be — 

The melioration of the condition of prison trs^ whether detained 
for trial or fn ally convicted^ or as witnesses^ and agreeable to the 
7th of the by-laws, namely. 

To enquire into the causes of commitment of persons detained 
for trial, or as witnesses, in any of the prisons ot the cities of 
New- York and Brooklyn, and to adopt proper means for pro- 
curing tlie discharge of such as shall appear to be entitled 
thereto. 

To visit frequently the persons under their charge, and to 
endeavor to improve the condition of the prisoners, by training 
them to habits of cleanliness and exercise, by securing to them 
comfortable accommodation, having a regard to space, light 
and temperature, by procuring for them suitable employment 
by providing them with books, or other means of mental occu* 
pation, by securing such a separation and classification as shall 
preserve the young, the innocent, and the •less hardened, from 
the contaminating intercourse of the more depraved, by obtain- 
ing for them honest and legal advice, and generally by bringing 
all practical, moral, and religious influences to operate u^n 
their minds. 

Permit me to state that these visits and duties above men- 
tioned, have been made and performed by your agent, and as 
often as his varied engagements would permit, and although he 
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has not accomplished all he desired , he is led to rejoice that 
under the divine blessing, some little has been done for the 
furtherance of these objects. 

The eittelit Tof this wide field oP KjipeTa^icmsi thus opened to 
your committee, can be best conceived by the number of those 
charged with crime, and by a survey of its general magnitude, 
and which will clearly show that its interests and requirements 
are of no trifling or ordinary moment. 

Detentions. 

This department includes: all those who are arresledcfatid 
' detained for trial, or a9 witnesses in the prisons of New-^TMc 
-and Brooklyn. 

Hence no less than six prisons are embraced within thfto 
limits appropriately designated houses of detention, to wit : 

1st district, the City Prison (Tombs.) 
2nd district, the Jefferson Market Prison. 
3rd district, the Essex Market Prison. 
4th district, the Torkville Prison. 
Eldridge street, {or County) Jail. 
King's County, or Brooklyn (County) Jail. 

A very brief view of each of these prisons, may not' be cut of 
'y plaoey as to the numbef of their inmates, &o. &c. 

' The City Prison. 

This is the great reservoir of criminal justice; from the nsinor 
prison, streams are daily pouring into the Tombs. 

' Nearly all who are committed for trial are collected here. 

During the past two years the numbers were, as the follow^ig 
summary shows : 

White mftl«. WkUf fendtt. Golortd baIw. Col. tnmlm. ^, 9b««l. 

^855,. • 23,167 11,974 664 459 . 36,Sfi4 

1856,.. 16,498 10,480 509 394 27,881 

39,«65 22,464 1J173 '853 .. 64jl«5 
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The average number of persons confined within ita walls ^.t. 
3S5; the smallest number 220; the largest 3SW; the ayerage ^ 
number of witnesses, from 15 to 20. 

The prison consists of two stone buildings, one is appropriated^ 
to. males, the other to females. The cells are built against 
the aide walls in four tiers, and are entered from corridors, there , 
are 37 cells in each tier, making 140 in all; from the number of 
persons here in custody it becomes necessary very often to place 
two together, and not unfi^uently three in one small cell, 
henee it must be clearly apparent at one glance^ that the prison 
is^oia email for the purposes for which it is required. That, 
pitoniers ought not to be confined together,' is a fact thftt no v 
sane man would attempt to controvert; beyond all cavil and quea^ 
tiOn^ where such a necessity does exist, the effects are prejudicial 
to 'the persons so crowded together, for under such circum- 
stances associations are formed, hurtftil to themselves, detrimen- 
tal to the safety and security of the community. 

This practice of placing more than one in a cell is a prolific 
scHU^oe of increased crime, and of great mor$l and physical evil. 

Ddays in the MminUtraiion of Justice. 
Large numbers of persons are here confined whose trials result in 

their acquittal, they remain in custody for weeks, and often for • 
two and sometimes three months in a state of compulsory idle 
inactivity before they are tried.. Individuals and families are 
moat .seriously if not irreparably injured by these protracted 
dfilayf. The demands of equity and right, and the claims . of , 
mercy alike call fxm a better arrangement of our criminal courts.^ 
by which the guilt or innocence of the suspected person may 
be promptly ascertained. 

Wiinesses confined in Prison. 

Without controversy this is a very unfortunate class, by an 
apparent trivial accident they happen to see a breach of the . 
irnce, a larceny, a homicide, or some other crime committed. 
Tbe ends of justice and the well being of society, seem to require 
ihiAx appearance and testimony on the trial of the accused, but . 
they are strangers, often emigrants, having, aa yet no fixed homei 
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they can give no bonds for their presence in court on a future 
day; what then, is their solemn deposition taken, and they al- 
lowed to depart? Oh no, the accused is held to bail, and the un- 
offending witness is consigned to prison. 

Many distressing cases of this character (and which might 
have been prevented by the exercise of more thoughtful care) 
have come under our own special notice — ^here is one. 

A complaint was made and a warrant issued against an officer 
of a packet ship for a series of alledged brutal assaults commit- 
ted by him while at sea with other persons. One of the second 
cabin passengers was intjroduced who corroborated the story 
told by complainant, the case was proven and the Ck)mmisaioner 
held the accused to bail in bonds of |500 to answer the charge 
before one of the judges of the U. S. court. But the witness, 
what became of hinj he was sent to the Tombs, where he re- 
mained for a period of 85 days, and but for the interposition of 
this Association would not have been discharged then. 

The reason assigned for this protracted detention was, sickness 
in the family of the accused, (the captain's lady,) hence it was 
not convenient for him to leave the country and be tried. The 
papers were now carefully examined and the witness discharged 
because of the amplitude of other testimony. 

This witness was an architect by profession, he had extensive 
building connections in this country, one of whom had engaged 
his services before he left his home in Yorkshire, England and 
his obnflnement in prison was a serious pecuniary loss. 

Kert is another case. 

An alleged homicide was committed at sea; the accused is 
't^rought to this port, and before a Commissioner . of the U. S. 
court, the case is investigated, the testimony seems to warrant 
his being fully committed fbr trial. The witnesses were also 
sent to prison where they have remained during the last 7 monthsy 
one of them has a wife and two children dependant o i him for 
support and in a distant part of the globe, to whom he has. been 
unable to send a single dollar. 
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Sorely enlightened legislation could devise some efficient 
means by which the testimony of such persons could be secured 
for the purpose of establishing the guilt or innocence of accused 
persons, and thus prevent those terrible wrongs inflicted on per- 
sons and families, as above mentioned. 

On cleanlinesi. 
. But little provision is made for the personal comfort or clean 
liness of prisons, (and this applies to all our detention prisons.) 
The cells are not furnished with soap or towels. The inmates 
have no change of linen, or clothes, except such as are supplied 
by the kindness of friends. Many have gone into court from 
the prison whose appearance has been greatly to their disad* 
vantage. 

Juvenile Delinquency. 

There were committed to the Tombs during 1855, 
under 10 years of age, 277 

There were committed to the Tombs during 1856, be- 
tween 10 and 20 years of age, 4,493 

There were ^committed to the Tombs during 1856, '^^ 

under ten years of age, 282 

There were committed to the Tombs during 1856, be- 
tween 10 and 20 years of age, 3,906 



•mm 



8,957 



There are at all times a sad and sickening number of boys 
and girls confined in our city prisons, and often charged with 
grave offences; what scenes of misery, neglect, outrage, want 
and utter abandonment, would the biographies of these children 
spread before us ; amidst what an atmosphere of deceit, fraud, 
filthy sloth and drunkenness, did these little ones first stumble 
into life, their short career has been one continuous scene of 
wretchedness and sin; no marvel they find their way to our 
prison house, such a result must always excite our keenest 
sympathy and commisseration. 

Here we are driven to a repetition of our former statement 
that, the prison is &r too contracted, and the number of the 
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e#ll8 lamentablj deficient; in very many cases the keepers have 
no alternative but to crowd from two to six in one cell, tliis 
necessity is of serious and lasting mischief, were it possible to 
place these unfortunate little creatures in separate confinement, 
delay in bringing them to trial might not prove so hurtful, to 
us the conclusion is inevitable, the sooner their guilt or inno- 
cence is established, the better for themselves and the commu- 
nity. These cases require the special and prompt attention of 
the proper authorities. 

Moral instruction. 

But few and scanty means are employed for the moral im- 
provement of the prisoners. 

There is no chaplain accredited and employed by the ten 
governors to officiate in the city prison. 

A religious service is regularly and acceptably performed 
by the Rev. A. Camp; during the last six years he has mani- 
fest a uniform and commendable zeal for the squFs salvation 
of its inmates, by a distribution of tracts, and kind afifectionate 
persuasions to live a better life. He has met with considerable 
encouragements in this work of faith and labor of love; wlulst 
we wish him increased success in his public ministrations, we 
can but hope the board of governors will favorably recognize 
his useful labors, by an annual pecuniary remuneration. 

For several years a short service was held every afternoon of 
the Sal>bath, and addresses made on the subject of temperance 
a94 .the dangerous drinking customs of the people. There is no 
question bui»tbose. exercises excited a very deep interest, their 
p^uiter 'appropriateness and nice adaptatk>ns, rendered them 
eoiinently. useful, could suoh subjects be again introduced, 
many»apoor desolate intemperate one, might be reclaimed and 
restored ^^ as a J[)randfrom the. burning." 

■ 

Jl wise st9p» 

One. essentialJiy necessary alteration and improvement has 
bj^en effected here. 
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The warden has peremptorily forbidden the admission of 
lawyers into the inner prison in their professional capacity. 

An ante-room has been fitted up near the warden's office, and 
an extra keeper engaged for the purpose of escorting prisoners 
to and from their cell, who express a desire to see counsel. 

This excellent regulation was made with a view to prevent 
what is designated the sldnning operation, (preying on the very 
vitals of the unfortunate prisoner) by a class of selfish, unprin- 
cipled men, who disgrace the honorable profession of the law. 

To such a length were these abominations practised, but few 
respectable members of the bar could be induced to visit the 
courts in this neighborhood. 

Although a great improvement has been made by the wardens 
in carrying out the above rule, many flagrant impositions of 
peculation and fraud are frequently developed. 

Its sanitary condition. 

The health of its inmates has been generally good. A phy- 
sician is appointed to this prison (by the governors of the alms 
honse) who visits the prisoners daily. The facilities for taking 
proper care of the sick in a prison of this small size, must be of 
a very limited character, hence severe and dangerous cases 
of disease are removed to the hospital on BlackwelPs Island, 
consequently but few deaths occur here, and those contracted 
without the walls, such as drunkenness, delirium tremens, &c. 

On the whole, the general appearances of this prison is much 
improved. 

The classification of prisoners is better understood and mor# 
thougntfully regarded, and in exact proportion to the practical 
experience, and the useful knowledge acquired by the keepers, 
will be the improvements made in their respective departments. 

Although it is exceedingly difficult (owing to the fluctuating, 
ingress and egress of its inmates,) to secure wholesome cleanll* 
ness and order, this prison is in a better condition than formerly, 

[Senate, No. 145.J 3 
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Your agent is happj in being able to report, that not only 
has there been no obstacles thrown in his way, but that every 
(kcility has been afforded him by the Board of Governors, the 
warden, matron and keepers, in the performance of his varied 
doties. 

JEFFERSON MARKET PRISON. 

This small building has been kept as clean and as well venti- 
lated as its crowded condition would permit. Persons brought 
here are ordinarily disposed of within 24 hours; those sentenced 
on charge of vagrancy, are sent to Blackwells' Island; those 
committed for trial are conveyed to the Tombs. 

Tlie Board of Governors are now enlarging the dimensions of 
this prison, hence much greater space and accommodation will 
be secured. 

During the last 2 years the following numbers were brought 
before this court. 

Whit«BuU«t. WMUfMBBltf. Col. Buacf. Ool. feoMlff • Total. 

1855, 3,981 1,4L0 56 33 5,520 

ISSe, 2,384 968 78 32 3,463 

6,365 2,418 134 65 8,982 



ESSEX MARKET PRISON. 

The governors of the alms house have at length judiciously 
yielded to the long conceded necessity of pulling down the old 
prison. For many years it has been condemned by an intelli- 

fjemt public as miserably inconvenient, unhealthy and contracted. 

f 

A eommodious prison with police court, offices and wardens 
dwellings, is now in course of erection on the old site and will 
be completed within the next few months, one better adapted 
to this densely populated neighborhood. 

Daring the last 2 years the following number were brought 
before the justices at this court. 
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White iul«t. White fsmalei. Gel. melet. Ool. fenelei. Total. 

1855, 2,916 878 17 10 3,821 

1856 2,219 746 4 .. 2,969 



5,135 1,624 21 10 6,790 



TORKVILLE PRISON. 

This is a district formed within the last year, distant about 4 
miles from the City Hall. Here everything is neat and clean 
and at present its accommodations and capacity are pretty well 
proportioned to its wants and requirements. 

Number brought before this court during the last 2 years were, 

WUte mUef • White femelei. Col. melee. Col. femelee. Totel. 

1855, 162 60 4 3 229 

1856, 148 48 3 4 203 



310 108 7 7 438 



Each of these 4 district prisons are under the government of 
the alms house department, (the 10 governors,) subject to the 
same rules and discipline. The whole being under the super- 
intendence of Jno. Gray, Esq., warden of the city prison. 

ELDRIDGE-STREET OR DEBTORS' JAIL. 

This is a mere apology for a county prison and a standing 
monument of disgrace to the city and county of New- York. 

• 

The present sheriff, James G. Willett, Esq., and his deputies, 
have done all that intelligent ingenuity could suggest for the 
Improvement of this old watch house. It has undergone 
considerable alterations and repairs, still withal it is an inse- 
cure, inconvenient and miserable remnant of old-fashioned bar- 
barism. 

Its inmates consist of alleged fraudulent debtors, witnesses, 
and U- S. prisoners, very many of the latter suffer for want of 
suitable clothing; when arrested by the deputy marshal, they 
•le often precipitately brought on shore, their chests either left 
on ship board or taken charge of by some unprincipled ^^ fellow 
of the baser sort," from whom they are seldom recovered. The 
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Association has, however, been signally useful in the restoration 
of such property belonging to seamen, and much praise is due 
to many of the deputy marshals for the care they have, of late^ 
bestowed to the prevention of these abuses. 

The average number of persons here confined is about 40. 
During the past 2 years the numbers were 

1855, 394 

1856, 374 

BROOKLYN JAIL, KINGS CO. 

Within the walls of this prison, persons arrested on civil pro- 
cess, others fully committed for trial, drunkards and disorderlies 
are to be found, and convicts sentenced for various periods by 
the U. S. courts. Why men, sentenced for months and years 
for alleged grave offences, should be consigned to one of these 
cells without employment, is a problem of very difficult solu- 
tion. This observation is more particularly applicable to sai- 
lors who have been accustomed to bustle and activity. To them 
idleness is a curse, as one of them a few days since observed 
when he returned a small book that had been lent him, ^* I say 
(Mr. Agent,) old Dr. Watts said the truth when he wrote 

**foT SaUh Indi work 
for idle handi to do." 

He pithily, but with bitter oaths, vociferated "our lives are a 

d d blank, why the h 11 did not the judge send us to 

work, where we could have a good wash, a clean shirt and hear 
something of a Sunday that would carry us back to mother and 
home; it seems as though we had no souls, or that the sooner 
they were sent below, the better he would like it." 

This is not an isolated case, the bad feeling created by one and 
two years of inactivity in such a condition, engenders the very 
worst passions, and are developed in every available manner by 
those unfortunate creatures. 

It often happens that persons committed to this prison on 
charge or suspicion of crime, are detained for 3, 4 and in some 
instances 5 months without trial. 
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These delays operate very injuriously, both to the moral and 
physical nature of the accused, in addition to the unnecessaij 
an^^mentation of the city taxes and general expenditure. 

What has been said of our other detention prisons may be 
emphatically reiterated of this; no one thing exists calculated to 
lessen crime or promote reformation. 

During the last 2 years the number committed to Brooklyn 
jail were 

1855, 3,178 

1866, 2,866 

• 

The following general statement will show the i^umber of 
persons committed to the city prisons collectively during the S 
years ending the 31st of December, 1856. • 

« 

First district, city prison, (tombs;) 

White Wldte Col. Ool. 

nudeg. femalcf. nudef. femAleg. Tolal. 

Number in prison Jan. 1, 

1855, 193 49 16 4 261 

Received during the year, 16,108 9,586 587 413 26,694 

16,301 9,635 602 417 26,965 

Discharged, 14,049 7,267 442 321 22,079 

Deceased, 14 2 .. .. 16 

Sent to Blackwells' Island, 1,822 2,260 123 87 4,292 
Sent to SUte prison,.... 129 6 9 4 147 
Remaining in prison De- 
cember 31st, 287 101 28 5 421 

16,301 9,635 602 417 26,965 

In addition to the number 
received at the first dis- 
trict prison, 16,108 9,586 587 413 26,694 

There were dischar'd from 
the second district pris- 
on at JeflTerson market, . 3,981 1,450 56 33 5,590 
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Wbtto WUt« Coh Obi. 

n*l«. feiMl«. iDal«. f«mftl«. Total* 

Discharged from third dis- 
trict prison at Essex 
market, 2,916 878 17 10 3,821 

Discharged from fourth dis- 
trict prison at Yorkville, 162 60 7 3 229 



23,167 11,974 664 4&9 36,264 



Table showing sex and age, 

Malcf. Ftmalff* 

Under 10 years, 89 190 

Between 10 and 20, 3,169 1,323 

do 20 and 30,, 6,212 4,349 

do 30 and 40, 3,989 2,660 

do 40 and 50, 2,160 1,076 

do 50 and 60, 822 308 

do 60 and 70, 217 98 

Qrer 70, 50 19 

Total, 16,695 9,999 

s a 

Jfaiivity. 

MaIm. FemalM. Total. 

ITumber received vho were natives,. 6,505 2,421 8,926 

do do foreigners, 17,326 10,012 27,338 

23,831 12,433 36,264 

Social relations. ^ 

Number received who were married,. 8,887 3,007 11,894 

do do single... 13,800 7,475 21,275 

do do widowed, 752 1,328 2,080 
do whose social relations 

were unknown, 392 623 1,015 

• mmt^i^^^^i^^mm ^n^B^^saa^lBia mi^i^^^^m^m^^ 

23,831 12,433 36,264 
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Otbits of lift. 

Number received who were temperate, 2,S2d 1 ,232 3,661 

do do intemperate, 21,502 11,201 32,708 

«k«>i*>^>i«-i* ai^..^^^.^,,,^. •■MMMaMsAB^ia 

23,831 12,433 36^64 

==^ ==S= I I II 

Degree of education^. 

Number who could not read,. ..•..• 5,015 6,803 11,818 

do could read only, 2,754 1,879 4.639 

do could read and write,.. 14,586 1,863 16^49 
do were well edueated, . • 930 291 1^21 
do were classically educ'd, 31 . . . • 31 
do whose degree of educa- 
tion was unknown,. • 615 1 ,597 2,1 13 

23,831 12,433 36,264 

Those designated as unknown, were insane, unable to spedk 
English, or refused to answer. 

first district, city prison, (tombs;) 

White WUtt Col. M. 

m«l«f« fenftles. nwkt. f«iiudef« CbIiL 

Number in prison Jan. 1, 

1856, 287 101 28 & 421 

Received during the year, 11,747 8,718 424 358 21,247 

12,034 8,1919 462 363 21^69 

Discharged, , 9,926 6,527 315 278 17,049 

Sent to Blackwells' Island, 1,724 2^08 105 80 4,117 

Sent to State prison, 189 8 9 . . . . 206 

Deceased, * > 18 3. JW 

Eemainingin prison Dec. 

31st., 177 73 20 5 276 

12,034 fifil9 452 363 21,668 
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WbiU WbiU Ool. Col. 

mAle. feniale. nftlt. female. Total* 

Ii^ addition to the number 
received at the first dis- 
trict prison, 11,747 8,718 424 35S 21,247 

There were dischar'd from 
the second district pris- 
on at Jefferson market, . 2,384 968 78 32 3,462 

Discharged from the third 
district prison at Essex 

marlcet, 2,21& 746 4 2,969 

Discharged from the fourth 

district prison at Yorlc- 

ville, 148 48 8 4 203 

16,498 10^480 509 394 27,881 

Table showing stx and age. 

Malofl. Femalei. 

Under lOyearsof age^ 97 185 

Between 10 and 20, 2,464 1,442 

do 20 and 30, 4,^07 2,944 

do 30 and 40, ,... 2,996 2,714 

do 40 and 50, 1,06^ 1,394 

do 50 and 60, 720 122 

do 60 and 70, 8 6 

Over 70, 21 10 

Total, 12,171 9,076 

Nativity. 

Malofl. Ftmales. Total. 

Number received Who were natives, . 4,419 2,0*)7 6,426 

do do foreigners, 12,588 8,867 21,455 

^"^■"^■^■^^^ B^^i^^^i™™.^™ aaai^^B^IBBm* 

17,007 10,874 27,881 

Social relations. 

llJumber received who were married,. 6,949 2,66& 9,618 

do do single,... 9,312 6,593 15,909 

do do widowed,. 367 1,072 1,439 

do social relations unknown, 379 540 919 

17,007 10,874 27,881 



# 
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Habits of life, 

ICilM. FemalM. Total. 

Number received who were reported 

temperate, 1,953 1,131 3,084 

do whose habits were intempe- 
rate, 16,054 9,7i3 5^4,797 

^iM^M^^Bi^HBB^w mmm^K^m^tm^mmm» M^B^vwi^Hai^^Bi^ 

17,007 10,874 27,881 

Degree of Education. 

Number who could not read, 3,61 1 5,971 9,582 

do read only, 1 ,080 1 ,558 2,438 

do read and write, • . 11,186 1,996 13,182 

flb were well educated,... 637 360 997 

do were classically eduo'd , 19 19 

do whose degree of educa- 
tion was unknown,. . 474 1,189 1,663 

17,007 10,874 27,881 

Those designated as unknown were insane, unable to speak 
English, or refused to answer. 

Total number of commitments within the last 2 years ending 
December 31, 1856. 

1865. 1856. Total. 

To the city prison, 36,264 27,981 

do Eldridge-street jail, 394 374 

do Brooklynjail, 3,172 2,865 

39,830 31,120 70,950 

As the preceding tables show, this gigantic crowd was com- 
posed of men, women and children, of various countries, lan- 
guages and people; their ages varying from the child of 6 and 7 
years to the tottering and infirm of 70 and 80. Very many of 
this prodigious multitude, were visited by your agent and from 
this heterogeneous mass, the most hopeful were selected and in 
some way aided. 

From the summary of the last 2 years labors of the Associa- 
tion, we abstract the following figures as belonging to this de- 
partment. 
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Nomber of eases selected of poor friendless 

persons who were inexperienced in crime,. . 3|855 4,970 
Number of complaints abandond on ou| advice, 

they being frivolous and vexatious, the result 

of passion and prejudice, 387 447 

Number of cases selected as hopeful and in 

which circumstances of extenuation were 

apparent, 1,425 1,635 

Number of persons discharged on our recom- 
mendation from our city courts and prisons, 437 476 
Number of persons aided with clothes, money, 

and employment, 77* 97 

It would not prove unprofitable, but highly instructive to in- 
vestigate, and ascertain the causes which led to the arrest of 
those 70,950 persons. 

Their name is legion, from this black catalogue of the causes 
of crime are the following : 

1st. Intoxicating liquors, (and especially those sold in gro- 
ceries,) low grog shops, restaurants, lager-bier saloons (and the 
fashionable bars at out splendid hotels not excepted,) but the 
former are emphatically a prolific source of crime. 

The following figures show the number of persons temperafa 
and intemperate, who were committed to the tombs only : 

1855 Temperate. « 2,329 1,232 3,561 

1856 Temperate 1,953 1,131 3,084 

4,282 2,363 6,645 

1855 Intemperate 21 ,502 1 1 ,201 32,703 

1856 Intemperate 1 5,054 9,743 24,797 

36,556 20,944 67,660 

This brief statement shows conclusively that strong drink is 
the prominent and principal cause of crime. 

Your agent during the last three years of his labors, in all his 
perambulations of the criminal courts and prisons in the city of 



No. 145.] 4S 

New-Tork, and tbe adjoining city of Brooklyn, has met with but 
few persons who avowed themselves abstainers from strong 
drink, and but three who were members of a temperance organi- 
zation, up to the time of their arrest. 

8d. Places of dissipation, called places of amusements, dance 
houses, low theatres, balls, wakes and rajBies,&c. 

3d. Gambling houses, appropriately designated hells, cards, 
dice, ten-pin alleys, lottery, policy offices, &c. 

4th. Houses of ill-fame, brothels, fortune tellers. 

5th. Poverty, ignorance, want of trades, want of employment^ 
want of home, orphanage, &c. 

6th. Reading light and pernicious books. 

# • 

7th. Extravagance, false show, fast horses, as when the expen- 
diture is beyond the income, whether in high or low life. 

8th. Want of domestic and social fire-side enjoyments, and 
of cementing oneness between husbands and wives. 

9th. Late hours, lax business habits, close shaving in com- 
merce, near approximation to the false balance deception, and 
misrepresentation. 

10th. The great wants of moral culture and training. To 
this cause especially may be traced a large proportion of crime. 

Appended hereto are a number of cases selected from the 
diary of your agent on detentions not because of any extra inter- 
est they possess beyond hundreds of others <'n the record, but to 
show the character of our work and the object of our anxious 
solicitude. 

No. 1 . — A young German woman, applie<l for advice, she had 
been engaged as a clerk in a liquor store in Centre-street, she 
was a stranger, without money and helpless when she engaged 
in the service. 

After being there about two weeks propositions of a revolting 
character were made to her and insisted upon. She indignantly 
refused, then demanded her trunks and wage3 which were de- 
nied to her. She instantly left the place and applied to the 
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magistrate of the district for redress; he informed and advised 
her, that it would be best to apply to a civil court, but having 
no money she could not bring a suit. She was then advised to 
call upon the Association. 

The agent after hearing the case, being satisfied of the truth 
of her statement, went in company with an officer to her em- 
ployer and demanded of him the property and wages of this 
poor girl; after some difficulty he acknowledged the justice of 
her claim, delivered to her her trunk, and paid to her the 
money due. Subsequently the following letter was received 
from her : 

(Copy.) 
To the Prison Association : 

Gentlemen, — I wish to acknowledge my best thanks fiy the 
kindness shown to me, a poor friendless wretched young woman, 
who was induced in an evil hour, to enter a liquor store, and 
which proved to be a very bad house, as help; and when alter 
staying two weeks, my trunks and clothes were taken from me, 
and but for your interposition I never could have recovered 
them. Accept my best thanks, the thanks of a person, near the 
brink of ruin, yet not so fallen, as to be undmindful of the grief 
from which you rescued me, for I shudder when I think of the 
condition into which I was hastening but for your friendly in- 
terposition; for restoring my property and assisting me to re- 
trace my steps, and procuring me a better situation you will 
have your reward. I am, gentlemen. 

Yours gratefully, 

• 

No. 2 — Was charged with petit larceny, he frankly confessed 
his fault; a passion for fine clothes, an(l to make a showy ap- 
pearance led him to this dishonest acti.»n; he regretted coming 
to this city and how he felt he had degraded himself and brought 
disgrace on his family, he solemnly promised if the court could 
be influenced to show him mercy, he would never be guilty of 
another criminal act. His health was in a very delicate condi- 
tion, at request of agent he was s^'nt to the penitentiary hospital 
£>r one month, when he came out, a situation was provided for 
him, where he is doing well. 
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No. 3. — Had been sentenced to pay a fine of $25, on convic- 
tion of assault and battery. 

After being in prison upwards of four months, and utterly 
unable t^ pay said fine, a petition was prepared by the Associa- 
tion, and presented to the court of common pleas in his behalf. 
This fine was immediately remitted and the man discharged. 
He expressed himself as being very thankful, promising to res- 
train his passions iu the future. 

No. 4. — Was found in one of our city prisons, confined on a 
temporary commitment. He had been here during five weeks, 
and in a state of great wretchedness from a want of clean linen, 
&c., &c. 

The committing magistrate was seen, and the man was dis- 
charged, he expressed his regret at the omission. 

No. 5. — A boy aged 12 years was brought before the court, 
agent reminded the judge, though young in years, he was an old 
offender, a noted little pick-pocket. He was then committed to 
the Refuge 

No. 6. — Was charged with petit-larceny, agent had seen him 
in prison, and was impressed in his favor. 

A diligent examination into the complaint justified these con- 
clusions, his character up to this time was blameless. 

The complainant admitted he had been mistaken. The man 
was discharged, he has often called since and heartily thanked us. 

No. 7. — Was convicted of stealing a piece of pork, valued at 
eighty cents. He was sentenced by the court to the Penitentiary 
for one month. 

Before the adjournment of the court the agent ascertained his 
previous character had been good, and that want had compelled 
him to commit the petty theft, he had been out of employ the 
last nine weeks. 

These facts were submitted to the Recorder, and he discharged 
him with a severe admonition. 
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No. 8. — ^Had been committed on charge of abandonment. 
Agent found him in prison with no means to give security for 
his wife's support, all he could do was to promise not to forsake, 
but to provide for her as he had previously done to the best of his 
ability. The wife was seen, a better state of mind produced; 
then the man's discharge was obtained, for which they expressed 
th^r mutual gratitude. 

No. 9. — ^Was seen in prison on charge of abandonment, he had 
been in custody seven weeks, during that time he had had but 
one clean shirt. 

His home was visited by agent, who felt justified in waiting 
on the committing magistrate, submitting these facts, that the 
man is a sober, industrious, honest fellow, his employers gave 
him an excellent character, but that his wife is an intemperate, 
abusive, dirty woman — and that they should change places. 
The discharge of this truly unfortunate man was immediately 
obtained. 

No. 10. — ^Was sentenced by one of the police magistrates to 
the Island for 6 months on charge of vagrancy; his wife subse- 
quently called at the oflEice of the Association to consult them; 
she said ^^ two months since my husband left me with the view 
of receiving his week's wages; from that time up to yesterday I 
could hear nothing of him although I sought him in every like- 
ly place; I had concluded some accident had happened to him 
and that I should see him no more alive. Yesterday a man 
from Blackwells' Island came to see me, informing me that my 
husband is there; I hastened to see him and should be glad to 
have him home as he was a kind father and a good husband, but 
I have no money; I am told I cannot, get his discharge under 
10 dollars. 

Agent saw his employers and others who knew him well, the 
result justified the Association in procuring his immediate re- 
lease. The wife called to thank the friends for their timely in- 
terposition. 

No. 11. — ^Had been confined in prison seventy-five days with- 
out trial on charges of mutiny at sea. The agent of the Asso- 
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oiation waited on tha marshal and district attorney of the U. S. 
court, in behalf of this man. The papers were examined there 
being no witnesses retained against him he was discharged, for 
which the poor sailor danced with joy. 

No. 12. — Was charged with stealing a ring, her mental dis- 
tress seemed intolerable. 

She informed agent that three months since she was engaged 
as help at |4 per month, if she suited $5 was to be her wages. 
After faithfully serving the family two months she requested the 
sum due to her, the lady expressed her inability to pay her 
just then. The girl knowing the former servant had not been 
paid, desired to leave, she did so, after a week's delay she called 
on the lady and respectfully claimed her wages, which could 
not be obtained. Under the advice of her sister the help com- 
menced suit in a civil court for its rex)very; the amount with 
cost was paid into court. Within 2 days after said payment a 
warrant was obtained by this lady against this poor girl on 
charge of stealing a ring whilst living with her. She was ar- 
rested and brought before a police court, wheie she declared 
the son, a young man 27 years old had given it to her. This 
artless story was believed by agent who lost no time in waiting 
on the justice asking him to serve a subpoena on the young man, 
this was done, he failing to appear the young woman was dis- 
charged. 

But for the discrimination of this police magistrate she might 
have been consigned to prison, her character iiyured and her 
future made unutterably wretched. 

No. 13. — Was committed to prison in default of bail for al- 
leged disorderly conduct, he said a few angry words were ex- 
ehanged between him and his boarding-house keeper, a police 
officer was desired to take him in charge ; he was locked up 
without a chance of saying a word. Agent having ascertained 
him to be a man of sober, quiet habits, obtained his discharge. 

No. 14 — Three small boys remanded from last court day, on 
charge of stealing a small quantity of coal were again brought up. 
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The Association informed the court enquiries had been made 
into their past history — this was evidently their first offence^ 
their parents in court promised to look more carefully after 
them, they were then on recommendation of agent, dischai^ed. 

. No. 15. — A fine small boy of 14 years was seen in prison by 
agent; to whom he said, Mr. B, I wish you would get me sent to 
the Refuge, for I am told after a year or two, the gentlemen 
there will send me on & farm, there I should be happy; I am not 
happy now; I never can be happy as a thief, I am now afraid of 
every officer 1 meet, I never was afraid until I began to steal; 
wben asked how long hiVe you been in this country, replied 
four months, two months I worked hard and honest, two months 
I have been dishonest. 

Agent said, could you, would you, become a very good and 
honest boy« if I get you work on a farm, he wept and replied, 
oh yes sir, oh yes. His discharge was procured, and through 
the kindness of Rev. C. L. Brace, he was sent into the country 
on a farm, where we humbly trust he will do well. 

No. 16. — Aged 9 years was convicted of stealing, he said he 
was guilty, a beggar boy told him to do it. 

Agent visited the mother of this child, she is a widow in an ad- 
vanced stage of consumption, with three helpless children — with 
great difficulty she reached the court where her boy was tried, 
when introduced, his honor, the recorder said let that child go 
home with its mother. Two or three frends present contributed 
trifles to this poor dying woman — her Case was subsequently 
visited by the Poor Association, and other humane friends. 

No. 17. — ^Was charged with stealing an empty barrel; when 
asked what induced you to steal it, he replied, ^^ I came from 
Rahway to see my uncle but could not find him,* my little 
money was gone, and how to get back I knew not. I thought 
if I took this barrel it might fetch money enough to enable me 
to get home, but I was arrested, I am very sorry that I did it, 
but what could I do;" his story was confirmed by his work book, 
these facts were submitted to the city Judge. 
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Agent asked his discharge which was gimnted, and means ftur- 
nished him to reach home. 

No. 18. — ^Three small boys aged 12, 12'and 13 were charged 
with an older boy aged 18 with burglary^ the latter was evi- 
dently the worst and most guilty^ he was convicted and sen- 
tenced to the State Prison for two years. 

Several letters from respectable citizens were addressed to the 
Association asking their interposition in behalf of these little 
creatures, some was exerted, and these boys were properly 
cared for and sent away. 

No. 19. — Charged with petit larceny and remanded last court 
day, was again brought up. Agent informed the Judge he had 
ascertained, up to the day of her arrest, she had lived above 
suspicion, her character was really good, that she is a widow 
with three small children ; on suggestion of agent She was dis- 
charged. On the following day we introduced her to a shop of 
work where she is doing well. 

No. 20. — ^Was convicted of stealing a trifling article. This 
young man admitted he had gone astray, the last few months 
frequeating engine houses, low theatres and keeping late hours, 
he had lost sight of an early religious education, in fact said he 
'^I forgot everything good and practiced evil and that continual- 
ly. If I can be saved from the penitentiary this time I will turn 
round and reform; I can do it and will do it " A gentleman 
was introduced to the court who promised to give him work 
away from the city could he be discharged. 

The recorder suspended the Judgment and he was discharged. 
Since doing well. 

No. 21. — ^The parents of seven small boys called at the oflEice 
of the Association asking advice and aid in their behalf; agent 
expressed his regret there was no law to punish them rather 
than their children, as they were by fiur more to blame. 

The following week they were brought into court of general 
sessions; agent recommended four of them to be sent to the 

[Senate, Mo. 145.] 4 
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refuge, two to the JuTenlle asylum they haying IntempeTate pa- 
rents, the other^one was discharged, there being h<^ he would 
yet do well. 

No. 22. — ^Was charged with obtaining goods on false prcten- 
oes, he being very poor, and very penitent, he earnestly begged 
the aid and assistance of the Association. 

The fiiets were, he had been out of employ for seven weeics, 
and was with his wife and small family reduced to great priva- 
tions and in danger of being turned into the street. He became 
discouraged and sought comfort and solace in the free use of 
atrong drink, and during four weeks he had gone down from 
comparative comfort and respectability with a terrible velocity 
into the abyss of intemperance. During this same period he 
had surreptitiously obtained several articles in the name of his 
former employees and disposed of them for rum. He now felt 
ashamed and penitent. 

The complainants were seen and consulted, they much re- 
gretted having to appear against him, as they had known him 
for years and had always a high opinion of his integrity. 

* 

The district attorney was also conferred with, and the preced- 
ing facts submitted, with the assurance he had hitherto charac- 
terized, the honest man; with his characteristic sound sense and 
humanity a plea of petit larceny was accepted and the recorder 
IniBuenced by a judicious discrimination sentenced him to the 
penitentiary for 3 months only. 

The Association rendered him and his family some temporary 
assistance on his discharge, he now abstains from strong drink, 
he is industriously at work and is now a wiser and a better 
man. 

No. 23. — Several women were seen by agent, lounging about 
one of our police courtS| he indirectly ascertained they were 
waiting for the justice, and to obtain warrants against their hus- 
bands. These women were severely spoken to and advised to 
return to their homes. 
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Under the influenee of eommon sense reasoning, thej retired, 
promising to give their husbands another trial, and as far as pos- 
sible to make their respective dwellings, clean, attractive and 
happy. 

No. 24- — ^Was convicted last court day of stealing a watch 
from a person who slept in the same room with him at a lodging 
house. Agent informed the court he could ascertain nothing 
concerning him, he being a stranger in this city, he was again 
brought up. 

The complainant assured the judge his only object in coming 
again to the court was to get his watch, which he valued be- 
yond all price, his father having given it to him on his death 
bed. At this moment agent perceived an involuntary restless- 
ness about the prisoner, which induced him to believe he had 
stolen the watch, (although there did exist some doubt,) he 
arose and begged the court to suspend the case for five minutes, 
this was done, agent then approached him saying, Charles give 
Bie the ticket of that watch — you took the watch^ you havt fledged 
it — ^you hear how much the complainant values it, give me the 
ticket yhe replied, ^Oh! how can I give it up, I am ashamed, I 
was starving at the time or I should not have done it," he then 
reluctantly placed it in the agent's hand, it was given to the 
owner, when he walked up to the judge, saying, ** Tour honor, I 
have been very fortunate in getting the ticket of my watch. 
It was pledged for a trifle and I can redeem it easily, and now 
let me say jtf rfge, I believe he was very much put to it for money, 
or he would not have taken it, judge forgive him." 

Believing this to be his first offence, the Association besought 
the court to be lenient toward him. The judge regarded the 
case as a very hopeful one, and suspended the judgment and 
discharged him. He called at our office on his release from 
custody, he was hungry and we fed him, and afterwards accom- 
panied him on board a steamboat, paid his passage to the home 
of his friend, where seven months after we learn he is at work, 
cheerful and happy. 

No. 26. — ^Was charged with petit larceny, of late he had ac- 
quired irregular and bad habits, this was the first time he had 
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been suspected of dishonesty, he appeared to be very painfoUj 
exercised, and solemnly promised reformation could the court 
be induced to exerdse mercy toward him; hi» widowed mother 
with his late employer, and the complainant earnestly entreated 
his discharge. ^ 

The Association also represented the case as commending it- 
self to the faTorable consideration of the judge, judgment was 
suspended and he was discharged. 

No. 26. — ^Two young lads, about 17 and 18 years of age were 
charged with burglary in the third degree. 

The mother of one was observed in prison weeping bitterly 
and in the deepest habiliments of mourning, her story to your 
agent was a sorrowAil one. Her husband had been for many 
long months painfully afKicted, eventually he lost his reason, 
eight weeks since he was removed by death. 

« 

At this very time her elder son was very sick and within 10 
days of the father's burial, the son died also. On this very day 
this son was in prison, (expecting soon to be tried) was arrested 
with his accomplice. The complainant was immediately seen, 
he had conversed with this worse than twice widowed mother, 
and deeply sympathised with her. The little property had been 
all restored and besides this one of the lads was his own nephew, 
and he too was fatherless; under these circumstances the assis^ 
tant district attorney most willingly acceded to the request of 
the agent by accepting a plea of attempt at burglary. 

A strong appeal was made to the city judge in behalf of these 
two young men, accompanied by a recommendation of the pub- 
lic prosecutor. 

The judge exercised a sound discretion by severely admonish- 
ing them, at the same time intimating, but for the great interest 
evinced by many respectable persons, they would have been dealt 
very differently with The distressing condition of the widowed 
mother of the one, and the desire of the complainant in relation 
to the other, with their solemn promises, on their part, to live a 
life of honest industry in time to come had disposed him to sus- 
pend judgment and to discharge them. 
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On the following morning one of these youths was shipped 
for sea. 

The other called with his anxious mother at the offiee of the 
Association to thank them for being instrumental in saving him 
from the State prison, promising to avoid such dangers in time 
io come. 

No. 27. — Had been sentenced to citj prison for an alleged as- 
sault and battery, for one month with a fine of $25. 

He had served out the month and 45 days in addition thereto, 
and was altogether unable to pay any portion of the same. 

A bill having passed the Legislature giving power to the re- 
corder and city judges to remit a fine imposed by either court 
of sessions, an application was made to the judge in this case 
by the Association when the fine was remitted and the man dis- 
charged. 

No. 28. — ^A decent looking man had been locked up on charge 
of intemperance. The agent expressed his regret that such a 
person should have acquired habits so destructive and degrading, 
he admitted for the last few months such had been the case, but 
now come what would, life or death, he promised to abstain. 
The family of this man were seen by agent, they expressed a 
desire now that he promised not to touch the first glass to pro- 
cure his discharge. The committing magistrate was seen and 
his release obtained for which he expressed great thankfulness. 
He now and for 9 months since, has abstained from the use of 
intoxicating liquor. 

No. 89. — ^Was arraigned for stealing an over coat, he was de- 
tected with the garment in his possession. 

The judge asked him if he had a family, he replied I have a 
wife and five children. 

■ 

Agent felt it his duty to inform the court that the prisoner is 
an old ofiender, he had been repeatedly convicted of similar 
tricks, and had been several times on the Island, he told the 
same story then of having five children, and which is a tissue 
of fidsehood. He was then sent to the penitentiary for six 
xioirtha. 



No. 30. — ^Was eonvioted of petit laioenj, np to bis arrest his 
character had been without a blemish. His parents were per- 
sons of high moral standings i 

Agent asked the court to remand him that they might be in- 
troduced. The fkther waited on the judge who listened to the 
representations made, judgment wa» suspended and the young 
man was discharged. 

Eight months subsequent to this CT^nt the father called at the 
office of the Association to say the son is now industriously pur- 
suing an honest business — ^pained on account of the past, but 
thankful for the mercy shown him, and resolved (o avoid the 
very appearance of eviL 

No. 31. — On complaint of his wife was conVicted of assault 
and battery. She told agent he is a good fellow when sober, 
but a devil when drunk. She had been advised by her friends 
to send him to the penitentiary for six months. 

She was shown a better way, it was to sign the temperance 
pledge herself, and then to influence him to follow her exam- 
ple, to this she assented, instead of sending him up she begged 
the judge to discharge him. Some months passed when this 
couple called at our office, sober, thanlLful and happy, a bible 
and two other good and appropriate books were given them. 

No. 32. — Was advised to coBsolt the Prison Association. She 
stated that on the 27th of the month, she visited New-York, and 
was thrown into bad company, by a young woman with whom 
she had a slight acquaintance, and by whom she was urged to 
q>end a few days at her boarding house. She went and soon 
discovered it was a bad house. Overtures were made to her, 
which were indignantly spumed; she determined to leave and 
return home to her family — ^but her clothes were detained for 
(as was said,) her board bill. She went to the police court, no 
assistance could be given her, as there was no law to reach the 
case, hence she was sent to us. Agent having his hands fiill in- 
troduced her by letter to the mayor. 

At this time she was without hat, shawl, dress, shoe or stock- 
ing, with a pair of old rubbers upon her feet, and an apron ove^ 
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her Moulders. WitMn two or three hours she returned to our 
offiee in full dress, saying an offieer had been sent with her to 
this house of prostitution, this den of thieves amongst whom 
she had fallen, her clothes were restored to her for which she 
blessed the mayor and thanked the Association. 

A trifle of money was advanced her, and a free passage to her 
home was procured. 

No. 33. — ^Was convicted of grand larceny, it was proven that 
she had picked up a pocket book containing $4, and had refused 
to deliver it up to its owner, and had also struck complainant 
as well as denied the charge. The recorder sentenced her to 
one month in the penitentiary. Her husband was also sent 
there for the same period, for obstructing the officer in the 
execution of his duty when conveying her to the station house. 

On leaving the court, agent ascertained she had three small 
children alone and unprotected, this fact was communicated to 
the recorder who ordered her to be brought back; she said het 
hushand had been long sick and unable to work, herself and 
Camily are in want, to pay her lawyer his fee of two dollars, she 
had been driven to pledge her blankets off her wretched bed. 
His h^or discharged her. 

No. 34. — ^A respectable looking woman was observed in court, 
eiideiitly in great mental distress, the cause was soon ascer*- 
tained. Her husband died three years since, leaving her witk 
three small children, the eldest was that morning to be tried on 
petit larceny. 

She stated up to this time he had never been suspected of OM 
dishonest Iriek, he was regularly employed, and as invariably 
brought home his hard earned wages, which materially assisted 
her in fiipporting her ikmily, paying her rent, &c., the last three 
or four Saturday nights he had frequented the Bowery and 
Chatham theatres, whether the performance, the late hours, ot 
the association growing out of the practices had any influence In 
leading him to commit the wrong she could not say, but this she 
knew he had never done such an act before — ^when brought be- 
fiwe the recorder, he was asked ^^ why he had done it," said «f( 
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older boy who went with him to the plaj, told him that was the 
easiest way to get rich/' he now saw it was wrong and wicked^ 
and would never do it again. His honor said, well ^^ I will try 
you/' he was then discharged. A situation was obtained for 
this little fellow, where we hope he will conduct himself well. 
The widowed mother expressed her gratitude for the sympathy 
shown to her and her erring boy. 

No. 33. — ^A decent widow woman had been advised to confer 
with the agent in relation to her daughter who had been arrested 
on her way from work to her boarding house, she was taken 
with many others before a police magistrate and without any 
opportunity to defend herself, or to send to her friends was 
committed to the Island for six months as a vagrant — enquiries 
were made into this case, the girl's employer, the mistress of the 
boarding-house where she stayed, and the physician a friend of 
the moiher, were consulted. 

The result influenced your agent to adopt appropriate means, 
and the discharge of the young woman was promptly obtained . 

No. 36. — ^Was convicted of stealing a small quantity of oats 
valued at fifteen cents to give to a wearied and hungry horse, 
(not his own). 

Agent ascertained this man had worked for a stevedore the 
last three years, and who spoke well of him. It being his first 
offence and one of diminutive character, agent recommended 
his discharge. 

No. 87. — ^Was charged with grand larceny, he had been In 
prison nearly two months, he said to agent ^^ on the evening of 
my arrest I was running to keep an appointment, when a boy 
cried .out ^ stop him,' ^ stop him.' A police officer heard the 
cry, and seeing me run gave chase and took me into custody, I 
was brought before a police justice and temporarily committed, 
no one appeared against me, as no one could." The case was 
enquired into by agent, and there being no reasonable ground of 
detention his discharge was obtained. 

No. 38. — A sober looking young man was found in prison on 
complaint of an officer, having a stone in his hand, intent on 
mischief. 
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The prisoner said that all the offence Ue had committed was 
heedlessly to throw a stone at a cat; he had been confined 
already ten days without examination, a punishment brutal and 
more savage than his own conduct had been. 

Agent finding no other complaint against him obtained his 
discharge. 

No. 39. — On complaint of his wife, had bee^ locked up in the 
tombs the last seven weelcs on charge of abandonment. 

After considerable difficulty the wife was found by agent, 
who endeavored to show her a better way to live in har- 
mony with her husband than to have him confined in prison for 
so many weeks without a change in linen or any other comfort. 

She appeared to wake up. to the sense of wrong she had done 
him, acd especially as he had not abandoned her, and that he 
was both sober and industrious. 

This stupid woman had been led by bad advisers, they had 
persuaded her it was a mortal sin for her to live with her hus- 
band, he being a protestant — She accompanied agent to the pro- 
per authorities and obtained his discharge. 

No. 40. — ^An interesting little«girl 12 years, and under advice 
of agent pleaded guilty to a charge of petit larceny. He ascer- 
tained her parents are both dead, the mother very recently, she 
was now alone without friends or home. The recorder placed 
her in the hands of agent- A comfortable family undertook to 
provide for her, she was sent out under the care of the chil- 
dren's aid society. 

No. 41. — Was convicted of petit larceny; agent discovered 
want of work, and consequent want of bread, had driven him 
" to steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry ;" he was dis- 
charged on recommendation of agent, who supplied his imme- 
diate wants, and then procured for him a berth on board a sloop, 
he soon after left the city. 

No. 42. — Was indicted for grand larceny; agent had often con- 
versed with him in prison, his sorrowful and artless story had 
interested the association strongly in his behalf. 



B8 [Stiun 

Sil months since hp arrived in this eonntry from Ireland, be- 
ing very poor, he had worked his passage; as soon as the ship 
reached quarantine (Staten Island,) the health officer found him 
sick and ordered his remoyal to the hospital, were he remained 
four months; when convalescent he was discharged, without 
friends, money or home; for four days he was without food ex- 
cept what bits he picked up in the streets ; he often asked for 
food, ^ but no man gave unto him," there remained no alterna- 
tive but to starve or steal ; passing a house where the servant was 
sweeping the door, in a paroxysm of wild despair he ran into 
the hall, took down an over coat and quickly departed; he went 
into a second hand clothing store and offered it for sale, whilst 
the purchaser was carefully examining the garments a hard sub- 
stance was found to be in the pocket, and which proved to be 
two unfinished gold watch cases, taken home by the manufac- 
turer to complete. At this moment, the servant girl, accompa- 
nied by a police of&cer entered the store, arrested the young 
man, and conducted him before a police magistrate by whom he 
was fully committed for trial. 

The complainant being influenced by principles of humanity, 
and having ascertained the truthfulness of the foregoing state- 
ment, felt no desire to see him punished. 

The district attorney under these circumstances accepted a 
plea of guilty of petit larceny, his wretched, ragged, desolate 
appearance excited the commiseration of all who saw him; he 
was remanded until the following Saturday; on that day he 
again appeared in court of general sessions, but his appearance 
was so changed and improved, he was scarcely recognized as 
the same person, the association having supplied him with a 
suit of clothes ftom head to foot, inside and outside. 

With great urbanity the recorder listened to the application of 
agent, asking the leniency of the court. His Honor very feel- 
ingly addressed him, and then suspended the judgment and re- 
stored him to liberty. 

One of the jurors arose and spontaneously offered him a place 
of work which wasveiy gratefully accepted. The association 



adyanoed him sufficient monej to sustain him until Monday, 
when he eommenpett his new career with a light and thankful 
heart. 

No. 43. — Plead guilty to receiving ten dollars, knowing i* had 
been stolen. Agent assured the court he had carefully enquired 
into this young man's history; he had been in a very delicate state 
of health for some time, and unable to earn his daily bread, un- 
der this pressure he had yielded to temptation; he was never in 
prison before; he had evinced penitence for the past, beside 
these powerful considerations, in all human probability this 
young man will soon be numbered with the silent dead. His 
Honor, the recorder, in a very impressive manner admonished 
and advised him, then suspended the judgment and discharged 
him. 

The association rendered him a little pecuniary aid, by which 
means he was enabled to go into the country. 

No 44. — ^Plead guilty to an attempt at grand larceny, and 
was brought up for sentence. Agent reminded the court in this 
case nothing had been stolen, the youth was found in suspicious 
circumstances; he had hitherto sustained a good character for 
sobriety, honesty and industry, and was very kind and attentive 
to his widowed mother. 

Since his arrest he had studiously avoided the society of men 
worse than himself, on every occasion he was seen by agent, he 
was in tears and always expressing a strong determination to 
avoid even the appearance of evil. 

The judge regarded the case as one of very hopeful charac- 
ter, judgment was suspend?d and the young man was discharged; 
he has since walked circumspectly. 

No. 45. — A colored man and his wife were arrested in August, 
1854, on charge of burglary, in January, 1855, they were tried 
and convicted ; subsequent developments satisfied the authori- 
ties that these parties were innocent of the charge ; in the month 
of December following, agent waited on the judge before whom 
they were tried, to ascertain the cause of their protracted im- 
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prisonment, when he replied, ^^I feel some doubt of their guilt, 
in fact I am persuaded they were not guiity';" agent begged his 
honor to adopt such means as would secure their discharge, as 
it appeared cruel to keep innocent persons so long in prison. 
The judge said, ^^ I thought a little imprisonment would do them 
good, as their characters were not the best;" an immediate dis- 
charge was obtained for them by pardon, for which they ten- 
dered their best thanks. 

No. 46. — Was accused of taking out work from a manufac- 
turer with intent todefraud him of the same. The prisoner said 
he had applied for the work not for himself, but for an acquaint- 
ance, and he had no doubt but it would be safely returned. 

The Recorder proposed to remand him until next court day, 
and should the property not be returned then to send him to the 
penitentiary. The man having a very large family dependent 
on him for support, agent begged his Honor not to remand him, 
and to allow him to depart, to suspend the judgment for one 
week, and then should he fail to produce it to re-arrest and 
punish him; to this proposition the recorder acquiesced; On 
the Saturday following, the complainant, with the man and his 
wife, called at the office of the association, to say the material 
had been made up (by this man's friend,) and brought in, to hib 
entire satisfaction ; the woman thanked the agent for saving her 
babes from want, and her husband from disgrace and a prison. 

No. 47. — A miserable looking man was brought into court of 
Special Sessions, he had been confined in prison for 10 weeks on 
charge of a felonious assault and battery; no witnesses could be 
found; no one appeared against him. The assistant district at- 
torney requested his discharge; agent begged the court to send 
him back until the association supplied him with a clean shirt 
and a suit of clothes, which were sent oi^the following day. 

No. 48. — Remanded from last court day, was again brought 
up; when agent stated he had made very diligent enquiries into 
his antecedents; up to this time his life had been above re- 
proach, he appeared very penitent and promised never to make 
another attempt in this wrong direction. 
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His father had been sick the last eight years, his mother, has a 
terrible struggle to support him and her four children, she 
begged the judge to forgive him if he was guilty of an attempt 
which she could not believe; agent recommended his discharge 
which was granted. 

No. 49. — Was charged with petit larceny, he acknowledged 
his guilt, but promised to steal no more, it was his first offence 
and a very trifling one. Three of his former employers were 
seen by agent, they each spoke well of him, one of them " full 
of soul " said, " he is not a bad fellow, please get him dis- 
charged and I will employ him right away." These facts were 
shown the court and he was discharged. 

No. 50. — ^A sailor had been confined in prison during 14 
weeks on charge of grand larceny. Agent waited on the dis- 
trict attorney of the U. S. Court, and earnestly begged that he 
be tried or discharged, as he was in a state of great wretchedness 
for want of clothes and linen. 

The complaint was promptly investigated; there were no wit- 
nesses against him, he was therefore discharged. 

These few instances will suffice to give a general idea of the 
character of our labors ; hundreds of others might be adduced 
of equal interest and importance. 

We have felt, during the last two years, often, very often, dis- 
couraged, and disquietbd within us at the frightful number of 
our unfortunate fellow-men locked up in our city prisons on 
charges of crime. We have daily visited them^ and as indus- 
triously labored to do them good. 

The most hopeful cases were very carefully selected, especial- 
ly those whom we regarded as innocent of the crime imputed to 
them. In such instances we never tire in collecting testimony, 
finding witnesses, and bringing them before the courts. 

For those who for the first time are arrested, and by whom 
sincere penitence seems to be shown and promises of amend- 
ment made, these representations are, at the proper time, sub- 
mitted. 
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Where the prisoner has been enticed in a moment of tempta- 
tion — sinned as by accident — ^impelled by hunger, consequent on 
being out of employment; in fact, whenever we discern any cir^ 
cnmstances of extenuation, these are honestly submitted to the 
proper authorities, and the unfortunate creature is more or less 
advantaged. 

Special attention has been given to young persons, to whom 
our timely interposition has been of remarkable service. In 
multiplied instances we have restored such to their parents and 
friends, on the promise of exercising a more watchful care over 
them. Very many of these visit us at our office, to whom we 
lend a useful book, and encourage to walk in right paths. 
Others we have been enabled to send into the country; some, 
through the influence of private friends, and many by the 
Children's Aid Society, to whom we feel much indebted. 

Much of our time has been devoted to men confined in prison 
on complaints of their wives for alleged assaults and abandon- 
ment. In most of these cases the faults were found to be pretty 
nicely balanced and reciprocated between them. In very many 
instances we have not only procured the discharge of the pri- 
soner, but have happily succeeded in showing them a more ex- 
cellent way of life. 

The wife has been influenced to make home clean^ comforta- 
ble and attractive, and the husband induced to become a man 
of peace, and sober, industrious habits. In this work we have 
i«lioiced as such jarring elements have been harmonized, much 
distress to families prevented, and precious time that would 
have been sacrificed in prison devoted to pursuits of healthy 
0mplo]naient and profit. 

A very prominent feature in our visits to the city prisons is 
especially to help those who may be penniless, friendless and 
alone, should their cases commend themselves to our sense of 
equity and right, and in no one instance to lend ourselves di- 
rectly or indirectly to assist an old offender, as we hold it to be 
our duty to protect the community from a repetition of outrage 
and crime. 
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A retrospectiye view of the past should excite our grateful 
acknowledgment; under Divine Providence we have been in- 
strumental in aiding many deserving persons, in drying up bitter 
tears, and healing hearts well nigh broken ; the wanderer from 
right paths has happily been restored, and is now rejoicing in 
an upright consciousness. 

There is no exaggeration in saying there can be no objects that 
demand more imperatively the study and attention of the legis- 
lator, or claim the devotion and sympathy of the philantropist 
and christian, than those of this association. It seeks the dimi- 
nution and prevention of crime and the reform of the criminal. 
It is true the agency employed has been feeble, and the efforts 
comparatively insignificant, but God in his providence has given 
efficiency to their humble exertions. We have not labored in 
vain, neither spent our strength for naught; the blessings of 
those who were ready to perish is our rich reward ; we thank 
God and take courage. 

Your agent feels it his important duty to recognize the effi- 
cient aid and help rendered him in the prosecution of his ardent 
and trying labors, by those connected with the administration 
of criminal law in New-York and Brooklyn. 

The advice and assistance afforded him, especially by the dis- 
trict attornies and their assistants, he most gratefully appre- 
ciates. 

We repeat, with small means and a treasury exceedingly con- 
tracted, much good has already been done. The resources at 
handy well husbanded, have alleviated great distresses. The 
hungry have been fed, the naked clothed, and the desolate heart 
made to rejoice. Much of our success we attribute to the law 
of love, the law of kindness; we have tried to win and constrain 
men to forsake their evil ways, and by evidences of disinterested 
sympathy and commisseration, without reward, gratuity, or 
recompense, our prayerful desires have been exceeded beyond 
our fondest anticipation. 

Please accept my best thanks for every measure of assistance 
yourself and committee have rendered me; and with a solemn 
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purpose to work in this field of practical godliness, with constant 
fidelity and zeal, 

I am, dear sir, jours respectfully, 

ABRAHAM BEAL, 
•Agent of Deienium Committee. 

Office of Prison Association, 16 Centre-st., ? 

Jfeuy- Yorkj January 28, 1857. J 

To the Committee on JDucharged Convicte: 

Richard Reed, Esq., Chairman: Dear Sir — In compliance 
with your rules and regulations, I respectfully present to you a 
brief statement and annual report, which will embrace the 
practical amount of work done in this department of the asso- 
ciation, during the last two years, ending 31st December, 1856. 

In all our efforts we have labored in conformity to one of the 
prominent articles of our constitution and charter which says : 

Its objects shall be ^^ the support and encouragement of re- 
formed convicts after their discharge, by affording them the 
means of obtaining an honest livelihood, and sustaining them in 
their efforts to reform." 

If there is one class of our unfortunate fellow-men that need 
our sympathy more than another, it is the prisoner just thrown 
once more upon the world from his cold and narrow cell. 

The first that the public hear of a prisoner is, that he is ac- 
cused of crime. All the material facts are collected — ^he is con- 
victed; and then, instead pf taxing our ingenuity to ascertain 
the most probable means likely to affect his better nature, our 
study is, how much punishment can we inflict upon him, rather 
(we repeat) than what can be done to enlighten and reclaim him. 
Little do we think of the various circumstances which have sur- 
rounded and led him into temptation. The law may be exceed- 
ingly arbitrary in his particular case. He is consigned to the 
penitentiary for months, or the State prison for years, where the 
facilities to acquire light and knowledge and a higher moral 
sense are but few and small. Although the condition of prison* 
ers is very much improved and meliorated, and the discipline is 
of a more humane character than it was, still we are constrained 
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to make the humiliating acknowledgment, that whilst much is 
done to improve the condition of other unfortunates, compara- 
tively little is attempted by appropriate moral appliances, to 
convert the transgressor of the law from the error of his ways ; 
to restore him to himself, his family, his home, and to make him 
a good and useful member of society. We, however, confident- 
ly hope, in this our day of extraordinary progressive develop- 
ment, the approximation of a more propitious dispensation for 
the unfortunate inmates of our penal institutions. 

When, instead of gloomy prisons, ball and chain, the yoke 
and destructive showerbath and instruments of pain, moral hos- 
pitals, under the direction and supervision of moral physicians, 
shall administer to their diseased patients moral medicines, 
which shall restore them to moral health. In the march of 
christian civilization and progress that day must dawn; then 
will the long predicted period be facilitated, when the wicked- 
ness of the wicked shall come to an end. 

We avow ourselves the friend of the discharged convict; we 
have for many years felt deeply interested in his behalf. We 
fix our eye upon him when the law has had its full demands, 
when he is once more to be entrusted with his liberty and mingle 
again with his friends, and enter the busy walks of life; he looks 
forward to it with a throbbing heart, with hope not unmixed 
with fear; he counts the hours with sleepless excitement; his 
brain is fevered, his pulse beats high and loud; at length the 
morning comes, he leaves his narrow cell with earnest ejacula- 
tion, ^^ oh Grod keep me from coming back," he doffs the prison 
livery and resumes a better dr^ss, the door is thrown open, and 
he finds himself without its walls; what an interesting moment; 
he rapidly ascends the hill, his eye dilates on the magnificent 
scenery around, above and beyond him, his lungs expand, he 
breathes another atmosphere, one much more congenial to his 
nature, and as his steps quicken towards the depot, his capacious 
soul cries out, " I am/ree/ I am/ree/ I smfreeP^ He possesses 
but limited means to travel beyond the distance of the place 
from which he was sentenced; he proceeds hither with railroad 
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velocity, it is the home of his childhood, the home of his friends, 
with enthusiastic anticipation of meeting there a hearty welcome* 
He seeks his wife— she had yisited him occasionally the first 
two or three years of his imprisonment^ but now to his horror 
he ascertains she is gone to parts unknown. His steps are in- 
stinctively led to the former habitation of his mother, from 
whom he hoped much, although he had heard nothing for a year; 
he finds her not, she is numbered with the dead; his fall and 
consequent punishment had brought her grey hairs in sorrow to 
the grave. The more distant branches of his family are scat- 
tered and away, and the apparently more respectable portion of 
his earlier associates know him not; he stands isolated and alone, 
sadly discouraged, his desolate heart is nigh breaking. 

This is a momentous period in his history, one pregnant with 
serious consequences for weal or woe, affecting his best interests 
for the present and t&e future, and which often exerts an influ- 
ence on his temporal, spiritual and eternal condition. 

Now, at this very moment, he needs the aid of christian sym* 
pathy; let it be extended to him in kind looks, in kind words, 
in kind actions; follow the example of our common Lord, who 
conferred benefits on the body as the most efficient means to 
secure the confidence, affections and salvation of the soul. In 
such a case he may be sustained even in this hour of sore trial, 
and become once more happy and useful ; but let this precious 
opportunity pass, and he who had sincerely purposed in his in- 
most soul to live as becomes a man, falls to rise no more. He 
is invariably driven into bad society, his old and more desperate 
associates, neglect and persecution, produce a reckless disregard 
of laws, human and divine, and the last state of that man Id 
worse than the first. 

There are few conditions more criticU and embarrassing, help- 
lesjs and forbidding than this of the discharged convict. The 
infamy of crime attaches to his name and follows his footsteps, 
and however strong the evidences of reformation he may ex- 
hibit in the present state of society, it cannot be expected that 
the confidence of the community will be at once extended to 
him. 
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A great gulf divides prison life from the life of our homes. 
More the pity, but the gulf exists, it is wide and deep, daik- 
Bess and ruin are there, and therein have teeming thousands 
Callen to rise no more. In our experience we have daily and 
painful illustrations of its truth. Where is the mistress that 
will take as a help a servant; where is the tradesman, the mer- 
chant or manufacturer, who will take by the hand and employ 
one of our unfortunate fellow creatures just released from a 
prison. The very proposition to a large majority of our citizens 
excites ridicule and astonishment. 

Hence it will be quickly perceived the path of the discharged 
prisoner is strewed with great danger, He leaves the prison 
with but $4, allowed by the State, a sum altogether inadequate 
to sustain him until he finds employment, the diiSSculties of 
which we know much of. 

Under such circumstances temporary relief is absolutely in- 
dispensable, both to him as well as to the security of life and 
property of the entire community. 

The following cases, selected from our diary, are respectfully 
submitted as an exposition of the principles on which the asso- 
ciation is based, and as an illustration of their practical develop- 
ment. 

No. 1. — ^Was convicted of burglary in the 3rd degree, and 
sentenced to Sing Sing prison for 2 years. He calls at the office 
on his discharge and says, ^^ I worked hard in prison and suf- 
fered much for this the first crime I had committed, I am deter- 
mined never to suffer for the second.'' He had left the prison a 
week and was now in this city, without money or home, he 
wished to return home to his friends in the country. The asso- 
eiaticm procured him a ticket, lent him a dollar and saw him on 
his road. 

No. 2. — ^Had been comricted of grand larceny and sentenced 
for 2 years to State prison. On his discharge he calls on the as- 
sociation and says, ^^ Intemperance occasioned all my troubles 
and disgrace, that I may avoid stealing and doing other wrongs, 
I will drink no more intoxicating drink. I was once showered 
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for talking, and once for looking up from my work as some visi- 
tors were passing. I have no fault to find with my keeper or 
the prison oflBicers." He was sustained until a situation was pro- 
cured for him. 

No. 3. — Had spent four months on Slackwell's Island, on charge 
of vagrancy : he said, " I was out of work and short of money, 
I applied at the station house for shelter during the night. On 
the following morning an officer conducted m^ before a police 
magistrate, where he in his wisdom sent me to prison. Pecuniary 
aid from the association enabled him to reach the country. 

No. 4. — ^Had spent three years and six months in Sing Sing 
prison, on conviction of burglary in the 3rd degree. He served 
out the whole term and returns to this city " no better man ;'^ 
he admits drink had produced all his disgrace and misery in the 
past. To-day he calls on the association under the influence of 
his old enemy; he was admonished, but his case is a very bad 
one, he having taken the most effectual step to return. A place 
of work was provided for him on a canal. 

No. 5. — On conviction of petit larceny had been sentenced to 
the penitentiary for 6 months. He says he feels anxious to avoid 
a prison in future ; he was driven by want (and it is an ugly 
customer) to steal, he means well now and hopes to be kept 
right. He was aided by the association until he obtained work. 

No. 6. — ^Was charged with grand larceny. On bis own con- 
fession he was convicted and sentenced to Sing Sing for 2 years. 
He says he had a decent situation in this city, where he conducted 
himself well until he was beset with a temptation he could not 
resist, it was sudden and powerful, he fell, he robbed his em- 
ployer; the change from innocence to guilt was tremendous) 
within a few minutes he fell in his own estimation and most sin- 
cerely regretted the step he had so wickedly taken ; he did not 
abscond, the property was restored, ^t was his first offence; 
fondness for company and the social glass were the prolific source 
of his fall and degradation. 

The association helped him with a little money, a place of 
work T7as obtained for him in the country, he abstains from li- 
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quor and is now prudent and economical ; we have strong hopes 
he will walk circumspectly. 

No. 7. — Had served out a sentence of 3 months in the' peni- 
tentiary for stealing ; he called at our office expressing his de- 
termination to be scrupulously honest in time to come. One of 
his former employers offered to give him work, he was sent ther^ 
with suitable clothing by the association. 

No. 8. — Was convicted of receiving stolen property, and sen« 
tenced to the penitentiary for six months. The facts were, a 
little girl, aged 12 years, had been addicted to purloin trifles 
from her parents; these were spent on candies, &c., at length 
she called on the $ame poor old woman of whom she had pur- 
chased those small notions, with a dollar bill, asking her to 
take <^are of it for her; she complied. Subsequently the bill 
was missing; inquiries were instituted, when this young girl 
acknowledged taking it, and placing it in the hands of this old 
lady. An officer was directed to arrest her on the charge. She 
solemnly protested that she knew nothing of the theft. 

On her discharge she calls on the association and says, the 
punishment was unmerited and tinjust. When arrested twelve 
shillings was taken from her, she applied for its return, and was 
told her lawyer had, on her order, 'received it. She says *^ what 
to do she knows not; could she obtain that sum she might begin 
her little business, and without it the work house must be her 
portion." Agent asked the lawyer to di^orge the amount; he 
acquiesced. The poor woman appeared to be very grateful, she 
is now keeping a stand with fruit and candies, doing well. 

No. 9. — Has been out of employment since his discharge from 
custody, on suspicion of petit larceny. Agent sent him to a 
benevolent tradesman who employed him. Two dollars were 
lent him. After the lapse of a few days he calls to say a better 
situation had offered, and which he had accepted. He subse- 
quently pays the association the money that had been advanced 
him, and with grateful thanks. 

No. 10. — On his discharge from the penitentiary, calls at the 
office of the association to say he wants to reach , where he 



/ 



70 [StRAIII 

could procure employment and be sared from threatened ruin. 
This was regarded as a hopeful case, a coat, hat and money were 
given him, which enabled him to get home. 

No. 1 1 . — ^A German had been sentenced to Blackwell's island 
for a petit larceny. He admits his guilt and appears to be not 
only penitent but determined to mend his way^. Gate him s 
coat, pants, shirt, cap and a German Bible. 

No. 12. — Calls on the association after being in the peniten- 
tiary a month on charge of petit larceny. Agent had written 
to his friends, who declined to give him shelter, as such a step 
might operate injuriously to them, and not at all advantageously 
to him. They begged every effort may be made to induce him 
to return to Germany ; for this purpose funds were placed in 
the hands of a friend. To this proposition he replied, ^ I can- 
not go home, I have sinned, and it would come out, and then 
my mothelr's heart would break; my prospects are better here, 
bad as they are, than they could be there; I feel lam an altered 
young man, in the fhture I will be honest; oh Mr. B., you helped 
me when I was tried, pray try and help me now: do get me 
some humble place where I c4n earn a livelihood; I will never 
disgrace you, no never. He was sent into the country by the 
association, where, we are glad to know, he is doing well. 

No. 13. — Served six months in the penitentiary on charge of 
assault and battery. He says, ^^ I was to bfatme, but my punish- 
ment was too severe; my wife was unable to keep house, hence 
she was sent same day to alms house; we both Ittt to-day, des- 
titute and friendless." The association redeemed his tools, and 
lent him a little money; he immediately went to work, with 
good prospects for the future. 

No. 14. — Was convicted of grand larceny and sentenced to 
Sing Sing prison for two years; he served out the term and was 
discharged. At that time the association aided him with money, 
clothes and employment. He visits the office to-day and says, 
" Never shall I forget the kindness shown to me when I left the 
State prison by this association; my object in calling is to assure 
tbe gentlemen that from that time to the present, niearly three 
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years, I have done nothing wrong, and I feel a delight in walk- 
ing honestly and uprightly.'' 

No. 15. — ^Had spent two years in Sing Sing prison on charge 
of grand larceny. He calls at our ojQice, begging the association 
to assist him with a fqw shirts and other necessary garments, as 
he hoped to get shipped for St. Juan to-morrow. At a later 
hour he again called, agent having ascertained the truth of his 
statement; he was supplied with the articles he most required. 
He appeared very thankful for the sympathy shown him, same 
time solemnly promising the first step in the wrong directicm 
fihall not be taken. Several good books, with Bible and Prayer 
book, were presented to him. 

No. 16. — Was convicted of forgery in the 4th degree and sen- 
tenced to State prison for 2 years. On his discharge he called 
on the association, praying them to find him work, until this 
was accomplished his daily wants were supplied ; a Bible anil 
other appropriate good books were given him. 

No. 17. — ^Had been convicted of grand larceny and sentenced 
to State prison for 3 years and 6 months. He says, I was a 
foolish fellow to do wrong and worse to keep bad company, it 
came home to me, my punishment was severe still I will not 
complain. I have no fault to find with the prison or the officers, 
I did not expect to meet with a palace there, neither did I 
dream of finding angels as keepers. Since New-Tears we had a 
complete change of officers, I think them more humane whilst 
they hold a tight rein with a strong hand, they are not unkind. 
Still I prefer liberty to a prison, and to avoid it I will try what 
I never tried before, I will foUow the example of better men 
than myself, and I will see what the Bible and the church will 
do. I am determined to turn completely round. This man is 
now, 16 months after his discharge, industriously pursuing an 
honest course, avoiding the very appearance of evil, respected 
and respectable. 

No. 18. — ^Galls at the office when discharged from the peni- 
tentiary, where he had spent 6 months on charge of embezzle- 
ment. This case from the fijrst was regarded as one of a hopefu> 
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character, he evinced pungent sorrow, haying sinned against the 
clearest light, the result of an early religious training. He said 
" never can I forgive myself;" he expressed his sincere thanks 
to the association for the anxious care manifested towards him, 
at the same time he solemnly pledged himself under all circum- 
stances to evidence his sincerity by the blamelessnes» of his fu- 
ture life. 

He procured a situation away from New-Tork, where he is now 
occupying a position of respectability, anticipating the day 
when he will be enabled to make restitution for the wrong done. 
On leaving the city he said, " I bless Ood there is such an insti- 
tution as the New-York Prison Association." 

• 

No. 19. — ^Was convicted of grand larceny on his own confes- 
sion and sentenced to Sing Sing for 2 years. He says, ^^ I did 
not deserve to be punished at all. I was charged with stealing 
a watch, it is all gone by, but this is the truth; the prosecutor 
and myself were drinking together at an hotel down town, he 
became quarrelsome and wanted to fight, he pulled off his coat, 
vest and watch, I took up the watch and left the place; return- 
ing to the boarding house where we both slept in the one room, 
I went to bed leaving the watch on the table. Soon after the 
owner returned, with an officer and the hotel keeper, I was ar- 
rested; when brought before the court for trial, I had no lawyer 
and no one to advise with. When' asked, ** are you guilty or 
not guilty ?" I replied, " I took the watch but not to steal it." 
I was not permitted to say more, it was cruel to send me to 
prison as my only object was to protect the watch for him." 
Still I think my punishment has worked together for my good. 
I had acquired habits of intemperance which might have des- 
troyed my body and soul. I hope and believe it will be seen 
in my future life, that the hand of God had to do with the whole 
affair. I felt encouraged to call on the association and to say, 
please take me by the hand, do get me work, and I will try 
hard to serve God and man. 

This poor fellow has had a hard time of it since his discharge, 
but he abstains from strong drink, is watchful, prayerful, and 
industrious, hence we have strong confidence in his permanent 
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reformation. Every thing was done for him that we could do, 
clothes, money, &c., books were given him. This case is one of 
very encouraging character. 

No. 20. — ^Was convicted of forgery in the 4th degree and sen- 
tenced to State prison for 2 years. The following facts were 
shown. A female friend about to leave that section of the coun- 
try had presented him with her likeness, requesting his in re- 
turn. For this purpose with but a dollar in his pocket he called 
on the artist requesting his picture to be taken. When com- 
pleted, the charge was $3, he expressed great surprise and re- 
gret at not having sufficient cash, he left the dollar, promising 
to return and fetch the likeness; he failed in his attempt to get 
the money, but returned pledging himself to pay the balance in 
two weeks, and offering to leave with the Daguerreotypist a note 
of hand for $20 as a collateral security. This proposition was 
acceded to, the alleged maker of the note being known to the 
artist. On the following day said note was discovered to be a 
forgery. He was arrested, tried and sentenced, and served out 
the entire sentence. 

On his discharge he called on the association asking them to 
find him work; until this was accomplished his daily wants were 
supplied, suitable clothing, &c., were provided him. Within a 
week a situation was found him on a farm, he was much affected 
when he left the office saying, " I never expected to meet with 
such friends, in the prison association, or any other association, 
I never can repay you, I hope God Almighty will." Some 
months, subsequently, the following letter was received from 
him : 

Gentlemen — I am much obliged. to you for all the favors you 
have bestowed on me; the situation you procured for me in the 
country I like very well; I am to have $100 for the next eight 
months; this is $12.50 per month, and my board and washing. 
I went to church twice last Sunday ; Sunday school I will begin 
very soon, I am striving to raise a class, I want to be useful. 
My bark is on the boisterous ocean, but I see a light a head, and 
it grows brighter the nearer I approach it. Oh, by the blessing 
of God, I will go right, I will walk straight, yes, and I will try 
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and do some good. I should like to explain to you how much 
better it is to live here in the country, at peace with one's self, 
hard at work, healthy and happy; it is joyful. I really pity 
the poor fellows in State prison. I hope it will never be known 
here that I was in Sing Sing for two years. Do rest satisfied I 
shall go right. I send you my best and sincere thanks. 

Yours, gratefully, . 

No. 21. — Calls at the office from BlackwelPs island; he says, 
^^ In a moment of sore trial and temptation I committed a trifling 
larceny, for which I was sent to State prison for three months; 
I now, after being discharged, feel both pained and ashamed, 
and devoutly hope never to be guilty of another dishonest act 
while I live." The association enabled him to reach a neighbor- 
ing town, where he obtained employment. 

No. 22. — Was convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced to 
Sing Sing prison for two years. He says, " I served out my 
sentence, was not punished by my keepers; when prisoners be* 
have well, as a general thing they avoid such troubles. On the 
whole the discipline is very severe. The men are treated tolera- 
bly. The rules need to be pretty tight, as there are many bad 
lawless fellows who neither fear Grod nor man. It was the first 
time in my life that I was in prison, by the help of God it shall 
also be th^ last time. I was advised to make this, my first call; 
I want to get employment without delay; an idle life in days 
gone by produced all my troubles. I am a cvpenter by trade, 
and a good one, but am without tools. My friends are in good 
circumstances in Europe, and they know nothing of my fall and 
disgrace; I should be glad to return if I had the means." 

It was deemed advisable to facilitate his passage home, and 
which was accomplished. 

No. 23.— Had been three months in the penitentiary on a petty 
charge. From an address delivered to the inmates in the chapel 
on the Sabbath he had felt encouraged to call on the association. 
He now feels in a better physical condition, the weather is 
favorable, he wants work, and has been accustomed to agricul- 
ture. At this moment a letter had been received requesting a 
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fiprm laborer to be sent on, we gave him a trifle, clothes, fcc., 
and saw him o£f. 

No. 24.— On charge of petit larceny had spent three months 
in the penitentiary; he admits his guilt, and hopes to be saved 
from a repetition of dishonest practices. His tools were held 
for a debt of three dollars ; the person was willing to give them 
up provided a part of the claim was satisfied. His statement 
was found to be truthful ; the association advanced him two dol- 
lars, which redeemed his tools, and enabled him to reach the 
country, where we trust he will characterise the honest man. 

No. 25. — Calls and says he can get work no where; he was 
discharged from Sing Sing seven months since; he expressed his 
thanks for past favors. He had been employed all the winter, 
but now his difficulties increase and he begins to despair. 
Agent procured him a place on board a steamer as coal passer. 
The day before he sailed he was supplied with boots, &c. He 
left us encouraged and apparently thankful. 

No. 26. — Convicted of petit larceny. On his discharge calls 
on the association, and says he hates himself on account of his 
past misconduct; he resolves to become a better man. He had 
received a line from his former boss, who promises to employ 
him (as before) in a brick yard. The association enabled him 
to reach said place. Saw him on board a steamer. 

No. 27. — Was sentenced to Sing Sing for two years for stealing 
two chests of tea. He says to agent, " I was guilty; frequent- 
ing dance houses, gambling and drinking saloons, and low 
theatres did it; I know what ruined me then; I hope to avoid 
such places in the future. I was punished several times whilst 
there; my keeper was a severe man; I was once showered for 
not sweeping to please him, and twice for not performing my 
task. I hope to be kept from dishonesty all my life." Assist- 
ance was rendered him until laboring work was provided for him. 

No. 28. — ^Was convicted of grand larceny and sentenced to 
State prison for three years and six months ; he served out every 
day of the sentence; was showered twice. He says he hopes he 
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has learned a useful lesson, never to be forgotten. His mind 
had been much and seriously impressed by the ministrations of 
the chaplain. Rev. M. M. Wells. 

^^ I have no fault to find with the law, or those who adminis- 
tered it, or the prison or officers ; I did wrong, very wrong, and 
I deservedly suffered. I would rather die than go back to pri- 
son. Liberty is sweet. I was advised to call here and seek 
your advice." 

Having friends who were willing to take him by the hand, it 
was deemed advisable to send him on to them. A ticket was 
obtained for him and a trifle of money advanced him; he left, 
grateful to the association. 

No. 29. — Was convicted of burglary in the first degree and 
sentenced to Sing Sing for 21 years and 6 months. After being 
there 11 years and one month, his mother petitioned the Gover- 
nor and he was pardoned. " The crime was not of a very bad 
character, no violence was committed, no property was taken, 
but I did wrong, very wrong, and I have been a thousand times 
sorry for it, before God I have repented and I hope I am for- 
given. I was punished twice for trifling violations of the prison 
rules. I am glad to say the treatment of prisoners in the State 
prison is much more mild and humane than it used to be, I was 
not showered. I have been told that it is a very hurtful pun- 
ishment. I don't want to try it. I judge of others by myself; 
cheerfully would I do anything for those who used me kindly, 
but as hard hearted and as obstinate as a devil should I become 
if beat, flogged, showered or kept half starved. Take my word 
for it, to make thieves honest, to make bad men good men, the 
best way is to treat them kindly.'' 

^^ I am now out of prison blessed be God, (and thanks to the 
Gtovernor,) and here I prcrmise by His grace never to be found 
even in the way towards it again." A place on a ship as cook 
was provided for him. He was introduced by agent with his due 
bill to a respectable merchant; he left with a decent supply of 
clothes and a light and grateful heart. We hope and trust he 
will be kept in right paths. 
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No. 30. — ^Was convicted of receiving stolen property (know- 
ing it to be such,) and was sentenced to Sing Sing for two years. 
He says " I was treated pretty well, I expected to find it a 
prison, it is nothing less, I have no cause of complaint. Since 
New Tear, the food, in fact every thing is improved." This 
man had received intelligence of a small property bequeathed to 
him by his mother. A free passage by a distinguished mercan- 
tile house was given him to London, England. Provisions for 
the voyage were provided by the Commissioners of Emigration. 

The association supplied him with clothes and books, and a 
trifle of money. He left with many thanks to those friends, 
whom Providence had so unexpectedly raised up for him, in an 
hour of need. 

No. 31 . — Calls on the association after his discharge from Sing 
Sing, where he had spent two years on charge of grand larceny. 
He says " I was guilty and was very properly punished, it has 
been a lesson to me I hope never to forget. To get my resolu- 
tions strengthened, I will go to church, and go right over there, 
on the right side. I will keep out of bad company and avoid 
the very appearance of evil.'^ 

" I have no fault to find with my keeper, the prison or its offi- 
cers; it shall never be said No. 81 liked it so well, that he is 
gone back." This man is now, 9 months after his discharge 
doing well. 

No. 32. — Calls on the association to thank them for the interest 
shown by them in his behalf when he was tried ; he was sen- 
tenced to Sing Sing for two years, for an alleged felonious as- 
sault and battery. After being there 14 months his friends pe- 
titioned Gov. Seymour, for his pardon, the application was fa- 
vorably regarded, and his sentence was commutted. He says, 
" I left the prison, to return .(I pray) no more for ever." This 
young man appears to appreciate the blessings of liberty. 

No. 33. — ^Was tried and convicted of grand larceny and sen- 
tenced to Sing Sing for two years. He says, " I was once show- 
ered for talking, my keeper kept me in nearly ten minutes, the 
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terrible fall of water produced exhaustion, as I was almost de- 
prived of breath ; under the former warden the keepers could 
and did punish as they pleased, but now the principal keeper, 
examines the complaint and awards the punishment and is pre- 
sent when inflicted. I was sick in hospital several months, the 
physician, Dr. Fisher, treated me kindly." 

"I am resolved to be honest all my future life. My wife sus- 
tained herself and child by washing during my absence. I was 
welcomed home. I do feel thankful for a home. I promise to 
show my gratitude by an honest life." A situation was obtained 
for this man within two days*. He often calls to see us, he ap- 
pears well intentioned. 

No. 34. — ^Was convicted of grand larceny and sentenced to 
State prison for two years. He says, ^^ I was not punished by 
keeper, to avoid trouble, I made myself fiEuniliar with the rules, 
and conformed in every particular to them; still I suffered both 
in body and nlind, and before (}od, from the bottom of my heart 
did I repent. I understand the scriptures now better than for- 
merly, especially the passage, ^ The way of transgressors is 
hard.' I feel that I am weaker than a ^ bruised reed,' but I 
put my trust in Ood, to strengthen me, to keep my oft repeated 
vows. I promised never to be found in bad company, never to 
touch a drop of intoxicating drink. May I be enable to watch 
and pray, lest I enter into temptation. I had a good wife and 
three dear children when I was arrested; she came twice to see 
me within the first six months of my incarceration, since which 
I have heard nothing of her. To-day I labored to find her, but 
my efforts were vain; one says she is dead, another that she is 
again married and gone west. What to do I know not, I am 
nearly beside myself, I shall starve without work, and I have 
no tools or but very few " 

The association advanced him cash to buy such tools as he 
most required; he went to work, as he said unalterably deter- 
mined to act well his part. A Bible and other books were freely 
given him. 
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No. 35. — Was sentenced on charge of forgery to State prison, 
Penn.) for two years. He says, " It was my first oflence; I was 
not an intemperate man, or one given to gross vices, but I was 
very far from being what a man ought to be; I never was influ- 
enced by a love of truth, or by principles of high morality. I 
hope and believe the discipline of the pi^ison has worked in me 
a change for the better; I will now try and live to God." 

He felt anxious to reach Massachusetts, the home of his fathers; 
the association enabled him to do so. The following letter was 
received from him on reaching his destination : 

" Kind Sir — I am now at home, enjoying the fresh and reviv- 
ing air of the Granite State, which fills soul, body and mind 
with feelings indescribable. How beautiful are the works of God 
upon the mountain top. The little birds sing praises to their 
creator, and why not man, whom God created in his own image. 
Alas, how much wickedness there is in the world ; I see it now 
more than ever I did before; evidently man is a fallen creature. 
I would be glad to receive a letter from you ; I have not for- 
gotten your kindness, and will pay you as soon as I can. 

" Respectfully yours, ." 

No. 36. — ^Was discharged from Sing Sing prison some months 
since, when he called and received a trifling pecuniary assist- 
ance at the oJBice of the association. He now calls with the 
amount, heartily thanking them for their kindness to him on 
that trying occasion. This man was, previous to his arrest, 
sadly addicted to intemperance; he not only abstains from the 
use of those deadly drinks, but seems to avoid the very appear- 
ance of evil. 

No. 37. — Calls on hi^ way fi-om the State prison, where he had 
spent the last two years on charge of grand larceny. He says : 
^^ I was guilty, and have repented doing this wrong. I felt en- 
couraged to call on the association, hoping you will provide me 
employment where I may be enabled to earn honest bread." 
His request was complied with ; means were placed at his dis- 
posal through which he reached the country. He is diligently 
pursuing an honest calling. 
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No. 38. — Had spent three months in the penitentiary for petit 
larceny. He says : " For the first time in my life I have been a 
prisoner; I humbly hope, and sincerely determine, this shall 
never be said of me again; I will get work, and if I only earn 
three dollars per week, I will live within my income. I am 
sincere ; I say farewell to a lazy, lawless, rowdy life." He was 
supplied with needful clothing, then sent to a place of work a 
short distance in the country. 

No. 89. — Had been sentenced for four years to Sing Sing on 
charge of petit larceny, it being his second offence. He says : 
" My punishment was too severe. My object in calling on the 
association is to get emplojrment, and to ask the agent to see the 
late contractor, who owes me $57.75 for over work, and if pos- 
sible to collect it for me, as that sum would enable me to begin 
a small business." This unfortunate creature admits the use of 
liquor had produced all his trouble. He appears insensible to 
the danger of getting back to his old quarters. But little could 
be done for him, as he manifestly despised remonstrance and re- 
proof. 

No. 40 accompanied 39. — ^He had been an inmate in the same 
prison for five years and three months, on charge of burglary in 
second degree. He says : ^^ I am in a most helpless condition; 
i left the prison two weeks since, and have had to sell my coat 
and hat already." In neither case would it have been practi- 
cable to assist them with money, except in very small sums, 
they being slaves to intemperance. 

These two unfortunate creatures appear to be incapable of 
doing right. We helped them, and tried io save them, but every 
effort was fruitless, and precisely as was anticipated, within three 
months they were charged with petit larceny and committed to 
the penitentiary. 

No. 41. — ^Was sentenced to the penitentiary for six months on 
charge of petit larceny. When discharged from prison he called 
at the office, asking advice and assistance; these were cheerfully 
given him, and he was urged to take a trip to sea. On the fol- 
lowing morning he again entered the office with hope beaming 
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In his eye, and said, ^ X have almost got a place as cook (m 

board a ship belonging to , and she will sail to-morrow; the 

captain, after eonclnding I shall suit him, asked me where he 
could apply for my charact^; I was nearly choked, I had not 
time to think; m a moment I told him yoa knew me well; said 
he, I will go with you and see him, and he is now waiting be- 
low, and if yon, kind sir, will only give me a character I shall 
be engaged." Tour agent replied, ^^ If I do as you request me, 
I mu9t tell the truth, and it will be a bad one." He was pain- 
fully exercised) and wept many bitter tears, saying ^^ then am I 
roipied, down, never to rise again; do pray try me this once, I 
do solemnly promise to be an honest young man." The agent 
was introduced tp the captain, who said, ^^ Sir, I want a cook, I 
think this chap will do me, proyided he has a good name, do 
yon know himi is he honest 1 I often have property belonging 
to others in my cabin, it is oqly right I should be particular; 
how long have you kno^m him 1 Is h^ a chap I can depend 
upon 1 Is he honest 7 " . The agent, seeing the captain was one 
of nature's noblemen, replied, ^^ I have known him nearly 18 
months, and hear me, this poor fellow has been very unfortu- 
nate, he was thjrown into bad company, he was, in an evil hour, 
tempted, and fell under its power; he was detected, arrested, 
and punished, but he has evinced repentance, and solemnly 
proiiU3es to do better; give him a chance to reform." The cap- 
tain involuntarily shuddered; atter ar considerable pause he 
looked the weeping young man in the eye, and said, ^^ I am 
sorry to hear this of you, but it is a long lane that has no turn; 
will you, from to-day, b^ honest 1 " He was much affected, but 
as soon as he could articulate he emphatically answered, ^' Cap- 
tain, I will." ^< Then>" said he, holding out his willing hand, 
" come along with me and J. will be your friend." This con- 
duct was characteristic of the true sailor. 

No. 42. — ^Had been an inmate three months in county jail. 
He says, <^ I had been sick, and incapable of labor; I was turned 
out of my boarding house, as I was in arrears. On leaving I lefl 
my old threadbare coat, and took one belonging to another 
bpardcr; I sold that for a dollar and bought one for 37 j^ cents; 

[Senate, No. 145.] 6 
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with the balance I purposed to buy bread and pay for a bed> but 
I was arrested. It was the first dishonest act of my life. This 
conduct was not the result of my innate depravity^ but of sheer 
necessity." This story was believed to be trustful, and cautious 
inquiry justified this conclusion. A suit of clothes was given 
him; he really danced with joy; he was afterwards sent to his 
friends. 

No 43. — Plead guilty to a charge of grand larceny; on his own 
confession, he was convicted and sentenced to State prison for 
two years. When discharged he calls (vn the association, amply 
humbled on account of the past; he says, ^'when I abstracted 
the amount from a trunk, t)ut which was not stokn as I was de- 
tected, I was out of employment and had been for several weeks^ 
and was much distressed because of my inability to pay my 
board. While idle I formed associations prejudicial to my cha- 
racter." When asked by agent is this your real name or one 
assumed, he replied, ^^ it is not fictitious." Then your parents 
were professedly pious; you was brought up in the fear and ad- 
monition of the Lord; he begged that no more questions on that 
point be asked him, he was assured these enquiries were prompted 
by an earnest and fervent desire to serve him, and that he ooulc 
confide in the questioner as his friend. After a copious flow of 
tears, and considerable embarrassment, he replied, ^^ my fiEither 

was a minister of the gospel, he died before my fall and degra- 

« 

dation, my mother, my dear and precious mother lived in , 

when I saw her last, I am told, in fact, I know she resides there 
still." When asked, you have doubtless written to her within 
the last two years, said, ^' Oh no, I have not, how could I, Oh 
no, I dare not, ft would have broken her heart, had she known 
I was an inmate of a State prison. It is a great alleviation to 
my mental suffering, that she knows nothing of my being 
charged with crime, and consequent punishment." 

'< I should not have called at this office but for the encourage- 
ment held out to poor penitent prisoners, inviting those who 
purpose to reform, to visit the association when discharged. I 
want employment and would cheerfully work at any thing to 
earn an honest livelihood." He was advised to visit his mother, 
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he wept and sobbed aloud, saying, Oh, no sir, I cannot, I dare 
not, meet my mother; he was importunately urged to go at 
once, without delay, and throw himself on her sympathies; 
after some deliberation and a very severe straggle within, he 
concluded to adopt the advice given him, to repair to his mother's 
home and to his mother's heart. He left the office with the jQrm 
resolve to abstain from the very appearance of evil, and to fol- 
low the example of his pj^us parents, and that finally, he with 
them may' inherit a better life. Pecuniary assistance was ren- 
dered him; he was accompanied by your agent on board a 
steamer bound for the residence of his mother. He ineffectually 
attempted to express his grateful thanks to the association for 
the aid afforded him, and the interest manifested in his behalf. 
We confidently hope this unfortunate young man will be speed- 
ily and permanently restored to his family and the church. 

No. 44, — ^Was tried and convicted of burglary in the 2d de- 
gree, and sentenced to Sing Sing for 5 years He says, ^^ I was 
twice punished for talking, once I was put into a dark cell, once 
I was showered, I believe this latter mode of punishment very 
injurious to the health; men have been so showered as to be in- 
capable of walking away from it without help. The effects of 
this sudden fall of water, in a continuous stream, for even five 
minutes produces a crushing kind of effect; and almost suffoca- 
tion, many a man has been rendered deaf, and some isijured for 
life. 

^^ My keeper the first three years of my convict life, was a se- 
vere man; the last two years we had a change; he was kind and 
humane, and for him every convict in the shop would do any- 
thing. The contractor was also very kind, we seldom had a 
wrong word and but few men were punished from that shop. I 
liad poor health there. My cell, one of the lowest ones, was 
very damp, with a south west wind the wet would run down 
the walls, this I think to be one of the causes of rheumatism so 
prevalent there, leaving a warm work shop, and afterward being 
shut up in this damp cell. I came out in poor health. I was 
very unhappy there, on account of my family, I am more un- 
happy now ; my wife was sober when I was charged with this 
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offence. She is intemperate now, all is dark, daric, dark, what 
ahall I do. I come to you for advice, with bad health and worse 
in mind and spirits ; what shall I do 1 I cannot bear up, I can- 
not live long, would it not be best for me to take a voyage to 
fea and never return." 

This desolate and almost broken hearted creature^ was en- 
couraged to look up and hope. Every help within our reach 
was afforded him. As soon as employment was obtained, the 
clQud and the darkness gently passed away and his domestic 
4ifficulties diminished. We often see him, he is hard a^ work, 
^nd begins to feel more cheerful, and because there is a hrightif 
hope of fCfice at home. 

No. 45. — ^Was convicted (on his own confession) of burglary 
in the third degree, and sentenced for two years to Sing Sing. 
When discharged he called on the association and ipdd, ^^ I was 
guilty of this offence, drink and bad company led me to do 
wrong, it was really my first attempt, it may be a blessing I was 
detected, the prosecutor sustained no loss, this has been a ecun- 
forting reflection. My object in coming here is to get employ- 
ment. I do resolve to drink no more distilled or fermented li- 
quors, and it is my fixed purpose to avoid persons of immoral 
and dishonest character." A situation was procured for this 
young man, he is doing well and not only getting an honest liv- 
ing, but he has begun to deposit money in the savings bank. 

No. 46 and 47. — ^Were sentenced to Sing Sing for three years 
and three months, on charge of burglary in the third degree. 
They said, we were very young when convicted of this crime, 
16 and 17 years, our parents died when we were in our infiuioy, 
the neighbours placed us both in the orphan asylum. At a very 
tender age we were apprenticed out to a cruel master. So inhu- 
man was his conduct we could not remain, we ran away, having 
no friends, no home, no one to influence and instruct us, we 
went astray, forming evil associations, frequenting low theatres, 
staying out by night and running into ruin. Our career was a 
very short one, we were detected in committing crime and pun- 
ished severely. 
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^ I hope it will prove a warning to us, and that we ahall never 
be confined again Irithih the walls of a prison." With some difli- 
eulty plaees wei^ found for these young men^tiiey ar^ diligently 
at wdrk doing welL 

No. 48. — Had been an inmate of Sing Sing prison for 2 years, 
on conviction of {;rand larceny, he was discharged in June, 
1852, at that time pecuniary assistance and encouragement were 
given him. He visited the association in 1855, to say he feels 
thankful for past favors, and especially, that he now has a pleas- 
ing consciousness of doing right, and that he unalterably re- 
solves to walk uprightly. 

No. 49« — ^Was senteneed to State prison for five years on charg^ 
of burglary. He says, " I arrived firom Germany but a few 
wMks previous to my arrest; my little money was soon gone, 
nfy boarding-house keeper became angrily impatient for the 
trifle Lowed him; I was a stranger, I could get no work, neither 
eould I speak one word of English, I was almost crazy; unless 
i paid my little debt for lodging I was to be turned into th^ 
street. I resolved to raise some money before I returned; my 
circumstances rendered me desperate. At this iryihg moment 
I passed the door of si respectable house; the door was open (al- 
though sworn to the contrary) ; I entered, determined to take 
the first thing I could lay my hand upon ; there was nothing in 
the hall; I went into the parlor, picked up a pair of gold spec- 
tacles laying on a book, and 2an hurriedly away. I returned to 
my boarding house, a£caid of myself and all others; my land- 
lord demanded his claim, and believing I had money but un- 
willing to part with it, he sent for his brother who was an officer; 
he insisted on my being searched; nothing was found upon me 
but these gold spectacles, which were taken by him as a security. 
On the following morning an advertisement appeared in the 
newspapers ofTering a reward for the stolen spectacles and coi>- 
viction of the thief. I was tried and convicted, and served out 
eyery hour of my allotted terai. This was my first offence, I 
earnestly pray it may be the last; by the help of God I wiU: 
never steal again. A place in the country was procured for him. 
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No. 50. — ^Was convicted of grand larceny and sentenced to 
State prison for three years and six months ; this was the second 
offence and second time of imprisonment. When asked by 
agent ^' What could have indu ed you to commit a second lar- 
ceny, and how soon do you intend to return to Sing Sing." He 
replied, ^^ I hope never, the last six years has been the most 
miserable of my short life. My object in calling on the associa- 
tion is, through their influence, to get employment. I should 
not have done wrong the second time but nobody cared for me; 
when I came out I could get nothing to do. I well remember, 
before my discharge the first time, how I resolved to go right, 
and always to speak the truth, whatever might befall me. When 
I applied for work the first question was, * where were you em- 
ployed last 1 ' I told them ; in a moment they said, ^ we want 
honest men, and not thieves;' I told them my soul's desire was 
to shun every evil way; no one believed me, all turned their 
backs upon me. I was discouraged, and after suffering much 
from want, I was reluctantly driven to steal ; this is the truth ; 
I can only say, if you only knew what I now feel you would 
believe, feel for and help me." A trifle of money was advanced 
him, a situation was soon provided for him, a considerable dis- 
tance away, for which he expressed his grateful acknowledg- 
ments. 

These few cases , selected from hundreds of such on our record, 
are merely to exhibit the class and character of those persons 
with whom we daily come in contact. Many discharged con- 
victs from our State prisons, county jails and penitentiaries, 
most of whom are bankrupt in character, mind, body and estate, 
and all requiring advice, admonition and friendly solicitude, ap- 
ply to us, hungry and almost naked, without friend or home. 
With small means we have done bur best; the pressing wants of 
the most abject have been relieved, bread has been given to the 
starving, and such garments as were sent us by the kindness of 
friends were cheerfully bestowed. With an exhausted treasury 
we have necessarily exercised great caution, always alleviating 
the distress of the most worthy, of whose reformation we had 
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strong hope. Tbe Idle and spparenU^ iaeonlgilile, with flie 
conflmed dnukaid, bare 'been sent empty away. As a fixed 
ral«, wo hold it to be impossible to help those who refuse to 
help thenuelTes. The triA«8 in money adranoed by the associ- 
ation are as loans, which have been repaid in many instanoes, 
with expressions of grateful thanks. The tetnm of such sums 
often rubles us to renew those obligations, which is a source of 
very great pleasure, and it becomes an important and vital 
question, to what extent this relief should be afforded by the 
municipal government of our oity and the Legislature of Qie 
State. 

The following figures, abstracted from the summary of the 
general (^rations of the association, appropriately belonging to 
the discharged convict department, show what has been accom- 
plished by them during the last two years, ending the 31st day 
of December, 1856. 





1855. 


1866. 


K0NTH8. 




1 


ill 


11 
Jl 


1 


ii 

lUl 




40 
48 
42 
63 
47 
29 
29 
26 
23 
26 
33 
34 


13 
13 
15 

9 
II 
13 
16 
11 

7 
13 
15 
11 


11 

9 
7 

n 

19 
17 
14 
16 
9 
11 
17 
13 


32 
36 
24 
23 
17 
24 
29 
23 
27 
16 
17 
14 


16 
17 
11 
13 
9 
11 

a 

13 
8 
9 
13 
11 


9 














May, 








July, 


7 






September, 


13 


November, 

December, 


9 
8 




439 


147 


155 


282 


138 


112 



t8 famrtt 

In thus concluding th^ report of iny labors, I have rei^ewedlj 
to thank Ood, and take courage for the Ihture; and ifrtth many 
th^^ks to 76U, kind sir, and yottr eomikiittiM, for th^ ^noourage* 
ment rendered me in the perfortnaMe of taj rery ttjittg ffnd 
yet blessed duties, 

I am) v^ tespeMfUUy^ yours^ 

ABRAHAM BEAL, 



BEPORT ON THE KINGS COUNTY JAIL. 

t^omiant to a resoltition of the executive cbmmittee of the 
New-Tork Prison Assoeiation, the undersigned visited the Bangs 
county jail, on the 15th inst., and they beg leave to submit the 
following report as the result of their examination. 

This Jail is located In Raymond street, near Myrtle avenne, 
about one and a half miles east from the Fulton ferry landing. 
It stands upon d^, elevated ground, and is regarded as a very 
favorable locality for a prison. Perhaps a better porition could 
not be selected for a city prison, so far as considerations of 
health and convenietice are concerned ; as, in the latter respect, 
it is not over ten or fifteen minutes walk from the courts of jus- 
tioe. 

The Jail is divided into two compartments or wings, north 
and south; the north wing being assigned to male prisoners, and 
the south wing to female prisoners. An open court of consi- 
derable size divides the two wings, and supplies ventilation and 
light for each. The Male Department was constructed as far 
back as the year 1839, and is altogether a fair specimen of those 
nuserable and inconvenient prisons which have been brought 
down from an age, when no efforts appear to have been made 
for the alleviation of prison life. There are three tiers of cells 
constructed one above the other. Access is had to these cells 
through long halls, extending the entire length of the wing. 
The cells open into these halls, and the latter, we were pleased 
to observe, are kept in a cleanly oondition. The cells occupy 
the inner or court side of the wing, and measure 6jl feet in 
width, 11 feet Ih depth and 9 feet in height. They are sup- 
plied with tubs attached to iron waste pipes, in the usual man- 
ner, for the convenience of the prisoners; said pipes being 
washed by Water supplied from a tank in the rear of the prison. 
Ttae celS» aie Ughted^by BMOis of saall oUeiig windows,. after 
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the old fashion, about 4 inches wide and 18 inches long. These 
windows communicate with the open court and serve the double 
purpose of admitting the light, and permitting the escape (when 
open) of the foul air generated in the cells. The doors of the 
cells are latticed at the bottom, and will admit fresh air through 
the corridors, whenever care is taken to open the windows in 
the outside wall of the jail. Tour committee are of the opinion 
that this very necessary duty is too much neglected even at this 
season of the year. 

In each cell door there is a small port-hole, through which 
conversatioQ is- held with the prisoners, and also affordixig a con- 
venience for supplying the prisoners with articles of Ibod, &e. 
Tour committee entered a number of these cells and feel com* 
pelled to remark that we did not find them in good condition. 
The prisoners are required to clean their own cells; and it is 
obvious, that when the prisoners are of filthy habits, great oir* 
cumspeotion is necessary on the part of the keeper to enforce the 
strictest rules of cleanliness and order. Under such conditionS| 
the cells should be thoroughly renovated at least once every 
day. If this rule be not rigidly enforced, filth and vermin will 
necessarily accumulate. Common decency, to say nothing of 
sanitary and other considerations, should strongly recommend 
this suggestion to all who are entrusted with the care of county 
and State prisons. The filthy condition of the cells is unques- 
tionably due, in some instances, to the degraded character of 
the occupants themselves; but nevertheless, your committee are 
of the opinion that the keepers are not suflGlciently stringent in 
requiring the prisoners to perform their part of the duty. The 
male prisoners are not allowed the free use of the halls, as it is 
considered unsafe to grant them this privilege. 

We now come to report upon the Female Department. This 
wing of the prison is of more recent construction, and is said 
to have been the product of the brain of one of thet present su- 
pervisors. After a most careful examination of the structure, 
it appears very evident to your committee, that the designer or 
architect thereof, has no legitimate connection with the desceir- 
dlmts of Jove. The fetaale depaitaMit is prcndded wilfa thiee 
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tiers of cells, in the same way as the male department; but the 
cells for females are arranged on the inside side of two long cor* 
ridors or halls, which extend along the outer and inner courts 
of the prison. These halls have hinged windows, opening into 
their respective courts or prison yards. Through these windows 
light and fresh air is admitted to the cells; and as these essen- 
tial elements of health and comfort are only admitted to the 
cells through their doors, they are necessarily dark and gloomy 
abodes for wretchedness and misery. Through the back wall of 
the cells are moderate-sized apertures, communicating with flues, 
for the purpose of properly ventilating the cells. These flues 
are supplied with "registers," controlable by the prisoners; 
but your committee Judge that they are little skilled in the pro- 
per use of these registers, as in most of the cells we found the 
rasters closed, and the air much vitiated in consequence. So 
&r as regards ventilation, the cells in the female department are 
superior to those appropriated to prisoners of the opposite sex; 
but this advantage is more than counterbalanced by the misera- 
ble arrangement for lighting. There is no excuse whatever for 
this sad defect; as it would have been an easy matter, at the 
time of the construction of this part of the Jail, to have opened 
a ** well '' between the cells whereby both light and air could 
have been more abundantly supplied. In consequence of the 
cheerless and melancholy aspect of these cells, it is necessary 
to open the cell doors during the day, allowing ingress to the 
halls; and thus the inmates, black and white, vagrant and crimi- 
nal, are allowed to mingle freely together. The scene, alto- 
gether, presented a sad and disgusting picture of degraded hu- 
manity. Your committee feel obliged to condemn, in the 
strongest possible manner, this system of free intercourse among 
prisoners. Your committee do not conceive it possible, even 
under the most careful discipline, to carry forward a moral re- 
formation among those who seem capable of being reached by 
kind, christian sympathy and Instruction. If it be true that 
"one sinner destroyeth much good,'' (and human experience 
fully sustains the preacher's declaration on this point,) how true 
it must be tliat one or two of the vilest characters in a prison 
will readily destxpy or seek to destroy, any good Jinfluence which 



might be brought to bear on fhe mote fraictabl^ portion of the 
prisoners. 

Your conunittee do not thiiik that sufB^^ient care is exercised 
in the classification of prisoners. If it were absolutely necessary 
to crowd the cells with more prisoners than comfort and clean* 
liness can allow, there would be no occasion to find fault with 
the management of the jail in this respect. There are, how- 
ever, a number of cells in both departments of the prison, which 
are at present unoccupied; yet, notwithstanding this fact, we 
found in one cell three adults, grovelling in filth and in the bad 
odor of tobacco smoke. In another cell we found four boys, 
about 14 years of age, one of whom was entirely destitute of a 
shirt, and had nothing to cover his nakedness excepting a pair 
of dirty pants and a ragged round jacket. In reply to an en- 
quiry as to how he came to be there in that sad condition, he 
said that a boy who had left the cell only a few days before, had 
carried otf hia clothing. In another cell we found two boys 
about 16 years of age, in company with a man of about forty 
years, a fact which we did not fail to bring to the keeper's no- 
tice. yWe gave him io understand that the New-Tork Prison 
Association deprecated, in the strongest possible manner, this 
careless system of classification, as being injudicious and likely 
in most instances, to produce a bad efTect upon the future life 
of those inexperienced in crime. 

In explanation 6f ilie cause of this general defect in clasdiflca* 
tion, it was retdarked by one of the keepers that it was done in 
some instances, at the request of the prisoners themselves, and 
especially when prisoners are ill, requiring attention, the offices 
of nurses are supplied by fellow pri^iiefs. 

Ob this subject your committed Would reftiark that th« greater 
precaution should be taken to prevent the confinement of prltKih 
Hers whd for the first tinto^ > pei^haptf, have been guilty ot crime, 
along with thcie ^ho halve become ha:rdened In iniquity. The 
practice bf coafitnltl^ Vatloui prlsbibrs Ifl thcf 'tonie cell, wlthoilt 
this proper disMmlHatlon, is not <miy unjudt, but Is Wholly tit 
V«HMieeimli8bluM»y^l6W^^ luMaifce^ ai^ nuiii^r- 
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OU8 where boys committed U> the same cell with men old in 
crime, have been so instructed in the arts of wipjcedness, ^nd 
h&ye bisen so thoroughly imbued with a knoifFledge of criminal 
practices, as to beeome in all their future lives notorious for 
doing evil, and are thus generally found constant inmates of 
prisons; one crime following another with such rapidity that 
fhe offenders never appear to attain to perfect freedom from the 
rigorous punishments of the law. 

In tb^ female department there are a large number of unqc* 
cupied cells, yet, in spite of this, from two to three prisoIl^|?p 
are allowed to occupy the same cell. It is obvious to your 
committee that there is a disposition, on the part of those who 
have the management .of the Jail, to confine the prisoners within 
the smallest possible compass, and thus avoid all apparently 
useleas labor and trouble in taking care of theip. For the wfint 
of proper light and yentilation, these cells present a very fo^- 
bidding appearance, and must exert a seriously perniciou/s in? 
fluence upon the physical and mental well-being of their occu- 
pants; In fact, we do not see how it is possible for these poor 
creatures, with all the other inconveniences of their prison life, 
to sleep with any degree of comfort within these narrow, closely 
confined, badly ventilated, and ill-lighted abodes. 

In connection with this prison there are no hospital arrange- 
ments for the sick. In cases of sickness the prisoners remain in 
their cells^ and there receive the attention of the jphysidan. 
Hie annual salary of the physician is $300, and he supplies all 
necessary ^ledicineli. We examined him at some length in re- 
gard to the health of ti^e prisoners, and also with reference to 
their diet. To our inquiry on the first point he informed n« 
that nearly all the prisoners, male and fbmale, at the time of 
their entranoe into the jaii, were more or less afflicted with dis-' 
ease, brought about by excesses of various kinds. With iieq>eot 
to the diet, the prisimers, with few exceptions, complain of its 
meagrenefis. The physician, however, asserts that they have as 
mneh to eat as is proper fbr them. Tour committee are inclined 
to accept the judgment of the physician on this point, and are 
ef the opinion that if the prisoners do jiot have all they want, i| 
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is no evidence that they do not have all they need. Without 
healthful exercise, plenty of fresh air, and out-door employment, 
it would be manifestly improper to suffer the prisoners to gorge 
themselves with all the food that their morbid appetites seem to 
demand. 

The food for the prisoners is furnished by the sheriff, who re- 
ceives 25 cents per diem for each prisoner,* and it is understood 
that the emoluments of his office are principally derived from 
this source. The food eonsists of beef, bread, soup, mush and 
coffee. 

The jail is warmed by means of a hot- water furnace, and such 
a degree of temperature is maintained as causes a comfortable 
warmth to pervade the whole building. 

The conveniences for bathing are very limited, we saw but 
one tub devoted to that object, and were informed that the pri- 
soners seld6m use it. 

We could not learn that any kind of punishment was inflicted 
upon refractory prisoners. 

Tour committee now come to the last and most important in- 
quiry connected With their examination, viz : What means are 
employed for the moral reformation of the prisoners ? 

It is a matter to be deeply regretted by all who desire to wit- 
ness the moral elevation of the oppressed and unfortunate in 
our community, that so little attention is paid by public officers 
to proper instrumentalities necessary to this result, and it is 
especially a most deplorable fact in the history of nearly all our 
prions, that those who are entrusted with the care of the in- 
mates do not show sufficient solicitude for the reformation of 
the criminals under their charge. Considerations of patriotism, 
morality and religion alilce demand that a great change be made 
in this respect; it is obviously much needed in our State and 
county prisons, and we shall fiiil to discharge our whole duty 
as an association if we do not ^^cry aloud, and spare not," until 
we see that desirable change accomplished. The unfortunate 
persons incarcerated in jails are commonly regarded as aban- 
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doned wretches— oommon brutes — ^worthy of no other position 
than the one which they occupy. The usual opinion is, that 
because the law has pronounced its stem mandate upon them, 
therefore the avenues of mercy must all be closed against them. 
In the Jail now under consideration only a few of the prisoners 
are furnished with the word of God. Pew, if any, have any re- 
ligious books, and there are no established ordinances for afford- 
ing prisoners the privilege of religious instruction. Although, 
on every Sabbath, the jail is regularly visited by a neighboring 
minister, who labors, we believe, faithfully to promote the 
spiritual wel&re of those who will listen to him, yet it cannot 
be asserted that there is any regular chaplain officially connected 
with the prison. The duty of inculcating moral precepts, as it 
is now performed, is wholly a labor of christian love. It is as- 
serted by the officers of the jail that it is useless, as a general 
thing, to furnish Bibles and towels to the prisoners, as in most 
instances they destroy them, and the waste pipes of the cells 
have sometimes been completely clogged with leaves torn from 
Bibles and other books, and with towels. Now your committee 
do not wish to throw blame upon the keepers for the evil con* 
sequences that come from the acts of vicious prisoners, but they 
cannot resist the conviction that these evil results would be less 
frequent if, in the presentation of the Bible or any good, reli- 
gious or moral book, to a prisoner, it should be accompanied 
with a few words of gentle warning and kind advice, the effect 
would be salutary in many cases. The springs of sympathy 
should be opened towards these offenders, and every means em- 
ployed to awaken the latent impulses of good intentions in their 
souls. The officers and keepers of prisons should remember 
that the most degraded human characters placed under their 
care have souls for which a Saviour shed his blood, and that the 
angels in heaven " rejoice with joy unspeakable" over every 
sinner that repents. If this religious element could be firmly 
and unalterably established in the prisons of our State and coun- 
try, the vast amount of crime now committed would, we believe, 
be greatly diminished, and society would reap a corresponding 
amount of benefit. 
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In closing this report, your committee beg permission to re- 
turn their thanks to the officers of the prisop ior their courtesy. 
Every facility was afforded by thenii to enable your committee 
to m^ke a thorpugli examination of every department of the pri- 
son, and no disposition was shown to cover any of the evils which 
exist in the general construction and management of the prison. 

SAUBM H. WALES, 
STEPHEN CDTTEB, 

Nsw-YoRK, Jan. 23, 1857. 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF EXAMINATION OF ONON- 
DAGA, ONEIDA, SCHENECTADY, RENSSELAER AND 
SARATOGA COUNTY PRISONS, BY JAMES H. TITUS, 
MARCH 24th, 1856. 

The undersigned, a committee appointed by a resolution of 
your board, 

REPORTS: 

That under the authority of, on an order made by , 

one of the judges of the supreme court, he visited during the 
month of November last, the prisons of Onondaga, Oneida, 
Schenectady, Rensselaer and Saratoga counties, inspected the 
same, and left with the keepers of each, a copy of your printed 
form of inquiries on the appropriate subjects of examination, 
with the request that answers should be carefully stated in the 
blanks. No response has been made to such requests by any of 
the keepers, excepting by P. H. McOmber, of the Saratoga 
county prison. 

Onondaga. 

, The prison of this county is situated in the city of Syracuse, 
on a commanding site, built of brick and stone, and when com- 
pleted agreeably with the original plan, will be a commodious 
and suitably arranged prison. The cells are in a wing of the 
main building and constructed in a block of tiers with proper 
corridors and stairways, and having halls on three sides of the 
block, through which light and air are supplied to the cells 
from the windows in the side walls of the wing, no special ar- 
rangement for ventilation or for lights to the cells. The general 
appearance of the cells indicated a fair degree of attention on 
the part of the keeper, which is more than can be properly said 
of the main building and its apartments, there was noticed evi- 
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denee of a lack of order and neatness. The apartnient designed 
for a chapel is well arranged for the purpose; jonr committee 
expected to find it, at the time of the visit, ooenpied as a lam- 
ber room. Beligious sendees are not provided bj tlie authori- 
ties and very seldom yolonteered by others. 

The original plan for this prison contemplated Ibe employment 
of the prisona*8 in a work house, for which purpose a bofldmg 
of moderate accommodation has been erected, but sucSi employ- 
ment has been mainly abandoned; at the time of the commit- 
tee's visit most of the prisoners were at work, under charge of 
a deputy keeper, grading a public road. The site of the build- 
ing is peculiarly eligible, the grounds spacious and capable of 
being made useful for the prison and ornamental to the city; 
much has already been done in the way of grading and improve- 
ments, probably all that could be expected from the limited ap- 
propriations made by the authorities. It is to be r^retted that 
the citizens of the county and of the city of Syracuse, should 
have stopped short of the completion of the plans originally 
contemplated for this prison. The wealth of the county and 
city certainly could warrant the expense; and the varied, large 
and increasing population in the nature of things, must demand 
proper provisions for the confinement of offenders. At present 
the arrangements are deficient with any view to proper prison 
discipline; and the undersigned concluded, from what was seen 
and said, that the spirit of improvement and reform, which pre- 
vailed at the time when the original plans were made, has now 
mostly subsided; and that political strife, local jealousy, and 
penuriousness have co-operated to produce this &lling o^ fix>m 

a good work. 

• 

The neglect of the keeper to return answers to the list of in- 
-quiries left with him, prevents a report from the undersigned, 
of any particulars relative to the statistics or police of this 
prison. 

Oneida. 

This county has two prisons; the one situated at Utica, was 
visited by your committee; the keeper was absent at the time in 
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attendance at court with some of the prisoners; the only person 
found in charge was his daughter, who unlocked the doors and 
afforded an opportunity of viewing the cells, which were found 
to be shameful alike in style of structure, in plan of arrange- 
ment and in condition of care; all which makes evident how 
little the citizens of the county and of Utica, regard either the 
safe keeping, the health, condition or the proper discipline of 
prisoners. 

The undersigned called on the keeper at the court house and 
left with him your printed list of enquiries, relative to the sta- 
tistics and police of the prison, with the request that he should 
insert answers in the blanks; a compliance was readily promised 
bu has never been performed. 

Sckenectady, 

The prison of this county is situated in the city of Schenec- 
tady. It consists of a few cells constructed in the rear part of 
the principal floor of the court house, where the prisoners, ir- 
respective of age, crime or character are huddled together. No 
classification being made, except in regard to sex, and as many 
as i>ossibIe are lodged in one cell to save trouble The idea of 
fitness prevailing in the mind of those who constructed this 
prison and now ruling its management, appears simply to be 
that prisoners should be detained safely at the smallest possible 
expense. It is not intended by this remark to make any reflec- 
tion on the humanity of the keeper or of the public authorities, 
so far as the case in providing the necessities of life is concerned ; 
but it is designed to say distinctly there exists an appearance of 
total ignorance if not disregard of proper prison discipline, and 
an entire absence of any interest in promoting ameliorating ef- 
forts in behalf of prisoners. 

Renntlaer. 

The prison of this county is situated in the city of Troy; a 
dilapidated and shabby building, and in every respect unsuita- 
ble for its purposes. The cells and rooms are in the upper 
stories and appear to have been constructed more with reference 
to an economical sub-division of the space, than with any view 
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to fitness for a prison. Here, as in the Oneida and Schenectady 
jails, the prisoners were found mixed and crowded together, ir- 
respective of any classification beyond that of sex. In one room 
were seen several females without a single article of bedding or 
furniture, all prostrate on the naked floor; and the small haU 
communicating with the cells was found crowded with a motley 
assembly of vicious and depraved looking men* 

A copy of your printed list of inquiries relative to statistics 
and police was left with the keeper, who promised to insert in 
the blanks appropriate answers, and to forward the same in time 
for this report, which promise not having been performed, the 
undersigned Is unable to give any particulars relative to the 
prison, but feels himself warranted in expressing the opinion 
that the citizens of the county and of Troy, have fallen much 
short of their duty in provisions for the proper care and deten- 
tion of offenders, and show themselves to be quite negligent of 
all considerations appertaining to prison discipline. 

Saratoga. 

The prison of this county constitutes the north part of it's 
court house, which is situated on elevated ground In the village 
of Ballston. It is a peculiar satisfaction to the undersigned to 
be able to speak of this* jail in much more favorable terms than 
of any visited this season, or of most of those visited on former 
occasions; in fact this jail, and the careful attention of its keeper, 
are worthy of high commendation. There was manifest through- 
out the building such evidence of neatness, order and discipline, 
as to satisfy your committee that the keeper (P. H. McOmber, 
then deputy, now high sheriff,) performed his duties with con- 
scientiousness as well as with great intelligence and efficiency. 
The building in the main is a good one, much more creditable 
to the citizens of the county than are most of the county jails; 
still the undersigned could readily perceive that it was deficient 
in such accommodations and arrangements as are necessary to 
meet the requirements of proper prison discipline. 

Mr. McOmber is the only keeper of the jails visited who has 
performed the promises made to furnish answers to Hie list of 
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inquiries left with them. He reports with reference to his jail 
as follows : 

Number in prison during the year: white males, 257; colored, 
10; white females, 12; colored, 4; total, 283; average number, 
18; no employment. Amount of annual expense of prison, 
$3,000; of repairs, $50; of clothing, $25; of medicine and at- 
tendance, |40; of bedding, |200 ; of fuel, |250. No extraordi- 
nary repairs, no new erections, no tobacco furnished, no salaries 
for guards, no pardons, no deaths, none diseased except three 
insane. Number of cells, 10 ; dimensions of cells about 12 by 1 5, 
and are of comfortable temperature in winter and summer; dry 
and heated by stoves; at all times free of vermin; each supplied 
with a night tub, being the only means used to meet the calls of 
nature; the cells are well lighted and ventilated by windows, 
and each supplied with a Bible. The limited number of cells 
prevents separate confinement of the prisoners at all times. 
Punishment : confinement in a dungeon and bread and water 
diet, imposed only by the keeper, which usually has a beneficial 
effect; no corporal punishment ever inflicted. 

Diet of the prison : for breakfast, beef, pork, potatoes, rye 
bread and crust coflFee; for dinner, bean or beef soup, mush or 
bread and milk, such food being always of plain but wholesome 
quality, varied according to the seasons, served twice a day in 
the cells, with an abundant supply of good water. 

Conveniences for washing allowed in the cells morning and 
evening; the bedding changed every week; no special arrange- 
ment relative to shaving or cutting the hair of the prisoners, but 
they are allowed their own will in th« matter; no suitable con- 
venience for bathing; clothing changed every week; is sufficient 
in quantity; not peculiar in &8hion or color, and no special 
change for Sundays. 

No classification except what the law makes necessary; strict 
silence not enforced; friends of the prisoners allowed to visit 
them at any time, the keeper being present; no charge for ad- 
mission; opportunities for moraland religious instruction not 
good; no provision for a chaplain; the prisoners are allowed to 
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send and receive letters which have been first read by the keeper; 
average length of confinement, 60 days; of sentence, 30 days; 
no money given to prisoners on their discharge. 

Drunkenness is the principal cause of the offences for which 
commitments are made. 

• 
In the visits and examinations of those prisons, with the ex- 
ception of that of Saratoga county, the undersigned has found 
no opportunity to alter the disparaging estimate which he has 
heretofore expressed relative to the afiairs and general condition 
of our county prisons, and he ventures to express it, as his con- 
viction, that the cause of the great defects existing in our prison 
accommodations and discipline rest more with the citizens them- 
selves than with the individuals in charge. Our citizens allow 
the offices attached to prisons to be held up as political prizes 
to stimulate partizan strife, and withhold any proper measure of 
sympathy or co-operation in efforts for reformation and improve- 
ment. On this head the undersigned will reiterate in substance 
what he has said in some former reports to the association. 

There is much evil appertaining to the administration of our 
Stat« and county prisons, resulting from the action of political 
parties. This remark is made with no special reference to those 
individuals at present in charge, but is intended to apply to the 
established usage ol making the appointment and tenure of offi- 
cial positions in our prisons dependent upon the success or de- 
feat of a political party. 

No greater impediment to the improvement and efficiency of 
the police of prisons can occur — ^no more unfavorable influence 
towards the profitable employment and desired reformation of 
prisoners can prevail, than the firequent change of the adminis- 
trative power. The advantageous management of prisons, and 
the judicious control of convicts, require that judgment and 
skill which can only be acquired by practical experience, and 
when attained should constitute a distinct occupation or profes- 
sion, and the qualifications of such character should be the 
standard by which an applicant for office in a prison should be 
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judged, and not, as now, by the certificate of services rendered 
in placing a political party in power. 

Another great ^vil appertaining to the affairs of our prisons 
is, that the accommodations and appropriations provided for pri- 
soners by the public authorities do not contemplate scarcely any- 
thing beyond the necessaries of life and secure confinement. 
When this has been done jail keepers consider they have fully 
performed their duty, and thus it is that we find no effort for 
the reformation ot prisoners, no attempts at the improvement of 
prison discipline, no provision for moral or religious instruction 
in the county jails. 

There is a lamentable indifference and culpable neglect on the 
part of our citizens with reference to their duty in connection 
with the proper care and judicious management of prisoners. 
If this duty was rightly apprehended by the public, in connec- 
tion with sound civil policy, or justly appreciated by individuals 
according to the dictates of humanity, or viewed by the chris- 
tian community in the light of its religious responsibility, surely 
the old evils of our prison houses would be abolished, and the 
present delinquency of our citizens in that portion of their pub- 
lic duties would be amended. As the matter now stands, the 
undersigned regrets to say, as on former occasions, the prevail- 
ing opinion with our community as to the duty of society in 
prison affairs, seems simply to be, that offenders against the laws 
should be caught, condemned, imprisoned and punished at the 
smallest possible expense. The matter of improvement in pri- 
son discipline, as connected with judicious State policy, to say 
nothing of considerations applicable to pleas of humanity or the 
precepts of religion, does not appear to enter into the thoughts 
of our citizens. Surely this is far from being a commendable 
character for a community claiming credit for its Christianity. 

All which is respectfully submitted by your committee. 

JAMES H. TITUS. 



AN AjCT 

To incorporate the Prison Association of New- York, passed 

May 9, 1846, by a two-third vote. 

The People of the State of Jfew- Yorky represented in Senate and 
Assembly J do enact as follows : 

§ 1, All such persons as now are and hereafter shall become 
members to the said Association, pursuant to the constitution 
thereof, shall and are hereby constituted a body corporate by the 
name of " The Prison Association of New- York," and by that 
name have the powers that by the third title of the eighteenth 
chapter of the first part ol the Revised Statutes, are declared to 
belong to every corporation; and shall be capable of purchasing, 
holding, and conveying any estate, real or personal, for the use 
of said corporation : Provided^ That such real estate shall never 
exceed the yearly value of ten thousand dollars nor be applied 
to any purpose other than those for which this corporation is 
founded. 

§ 2. The estate and concerns of said corporation shall be manag- 
ed and conducted by its executive committee, in conformity to 
the constitution of the said corporation; and the following arti- 
cles that now form the constitution of the Association shall con- 
tinue to be the fundamental laws and constitution thereof subject 
to alteration in the mode therein prescribed. 

Article I. 
The objects of the Assodation shall be, 

1. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whether de- 
tained for trial, or finally convicted, or as witnesses : 

2. The improvement of prison discipline, and the government 
of prisons, whether for cities, or counties, or States : 
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3. The support and encouragement of reformed convicts after 
their discharge, by affording them the means of obtaining an honest 
livelihood, atid sustaining them in their efforts at reform. 

Article II. 

The officers of the society shall be, a president, four vice presi- 
dents, a recording secretary, a corresponding secretary, and a 
treasurer, and there shall be the following committees, viz : a 
finance committee, a committee on detentions, a committee on dis- 
cipline, a committee on discharged convicts, and an executive 
committee. 

Article m. 

The officers named in the preceding article shall be ex-officio 
members of the executive committee, who shall choose one of 
their number to be chairman thereof. 

Article IV. 

The executive committee shall meet once in each month, and 
keep regular minuses of their proceedings. They shall have a 
general superintendence and direction of the affairs of the society, 
and shall annually report to the society all their proceedings, and 
such other matters as shall be likely to advance the ends of the 
Association. 

Article V. 

The society shall meet annually in the city of New-Tork, at 
such time and place as the executive committee shall appoint and 
at such other times as the presideoit, or, in his absence, one of 
the vice-presidents, shall designate. 

Article VI. 

Any person contributing annually to the funds of the Associa- 
tion, shall, during such contribution, be a member thereof. A 
contribution of five hundred dollars shall constitute a life patron, 
a contribution of one hundred dollars an honorary member of 
the executive committee for life; and a contribution of twenty-five 
dollars shall constitute a member of the Association for life. 
Honorary and corresponding members may from time to time be 
appointed by the executive committee. 
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Article YIL 
A female department shall be formed, consisting af such 
females as shall be selected by the e]^ecutiye committee, who 
shall have charge of the interest and welfare of prisoners of 
their sex, under such regulations as the executive committee 
shall adopt. 

Article YIII. 
The officers of the Association shall be chosen annually at the 
annual meeting, at which time such persons may be elected hono- 
rary members as shall have rendered essential service to the 
cause of prison discipline. 

Article IX. 
Any society having the same objects in view may become auxil- 
iary to this Association by contributing to its funds and co-ope- 
rating with it. 

Article X. 
The executive committee shall have power to add to any of 
the standing committees such persons as, in their opinion, may 
be likely to promote the objects of the society; and shall have 
power to fill any vacancy which may occur in any of the offices 
of the Association, intermediate the annual meetings. 

Article XI. 
This constitution may be amended by a vote of the m^ority 
of the society, at any meeting thereof, provided notice of the 
amendment has been given at the next preceding meeting. 

The officers elected for the current year under the constitu- 
tion shall continue to be the officers thereof until others shall be 
duly chosen in their places. 

And it is hereby further enacted, that no manager of said so- 
ciety shall receive any compensation for his services. 

^ 3. The said executive committee shall have power to estab- 
lish a work house in the county of New- York, and in their dis- 
cretion to receive and take into the work house all such persons 
as shall be taken up and committed as vagrants or disorderly 
persons, in said city, as the court of general se^qns, 9^,^P 
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peace, or the court of special sessions, or the court of oyer and 
terminer, in said county, or any police majgistrate, or the com- 
missioner of the alms house, may deem proper objects; and the 
said executive committee shall have the same powers to keep, 
detain, employ and govern the said persons, as are now by law 
conferred on the keepers of the bridewell or penitentiary in said 
city. 

§ 4. The said executive committee may from time to time make 
by-laws, ordinances and regulations, relative to the management 
and disposition ol the estate and concerns of said Association, 
and management, government, instruction, discipline, and em- 
ployment of the persons so as aforesaid committed to the said 
work house, not contrary to law, as they may deem proper; and 
may appoint such officers, agents and servants, ^as they may 
deem necessary, to transact the business of the said Association, 
and may designate their duties. And the said executive com- 
mittee shall make an annual report to the Legislature, and to 
the corporation of the city of New-York, of the number of per- 
sons received by them into said work house, the disposition 
which shall be made of them by instructing or ei&ploying them 
therein, the receipts and expenditures of said executive commit- 
tee, and generally all such facts and particulars as may exhibit 
the operations of the said Association. 

§ 5. The said executive committee shall have power, during 
the minority of any of the persons so committed to the said work 
house, to bind out the said persons, so being minors as aforesaid, 
as apprentices or servants, with their consent, duiing their 
minority, to such persons, and at such places, to learn such pro- 
per trades and employments, as in their judgment will be most 
conducive to their reformation and amendment, and future be- 
nefit and advantage of such persons. 

§ 6. The said executive committee, by such committees as they 
shall from time to time appoint, shall have power, and it shall 
be flieir duty, to visit, inspect and examine, all the prisons in 
the State, and annually report to the Legislature, their state and 
condition, and all such oOieac things in regard to them as may 
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enable the Legislature to perfect their government and discipline. 
And to enable them to execute the powers and perform the duties 
hereby granted and imposed, they shall possess all the powers and 
authority, that by the twenty-fourth section of title first, chapter 
third, part fourth of the Revised Statutes, are vested in the Inspec- 
tors of county prisons; and the duties of the keepers of each 
prison that they may examine, shall be the same in relation to them 
as in the section aforesaid are imposed on the keepers of such pris- 
ons in relation to the Inspectors thereof: Provided^ That no such 
examination or inspection of any prison shall be made until an 
order for tliat purpose, to be granted by the Chancellor of this 
State, or one of the Judges of the Supreme Court, or by a Vice 
Chancellor or Circuit Judge, or by the first Judge of the county 
in which the prison to be examined shall be situated, shall first 
have been had and obtained, which order shall specify the name 
of the prison to be examined, the names of the persons, members 
of the said Association, by whom the examination is to be made, 
and the time within which the same must be concluded. 

State of New- York, ) 
In Senate^ May 8/A, 1846. \ 

This bill having been read the third time, two-lhirds of all the 

members elected to the Senate voting in favor thereof. 

Resolved, That the bill do pass. 

By order of the Senate, 

A. GARDINER, President. 

State of New-Tork, } 

In Assembly J Jlpril 24/ A, 1846. \ 

This bill having been read the third time, and two-thirds of 

all the members elected to the Assembly voting in favor thereof. 

Resolved, That the bill do pass. 

By order of the Assembly, 

WM. C. CRAIN, Speaker. 

Approved this 9th day of May, 1846. 

SILAS WRIGHT. 

State of New-York, 
Secretary's office. 

I have compared the preceding with^an original law on file in 

this office, and do certify, that the same is a correct transcript 

therefrom, and of the whole of said original. , 
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In testimony whereof, I have hereunto affixed the seal ol this 
office at the city of Albany, the fifteenth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-six. 

[l. s ] ARCH'D CAMPBELL, 

Dep, Sec. of State. 

Revised Statutes, Part IF, Chap. 3, Title 1. 
^ 24. It shall be the duty of the keepers of each of the said 
prisons to admit the said Inspectors, or any one of them into 
every part of such prison; to exhibit to them, on demand, all the 
books, papers, documents and accounts pertaining to the prison, 
or to the persons confined therein; and to render them every 
other facility in their power, to enable them to discharge the du- 
ties above prescribed. And for the purpose of obtaining the ne- 
cessary information, to enable them to make such report as is 
above required, the said inspectors shall have power to examine 
on oath, to be administered by either of the said inspectors, any 
of the officers of the said prisons, and to converse with any of the 
prisoners confined therein, without the presence of the keepers 
thereof or any of them. 



BY-LAWS. 



I. There shall be a stated meeting of the elecutive committee 
on the fourth Monday of each month, and a special meeting shall 
be held at any time, on the requisition of either of the standing 
committees, or the chairman of the executive committee, or 
chairman of any standing committee. 

II. At every meeting of the executive committee, stated or 
special, the attendance of five members shall be necessary to 
constitute a quorum. 

ni. The order of business at every stated meeting shall be as 
follows : 

1 . The reading and adoption of the minutes of the last pre- 

ceding meeting. 

2. Reports from the standing committees in the order in 

which they are named in the constitution of the Society. 

3. Reports irom female department. 

4. Report from corresponding secretary. 

5. Reports from special committees. 

6. Motions and resolutions. 

The business first in order at a special meeting shall be the 
subject for the consideration of which the meeting shall Lave 
been called* and no other subject shall be brought before the 
meeting, except with the consent of a majority of the members 
present . 

lY. The chairman shall nominate and appoint all special com- 
mittees, and no person nominated by him shall be excused, un- 
less upon reasons, assigned by him, that shall be approved by 
the meeting; but a chairman pro tem. shall not have such power, 
unless authorized by the meeting. 
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v. The chairman shall decide all questions of order, subject 
to an appeal, and the rules of order shall be the same, so far as 
they are applicable, as those of the House of Assembly of the 
Legislature of New-York. 

YI. It shall be the duty of the finance committe : 

1. To receive and pay over to the treasurer of the society 

all moneys received, either as donations or for mem- 
berships. 

2. To audit and direct the payment of all biUs against the 

society in such manner and form as they shall direct, 
but no bill shall be paid by the treasurer unless ap- 
proved by the committee and countersigned by the 
chairman thereof, 

3. To invest and control the surplus moneys of the society, 

under the authority of the executive committee. 

4. To have power, under the same authority, to employ one 

or more agents to obtain members and collect subscrip- 
tions to the society ; and it shall be their duty to make 
a report, at each monthly meeting, of their proceedings 
and those of their agents. 

5. To annually examine and report upon the treasurer's ac- 

counts, and to audit the same. 

YII. The following shall be the duties of the committee on 
detention : 

1. To inquire into the causes of commitment of all persons 

detained for trial, or as witnesses, in any of the prisons 
of the cities of New-York and Brooklyn, and to adopt 
proper measures for procuring the dischai^e of such as 
shall appear to be entitled thereto. 

2. To visit frequently the prisons under their charge, and to 

endeavor to improve the condition of the prisoners, by 
training them to habits of cleanliness and exercise; by 
securing to them comfortable accommodations, having 
a regard to space, light and temperature; by procuring 
for them suitable employment; by providing them with 
books, or other tneans of mental occupation; by secur- 
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ing such a separation and classification as shall pre- 
serve the young, the innocent, and the less hardened, 
from the contaminating intercourse of the more de- 
praved; and by obtaining for them honest and legal 
advice; and generally, by bringing all practical, moral, 
and religious influence to operate upon their minds. 

VIII. It shall be the duty of the committee on discharged con- 
victs, 

1 . Under the authority ot the executive committee, to em- 

ploy an agent for the relief and aid of discharged con- 
victs, and for the performance of its daily routine of 
duties, whose place of business shall be at the general 
office of the Association. 

2. To keep a record of all commitments to our State pris- 

ons, and New-Tork and Kings county prisons, of the 
crime of which each person was convicted, of the date 
of his commitment and discharge, and all other im- 
portant information thereto appertaining. 

3. To open a correspondence with the prison agents or su- 

perintendents, relative to the character and trades of 
prisoners, and to ascertain previous to the discharge of 
each prisoner, his feelings, views and capabilities, with 
a view to making the best arrangements for his future 
employment. 

4. To keep a record of all persons who will employ dis- 

charged prisoners, and of their several occupations; to 
procure employment for prisoners applying therefor, as 
seems best adapted to the capacity of each ; to hold a 
correspondence with employers; to keep a record of the 
behavior and prospects of those for whom places are 
obtained, that they may be sustained and encouraged 
with the idea that a continual friendly interest is felt 
for them. 

5. To endeavor to procure suitable boarding places for the 

discharged prisoners, where they will not be exposed to 
corrupting influences, taking care not to have more 
than one in a. place, when it can be avoided. 
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6. To see that the prisoners are provided with suitable 
clothing, of a kind that will not attract attention, and 
point them out as convicts. 

IX. The general duty of the committee on prison discipline 
shall be the supervision of the internal organization and manage- 
ment of the prisons in which convicts are confined, embracing 
the moral and physical influences to be exerted on the prisoners 
during their confinement. 

This duty shall be comprised under the following general 
heads: 

Health. — ^Under which shall be Included diet, dress, cleanli- 
ness, warming of prisons^ ventilation, exercise, modes of employ- 
ment, insanity, and medical treatment generally. 

Reformation. — ^Including the classification of prisoners accord- 
ing to age, sex, physical condition, character and numbers; in- 
struction, religious and ordinary; moral treatment, isolation and 
intercourse; rewards and punishments; the visitation of friends, 
and pardons. 

Financial System — ^Embracing convict labor, prison revenues 
and expenses. 

Administration and Supervision, — Comprising the mode of ap- 
pointing officers, their qualifications, duties, abuse of their 
powers, and the internal police regulations of prisons. 

Comparison of Prison System and Reforms. — Including the col- 
lection of works and reports, correspondence with other societies, 
superintendence of prisons, and persons interested in prison dis- 
cipline. The collection of statistics, and their publication under 
the order of the Association. 

Visitation. — The visiting of State, county and city prisons, in- 
eluding houses of reformation of juvenile delinquents, at such 
periods and in such manner as the committee may from time to 
time determine. 

Cfriminal laws. — ^Their character and influence on the oommis- 
slon of vice and crime. 
{Semite, No. 14B.J 8 
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X. Each standing committee shall have power to appoint its 
own chairman and secretary, and to divide itself into as many 
sub-committees as it may deem proper; and each committee 
shall make a report of its proceedings at each stated meeting of 
the executive committee. 

XI. The recording secretary shall be the secretary of the exe- 
cutive conunittee, and it shall be his duty to keep the minutes 
of the proceedings of the committee, to record them in a book 
to be provided for that purpose, and to give due notice of all 
meetings of the committee. 

XII. 1 . The standing committee shall meet in their order on 

the Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the 
week preceding the regular meeting of the executive 
committee; and the recording secretary shall give due 
notice thereof. 
2. It shall be the duty of each standing committee to report 
to each monthly meeting of the executive committee 
the number of meetings held, and the names of the 
members attending at each. 

XIII. If it shall appear from the report of any standing com- 
mittee that any member has not attended any one of these meet- 
ings during the preceding three months the member so neglect- 
ing to attend shall, if no satisfactory excuse be offered) be deemed 
to have resigned as a member of such committee, and the execu- 
tive committee may proceed to appoint another in his place. 

XIY. No person shall be added as a member to any of the 
standing committees unless the committee to which he is to be 
added shall have reported his name at a preceding meeting of 
the executive committee, and shall have stated that the member 
so proposed has consented to serve. No person, so proposed, 
shall be elected as a member unless by the votes of two-thirds 
of all the members present; and every such election shall be 
made by ballot, unless by unanimous consent the ballot be dis- 
pensed with. 

Xy.|There shall be a standing committee of ladies for the 
female department, the members of which shall be selected by 
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the executive committee, and shall have charge of the interests 
and welfare of persons of their own sex, under such regulations 
as the executive committee may prescribe, or they themselves, 
with the approbation of the executive committee, may adopt. 
Such committee shall have power to elect its own officers, and 
when organized, shall be placed in all respects on the same foot- 
ing as the other standing committees of the executive committee, 
in relation to the increase of their numbers. 

XYI. The corresponding secretary shall conduct the correspon- 
dence of the executive conunittee, and of each of the standing 
committees when required, and shall report the same at each 
stated meeting of the committee, and shall record the same in 
books to be procured for that purpose. 

XYII. The president, chairman of the executive committee, 
and the corresponding secretary, shall be members, ex officio, of 
all the standing committees. 

XVIII. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep safely all 
moneys deposited with him by the finance committee, to pay over 
the same in such manner and at such time as the finance com- 
mittee shall direct, and to give such security for the faithful dis- 
charge of his duty as that committee shall require. 

XIX. No alterations in these by-laws shall be made, except a 
notice of the proposed amendment shall have been given at a 
previous meeting of the executive committee. 
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STATE OF NEW YOR K 



No. 185. 



IN ASSEMBLY, MA 




Thirteenth and Fonrteenth Report of the Prison Association 
of New Yorli, inclnding a list of I he Officers and Members. 

New York, March 25, 1859. 

Hon. Dewitt C. Littlejohn, 

Speaker of the Assembly of the State of J^ew York: 

The New York Prison Association, in compliance with its 
charter, herewith transmits a report of its labors for the years 
1857 and 1858, with the request that you will present the same 
to the Legislature. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN H. GRISCOM, 
Chairman of Executive Committee. 
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OFFICERS OF THE PRISON ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK 

FOR 1857-8. 

Presidxht. 
Hon. JAMES H. TITtS. 



R. N. HAVENS, 
ISRAEL RUSSELL, 



VlCE-PRXSIDXIfTll. 



Hon. FRANCIS R. TILLOU, 
JOHN H. GRISCOM, M. D. 



Corrupanding Suretarjf, 
JOHN STANTON GOULD. 

Recording Secretary, 
JAMES C. HOLDEN. 

Treasurer. 
HENRY A. OAKLET. 

Executive Committee, 

Chairman, JOHN H. GRISCOM, M. D. 
n^Mnce Committee, 



WM. G. GILMAN, Chairman, 
HENRY A. OAKLEY, 
HENRY P. MARSHAL, 



JOSEPH P. JOY, 
JAMES T. ALLEY, M. D. 
GEORGE POLLEN. 



JOHN A. BRYAN. 
Detention Committee, 



ISRAEL RUSSELL, Chairman, 
JOHN H. KEYSER, 
CHARLES A. DAVISON, 
GEORGE E. BAKER, 

OTIS D. SWAN. 

Discharged Convict Committee, 

RICHARD REED, Chairman, 
STEPHEN CUTTER, 
ISAAC T. SMITH, 

Prison Discipline Committee, 



SOLOMON JENNER, 
WM. ALLEN BUTLER, 
SALEM H. WALES, 
ADAM T. SACKETT, 



ORSON D. MUNN, 
LYMAN COBB, 
WM. HEGEMAN. 



R. N. HAVENS, Chairman, 
Hon. FRANCIS R. TILLOU, 
Hon. CHARLES A. PEABODY, 
PETER Y. CUTLER, 
JOHN A. BRYAN, 



JOHN D. RUSS, M. D., 
THEO. TELLKAMPF, M. D., 
Hon. GEORGE HALL, 
JOHN H. GRISCOM, M. D., 
SAMUEL C. HOLDEN. 



ABRAHAM REAL, Qeneral Agent. 
RICHARD WAKE, Financial Agent, 



HONORARY MEMBERS. 

OSCAR I., King of Sweden and Norway. 
•Hon. JOHN DUER, New York. 
•Hon. B. F. BUTLER, New York. 

Hon. JOHN W. BDMONDS9 New Yovk. 

ABRAHAM YAN HX8T, EKi.» Hew Yoik. 

•Deoeued. 
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CORRESPONDING MEMBERS, 

SINCE THE ORGANIZATION IN 1844. 

A. DE TOCQUEVILLE,) 

G. DE BEAUMONT, VMemben of the Institution of France. 

M. GH. LUCAS, > 

M. DEMETZ, Membre da Conseil General du Department da Seine-et-Oiie, etc., Paris. 

M. G. BLOUET, Architect da Goaremement. 

J. G. PERRY, Esq., Inspector of Prisons of Great Britain. 

OOL. JEBB, Surveyor General of the Prisons and Director of the Convict Priioni of Great 

Britain. 
EDWIN CHADWICK, Esq., London. 
Dr. VERDEIL, Member of the Great Council, Vice-President of the Council of Health, at 

Lausanne, Switxerlaad. 
Dr. GOSSE, Geneva, Switserland. 
JACOB POST, Esq., London. 

•Rev. L. DWIGHT, Secretory of Prison Discipline Society, Boston. 
FRANCIS LIEBER, Professor of History and Political Philosophy, Columbia, 8. C, Cor. 

Memb. of the Institute of France. 
WM. P. FOULKE, Esq., Philadelphia. 

M. MOREAU CHRISTOPHE, (%evaUer of the Legion of Honor, France. 
Dr. VARRENTHRAP, Germany. 
8. G. HOWE, M. D., Boston, 
Hiss D. L. DIX, Boston, Massachusetts. 
Professor NATHAN DAVID, Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Hon. CHARLES SUMNER, BiDston. 
Pxof. I. L. TELLKAMPF, Bedin, Prussia. 
JOHN HAVILAKD, Prison Anshitect, PhiladelphU. 
GBORGfi 8UMHB&, Esq., Boston. 

H. B. — The Physician or Warden, or Keeper of eaoh Penitentiary are, es qfficio, Corrti- 
ponding Members of the Ezecutiva Oommittl«e. . 



HONORARY LIFE MEMBERS OF THE EXEODTIVE COM- 
MITTEE. 
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Alsop, J. W., 
Aqiinwan. W. H., 
Barrow^ Thomas, 
BarUett, Edwin, 
Blanco, B., 
Boorman, James, 
Brown, James, 
Brown, Stewart, 
Bruce, George, 
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Douglass, George, 
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fHowland, S. 8., 
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Sampson, Joseph, 
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Talbot, Charles N., 
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Titus, James H., 
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Re^. Wm. Andrewfj 



Troy, N. Y. 

I 
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Rev. H. G. Ludlow. 

HudMWiy N. F. 
Rev. Mr. Darling. 
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Eobint RftT 190 00 

H. B. Dibblee A Ck> 6 00 

B. F. Butler 10 00 

8. CambreUng 10 00 

OtiflD.6wa& 10 00 



0. H. Rodgere 6 

Harper A 0»...ji 6 

G. Halloek 1 

Cko. Douglas • 

Qeom Brodie ...••. ft 

Jaeob Badger 6 

Sdward Bridge 6 

A.H.Ward 5 

James Hunter ft 



00 
00 
00 



2ft 00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
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Wm. G. Gilman $5 0^ 

J. F. Millip ft 00 
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James H. Titus Sft 00 
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S. H. Wales ft 00 

S. C. Hills 8 00 

H. M. ScbieffeUn 100 00 

F. L. Odell 1 00 

H. Howlaod 100 00 



Total of ooutribntions and donations in cash for 18ft8 llyOlS 



REPORT. 



Td the Honorable the Legislature of the State of JWb York: 

The Prison Association of New York presents the following 
its report for the years 1857 and 1858 : 

This association was incorporated by a special act of tiie 
Legislature, on the 9th of May, 1846. Its reports, from time to 
time, have fally declared its objects and plan of operations, with 
their results ; they comprise several volumes which will be found 
in the State Library, and to which we beg leave most respectfully 
to refer. It will be found, on consulting them, that the subject of 
crime, and the means of its prevention — of criminals and the 
influences to be employed for their reformation— of prison discip- 
line and the improvements to be made therein, have all been 
fully discussed, and the arguments, pro and con, clearly set forth. 
But little can be added that is new, and it may be safely affirmed, 
that those reports contain all that need be said to convince your 
honorable body and the public, of the benefits which our organi- 
sation has conferred on the State and the community at large, in 
the past, and of the usefulness, in the same channel, which it pro-^ 
mises to continue to exert in the future. 

The necessities which originated the Prison Association, and 
which induced the Legislature to give to it such a liberal charter, 
have not yet ceased to exist. 

The theories on which its plans of operations have been based 
from the outset, are still believed to be sound, and if faith- 
fully carried out, that they must stand approved by the great 
mass of reflecting men. 

It cannot be justly charged against this association that it ha» 
been actuated in its efforts by a misplaced or morbid sympathy 
for the criminal, for it has resolutely adhered to the scriptural 
proverb that '* the way of transgressors is hard,'' and has sternly 
acknowledged that this should be so; yet, while looking in 
this direction with a face of flint, ft has steadily borne in mind the 
idea upon which all modern legislation has proceeded with refer- 
enM to criaesi vis : that the great object should be to frenemi 
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their commission and reform the criminals, and not to deal with 
them in a spirit of vindictiveness. 

To those who may not be familiar with onr plans, and who, for 
that reason, may not be prepared to acknowledge the utility of 
such an organization, Ve desire to submit some of the most pro- 
minent evils which exist, and the remedies which have been and 
are still sought to be applied to their correction. 

\st Detentions of alleged criminals. 

It will be readily conceded that some 'are improperly charged ; 
that some^ while innocent, are in danger of being condemned by 
false or vindictive witnesses, through inadvertance, or for want of 
the aid of honest lawyers ; that some are stripped of all they 
possess by " shysters," without receiving any beneficial services 
in return ; and that some by reason of circumstances difficult ta 
be explained at the time of conviction, are made to suffer punish- 
ments which might be properly mitigated, if the matters in 
extenuation were reliably brought to the notice of the court, but 
which, owing to the fears, confusion, or friendless situation of the 
ftoeused, cannot be furnished without timely aid, volunteered 
OB the sf)ot. 

2d. Prison discipline. 

It is well Tcnown, that in some detention prisons at least, (but it 
would be safe to say in nearly all of them,) it is quite common to 
confine prisoners under accusation and before conviction, although 
innocent, in the same quarters, and under the same restraints, and 
in the same cells, with those justly convicted ; that witnesses are 
confined there for the want of bail, and are thus subjected to 
restraints -and contaminating influences, which it is impossible, by 
any species of argument, to justify ; that proper regard to clean- 
liness and the general sanitary condition of the inmates of the 
detention prisons is often omitted, and that the innocent, the 
guilty, and the witnesses, are, in m6st casts alike subject to this 
neglect, and that in the prisons for the confinement of prisoners 
under sentence, there is no suitable classification of them. Adepts 
in every species of infamous crimes, and hardened criminals, such 
as professional thieves, burglars and pickpockets, being confined 
and brought in close contact with first offenders, and convicts for 
minor offenses, such as assaults and batteries, and other misde- 
meanors, and that in some cases cruel and unusual punishments 
are inflicted by drunken, ignorant, passionate, unprincipled or 
brutal keepers. 
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3d Discharged Convicts, 

It will not be denied that some of this class /would reform, if 
properly encouraged, especially those whose crimas may be traced 
to intemperate habits, want, suflFering, prejudice or passion ; that 
in most cases, this class come from the prisons, on the expiration 
of their terms of sentence, branded as infamous, and cut oflF from 
the confidence and sympathy of the community, and that in some 
cases, even the most wicked and apparently incorrigible criminals, 
when discharged, might be reclaimed. 

We might extend this catalogue of evils and illustrate their 
enormity by a variety of cases coming under our immediate 
observation, but the limits within which we feel it our duty to 
bring this report, will only allow the mention of the most glaring, 
and those which have been made familiar to your honorable body 
in our previous reports, and to the public through the press. The 
evils we have above enumerated are so confessedly notorious that 
it would be difficult to find any one who would venture to deny 
their existence. 

During the thirteen years of our efforts in thi^ interesting field 
of labor, it is confidently believed that the association has accom- 
plished more good and conferred more lasting benefits on society, 
WITH A LESS AMOUNT OF PECUNIARY AID, than any other benevolent 
institution, to whose funds the public had been called upon to 
contribute. The statistics and information contained in our pre- 
vious reports, will, we feel assured, abundantly sustain this 
declaration. Our visits to all the different prisons in the State, 
from year to year, our correspondence with kindred associations 
in other States, and foreign governments in Europe and elsewhere, 
and our exposures of abuses and recommendations of reforms, 
have been instrumental in leading your honorable body to make 
many changes for the better in the discipline of its prisons. But 
much more remains to be done, and we entertain the hope that, by 
patient and persistent efforts, we will be able to say on some 
future occasion, that the reform which our charter contemplated, 
in this behalf, has been well nigh accomplished. We will then 
willingly confine our labors to " detained prisoners " and " dia- 
charged convicts," who have already been the chief objects of 
our solicitude, and the relief and reformation of whom afford such 
an important subject for philanthropic effort. 
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The New Yor^ Prison Association presents the following Bnm- 
m&iy of its labora. during the years 1857-8: 
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Your honorable body will scarcely need to have ua here insti- 
tnte any comparison between the very email totals of contribu- 
tions and the amount of work done, for this is the most promi- 
nent feature displayed in the tables. 

The managers themselves propose to defray all the expenses for 
salaries of agents and employees, for office rent, fuel, lights, sta- 
tionery, &c., and they appeal to the humane and benevolent solely 
for such contributions as may be necessary to render more efficient 
the work of reforming, restoring and elevating the condition of 
detained prisoaers and discharged convicts. 

These appeals have not been adequately answered, there being 
a reluctance to extend relief to this class of persons, when there 
are so many unfortunate persons who are believed to be more 
deserving, and in whose behalf urgent appeals are constantly being 
made. Oar means, for several years past, have been altogether 
insuScient for the purpOBOa last named, and in view of the iiacta 
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above stated, we feel that we should not hesitate earnestly to 
•flolicit an appropriation from the State treasury, for relief of these 
miserable beings. As a matter of economy, the State would do 
well, we think, to aid any well directed efforts to reform the crim- 
inal, and prevent his again becoming a charge upon the prison 
fnnd. Thus far we have never received a dollar, except by vol- 
untary contribution, and the falling off of the funds from this 
source, is not to be attributed to any want of appreciation of the 
usefulness of this association, but rather to the needs of other 
charities, whose claims are more strongly urged, and which are 
believed, very properly, perhaps, to be more meritorious. 

In this connection we call the attention to your honorable body 
to the reports of a portion of the many cases which we have passed 
apon^ and relieved since our last report, and which we transcribe 
and submit herewith. The unfortunates and outcasts require 
something more than *' good advice," and we beg that an appro- 
priation, be it much or little, may be made for their relief. 

We should not fail to mention, before closing this communica- 
tion, that our general agent, Mr. Abraham Beal, who has been so 
long connected with us in that relation, still continues his self- 
sacrificing and arduous labors. He is eminently, and in a very pecu- 
liar degree, fitted for the performance of the work in which we 
are engaged. His experiences have been so varied and extensive, 
and his integrity, efficiency and reliability so perfect, that what 
was once difficult of performance by this association, has been, 
throng him, rendered comparatively easy. He has the unre- 
served confidence of the. courts, district attorneys and magistrates, 
and to an extent which demonstrates his trustworthiness and influ- 
ence for good, more completely than anything we could say in 
commendation of his services. With any other than such an agent 
to carry out our plan of operations, we believe we could never 
have sustained our organization, upon the slender amounts which 
have been contributed, nor could we without his aid, have accom- 
plished, under such circumstances, one-half the good which, for 
several years past, his diaries have exhibited. 

We have had our attention called to a bill now pending before 
your honorable body, revising and amending the laws relating to 
the management and discipline of the State Prisons, which, by 
implication, we fear will destroy some of the most vital and salu- 
; tary provisions of our charter, and we beg leave most respectfully 
to submit to your honorable body that care should be taken to in- 
tort a clause in that act, if it shall pass, exempting this assoclar 
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tion from the operation of the repealing clanse therein contained. 

Since oar last report we have applied to a justice of the Su- 
preme Court, in the city of New York, as we had theretofore been 
accustomed to do, for an order permitting this association to viait 
the several prisons in this State, as contemplated in the charter, 
and such order was not granted, because such justice entertained 
the opinion that he did not possess the power to grant it ; and 
tiiis association has not felt that it would be proper to apply to 
another judicial officer for such an order in the face of this de- 
cision. This is our explanation of the omission to include in this 
report the customary statistics and information with respect to 
such prisons ; and we would most respectfully ask your honorable 
body more explicitly to define in our charter the duties of the 
judges in this behalf, or to grant to this association the power to 
visit without an order from a judge. The removal of all restric- 
tions could be very readily restored should this association abuse 
its powers of visitation, of which abuse there have, thus far, 
never been any complaints, and it will studiously avoid any just 
cause of complaint shoiild this mark of confidence be extended to 
it by your honorable body. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

Dated New York, January, 1859. 

By order of the Executive Committee. 

JAMES H. TITUS, 

President of the Jlstociaiipm, 
JOHN H. GRISCOM, 

Chairman of Executive Committee. 

James C. Hold£n, Recording Secretary. 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 

1857. Receipts. 

To balance on hand January 1, 1859, $T 50 

cash received, donations, as per list, 695 30 

cash received, subscriptions and contributions, during 

1857, 1,118 50 

money returned by convicts to whom it had been 

advanced, 6 75 

Total receipta for 1857, $1,728 05 
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Expenditures. 

By rent of office, No. 15 Centre St., in part, $150 00 

expenses of office, fuel, postages, &c., &c., 97 00 

donations to discharged convicts in money, 230 1 6 

salary of A. Beal, agent, balance of 1856, 

$234.17, and on account for 1857, 

$738.09, 972 26 

commission on collections, and salary of 

assistant agent in 1857, : 200 46 

$1,649 88 



Balance on hand Dec. 31, 1857, $78 17 

« 
1858. Receipts. 

To balance on hand Jan. 1, 1858, $78 17 

donations received in 1858, as per list, 462 68 

subscriptions and contributions, received in 1858, . 853 00 
money returned by convicts to whom it had been 

advanced, 6 50 



Total receipts in 1858, $1,399 35 

Expenditures. 

By balance of rent of office, No. 15 Centre 

street, for 1857, $50 00 

by amount of rent of offices No. 15 Centre 

street, for 1858, 100 00 

expenses of office, fuel, postages, &c., &c., 107 00 
commission paid on collections, and salary 

of sub-agent, 200 24 

donations in money to discharged convicts, 225 68 
Abram Beal, agent, balance of salary for 

1857, 261 91 

Abram Beal, agent, on account of salary 

for 1858, 1.. 440 24 

$1,385 07 



Balance in treasurer's hands Dec. 31, 1858, $14 28 

HBNBY A. OAKLEY, Treasurer. 
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Office of Pbisok Association, > 

15 Ckntek ST., New Tokk, Jon. 7, 1859. J 

To the Commiitee on Detentions^ Israel Russell, Esq., Chairman : 

Dear Sir — ^In compliance with our uniform practice, the fol- 
lowing brief report of our labors in this department during the 
past two years, ending December the Slst, 1858, is respectfully 
submitted to you for presentation to the executive board. 

Your agent has, agreeably to your instructions, and in conform- 
ity with your charter and by-laws, visited, and as often as his 
varied and constantly increasing engagements would permit, eadi 
of the detention prisonp of this city, and those of Brooklyn. 

Detentions. 

This department includes all those who are arrested and detained 
for trial, or as witnesses in the prisons of New York and Brook- 
lyn cities, to wit : 

First district, city prison, (Tombs). 

Second district, Jefferson Market prison. 

Third district, Essex Market prison. 

Fourth district, Yorkville prison. 

Eldridge street, (or county jail). 

Kings county, or Brooklyn jail. 

The magnitude of this work can be best conceived, from a sin- 
gle statement of the number of those who have been there, charged 
with crime, and a very large proportion of whom we have visited. 

During the past two years, there were : 

In 1867. In ISM. 

Committed to Kings county jail, , 4,258 6,300 

do to city prisons. New York, 2*7,845 35,172 

Totals, ,. 32,103 41,412 

Hence it ^ill be seen at one glance, either that crime has fear- 
fully increased within the above named period, or that more effi- 
cient means have been adopted for its detection and punishment 
The following figures show most conclusively, that deleterious 
or poisoned drugs, called distilled and fermented liqubrs, (sold in 
tKose two cities, in violation of all law, by upwards of ten thou- 
sand unlicensed retail dealers, and by less than two hundred per- 
sons who had obtained licenses,) were the sole and direct cause 
of ^ the of all those commitments. 
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In 1857. In 1856. 

Of temperate habits, 4,028 4,972 

Of intemperate habits, 23,817 30,200 

Totals, 27,845 36,172 

If "figures do not lie;" if "facts are stubborn things;" if bad 
liquor is the prolific source of pauperism, crime, ruin and death, 
then ought not our excise laws to be enforced ? If our deten« 
tion prisons, all our penitentiaries, and our state prisons, are at 
this moment, inconveniently crowded, and much more crowded 
than ever from the use of those poisons, would it not be more rea- 
sonable and economical, and the most effectual preventive of crime; 
to forbid entirely their sale at groceries, and everywhere, to young 
persons ? 

On this all important subject of the cause of crime, your agent 
would beg leave to say, that after many years of extensive obser- 
vation with prisoners, and of prison life, and of the multiplied 
paths which lead to disgrace and punishment, he knows of no 
habitS; vices or indulgences, so detrimental to the body, mind and 
soul, and producing so large an amount of physical, mental and 
moral ruin, to the masses, as the use of alcholic drinks. 

Here a train of thought is suggested to which we cannot give 
utterance. Oh I what misery we have witnessed from this cause 
alone. Oh I that the Executive and Legislature of our State, and 
the municipal governments of our large cities would but let the 
axe strike at the root of this enormous evil, that the laws already in 
existence were scrupulously and efficiently enforced, and that those 
drinking places and their abominations could be swept away by 
one mighty stroke. Oh 1 that the great God of Heaven would 
show His mercy to the mass, by pointing out to those in autho- 
rity what their duty is in this matter ; then what a moral revolu- 
tion would be effected, and in how short a time. 

There are other sources of vice and crime, but most of these 
have arisen, and are sustained, by strong drink and its dupes, 
▼iz : gambling, dance houses, low theatres, balls, wakes, brothels, 
late hours, extravagance, poverty, ignorance, want of employ ment, 
and lack of home comforts and attractions ; but above all, the want 
of light, and knowledge, and moral instruction, and training, alsov 
contribute, in a great measure, to swell the volume of crime. 

The following figures, abstracted from the summary of the gen- 
eral operations of the association, show what has been accomp 
plished in this department within the past two years : 

[Assemblj, Vo. 185.] 2 
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A larg« proportioD of the cases referred to in the third and 
fosrth columns, consisted of arrests caused hj family distnrban- 
ses, bj the ill-naage of wives hy their husbands, vid the abandon* 
ment of children by their parents, who, thus thrown upon the 
world, have committed petty crimes. In sach cases, the associa- 
tion has been instmmental in reconciling the parties to each other; 
» better way of life has been shown them ; many happy resnlts 
have followed, and peace and happiness, in many a broken &mily 
circle, have been restored. Hence the city and State have saved 
large sums which woald have been expended on these very per- 
sons as criminals or paapers. 

Special attention has been given to yonng persons whom wa 
have found in prison. Some have transgressed by accident ; 
others have been driven to it by want, consequent on being or- 
phans, or by reason of their not being cared for, or witbont homes 
or friends, or where the parents are grossly immoral. In such 
eases we have placed tliem in better circumstances, away frcm 
trials and temptation, and always where their future interests 
will be secured. Others we have been enabled by the favorable 
disposition of the courts, to restore to their friends, on the promise 
Df a more watchfnl care over them. 

Many of this class ciJl upon us with their parents and friends, 
«xpreasiug their thanks for what was done for them, and promising 
to walk idrcuntspectlyior the future.. 

In all our vuits w» dtrofally look after the innooent (and saoh 
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are to be found) who are charged with crime, the inexperienCedf 
in prison life, the penitent, and especially those who manifest a 
desire to make restitution, or for the first offense, where there is 
no aggravation, and especially where circumstances of extenuation 
are apparent. In all such cases the facts are honestly submitted * 
to the proper authorities, and the accused and the ends of justice 
are more or less advantaged. And in no solitary case have we 
lent ourselves directly or indirectly to assist an old offender or 
professional thief, that he might escape the punishment due to his 
transgressions. On the contrary, we have invariably contributed 
our aid in securing to them their deserts. With all such we have 
no complicity whatever. 

A word in relation to our detention prisons. 

THE CITY PRISON (oR TOMBS ). 

Nearly all the persons committed for trial in the city of New 
Tork are collected here. 

That the prison is too small is very evident, ad it often be- 
comes necessary to place three persons in one small cell. Tbi« 
practice, althoi^h anavoidable, (from the limited dimensions of 
the building)^ is productive of serious mischief It ia bad enough 
to keep persons confined for weeks or months in a state of idle- 
ness, but it becomes really serious to place two, three or four to- 
gether, as evil communications have always proved permanently 
hurtful 

The warden still peremptorily forbids the admission of lawyers 
into the inner prison in their professional capacity ; and, although 
some improvement has been made in carrying out this rule, many 
flagrant impositions have been practiced, and by a class of un- 
principled men who disgrace the honorable profession of the law. 
It is indeed to be deplored that there are creatures who engage 
to defend men on their trial, who extort from them every dollar 
which they or their £Gunilies can collect or scrape together, and 
then abandon them to their fiite. Such characters ought then^ 
selves be sent to prison, and kept at hard labor, instead of those 
who are so frequently the dupes and sufferers by their evil prac- 
tices, and who would in many cases be acquitted were it not for 
the bad advice of these unscrupulous leeches. 

JBrFEASOW HARKBT l>ftISON« 

This prison has been enlarged, and greater aecominodatldu^ 86* 
cmred. Although much impi^ved, it is very questionable evett 
now whether it woidd not have been more- piMticablA tA Iob^ 
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removed the old building and erected an entirely new one, having 
a greater regard to more space and better light and ventilation, 

KS8EX BfARKET PRISON. 

This is a new bnilding on the old site. It is commodioiis, light 
and replete with conveniences. The police court, offices and keep- 
er's dwelling house are altogether unobjectionable, and nicelj 
adapted to this densely populated locality. 

YORKVILLfi PRISON. 

Here all is neat and clean, and though small, its capacity is 
pretty well proportioned to its business. 

These four prisons are under the supervision of the alms house 
governor, and are under the immediate superintendence of the 
warden of the Tombs, Mr. Sutton. 

IXDRIDGE STREET OR COUNTY JAIL. 

The average number of its inmates is about forty, Buch as al- 
leged fraudulent debtors, XT. S. prisoners, witnesses, &c. The 
supervisors have had in contemplation the building of a new 
prison. They doubtless feel that it is unfit for a county jail, and 
it has long been condemned by an intelligent community. 

KINGS COUNTY (bROOKLYn) JAIL. 

In days gone by we have often had to complain that persona 
accused of crime were kept awaiting trial for two, three, and 
sometimes four months, in this prison, and that individuals and 
fiimilies have been seriously injured by these delays in the admin- 
istration of justice. We are glad to report that there is a better 
state of things here now. The demands of equity and right are 
conceded, and the guilt or innocence of its inmates are more 
promptly ascertained. It is much to be regretted that this prison, 
like the Tombs of New York, is not furnished with sufficient ceils* 
It is by far too small, and the keepers have no alternative but to 
place (and that very often) three and sometimes four in a cell. 

The health of the inmates of our city prisons, taken as a whole^ 
is generally good. Their classification, however, is not carefully 
regarded. But little or no concern is manifested for their moral 
improvement. Whilst one physician is appointed to look to the 
health of the bodies of the prisoners in the Tombs, and one also 
for the Brooklyn jail, there is no moral teacher or minister ap- 
pointed or engaged to regard their spiritual condition. It would 
be well, we think, to have a chaplain appointed for each of these 
pruojuif but more especially for the priscm called the Tombac 
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"Wliat has been said before in onr annnal reports in relation to our 
city or detention prisons, may with propriety be reiterated again 
and again, that bnt few, very few, means are employed for the 
moral elevation of their inmates — bnt few things exist in any one 
of these prisons calculated to lessen crime or promote reformation. 

Tour agent is not without hope that a better day will dawn, 
when those having charge of our prisons will insist on having a 
separate cell for every prisoner, that cell to be provided with soap, 
towel and wash bowl, and every facility for cleanliness, the same 
to be furnished with a bible and other good and useful books, and, 
when moral teachers shall be engaged, to improve the better na- 
tures of those confined within its walls. With such valuable 
auxiliaries, the virtuous and intelligent in the community might 
reasonably anticipate a permanent diminution of vice and crime. 
May that time be hastened I 

We append hereto a number of cases selected from the diary of 
your agent, merely to show the character of our work and the 
objects of our anxious solicitude, with the results. 

EXTRACTS FROM DIART OF DETENTION CASES. 

No. 1. A German woman was indicted for grand larceny, for 
stealing a bank book, valued by complainant at $40. When 
brought into court, the association, by its agent, informed the 
judge that he had made diligent enquiries of her past history and 
antecedent^. These are the facts : 

About seven months since, she arrived in New York, from Ham- 
burg, having $600 in her possession ; she expected to find a por* 
tion of her family here, but they had gone west, she knew not 
vhere. 

At the boarding house where she stayed, a young man aleo 
lived, who formerly resided in a neighboring town, in Germany, 
near to that she had so recently left. An intimacy grew up 
between them, and they married ; he proposed they should start 
west, find their friends, and then with her $600, and the money he 
expected to receive from his parents, they should buy a farm, live 
happy, and become rich. To this she heartily assented, handing 
him over all her money. Within a few hours, this unprincipled 
(scoundrel disappeared, and left for parts unknown. She was left 
with her few clothes only, without the means to pay even one 
day's board. A situation was suggested by the woman with whom 
she had stayed since her arrival ; she accepted it, but found it to 
be a hooae of bad repute. She determined instantly to leave, 
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and retnrd to her fatherland. She saw this bank bool, aad w«^ 
tempted to tftke it, concluding could she draw out the $40, it 
would defray her expenses home. The theft was discoyered, and 
the plans she had laid were frustrated, and she expressed great 
contrition. On recommendation of the agent, a plea of petit lar- 
ceny was accepted by the district attorney, when the judgment 
was suspended, and she was discharged. A situation was subaet- 
quently obtained for her. 

No. 2. Was remanded last court day by the recorder^ that the 
association might enquire into his past character. To-day we 
reported favorably — that he had never been in prison before ; he 
solemnly promised never to do wrong again. Having a large 
family, the Association recommended his discharge* Judgment 
was suspended. 

No. 3. Was committed for assault and battery, on ocmiplaint of 
his wife ; the judge sentenced him four months to the penitentiary.. 

The Association begged the court not to send him to the Island, 
as in that case the poor woman and her three helpless childreo 
must starve, or go into the workhouse ; he was remanded. The 
defendant signed the pledge ; he promised to drink no more rum, 
and to treat his wife well in the future. These facts were sub- 
mitted to the court, when judgment was suspended, a^id he wae 
discharged. 

No. 4. Was convicted of petit larceny, and sentenced by the city 
judge for three months to the penitentiary. The complainant, 
.believing this to have been his first offense, conferred with the 
.Association, expressing a desire that mercy should be idiown him, 
and, especially, as the prisoner had acted with great candor, and 
had exhibited symptoms of deep sorrow. This statement wae 
.iDBde to the court, when he was again brought out, admonished 
and discharged. 

. He called at the office of the Associationi offering them his thanke 
&r saving him from a winter's quarters in the penitentiary. 

No. $. Was indicted for forgery in the second degree, that be 
)iad attempted to pass a $5 counterfeit bill, knowing it to be such* 

There were many extraordinary circumstances surrounding this 
case. When arrested, $76 in good money was taken from him by 
the officer. A counsel was employed ; his fee was to be $50. The 
district attorney was seen by the agent of the Association in thie 
case, and all the circumstances submitted to him. When arraigned, 
he plead guilty to forgery in the 4th degree. The court regarded 
the case a^ one eminently entitled to iavorabla cooaideratioii. 



Judgment was suspended, and he was discharged. An applicn- 
tion was then made to the counsel for the return of the $26, over* 
and above the $50, the fee agreed upon, but this was refused. 
The Association applied for the balance, but the counsel contended 
fae ought not to be called upon to return it ; he was at length 
induced to return a sum sufficient to defray the traveling expen- 
aes of this young man and his sister back to their home in the 
country. 

They subsequently called to thank the Aasociation for the inter- 
est shown by it in his behalf whilst in prison, and since his release 
therefrom. 

> No. 6. An honest looking youth was convicted of grand larceny; 
his heart appeared to be well nigh broken. The Association beg- 
ged the court to suspend the judgment, believing, if discharged, 
tander the influence of his present feeling, he would involuntarily 
shudder, and refuse to do another bad act. He was then discharged. 

No. 7. A poor, wretched woman was seen by the agent of the^ 
Association, weeping in the Tombs, from whom he ascertained, that 
her husband had been confined the last nine days for disorderly 
conduct, and in default of $300 bail. That she has five childretf 
now in want; the offense was trifiing, as shown by the papers; 
the police magistrate was seen, and the man's discharge obtained- 

No. 8. Was charged with an attempt at petit larceny. A purM^ 
containing $4 had been given to an infant child to play with, and 
to quiet it. This youth saw it laying on the fioor of the room^ 
and being very hungry, picked it up and put it inta his pockei«' 
At the time he was seen in a stooping position, and suspected of 
having the missing purse ; he denied it ; it was found upon him. 

The Association ascertained that he came to this country on boarjl 
%ship, five weeks since; he had worked his passage out The 
Association begged the court, under all the circumstances, to give 
him another trial or chance of doing better; the court acquiesced. 
We provided him a good supply of clothes, and then introduoetf 
him to those who found him a place on board a ship. This inter- 
esting boy appeared to feel very grateful for what bad been done 
for him. 

No. 9. A poor woman comes to our office, praying thd Associe* 
tion \o get her husband discharged from prison, on charge of breach 
of the peace. She has four children in want ; after ascertaining 
this to be the truth, his discharge was obtained. 

Ne. 10 was convicted of petit larceny. He had been in th» 
country but two weeks. When arrested he had the article in hii 
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possession. He frankly acknowledged his gnilt, but said, " I was 
very hungry at the time ; I asked several to help me, but all re- 
fused. I could find nothing to do." The court sentenced him to 
the penitentiary for three months. 

The Association intimated that it would not lessen the diffi* 
culty ; he would be in a much worse position then than now. If 
the court would be pleased to suspend the judgment, a place of 
work could be found him. He promised to avoid a repetition of 
such an act. He was discharged. 

We supplied him with a few necessary garments, and obtained 
a place of work for him immediately. He has since done well. 

No. 11 was convicted of stealing a piece of ham. The Asso- 
ciation had visited her in prison, and subsequently ascertained 
her story to be truthful — that at the time of this petit theft her- 
self and two children were in great want. The truth was told 
the court, and her discharge recommended. She left the court 
room with her children, very grateful for the mercy shown to her, 
and with a determined purpose to suffer rather than be found in 
such a place again. Her pressing wants were for several weeks 
supplied by the Association. 

No. 12 was charged with stealing articles valued at $6 from her 
employer. She denied the charge. The only evidence against 
her was that a few buttons were found on the floor near where 
the missing things had been kept. She was remanded. To-day 
the Association assured the court that her character previous to 
this allegation was above reproach. Her discharge was recom- 
mended and obtained. 

No. 13 was convicted of an assault and battery, on complaint 
of his wife, and sentenced by the court to the penitentiary for 
four months. At request of the Association he was remanded until 
next court day, and the sentence withheld. 

To-day we showed, by two reliable men, for whom defendant had 
worked the last twenty-five years, that he is a sober, honest, in- 
dustrious man, always providing a good home for his family. One 
of the witnesses testified that his children were jMretty well grown 
up ; one of them, the younger, aged sixteen, is a self-willed, obsti- 
nate girl ; that she kept late hours, and entertained her young 
friends at their house as late as two, three, and often to four 
o'clocL The mother is indulgent, whilst the father apprehends 
some evil will result from such indulgences ; hence he determines 
to prevent it. These and other causes have created this diffioultfr. 
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He was shown to be a good citizen. The Association then begged 
his discharge. The court acquiesced. 

No. 14. The District Attorney of the U. S. Court was seen in 
behalf of two seamen detained as witnesses for the prosecution, 
and against the mate of ship, who stands charged with murder. 

These two men have been in the Tombs nearly seven months. 
Ote of these is a married man, who states he has not been able 
to send his family any money since he was locked up. 

The Marshal and District Attorney will do all they can to 
facilitate the trial. 

No. 15. Aged 12 years, was discharged from custody on charge 
of stealing a veil. 

Her fears were so powerfully wrought upon, it was deemed 
prudent to have her discharged. The probabilities are, she will 
never forget this circumstance. 

No. 16. Was brought before the Recorder on charge of assault 
and battery, on complaint of his wife. 

The Association saw him in prison, and found him under the 
influence of shame, regret, and a solemn purpose to avoid the 
causes which led to this gross and inexcusable offence. 

Judgment was suspended and he was discharged. 

No. 17. Was convicted on his own confession of petit larceny 
from one of his former employers. 

The complainant believed he was in want, the result of being 
out of work. 

On recommendation of Agent, judgment was suspended and he 
was discharged, 

No. 18. Was charged with a petit larceny. He stoutly denied 
his guilt, although the evidence seemed clear against him. He 
assured the court the witnesses were influenced by prejudice 
against him, and without any cause. Tlie Association begged 
that he might be remanded, as he represented that witnesses 
could be found who could prove him entirely innocent of the 
charge. These persons were subpoenaed, and to-day appeared in 
court and testified the defendant slept at their house, and con- 
sequently it was impossible for him to have committed the 
larceny. 

The Recorder believed their statement, and that the witnesses 
for the prosecution had been mistaken in his identity. He was 
immediately discharged. 

No. 19. A very honest looking German boy, aged 15, was 
arraigned before the Court of Special Senriona, on charge of 
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■tealing (3. He confessed his fault. The Association ascer* 
tained through an interpreter that this boy had been in this 
country but a few weeks ; the friend who brought him had left 
for the far west, leaving him behind, not having the means to 
defray his traveling expenses. He was in great want when he 
was tempted to steal this money. He was painfully exercised 
about it, and solemnly promised never to take what did not 
belong to him again. The Association expressed their willingness 
to take him and provide him a situation away in the country, 
should the court mercifully suspend the judgment and dischargo 
him. He was instantly discharged. 

On the following Tuesday we sent him to a worthy man, a 
farmer, where he is now doing well. 

No. 20. Was in prison, awaiting trial on his wife's complaint* 
She regretted the step she had been advised to take in having 
him locked up, because of the suffering herself and children now 
experienced. The Association were instrumental in bringing 
about a reconciliation between them, and a solemn promise that 
both should pull one way, the right way, and both together. 

The Recorder, on recommendation of the Agent, discharged 
him. They both expressed their sincere thanks. 

No. 21. Was arrested nine months since on charge of burglary. 
Two months subsequent to his arrest, symptoms of insanity were 
exhibited by him. The Association applied to the Resident 
Physician and one of his assistants to examine him. They pro- 
nounced him temporarily insane from the use of strong drinks. 
He was then sent to the Insane asylum on the Island. 

After being there seven months, we ascertained he is now in a 
much better state. A certificate was obtained, when an applica* 
tion to the District Attorney was made that he be brought back 
to the City prison and disposed of. The complainant was seen ; 
he had no desire to prosecute, as the offense was committed dur- 
ing the day, in their presence, and when under some hallucination 
produced by strong drink. 

All these particulars were submitted to the proper authorities 
by the Association, when the prisoner was discharged. 

No. 22. Was charged with assault and battery on his wife. 
The court was about to commit him, when the Association ex* 
pressed their belief that the wife, from her appearance, was more in 
fault than he. The case was remanded that inquiry might be made. 

On the following court day witnesses appeared and condnsiyely 
Aowed Bucb to be the faot, when he was discharged. 
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No. 23. Bemaoded firom last conrt day on charge of stealing 
$2 from his employer. The case was satisfactorily proven, but it 
was also shown he had been paid by his '* boss'' but two or three 
shillings per day for his labor ; hence he was tempted or driven 
to keep back the $2 in question. The Association admonished 
him never to be guilty of such an act again; provided him with 
a clean shirt, coat, vest and shoes; and, when made decent, the. 
oourt discharged him. We soon procured him a place of work. 

No. 24. Had been convicted of assault and battery, and sen- 
tenced to the penitentiary for six months. 

An application was immediately made to the Judge to let the 
case stand over until next court day. The request was reluc- 
tantly complied with. To-day the Association showed, by satis- 
fiaciory testimony, that this defendant was worthy of his, liberty. 

He was immediately discharged. 

No. 25. Indicted for forgery ; that he had obtained the sum of 
$17.50 by feloniously personating a shipmate to whom that sum 
was due as prize money. 

This unfortunate creature had been in prison nearly four 
months, suffering sadly from chronic rheumatism, whilst his wife 
and two infant children were literally starving. The complainant 
felt more anxious to alleviate their distress than to have him 
punished, saying, \' He did not do it ; Bum did it.'' 

The District Attorney humanely accepted a plea of forgery in 
the fourth degree, and then asked the court to suspend the judg- 
ment. 

They called at our office the day following his discharge, 
expressing their unfeigned thanks for the interest the- Association 
had shown in their behalf. They both signed a pledge to aban- 
don the use of strong drinks. 

No. 26. Had been confined in the Tombs over a month, on 
charge of grand larceny. The Association visited him and felt 
interested in his behalf. His story appeared truthful. He was 
believed to be an honest man, and consequently innocent of thia 
charge. The complainant was seen and spoken to; the more 
thorough our inquiries, the more satisfied were we of his entire 
innocence. 

The District Attorney was conferred with ; he sent the case to 
the special sessions. 

When the complainant was asked to take the stand, but two or 
three questions were put. Neither he or the witnesses could say 
OQA word to Qonvict priioQer of the alleged laroenyi when he was 
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instantly acquitted. He called again and again to thank the 
Association. 

No. 27, a smart intelligent little fellow, aged sixteen, was 
charged with stealing a small amount of money from his em* 
ployer. Under our advice he plead guilty, when he was remanded, 
that inquiry might be made into his character and habits. 

To-day his mother appeared in court, telling the recorder that 
his father is very intemperate, and habitually regardless of his 
family, and that under the circumstances the boy was not disci- 
plined or cared for. The Association suggested the propriety of 
sending him to the Juvenile Asylum. The court cheerfully ac- 
quiesced. 

No. 28 had been committed of assault and battery on an officer. 
The affair was one of a very diminutive character. The recorder 
intimated that he would send him to the city prison for fifteen 
days. The Association ascertained that he had a sickly wife and 
a family of small children, and if locked up he would lose his work* 
These facts were submitted, and before the adjournment of the 
court his honor complied with the earnest request of the Associa- 
tion, and then suspended the judgment and discharged him. 

No. 29 was convicted of petit larceny, stealing two pieces of 
cloth valued at twelve shillings, intended for boys' vests. He was 
remanded, that the Association might ascertain something concern- 
ing him. We found that he has a wife and two children ; the cause 
of his present disgrace is the use of liquor ; be had delirium on 
him ^vhen the petty theft was committed ; it was his first offense 
that was proven. Judgment was suspended and he was discharged* 
They heartily thanked the Association. 

No. 30 had been an inmate of Eldridge street jail for the last 
eleven weeks. He was arrested in a civil suit for damages, and 
in default of bail was locked up. He represented that whilst he 
was in constant employ, his wife, a professed cook, was also saving 
money. By their united efforts they managed to save one hundred 
and seventy dollars. With this sum he was advised to take a 
lager beer saloon. He was introduced by a friend to an agent of 
a distillery, who offered to supply him with liquors on a very re- 
duced scale of prices. He was induced to give him an order. 
The goods were to be stored on the premises of the agent until 
he was ready to convey them to his own premises. He was taken 
sick, and for full seven weeks did nothing. His wife was also 
prevented from attending to her business. This circumstanGe, 
with the idea that the excise laws would be so altered that it 
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would be difficult for him to secure a license, induced him to alter 
his mind and abandon his intention of taking a saloon. The agent 
applied to him for the payment of the liquors. He had received 
no portion of them, hence he refused to pay. He was th<)n sued 
for damages, and arrested. He procured bail, after being in jail 
twenty-six days ; subsequently the plaintiff excited the fears of 
his bail, when he was surrendered, and has been again in prison 
the last twelve weeks. 

The distiller and agent were seen by the Association. After 
being referred to their counsel, and much precious time devoted 
to the case, he consented to discharge him. We then waited on 
the sheriff, who kindly consented to waive his fees, when this poor 
man was then discharged. He has frequently called to thank the 
Association for procuring his release. 

No. 31, an inmate of Eldridge street jail, begs the Association 
to aid and help him. He represents that he had been charged 
with an assault and battery. On the examination before a police 
justice, the complaint was dismissed. His persecutors then com- 
menced a civil suit against him, when he was arrested and thrown 
into this prison in default of bail. He has no money, or friends 
who can assist him. We lost no time in finding the plaintiffs in 
the action. Much time was sacrificed in our attempts to convince 
them and their counsel that the defendant was unable to pay the 
costs. We did, however, succeed in procuring his discharge, for 
which he appeared thankful to the Association. This unfortunate 
man had been in the custody of the sheriff, on this contemptible 
charge, not less than 124 days. 

No. 32 was charged with forging an order for $28. He appeared 
to be very painfully exercised in mind that he should have yielded 
to a temptation of this grave character. The Association dili- 
gently inquired into his past history. When very young he had 
been adopted by a kind-hearted christian man of this city, and 
who had acted the part of an affectionate parent towards him« 
He was well educated, clothed, fed and a useful trade taught him. 
He gave his friends much trouble by his restless, unstable dispo- 
sition; but this was the first dishonest act of his life since his 
adoption. 

This statement was submitted to the district attorney, who oon<> 
sented to a plea of forgery in the fourth degree. The court sus- 
pended the judgment, and he was discharged. The family who 
had done so much for him sent him a supply of good clothes and 
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a sufficient snm to defray his expenses to tlie far west, where we 
confidently hope he is now doing well. 

No. 33 was convicted of stealing a one dollar bill, the property 

of his employer. This young man appeared to feel most keenly 

the degradation of his present position. 

>f he Association had inquired into all the facts of this case. Up 

^'io this arrest he had sustained a very good character. On this 

representation judgment was suspended, for which he seemed 

overjoyed. 

No. 34 calls, accompanied by his wife, to say, since they ceased 
to drink they have ceased to fight. They are now cheerful and 
happy. They thanked the Association most heartily. 

No. 35 asks the Association to assist her in getting from the 
police officer several articles which were taken from her by him 
when she was arrested. We ascertained the officer's whereabouts, 
and saw that her little property was restored. 

No. 36. A mother calls and prays the Association to restore to 
her her son, now in prison charged with petit larceny. She saytf 
with such a soul as his he never could be mean enough to steal. 

Careful inquiries were made, and the result influenced the Auo« 
elation in recommending his discharge. When brought before 
the court, judgment was suspended. 

No. 37. The friends of this young man called on the Association 
to enlist its influence in. his behalf. He is now in prison, charged 
with embezzlement. They cannot think him guilty of even a 
fraudulent intent to injure any one. They are willing* to testify his 
past life has no blot. Such was found to be the case. When 
brought up for trial, judgment was suspended at request of com- 
plainant. 

No. 38. The Danish consul calls to ask the aid of the Associa- 
tion, in behalf of a man now confined in Eldridge street jail, on a 
charge of smuggling 200 cigars from on board a ship from Haah 
burgh. The marshal, the district attorney, and the collector of 
the port, were seen by the agent of the Association, who called 
their attention to this case as one of a very insignificant charac* 
ter. The prisoner's character was very good, and he was not to 
blame, having no idea the few cigars were in the bag with the 
clothing sent to his wife to wash. His imprisonment had dis* 
tracted his family sadly; they are now wanting the neoessaries of 
life. The collector immediately ordered his discharge, for whidi 
they all appeared thankfuL 

JVa 39. Was charged with embezzlement. The case was sent 
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to the court of special sessions, with a request of the district 
attorney that enquiry be made into his character. Said note was 
placed in the hands of the Association. We ascertained the 
defendant had been in the employment of complainant over two 
years, and had conducted himself with great propriety; the 
employer retired from his business leaving several bills for collec- 
tion in his hands: several times he had called for the sums 
collected, but he happened to be from home, at length he suspected 
his money had been used or spent, he caused his arrest, having 
ascertained that he had received on his account $18, and failed to 
pay the same over ; defendant admitted he had that sum and 150 
over, which he was ready to pay, and should have paid had he 
jBcen him. When brought up this was proven, and he was instantly 
acquitted. 

No. 40. These two men were convicted of assault and battery 
and sentenced to the penitentiary for three months each. The 
disproportion of the punishment to the alleged trifling offense 
committed, induced the Association to ask the court to withdraw 
the sentence until next court, when a fuller and fairer statement 
of all the facts would be submitted. Such was the case ; instead 
of sending these men to the penitentiary as at first proposed, a 
fine of $5 each was inflicted ; this latter decision was much more 
equitable and fair. 

No. 41. Bemanded by last court on charge of stealing a ham, 
that enquiries should be made of her habits and character. These 
were found tp be very good ; there seemed to be some mistake — - 
her life had been without a stain. On our recommendation she 
was discharged. 

No. 42, Was remanded also, last court day, on a charge of 
petit larceny. When brought up this a. m. her eyes were much 
swollen, her entire system was sadly distressed ; the complaint was 
very frivolous and ought never to have been sent to this court. 
This young woman refused to remain in her situation, although 
offered an advance of wages. When they found she was deter* 
mined to leave, this petty charge was trumped up against her, 
and on which she was arrested ; her character had been uniformly 
good, very good, previous to this complaint. Judgment was sua* 
pended and she was discharged. The Association immediately 
applied to the family for her wages ; the same were promptly paid ) 
the girl seemed to be very thankful. 

No. 43. Was confined in the city prisoQi charged with commit- 
ting a grand larceny, stealing a gold watcL The story of this 
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man was so simple, and apparently truthful, that we believed him 
innocent of the alleged theft. The papers were carefullj ex- 
amined which showed that complainant had lost his watch, but as 
against the defendant, it was a case of mere suspicion, on a verj 
flimsy tenure. From subsequent enquiries we found the watch bad 
been taken away by a woman with whom its owner had cohabited ; 
she had, since the arrest of this poor fellow, restored the property. 
The attention of the district attorney was speedily called to this 
fact ; the papers were sent before the grand jury ; no bill was 
found ; hence the prisoner was discharged. 

No. 44. Charged with grand larceny ; had been in prison five 
months without trial, the witnesses could not be found to appear 
against him. His health was fast failing him. The Association 
prayed the court to discharge him. The district attorney inter- 
posed no objection. He seemed to dance with joy. 

No. 45. Was charged with grand larceny. When brought up 
before the court of general sessions she was in great trepidation, 
fearful of being sent to the State prison. She was remanded, that 
the Association might enquire into all the circumstances, as well 
as to report what had been her previous character. The pro* 
perty, we ascertained, had been restored ; it was her first offense. 
The district attorney consented to accept the plea of petit 
larceny. The complainant accompanied the agent to the bar and 
begged the mercy of the court. Sentence, three months in the 
penitentiary. 

No. 46. Was arraigned on a charge of grand larceny, in court 
of general sessions. The association being familiar with all the 
facts in this case, asked the district attorney to accept a plea of 
petit larceny, the clothes taken and pledged being worth less than 
$25. The plea was accepted. When brought up for sentence, the 
agent prayed the court to be lenient towards him; he had been a 
long time without employment, under a severe pressure ; wanting 
money very bad he yielded to the temptation of taking several 
shirts, which he pledged for a few dollars. It was his first 
offense ; he had exhibited deep repentance, and most resolutely 
had he purposed never to be guilty of such an act again. The 
complainant had no desire to press the complaint against him. 
The recorder was actuated by motives of an enlightened humanity. 
Judgment was suspended and he was discharged. He expressed 
then, and as often since, his unfeigned thankfulness for the inter- 
position which saved him from punishment. 

No 47. Was convicted of assault and battery and sentenced to 



No. 185.] 33 

the city prison for one month. Her sister was seen in court by 
the agent of the Association, in great mental distress. Before 
the adjournment a fellow help of this poor girl came in to testify 
in her favor. She was again brought into, the court room. Such 
was the conflicting evidence given, the Association asked the court 
to give the doubt to the benefit of the prisoner. She was then dis- 
charged and her wages obtained for her. 

No. 48. Was visited in the tombs ; he appeared to feel deeply 
sensible of the degraded condition in which he was found ; charged 
with grand larceny. He had spent the evening with a relative, 
and when about to leave, had stolen his friend's gold watch. He 
frankly, and with bitter tears, acknowledged his guilt, that he 
had, in a moment of unexpected temptation, wickedly yielded to 
do wrong, and that he could never forgive himself for the disgrace 
he had brought on his own character, and the mental anguish pro- 
duced in the minds of his family, and the heart of his mother. 

Appropriate means were taken, and this penitent young msji 
was saved from the disgrace and ruin of a protracted imprison- 
ment. He left the prison, evidently moved with a sense of his 
own folly and unworthiness, and solemnly resolved, in the future, 
to avoid " the very appearance of evil.'^ He expressed his best 
thanks to the Association, for the timely help that had been ren- 
dered him. 

The following letter was sent us by his mother : 

(Copy.) 

To the agmt of the Prison Association: 

Dear Sir : Permit me to express my grateful thanks for your 
kind services rendered, in rescuing my son from a living tomb| 
snd myself from days and nights of distressing sorrow. 

I give hearty thanks to the giver of every good and perfect giftj 
that our feeble prayers were heard and answered, and that means 
were at hand, and those successfuL My hearty desire is, thai 
yon may be cheered in all your labors. 

My son joins me in these humble thanks, with an earnest desiia 
to profit by the past, and live more careful in the future. 

Thankfully yours, . 

No. 49. Called at the office of the Association to confer with 
its agent ; he had been addicted to dishonest practices the last 
five years, but from several causes, such as his own physical 
saflEerings, his apprehension of being severely punished in the 
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future if not in the present life, his wife's constant wretchedne 
and mental disquietude, the upbraidings of a guilty conscience, 
the result of an early religious training by his poor but pious 
mother, all combined to make his existence too intolerable to be 
borne ; he had now m&de up his mind to mend his ways. He 
asks advice. Wo. sat down with him, counting the cost of the 
path now to be pursued. He deliberately resolved, if he perished^ 
he would become an honest man. The association took him by 
the hand, he was supplied with sufficient means, just to enable 
him to get the necessaries of life, until work was provided for 
him ; he went at it in earnest ; his sincerity was put to the test^ 
and he showed conclusively, that he meant to reform/ He did 
reform ; the noon meetings for prayer and praise in our city, wero 
of great moral advantage to him ; be derived great strength from 
them ; such a change has been wrought in his experience, that wo 
now have confidence in him, that he will characterize the honest 
man. 

We copy a letter addressed to the Association by him somo 
twelve weeks subsequent to the newly acquired happy experience. 

(Copy.) 

New Yobk City. 
Sir : I want to write to you, but know not how. Permit me 
to say that I have been in this city the last five years ; my busi- 
ness was that of a professional pickpocket All this time I was a 
stranger to happiness, although never once convicted of crime. 
I had a dread of being arrested and punished ; how I escaped I 
cannot tell ; perhaps because of my honest little wife, who always 
entreated me to steal no nK>re. She prayed for me ; I think her 
sighs and tears to the Lord, led me first to call on you at your office, 
now about four months ago. Since then I have been an honest 
man. Many a time we wanted bread ; my poor wife and child 
could not sleep for hunger. My old companions have often urged 
me to join them again, but I did not yield, and starvation staring 
me in the face; no food, no coal ; none but my Maker knows what 
we have suffered ; but amidst all, you kept me up; had I not met 
with you, we must have perished, or I continued a thief. I shall 
never forget your kindness, your advice, and your prayers, and 
the fifty cents given to me by Mr. C.,on that very cold night. We 
were, with our few bits of furniture, just out on the sidewalk. I 
repeat it, these things made me resolve to reform ; I have stolen 
tething these last four months to help me in this way. I go to 
cbarcb, and the more I go the more I want to go, and whilst I 
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am very sorry and ashamed of my pStst life, I hope God will for- 
give me, and keep me, and show me how I can keep right and 
serve Him. 

I am more happy now than I ever was before. I went to church 
last Sunday week ; the minister seemed to know all about me ; he 
almost pointed at me ; I had to shift my seat ; I thought it very 
strange. I don't understand what religion is, but such people 
appear to be the most happy, and I want the happy to pray 
for me. 

1 have lived, since you set me up in the tea trade, as I prom- 
ised you, dear sir ; to prove grateful, I will pay back all the money 
you have lent me. I am an honest man, and such I hope to 
remain. 

Accept my best thanks, and do let me look up to your Associa- 
tion for encouragement and help. My wife's health is improved ; 
she left the hospital last Monday. I will call and consult you 
about our taking a room, as we are anxious to have our child, 
and commence housekeeping in an humble way. Please carry 
my sincere thanks to the gentlemen of your society, for the help 
that has been given me, hoping I shall prove thankful and worthy. 

I am, dear sir, yours, gratefully, . 

No. 50. Calls and says he was sent to the Penitentiary for three 
months for stealing of bread. He left' the prison without coat or 
vest. He begs the Association to supply his wants fend aid him 
to return to Connecticut. He was furnished with suitable clothing 
and a small amount of money. 

No. 51. Says her mistress sent her away without paying her 
the wages due to her, amounting to $10 — ^that she was discharged 
without cause or provocation. The case was investigated and 
successful means taken to secure the girl her wages. 

No. 52. Two respectable citizens call on the Association in 
behalf of a young girl reputably connected, and who had arrived 
in this country but three we^ks. She had been induced to enter 
and engage herself as chambermaid in a house of ill-fame in 
Mercer-street, not knowing it to be of that vile character. 

She is represented to be in a distracted state of mind, and most 
anxious to get away; but this appears to be impossible, the 
abominable wretches having taken her clothes from her atid 
refusing to give them up. 

An efficient officer being at our office at this interview, he 
adopted proper means to rescue her from the corrupting influence 
of those destroyerB. 
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No. 53. Was charged with petit larceny. She protested her 
innocence, whilst the complainant testified she was the girl and 
was guilty. She was remanded at our request. We procured the 
attendance of the lady with whom she had lived, who spoke so 
confidently of her honesty and truthfulness that the court dis- 
charged her. She thanked the Association. 

No. 54. Was convicted of assault and battery, and sentenced 
for two months to the Island, on complaint of his wife, who testi- 
fied that he had struck her a week since. The husband, a very 
decent, sober, well conducted looking man, admitt^ that he had 
done so, but that she had provoked him. 

After the man had been conducted to the cell, the wife was 
spoken to ; when a gentleman introduced himself by saying he is 
defendant's employer ; that he had worked for him the last ten 
years; his averaged earnings were $10.50 per week; his moral 
character was so good that he would not hesitate to leave all his 
business, stock and money in his hands ; he was the most reliable 
man he had ever employed. These representations were immedi- 
ately submitted to the court, when he was ordered again before 
them and discharged. 

Both the man and his employer expressed their hearty thanks 
to the Association, that had at the right time interposed and 
saved him from a prison, of which he never had any experience, 
but an inconceivable horror. 

No. 55. Wfius charged with stealing an old vest. The witness 
declined to appear against him. It had been ascertained by the 
Association that this poor boy is an orphan, that his parents died 
two years since, and that he has no home. 

He was remanded until something could be done for him. The 
Association were enabled to send him out west on a farm 
(through kind friends), where he is now doing well. * 

No. 56. Uad been committed ten days on charge of intem- 
perance. On the third day of their confinement their wives 
prayed the Association to procure their discharge, as the one had 
four children and the other three children* 

We ascertained that neither of these men had been previously 
in prison ; they each promised to abstain from the use of strong 
drink in the future. An application was then made to the 
Governors of the Alms-house and they were discharged. 

No. 57. Was an inmate of the City prison over one hundred 
days. He was detained as a witness against his captain, who was 
oat on bail, charged with smuggling a quantity of cigars into this 
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port. The Marshal and District Attorney of the U. S. Court 
engaged to bring the captain to trial as early as possible, when 
the witness should be discharged. 

It does appear to be a monstrous wrong that a guilty person or 
party should be out on bail, and those who happened to witness 
the alleged offense should be confined for so protracted a period, 
and the county subjected to such expense. 

No. 58. Was charged with stealing a lace collar and sundry 
other little articles of small value. She appeared to be very 
painfully exercised in mind at the disgrace brought on herself by 
this petty theft. We ascertained this to be the first complaint 
made against her. 

The complainant was seen and influenced to show mercy ; the 
court suspended the judgment and discharged her. The Associa- 
tion never expect to meet her again in prison. 

No. 59. Was seen in the Tombs, charged with stealing six 
loaves of bread. Inquiries were diligently made into his circum- 
stances. We learned that he was industrious ; he had been out 
of employ seven weeks. These facts were made known to the 
court, when judgment was suspended and he was discharged. 

No. 60. Had been an inmate of the Tombs for ten weeks, on 
charge of abandonment. Considerable pains were taken to reform 
him; at length he was induced to sign the temperance pledge. 

His wife, a woman of cleanly, sober habits, felt (now that he 
had promised to avoid the cause of all their past troubles) 
anxious to procure his release. She came to the office of the 
Association, asking their advice and aid. We gladly assisted 
her in getting his discharge. He seemed very grateful. 

No. 61. The whole of the witnesses detained in the City prison 
were this day removed to the head-quarters of the Metropolitan 
Police Department, except a solitary U. S. witness, who has beem 
confined here the last 155 days by the prosecution, his captain 
being charged with smuggling into this port a quantity of cigars^ 

No. 62. Calls to say that he is starving ; that he never comr 
mitted a dishonest act ; his necessities drove him to sleep in the 
station-house ; there the captain told him of the Association, and 
advised him to apply for assistance here. " Prevention," said he, 
<• is better than cure." In this case we thought so too ; it gave 
us pleasure to help him. We supplied his immediate wants, then 
found him employment. 

No. 63. Was sentenced to the Penitentiary for two months on 
diarge of petit larceny. Before the adjournment of tbd c^x&sV 
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several members of his family were introduced to the Association* 
They urged that their father is old and infirm ; that his wife 
(their mother) is now very sick; should 'he be sent to the Island, 
her death might be accelerated. 

The poor old man was seen in the prison; he promised never 
to steal the worth of a pin on any future occasion, but to live 
uprightly. 

The court listened to our application for his discharge, the 
offense being a trifling one and the first he had committed. 

The family were glad and thankful. 

Nos. 64 and 65. Were confined in the City prison on complaint 
of a German emigrant who had been robbed, as he represents, of 
$27. He suspected one of these two persons, who came over in 
the same ship with him from Liverpool. They arrived in this 
port late on Saturday — landed at Castle Garden. On Sunday the 
three repaired to Mulberry street and stayed in the one lodging- 
house, the two men in one room ; the woman occupied an adjoin- 
ing bed-room with the landlady and her daughter. When he 
arose in the morning he discovered his loss. The Association 
visited them in prison ; their story was simple and apparently 
truthful. The complainant did not appear on the examination ; 
hence they were discharged. 

A situation was found for the woman ; the man commenced to 
peddle; he succeeded, and eventually married Uer. They are 
now doing well. They assure the Association never shall they 
forget " A friend in need is a friend indeed." 

No. 66. Charged with stealing a coat from his boarding house. 
He was remanded. On the following court day it was shown that 
he had gone to Philadelphia on business, there he discovered his 
mistake, he returned to the same boarding house not only to 
return the garment but to stay for a time, when he was sur- 
prised by an arrest. These facts were submitted. The court 
was led to believe he would not have returned to the same house^ 
with the coat in his trunk, had he intended to keep it. He was 
discharged. 

No. 67. Were convicted of stealing two or three small articles 
of very small value. The court considered the evidence conclu- 
sive against them ; the agent of the Association thought other- 
wise ; he asked the discharge of the woman ; the court objected ; 
if man and wife the law would be satisfied in his conviction and 
punishment. The court had no evidence of their being such ; agent 
begged that they be remanded until next court day, wh«Q ahci 
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conid, if allowed now to depart, produce the certificate of their 
marriage, and that their characters were above • reproach or 
suspicion. Agent became responsible for her appearance at the 
next sitting; she was then permitted to leave. As promised, 
she appeared, and produced not only her certificate of marriage, 
but very satisfactory evidence of their being persons of excellent 
reputation. It was also shown the complainant was in their 
debt, for work some time since performed. At request of the 
Association they were both discharged ; they were assisted with 
money until employment was obtained for them. 

No. 68, was convicted of being drunk. On being searched 
lifter his commitment a brass coupling worth 20s. was found in 
his possession. Ho told the officer where he had been ; this led 
to the owner and identification of the coupling; for this offense 
he was committed to the court of special sessions for trial. When 
Wrought up he was proven guilty. Agent reminded the court the 
old gentleman did not look to be a dishonest man. He was re- 
manded that some enquiries might be made of his character, and 
at the next sitting of the court the Association reported favorably 
in his behalf ; his standing in society had been uniformly good ; 
judgment was suspended and he was discharged. He has often 
called on the Association since, expressing his grateful thanks for 
the assistance rendered him. 

No. 69. A sailor charged with an assault was remanded, the 
complainant having left the room in consequence of her noisy 
infant. The wife of the sailor was seen weeping, she said her hus- 
band had shipped and had a due bill for |30, the ship was to be 
hauled out into the stream this p. m. and would sail in the morn- 
ing. The witness was sent for by the agent and the court was 
solicited, under the circumstances, to have the prisoner again 
brought out and tried ;, this was done ; the affair was of a very 
frivolous character and he was discharged. Both man and wife 
expressed their hearty thanks ; she would not now be put into 
the street as she had apprehended. 

No. 70. Convicted of stealing three books; was sentenced to 
the Penitentiary for two months. 

The mental distress exhibited by this prisoner induced the 
Association to ask the court, with the concurrence of the com- 
plainant, to withdraw the sentence and remand him until the 
next sitting, that inquiries may be made whether his story, that 
he has a wife and family, be true, and are now in very indigent 
«ir<^iimstances. 
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We carefully investigated this case, and confirmed the state- 
ment he had made ; his wife was in court to-day and begged their 
mercy. The man promised to steal no more. The complainant 
co-operated with the Association and obtained his discharge^ 
They seemed very thankful that he had been saved from going to 
the penitentiary. 

KTo. 71. Most of the inmates in Kings Qounty jail were seen 
and spoken with. 

The unfortunate man, Kelly, charged with the murder of his 
wife, said to Agent, "But for Rum it never would have hap- 
pened — ^had I done as my wife did." When asked what wa» 
that, replied, "She signed the pledge of Father Mathew, and 
nothing would induce her to break it. Mr. Beal, I never should 
have murdered my wife but for Rum." 

Reynolds, for the murder of his brother in Brooklyn, said, ** I 
wish I had never drank liquor, then this would not have ha|h 
pened." 

No. 72. Was arraigned in court of general sessions for steal- 
ing $24 from the person with whom she had lived as help. She 
admitted taking the money, and because they would not pay her 
the amount of wages, long since due. 

On this occasion she saw him — ^her employer — put a large sum 
of money in gold into his desk. When he was out, she forced the 
lock and took out one large gold piece and four small gold coins; 
she knew not the value of said pieces. She left the house and 
went to her sister, showing her the money now taken. An officer 
arrested her, to whom she very frankly acknowledged the whole 
affair. 

In court, under advice of the Association, she plead guilty f 
the extenuating circumstances were pointed out, when his Honor 
the Recorder suspended the judgment and discharged her. 

Agent subsequently called on the family for the wages due thi» 
poor girl, amounting to $22.50, which was peremptorily refused. 
The case was sent to civil court. 

The Association aided the girl until a situation was found her 
and her wages paid. 

No. 73. Was arraigned in court of sessions on charge of petit 
larceny. The evidence was insuflScient to commit her ; she was 
discharged. 

The Association sent her to a boarding-house until a place of 
work was provided for her ; within ten days she was comfortably 
itxed and is now doing well. 
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No. 74. Says he left the penitentiary this morning a wiser if 
not a better man ; he thinks the punishment may yet prove a 
blessing to him. Drink was the cause of his trouble ; it shall, he 
protests, trouble him no more, except to persuade others not to 
drink it. 

The Association secured him work. 

No. 75. Charged with grand larceny. The officer who arrested 
him recommended a lawyer ; it would occupy some time to find 
him, but this he cheerfully oflFered to do for expenses out of pocket, 
|3. The prisoner's fears were excited. Another lawyer was 
introduced ; he made light of the complaint, and said, you had 
better get bail. Give me $20 and I will secure a man who will 
bail you out in a few hours. A bar-tender whom he had seen 
three or four times called on him and said : *' I have a friend 
who for $25 would have bailed you out ; this person present, who 
has come with me, knows him well, and he could induce him to 
do it for you right away, but he would require $10." These sums 
were given to those professed friends ($58); he saw them no 
more. At length the first counsel came to his relief — he sym- 
pathized with him — took the balance of his funds, $25. He came 
up for trial ; counsel advised him to plead guilty, when he was 
sentenced to State prison for — years. 

The prisoner had $95 in his possession when arrested on this 
charge. This is a pretty fair specimen of the practical opera- 
tions of the skinning and shysteriug of those fellows called Touibs 
lawyers. 

No. 76. Had been committed to the Tombs for disorderly con- 
duct. He was seen by Agent to be in a state of great mental 
trouble. On inquiry, we ascertained his ship was hauled out in 
the stream, and that his berth as well as his clothes would be lost 
unless he was released. 

We examined the papers and found the complaint to be of a 
very frivolous character. His discharge was then obtained. Be 
left with a glad and cheerful heart. 

No. 77. Was charged with assault and battery, on complaint of 
his wife. She subsequently called on the Agent of the Associa- 
tion, begging him to get him released, and for several strong 
reasons, as she urged: 1st. He was drunk when he struck her; 
2d. He has a family of six children ; 3d. The rent falls due on 
Thursday next ; 4th. He will lose his work if kept in prison ; 
5ih. He will sign the pledge and drink no more. These cogent 
reasons led the Association to ask for his discharge ; the court 
acquMced. 
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No. 18. Was convicted of assault and battery, and fined $20. 
His wife« accompanied by his landlord, calls and begs the Associ* 
ation to interpose with the court in his behalf. Great provocation 
had been given him or he would not have done wrong. 

We diligently inquired into his past history and present cir- 
cumstances. We found he had been out of employment all last 
winter ; that now he had plenty of work ; that his wife and four 
children would be seriously inconvenienced, and more punished 
than himself, were ho to be kept in prison. The Association 
made these facts known, when the fine was remitted and he was 
discharged. 

No. 79. Was sentenced ten days in City prison on charge of 
intemperance. The wife of this wretched man was seen in prison 
weeping most sadly. 

He signed the pledge, and promised to keep it and begin at 
once to reform. 

One of the alms-house governors was seen and his discharge 
obtained. 

The man and wife thanked the Association, and showered down 
their blessings on them in the name of their five helpless children* 

No. 80. Was charged with grand larceny. Under advice of 
the Association she plead guilty to petit larceny. 

This poor girl was evidently inexperienced in crime ; we had 
ascertained her character to be very good up to this complaint. 

The prosecutor co-operated with the Association in urging the 
court to suspend the judgment and to discharge her. We then 
obtained a situation for her away in the country, where we have 
no doubt of her doing well. 

No. 81. Plead guilty to the charge of stealing 10s. from a man 
when drunk. He was dropping it as he walked ; and prisoner 
being out of work, a stranger, with a wife and one child in great 
want, was tempted for the first time in his life to take it. It was 
a little relief to his mind that this poor drunken fellow would 
have lost it. The crime did not appear so great, although he felt 
sorry for the wrong he had done. 

The story was ascertained to be true. With the consent of 
the complainant, judgment was suspended and the man was dis- 
charged. 

No. 82 was committed for examination on charge of assault. 
His wife was seen weeping in the police court. She represented 
that her three helpless children required his presence ; that he 
would Jose his work, besides which, be was not guilty. The com* 
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plainant was seen ; he waited on the committing magistrate and 
said, ** Sir, be pleased to let him go." 

No. 83 was committed to the workhouse for vagrancy. Her 
brother, doing business in the citj, calls on the Association and 
says she is a widow, and that an unprincipled officer had, for 
reasons that officer would not like made known to the police com- 
missioners, influenced the magistrate to send her there for four 
months, without rhyme or reason, and that it is a burning shame 
to keep her from her home and her fatherless children. The re- 
spectability of the mother was ascertained; the character of his 
sister was found to be in every way correct. Appropriate means 
were then taken, and she was discharged. 

No. 84, once a reputable merchant, but reduced by strong 
drink, was charged with stealing a piece of dress pattern. He 
was well known to complaiqant, having been in his employ for 
some considerable time. He was under the influence of drink 
when detected in taking goods from the store. Several merchants 
were seen, all of whom certified that the prisoner had been ad- 
dicted to intemperance the last four years ; that they never knew 
him to be dishonest. He promised to do better and was discharged. 

No. 85 was charged with petit larceny, stealing a shawl. She 
represented to the court that this was her first offense. She 
begged the mercy of the court on account of her two small chil- 
dren. She was remanded, that inquiries might be made of her 
character and family. 

On the following court day the Association reported that she is 
an habitual inebriate, and has no children. She still asserted 
that her character was good, and that she had two orphans. 
When asked where they were, she replied, ** Yer honor, I left 
them in the ould counthry nine years ago." She was then sen- 
tenced to the penitentiary for four months. 

No. 86, remanded last court, on charge of being found in the 
basement of a dwelling house under (as was alleged) circumstan* 
COS of suspicion. 

The Association represented to the court this morning, that they 
had visited her home; the family are in abject distress, resulting 
from the intemperance of the husband and father ; her character 
is good ; if discharged this morning, a friend would send them all 
into the country, and employ them. She had two children with 
her who had the whooping cough, and fortunately for the mother 
they commenced coughing. Their advocacy was efficient. The 
conrt Ustened and discharged her. 
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No. 87 was charged with receiving stolen goods. She admitted 
purchasing the three articles in question, but contended she had 
paid a fair price for them, and had no idea of their being stolen. 

When brought up for trial, her counsel did not appear. To one, 
the first engaged, she had paid 135, but had never seen him since ; 
to the other she paid $25, and assigned her interest in two lots. 
Neither of these gentlemen were present. The Association stated 
to the court that she would plead guilty to buying those few little 
things, but that she know not they had been stolen. Diligent in- 
quiries had been made respecting her past character ; it had been 
above reproach. Judgment was suspended, and she was dis- 
charged. 

No. 88 was arraigned on charge of an attempt at burglary in 
the third degree. He was without money or counsel. Under our 
advice he plead not guilty. He was tried and convicted of an at- 
tempt of petit larceny, and sentenced to the penitentiary for three 
months. He appeared to be very thankful to the Association for 
the interest shown in his behalf, and which he thought had saved 
him from a worse fate. He protests his entire innocence of the 
charge, but admits of late, the last few months, he had indulged in 
the use of liquor, which had injured him much. He promised to 
read, think and become a better man. 

No, 89 was arrested on charge of forgery, and fully committed 
for trial. He was subsequently visited by the agent of the Asso- 
ciation in the City prison, when he complained of sickness and 
the want of other food than the prison allowance. He represented 
that he had in his pocket-book, when arrested, $695 — six one hun- 
dred dollar bills, which he had carefully placed under the silk or 
cotton lining of said pocket-book, the balance, $95, were in bills 
of two^s and three's. On his way to prison the officer suggested 
to him the name of a lawyer he thought best to engage for his 
defense. That gentleman very soon called to see him, and offered 
his professional services, which were accepted. He then informed 
his counsel that the officer had his pocket-book, which he wanted. 
An order was written and addressed to said officer, requesting him 
to deliver to counsel the pocket-book and its contents; the same 
was to be restored to prisoner. When asked if he had told his 
counsel the amount of bills in the officer's possession, replied, ** I 
said nothing of the $600, lest I should be charged a very heavy 
fee." Prisoner applied to counsel for cash to procure food, which 
was refused, on the ground that there were but $95 in the book, 
and his fee was $160. The empty book was with difficulty ob- 
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tained, The counsel finally advised his client to plead guilty of 
forgery in the fourth degree, and the youth was sentenced to the^ 
penitentiary for one year. 

If the $600 had been placed carefully in the book, as repre- 
sented, then it was lost to the prisoner. Who found it is a prob- 
lem not yet solved. 

No. 90. Was tried in court of general sessions and acquitted ; 
when the District Attorney ordered her to be taken back to the 
tombs, and to the court of special sessions, and there sentenced 
on a former conviction of petit larceny, some sixteen months since. 
The Association made diligent enquiries concerning her habits and 
character, especially during that term. . There being no evidence 
of any one dishonest act since, the court suspended the judgment 
and discharged her. 

No. 91. Charged with stealing clothes, valued at twelve dollars ; 
her guilt was established. 

The Association felt constrained to inform the court that she 
bad been previously arrested on charge of grand larceny, but was 
acquitted. When discharged, she went to her friends in the coun- 
try, and promised to stay there ; but she is evidently bent on a 
life of prostitution. It was suggested that six months in the pen- 
itentiary might be an advantage to her ; the court adopted our 
recommendation. 

No. 92. Father and son were charged with assault and battery; 
complainant said she has been married to the elder defendant ten 
months ; he had latterly given way to drink, and when under its 
influence was very ugly. 

The son-in-law had slapped her face; she admitted speaking 
reproachfully of his own mother ; this provoked him, and he struck 
her ; he promised not to offend again. The Association recom- 
mended the court to discharge them ; the court acquiesced ; they, 
under the advice of the Association, went to Dr. Marsh and signed 
the pledge ; all of them promised to do better. 

No. 93. Was charged with stealing a five dollar gold piece. 
She plead guilty, and urged as an excuse, that she was without 
necessary clothing, and ashamed to go into the street. The whole 
of the money had been devoted to the purchase of clothing, all of* 
which were now in the possession of complainant. 

She was remanded until the Association could ascrtain some- 
thing about her, and to find her a situation ; this was done, a 
favorable report made, and the girl was discharged, when a place 
q[ work was found her. 
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No. 94. Galls to ask advice of the Association. Her grand-son 
4iad been arrested on charge of burglary in the third degree ; a 
lawyer had offered his services ; he could defend him and get him 
finally discharged, but she must pay him ten dollars. She sold 
her bed and several articles from her miserable room, these arti- 
cles realized her but four dollars, and her landlady had lent her 
three, which made seven dollars. This she paid to him, but he had 
never seen to the case. When the youth was tried, he was not 
present. 

The poor old woman was advised to see the counsel, and respect- 
fully urge the return of the money, but this was angrily refused ; 
she then applied to the court where her efforts were equally unsuc- 
cessful. 

No. 95. Was indicted for an attempt at grand larceny ; he plead 
guilty. The Association ascertained that he was addicted to 
drinking, and on this occasion he appeared to be laboring under 
some strange delusion. Nothing had been removed from the prem- 
ises. His character for honesty had been good. He has a large 
family to support. 

He, to avoid a repetition of such disasters, now resolves to sign 
the temperance pledge, and to keep it ; the leniency of the court 
was prayed in his behalf. The judge, under the circumstance, 
suspended the judgment and discharged him, for which he almost 
danced with joy. 

No. 96. A poor, dejected looking woman was seen in court, a 
picture of sadness. When asked, " are you sick T^ replied, ** I 
am almost dead." Last Saturday my unfortunate husband drank 
too freely, and threatened to beat me ; he did strike me, and made 
a great noise ; an M. P. arrested him, and he was committed. 
He now regrets all he did, and I freely forgive him ; but I can't 
get him out of prison. I have five children, and should he lose 
his work, what shall we do all the long winter which has just 
begun ? 

The man was seen by the agent, and promised to drink no more 
intoxicating drinks for two years ; on this condition the court 
was urged to discharge him. He was then brought out and dis- 
charged. The man and wife heartily thanked the Association. 

No. 97. Was charged with petit larceny, and remanded last 
court day, with a request that the Association would make some 
enquiry about her. We ascertained that herself, two children, 
and her husband bad lived in the country for five years, and until 
He last three weeks, when she removed with her children into a 
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tenant house in the city. Here she became acquainted with a 
-woman fond of liquor. The justice, for whom her husband had 
long worked in Eastchester, called at the office of the Association, 
and kindly engaged to give him permanent employ ; the court was 
recommended to let the woman go ; she was then discharged. 

No. 98. Was charged with striking his late employer. The 
complainant appeared to be very wroth; the court fined the 
defendant ten dollars ; great provocation had been given him, or 
he would not have given the blow. The court was urged in con- 
sideration of this fact, and of his wife being nearly blind, to remit 
the fine. On the Saturday he was brought into court, the fine 
remitted, and he was discharged. 

No. 99. Was indicted for grand larceny, stealing several shirts ; 
the District Attorney accepted a plea of petit larceny. The lar- 
ceny was committed by another woman unknown to her ; she was 
pursued by an officer, and had thrown them away; this woman 
picked them up. Her character had been good up to this time. 
Judgment was suspended, and she was discharged. 

No. 100. On charge of abandonment had been confined in the 
City prison for three months. 

The Association had often written to the wife. At length she 
called at our office. She complained that her husband had not 
provided for his family as he should do ; he had never left his 
home, but he would be boss, and buy only such things as he 
deemed best, without consulting her at all. He earned about 
$7 a week, and as he would not act as she desired, but was ugly, 
fihe had kept him in prison. This poor woman was reminded that 
herself and her children had been much more punished than he. 
Agent suggested a better way : if they could not live happily 
together, then part ; to keep him in prison would accomplish 
nothing. She then placed herself under the protection and 
advice of the Association. The husband was seen; he had nine dol- 
lars in his employers' hands ; agent urged him to give an order on 
them for five dollars, and in the future to allow her three dollars per 
week, then he would procure his discharge ; he consented and he 
was discharged accordingly. 

The weekly allowance has been paid into our hands since, with 
the utmost regularity ; it is handed over immediately to the 
family, and all parties appear to be satisfied. 

These instances will give some idea of our labors. Hundreds 
of such, and of equal interest, might be mentioned. 

A review of the past should excite our grateful acknowled^- 
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mentfl. We have, under the divine blessing, aided many deserv- 
ing persons, by the exercise of kindness. Bitter tears have dried 
up, hearts well nigh broken have been restored to coafidence and 
hope, and the wanderer has been happily awakened and brought 
back to character and a home. Our successes have exceeded our 
most sanguine expectations. We have tried to win over and per- 
suade men to forsake their evil ways, and we have abundant 
evidence that our efforts, though feeble, have not been in vain. 
The blessings of those who were ready to perish are our rich 
reward. Therefore we have God to thank, and we take courage 
to go on, and on, and on, in these works of mercy and of love. 

Your agent thankfully recognizes and acknowledges the urban- 
ity and attention of those connected with the administration of 
criminal justice in New York and Brooklyn. The advice and 
counsel so cheerfully afforded him, in the prosecution of his 
labors, by the District Attorneys and their assistants, he most 
gratefully appreciates. 

And in conclusion I beg that you will yourselves, accept my 
thanks for the timely and cheerful aid your committee has so 
uniformly rendered me in my labors ; and, with an unalterable 
determination still to work while it is day, in this field of hopeful 
effort, with unabated ardor and untiring industry. 

I am, sir, yours respectfully, 

ABRAHAM SEAL. 

Office of Prison Association, ) 

15 Centre Street, New York, January ^ 1859. J 

To the Committee on Discharged Convicts^ 

Richard Reed, Esq., Chairman: 

Dear Sir — Herewith, in conformity with your rules and by-laws, 
is presented a very brief report, of the practical work done 
in this branch of our operations during the last two years ending 
Slst December, 1858. 

There are multitudes of persons who are altogether faithless in 
regard to the value of any time, or any effort bestowed on 
prisoners, or discharged convicts. The opinion is formed that 
those who commit crimes, and thereby subject themselves to 
punishment, in the penitentiary or State prison, are beyond the 
reach of all substantial improvement, if not beyond all claim 
upon the sympathies of a moral and christian community. Yes, 
the greater part of the world, and a large proportion of the 
obnrcb, are very apt to look upon all convicted persons, in the 
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same light — as utterly depraved, as hopelessly fallen. This is a 
sad mistake, if not an uncharitable and wicked conclusion, for it 
is a well ascertained fact that more than three-fourths of the 
convicts discharged from our State prisons, repent of the crimes 
they have committed — go and sin no more, and in despite of aU 
obstacles, persevere in living honest lives. 

The truth, then, is irresistible, that the discharged convict 
is an unfortunate fellow-creature, needing our pity and our 
friendly commiseration; though guilty and fallen, he has yet a 
heart to feel, and the eflFect of human sympathy and christian 
kindness, may be to touch some chord of the soul, which has 
refused to vibrate to harsher sounds, or to call into exercise some 
remaining portion of humanity which has hitherto lain dormanti 
under the withering influence of neglect, or bad associations? 
followed by some criminal offense, and the arbitrary administra" 
tion of retributive justice. 

In connection with our labors we have witnessed many pleasing 
illustrations of the magical power of kindness. 

A poor, crushed, desolate creature, called at ourofiSce and stated 
that he had been confined in one of our State prisons during the 
last five years ; after giving us his entire history, begged that he 
might be provided with work at anything and anywhere ; that he 
could not seek it himself as every one seemed to look upon him as 
a "State prison bird." He said, imploringly, "please furnish me 
with employment and I solemnly promise neither to disgrace 
myself nor bring discredit on you or the Association." We deli- 
cately hinted that his clothes were unsuitable ; we handed him a 
small looking-glass, and never shall we forget the effect produced. 
He stood aghast, and almost petrified. After recovering the 
shock he wept most distressingly. When asked what had pro- 
duced such painful emotions, he replied, " I have not seen myself 
in a looking-glass the last five years and four months. I well 
remember what I was then, and oh 1 what am I now ? a discharged 
convict, and every body knows me to be such I" It is true, his 
appearance was most sadly against him. We spoke words of 
kindness to him. He was taken into an adjoining room to our 
office, where he had a good wash. He was then furnished with a 
decent shirt and a suit of clothes. We tied a black silk handker- 
chief about his neck. This act overwhelmed him and he wept con- 
vulsively. After the lapse of half an hour's friendly conversation, 
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we were delighted to see hope beaming in his eye ; whilst he felt 
encouraged to thank God, the Prison Association proved to him 
an ark of safety. We were enabled to place this poor fellow in a 
place of work at a dollar a day, and he has called upon us three 
or four times since our first interview. He says he shall never 
forget that day, when the hankerchief was tied around his neck. 
He observed *' I shall never steal again, for I always carry that 
handkerchief with me." 

As a people, we are very slow to give up our faith in the prin- 
ciple of physical force, We are too apt to think it necessary for 
the correction and- discipline of men. All civilized nations have 
been very tardy in abandoning their faith in force. The proposal 
to settle quarrels by peaceful means is still too often held to be 
" Utopian." We have been so trained and educated into the be- 
lief of the efficacy of force, that we can scarcely imagine it pos- 
sible that the frame-work of society could be kept together upon 
any other principle. 

There are some, however, who entertain the belief that system- 
atic coercion begets blind resistance, and that if we put doum 
children or men by violent methods, we only call forth a spirit of 
rebellion, which breaks out in violent deeds of hatred, vice and 
crime. In the history of the world we think we see most clearly 
a demonstration of the failure of physical force. If we would 
make men better and happier, we should employ a greater and more 
beneficent force, viz., the power of gentleness, the power of kind- 
ness. In the instances in which this power has been fairly tried, 
how magical have been the elfects produced I Humane and gentle 
methods of treating men, whether in prison or out of prison, have 
never, in any case or under any circumstances, produced resist- 
ance or rebellion ; have never made them worse, but, in all cases, 
have made them better. Kindness is a constraining power. It 
elevates and civilizes all who are brought under its influence. It 
indicates faith in man, and without faith in man's better nature, 
no better methods of treatment will improve him. Distrust of 
men makes them vicious and criminal ; and continued distrust 
keeps them so. Hence our jails, penitentiaries and State prisons, 
when regarded merely as places of punishment, are very expen- 
sive arrangements, and of doubtful utility. 

We might illustrate the power of kindness in many ways. In 
the training of children we can resort, as a general rule, to en- 
couragement, gentleness and good example, with better success 
iAma to the employment of the rod. It has been found, too, that in 
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the treatment of lunatics the law of kindness is the only means 
which can be successfully used in their government and control. 
A visit to our Lunatic Asylum on BlackwelPs Island will convince 
the most skeptical of the superiority of the principle of kindness 
over that of harshness. 

This principle is capable of extensive application. In every 
relationship of man, kindness will produce the same beneficial re- 
sults. It draws out the better part of every nature, disarming 
resistance, dissipating angry passions, and melting the hardest 
heart. It overcomes the evil and strengthens the good. In a 
word, then, let us say, apply it with all its power in our prisons 
everywhere. Then, and not till then, can we reasonably hope to 
see them moral hospitais^ and their afflicted inmates restored to 
moral health. We repeat that we should extend to our prisons 
abundant and appropriate moral appliances. '* Then will the 
hearts of the disobedient be turned to the wisdom of the just," 
and the hardened culprit will feel constrained to reform ; unhealthy 
and inhuman punishments will be numbered among the things 
that were, and there will be less apprehension or probability, when 
he is restored to liberty, of a relapse into crime. 

We still avow ourselves the friends of the discharged convict. 
Our sympathies and anxious solicitude in his or her behalf, remain 
nnabated. During the last two years we have more than ever 
felt that they have strong claims upon us. Our labors in this de- 
partment were often of a very trying and embarrassing character ; 
but, prompted as .we have been by a sense of duty, by love to 
God and towards our neighbor, we have steadily endeavored to 
perform the work faithfully. We have labored con amore^ and 
with earnest fidelity to benefit these erring ones in body, mind and 
circumstances. They come from our respective prisons often, very 
often, cast down, well nigh crushed, hopeless and dejected, almost 
in irretrievable ruin. We try to inspire and light up the spark of 
hope within them. Often beyond our limited means do we assist 
them and sustain them until a place of work, away from city life 
and its powerful temptations, is obtained. And, should the ques- 
tion be whispered, do they ever reform ? Thank God, they do; 
It is our joy and rejoicing to witness their reformation. We also 
cheerfully bear testimony that but very few of those we select 
from the hundreds who call upon us for counsel, advice and pecn* 
niary aid, are again found guilty of a repetition of crime. We 
are obliged, hoWever, to acknowledge some additional exceptions 
to this role within the last two years, and this has happened^ in 
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most cases, because our pecuniary means have been at times Iite> 
rallj nothing, and for that reason we have not been able to afford 
them subsistence until we could find employment for them. 

The following figares we abstract from the summary of the last 
two years' labors in this department, ending Dec. 31, 1860: 

ii If: m If if m 

h III M |i II 111 

KoDtb.. MS |g.^ ill |;a lEi III 

i'^K 5-| 5« i-K ^^M I&5 
'sH "slfs "Sit ^11 ^ll ^ij 

^ » S5 ^ fc ^ ^ 

Juraaij, S3 15 9 19 13 S 

^•bruAry, 21 14 7 S« 11 T 

Marob, U 11 IS 2i IS $ 

▲prU, 37 18 7 S« IS T 

May, 26 12 11 SI 9 8 

June, 29 24 13 26 9 It 

Jaly, 27 S4 13 87 11 9 

Angiisi, 28 (( 17 31 13 14 

6«ptember, 23 ^ 9 34 16 19 

Ootob«r, 24 11 (( 36 14 T 

November, 26 12 4 28 12 9 

Deoember, 27 17 10 27 10 It 

314 175 119 355 143 lit 



The subjoined cases, selected from our diaries, are submitted as 
an exposition of the principles on which our efforts are baaed, 
and of our plan of operations. The selections are made from 
hundreds of others of equal interest. 

EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 

No. 1. Was convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced to state 
prison for two years. He left in last. . He solemnly pro- 
tests he was not guilty of the alleged larceny. He calls now to 
say, that when free from severe pains, he tries to do a little work, 
but chronic rheumatism prevents him from earning a living. His 
friends felt anxious an effort should be made to secure some small 
business on his own account ; he asks us to write him a few lines 
soliciting the co-operation of those especially who know him. We 
complied with this request, and contributed towards such object. 
We were glad subsequently to learn it was a successful step. 

No. 2. Calls on the Association, after spending two months in 
the penitentiary, for an alleged assault and battery. Bad com- 
pany and bad liquor was the cause. He says it is too bad to 
place decent men in company with those of the baser sort. He 
had no idea of the prison life^ before. He thinks there should be 
more discrimination on the part of the aathorities ; persons for 
assault, and assault and battery, aught not to be confined in the 
mwe prison with dishonest characters ; and the treatment ahould 
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be hamane and not degrading. The Association rendered him 
temporary aid. 

No. 3. Convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced for one year 
to the penitentiary, calls to-day almost perished with cold, regret- 
ting his past wicked conduct, and promising to live honestly in 
the future. The Association furnished him with more suitable 
clothing, and provided employment for him. 

No. 4. Was sentenced to state prison, at Charlestown, Massa- 
chusetts, for two years and six months, for grand larceny. He 
says this was his first oflFense ; he was once punished by solitary 
confinement in a dark cell, without bed or supper, for writing a 
note to a fellow prisoner — such being contrary to the discipline; 
He says further, that corporal punishment or the shower bath, is 
studiously avoided, except in very obstinate cases. The disci- 
pline is of a mild character, and no punishment is inflicted, but 
with the knowledge and almost uniformly in the presence of the 
warden. The food is sufficient in quantity, but not as good in 
quality as I think it was when I first went. The bed is of straw, 
and the pillow also ; each man has sufficient bedding ; the sheet 
and pillow case is changed every week. There is a good library 
of books ; one is given out, or changed for others, every Saturday. 
The chaplain writes all letters for the prisoners. There is a relig- 
ous service every morning in the chapel, singing, reading and 
prayer 5 these exercises occupy from twenty to thirty minutes. 
This short service is a considerable relief, and of great moral 
advantage to the inmates. I feel, he says, grateful that I am out 
of prison, and I trust the grace of Ood will enable me to resist 
temptation, and that my future life will be consecrated to Him 
and His service. We were enabled to procure him employment. 
He has often called upon us since, and is now doing well. 

No. 5. Had been in the penitentiary four months ; he calls, ask* 
ing advice and help ; the last few months have been the most . 
•wretched of his life. He promises to keep out of bad company. 
We regard this case as very hopeful. The Association furnished 
him with suitable clothing, found him employment, gave him a bible, 
and urged him to read it. 

No. 6. Called, out of situation, and said what to do he knew not ; 
he had been discharged from prison three months, since which he 
has had but nine days' work ; he was forced to leave his boarding 
house yesterday, and has had nothing to eat since. Temporary 
assistance was rendered him until work was provided. 

No. 1. Left Sing Sing prison three months since. He was cA!^ 
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victed of burglary in the third degree, and sentenced for two 
years. He says drink produced all his troubles. He was turned 
put of a liquor store, half drunk, late at night, broke into the same 
store, was detected and punished. To avoid other difficulties, he 
vows he will never touch, taste or handle strong drink again. He 
says his wife is sick, and their distress is very great. The Asso- 
ciation lent them various sums to alleviate their pressing neces- 
sities, and soon provided him work, when he returned the money 
loaned. He is now sober, industrious, and doing as well as most 
working men. 

No. 8. Had been in the city prison for several weeks awaiting 
trial, on charge of attempt at burglary. The grand jury dismis- 
sed the complainant, and he was discharged. The Association 
advanced him a trifling sum which enabled him to reach his friends 
in the country. 

No. 9. Was six months in the penitentiary, on charge of petit 
larceny ; he says he should not have found fault had he been 
guilty, but he was not. He was advised in future, to avoid every 
appearance of evil. He promised this. We supplied his tempo- 
rary wants. 

No. 10. Calls and says he is just from the Island } the threo 
months there he hopes will never be forgotten. He can get noth- 
ing to do ; had he the means to reach Orange county, he could 
get permanent work with his brother. The Association improved 
his appearance, and enabled him to reach the place designated. 

No. 11. Says he received some pecuniary assistance three years 
since, when he left Sing Sing prison, after being there two years, 
on a charge of forgery. He represents that he is now out of 
employment, and wanting the commonest necessaries of life. EDIb 
immediate wants were supplied, when he was introduced to a mem- 
ber of the Association, who gave him employment. 

No. 12 says he shall feel grateful to the Association could they 
provide him a place of work. He had been six months on the 
Island, and would never get there again. He was supplied with 
a pair of new boots, drawers, shirts, socks, hat, and a trifle of 
money. Work was speedily found him. He has often called to 
thank the Association. 

No. 13 was convicted of grand larceny, on her own confession, 
and sentenced to Sing Sing prison for two years and three months. 

She had lived with a respectable family. On one occasion she 
was invited to a ball. The daughter of the lady with whom she lived 
was from home, when she took from a drawer a broach, merely 
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to wear to this gathering. On her return home, after midnight, 
her cousin insisted on having said broach, and playfully took it 
with him. Before it could be restored it was missed. The girl 
left the house, and repaired to the house of her cousin, but he was 
»t his employment. On her way thither an officer pursued and 
arrested her. She told her story with truthfulness and without 
prevarication. The cousin was found. He admitted having the 
article; was arrested, and subsequently discharged. 

This poor girl called at the oflSce, with a letter of recommenda- 
tion from the matron and chaplain. A situation was immediately 
found for her with a family connected with the Association. She 
is doing very well. 

No. 14 says he was sent to the penitentiary without cause ; the 
justice was influenced by the complainant, who was manifestly 
prejudiced against him. He begs the Association to furnish him 
with clothes and a trifle of money, to enable him to reach West- 
chester county. The case was regarded as very hopeful. We 
gave him a shirt, hat, boots, and a trifle, which enabled him to ap- 
pear pretty decent amongst his friends. 

No. 15, convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced to the State 
prison for three years, calls at our office, when released, and says 
he shall feel very thankful could means be devised to send him 
away on a farm. A minister, interested in his behalf, also calls 
representing that it would be a favor conferred on the family, and 
especially on the young man, to procure him such a place. 
Providence appeared just then to open the way for the Associa- 
tion to comply with the request made without delay. Such a dis- 
position of him was effected. We have since heard he is doing: 
well. 

No, 16 calls to present his grateful acknowledgments to the As- 
sociation for the interest shown in his behalf when arraigned in 
court on charge of grand larceny. He was sent to the penitentiary 
for six months, and but for our timely interposition he might now 
be in Sing Sing. He promises to show his thanks by the honesty 
of his life. The Association took him by the hand, and helped him.. 

No. 17 was convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced to Sing 
Sing prison for two years. He says he was used well in prison 

by his keeper ; came out three months since ; went to > 

hoping to obtain permanent employ, but was doomed to disap- 
pointment ; had no opportunity to return to New York ; he finds 
himself in want ; he was introduced to a kind-hearted man, who 
gave him work. 
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The Association lent him twenty shillings to pay one week's 
board, and supplied him with overalls, 4c. He is now doing well. 

No. 18 was charged with an attempt at grand larceny. The 
authorities were convinced that he had labored under some hallu- 
cination, produced by drinking a quantity of brandy, to which he 
was unaccustomed. Judgment was suspended, and he was dis- 
charged. The Association advanced him a sum suiBcient to 
carry him home to his friends, for which he expressed his hearty 
thanks. 

Some time subsequent to his release from prison, the following 
letter was addressed to the Association : 

Dear sir — To yod I feel so sensibly indebted, I know not how 
to express my thanks for the kind interest you have taken in my 
unfortunate son. You have not only saved him from ruin, but 
spared the feelings of an affectionate mother. To your mind, thi» 
will bo a reward. I trust he will return to that position in so- 
ciety I once hoped to se3 him adorn. My recollections of him will 
ever be accompanied by my prayers for your health and happi- 
ness, and with feelings of sincere gratitude, 

I remain, yours, truly obliged, 

No. 19 was tried and convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced 
to State prison for three years and six months. He says : ** My 
employer charged me with stealing from him $100 in money, and 
a gold watch and chain. Most solemnly do I declare I never had 
the money he says he lost. I believe he did not own a gold watch 
at the time. I served out the whole term of my sentence; was 
once showered. I hope I shall avoid such trouble in the future* 
My object in calling upon the Association is to procure employ- 
ment. I wrote to you (with permission of the Inspectors), some 
weeks since. If you will but procure me work, I promise to live a 
sober, honest, industrious life." 

Work was found him on a farm. The Association furnished him 
with suitable clothing, a bible, and money sufficient to pay for his 
ticket. We have had a good account of him. 

No. 20 had been confined three months in the county jail, on 
charge of petit larceny. He had heard of the Association when 
there, and resolved to call and confer with its agent. He says he 
was not guilty of the alleged petty theft. He wishes to know 
could he -obtain damages for false imprisonment. He was advised 
to abandon the idea altogether. It was best for him diligently to 
apply himself to honest industry, to avoid bad associations, and 
at once to acquire better habits, and become a better man. The 
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Association was enabled to send him into the country, where he 
is doing well. 

No. 21. Had been in the penitentiary the last six months, on 
charge of stealing a coat ; he left yesterday. He says : My father 
and mother died when I was very young; since then I have had 
no one to care for me. I learned no trade, and have been sadly 
put to it; my days have been evil and bitter; often hungry, no 
home, no school, no hope. My life has been a miserable one ; but 
few kind words were ever spoken to me, so that often I cared but 
little what would become of me, or how things went. I was sent 
often to the penitenitiary for petit larceny. I did not steal from 
choice, but, as I thought, from dire necessity. When I left the 
prison yesterday, I felt as though I should like to avoid going 
there again ; I hence came to you. Please find me some work that 
I may be driven to steal no more. I feel that I would rather go 
into a workhouse than be dishonest. We advised him to leave 
New York ; he went to another State, where he met with employ- 
ment, and a humane employer. We hope he may do better, but 
our hope is not unmixed with fear. 

No. 22. Had been in prison awaiting his trial, on charge of 
grand larceny. The witness could not be found ; after being in 
custody for sixteen weeks, he was discharged. The Association 
improved his miserable condition. We were out of clothes at the 
time, but a member of the Association kindly sent us, for his use, 
a suit of clothes, when a situation was obtained for him ; he appeared 
thankful, and promised to do well. 

No. 23. Was convicted of burglary in the third degree, and 
sentenced to Sing Sing for three years. He says : I was used 
pretty well. I have no desire to find fault with the prison or the 
officers. I was guilty of the ofiense, and it was not the first, and 
I deserved all I suffered. I had bad companions, and my habits 
were wrong and strong. On my discharge, after serving out the 
whole term, I repaired to the home of my mother. I found her 
sick, and in great poverty. My poor father had lived a life of 
intemperance ; he now reaps what he had been sowing for years j 
he hindered the family seriously. The authorities sent him to 
the Island. I am now a burden to her ; she is now in deep pov- 
erty, and that makes me very unhappy. Do pray got me some 
work, and I promise to live a life of honesty. He was provided 
with work, where he performed his part well. 

No. 24. Was tried, and convicted of stealing a gold watch, and 
$100 in moneyi and sentenced to Sing Sing for five years. He 
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Bays he was not guilty ; his unfortunate wife committed the theft, 
of which he had no knowledge until after his arrest. To avoid 
bringing her into a similar predicament, ho carried the whole of 
the burden himself, and suffered the punishment. He received 
four dollars when he left the prison. He now calls on the Asso- 
ciation to provide employment for him away in the country, where 
there is no danger of his being spotted, and where he could feel 
safe and happy. We were enabled to comply with his request; 
he has since shipped and gone to the coast of Africa. 

No. 25. Had spent four years and nine months in State prison, 
on charge of grand larceny, he says : This was my first offense, 
and I hope it will prove to be my lastp I left the prison Satur- 
day ; I want work, and was advised to call on the Association. 
Please get me any sort of work by which I can earn an honest 
living, and you shall see that I am an honest, upright man. He 
was not in the office five minutes when a situation was offered 
him, which he gratefully accepted. He is now at work, cheerful 
and hopeful, looking forward to the time when the blot on his 
character shall disappear. 

No. 26. Was charged with grand larceny. She had been help 
in many respectable families ; on this occasion, she had found a 
sum of money secreted in the house ; the same she had stolen ; . 
was arrested, and sentenced to Sing Sing for two years and nine 
months ; she left to-day. She said this was her first offense ; her 
object in calling at our office was to secure a place; she promised 
never to commit another dishonest act. She received three dol- 
lars and forty cents when she left ; we sent her to the house of a 
friend ; a situation was obtained for her within two days. We 
lent her a trifle to obtain necessary garments, and have strong hope 
concerning her, that she will not be guilty of a repetition of wrong. 

No. 27. Was tried and convicted of grand larceny, and sen- 
tenced to state prison for three years in 1854. I served out 
every hour of my sentence. I was sixteen years old when sen- 
tenced. He says: I trust the time I have spent in prison will 
not be wholly lost. About two years since, my mind and feelings 
experienced a great change. This was produced, I think, by 
reading Baxter's Saint's Rest ; from that time, I trust I have some 
serious cenccrn for my souPs salvation. From that time, I have 
acquired moral strength, and I purpose, the Lord being my keeper, 
to cleave to Him with purpose of heart. I beg the Association 
to find some employment for me. This interesting young man 
eoon obtained employment, and onto this date is doing welL 
No 28. Had apent one year m ibie -{^xaUutiAxy^ on charge of 
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stealing. He calls on the Association, and says he served out his 
term ; he comes out without home, money or friends. He has an 

offer of constant work, with a respectable merchant in , could 

he reach that city. We obtained for him a free passage, and sup- 
plied him with suitable clothing, and a trifle to sustain him for a 
few days there. He appeared to feel very grateful for the aid 
and assistance rendered him by the Association. 

No. 29 was convicted, on his own confession, of burglary in the 
third* degree, and sentenced to Sing Sing prison for three years 
and ten months. 

He says : I served out the whole term. I do not think that 
punishments produce reformation. I hope and believe that my 
mind has been more healthily employed the last two years than 
before. I have read and thought more than I used to do. I now 
honestly desire, and fervently pray, the great Teacher will daily 
give me more strength, and a willing heart, that I may fear and 
love Him. I humbly hope to be kept in the right path, and that 
I shall be finally saved. 

We were instrumental in sending him away in the country, 
where we know he is doing well. 

The Association regards this case as one of unusual interest, 
and are delighted with the result thus far. 

No. 30 had been in the penitentiary the last three months for 
an alleged assault and battery. 

He says he went to the theater ; took three glasses of liquor ; 
saw double ; felt ugly ; struck an oflScer ; was arrested and sent 
up. Forgive me this once ; I will do so no more. 

The Association enabled him to reach the residence of his 
friends by steamboat. He appeared to feel very thankful for the 
timely aid afforded him. 

No. 31 was arraigned in court of General Sessions, on an indict* 
ment for felonious assault and battery with intent to kill. He 
was tried, convicted, and sentenced to Sing Sing for five years. 

He says : I was a seaman all my life, and came from Liverpool. 
The quarrel between me and the complainant began ten years 
since. We had not met since, until on this occasion, when the old 
feelings, so long smothered, again revived. The conflict was cer- 
tainly a rough one. We were both terribly punished. It is well 
we did not kill each other. I have no fault to find with the prison. 
I am not in love with it, rely on my word. I shall try hard to 
avoid it in future. 

He was influenced by the Association to visit Bev. Chas. Jones, 
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of the Mariner's church, who kindly introduced him to a decent 
boarding house, where no liquor is kept or sold. Previous to his 
leaving us, we administered to him the temperance pledge. On 
the following day he visited the Association again, and under the 
influence of very excited and ugly feelings. He had been to see 
the person who had charge of his clothing, most of which had been 
stolen. He threatened to kill the man by whom he had been rob- 
bed, wherever he met him. We found it difficult to divert him 
from his purpose. The next day he comes to see us again^ and, 
as he says, a very different and altered man. At a prayer meet- 
ing last night, it seemed to him as though the Almighty had come 
down and cut him up fore and aft. For the first time in his life 
he felt afraid of the black book, death and hell. He wept as he 
never wept before. After this, he felt all was peace. He now 
forgave every one. He hoped never to forget the change. We 
got him shipped. He is doing well. 

No. 32 was convicted of grand larceny, on her own confession, 
and sentenced for two years to Sing Sing prison. 

She says : This was my first offense. There is, I feel, one ad- 
vantange to be derived from confinement in a prison. We have 
time to think, to contrast the past with the present, and whilst 
we are forced away from our old companions and bad habits, we 
may, if led and strengthened by good moral influences, purpose 
to do well in the future. I cannot say that I am changed by re- 
ligious principles: yet I think I have undergone some sort of 
change for the better. 

The Association provided her a situation, where she secured the 
approval of the entire family. Her conduct was unobjectionable. 

No. 33 had spent two years in the State prison, for an alleged 
grand larceny. He worked in the file shop ; was not showered or 
punished for bad conduct whilst there ; he tried to behave well, 
and this job was easy, as there was no rum to be had. But for 
liquor he never would have been sent to prison. He says the 
mate was more in fault than himself. They came into port on 
Tuesday at noon. Some of the passengers went on shore, leaving 
their baggage in the cabins. During the evening I saw the mate 
examining a small trunk, at the same time taking out several 
small articles ; a few of the least value he gave to me. On the 
following morning there was a great noise about the missing pro- 
perty, when the mate handed me $10 to leave the ship. I was ar- 
rested in Water street, and subsequently tried and punished* 

Tb/^ Association Introduced him to a gentleman who procured 
him B abip. 
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No. 34, from the penitentiary, says three months there has 
taught him something. He thinks he shall never respect himself 
again. He feels there is about a prison that which degrades a 
man. It was my first visit; I swear it shall be the last. 

The Association provided him with work. 

No. 35 was convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced for three 
months to the penitentiary. He says : Could my poor mother 
have seen me there in a convict's dress, sworn at, cowhided and 
in every way disgraced, she would have almost wept blood. 

The Association sent him to work in the countiy. 

No. 36 calls on the Association, expressing a strong desire to 
reach his friends, 150 miles in the country. He says he some time 
since lost his wife; he was very much distressed in mind, and 
sought solace in the bottle. Under its influence he was charged 
with stealing a watch from a man sleeping in the same room he 
had occupied. The watch was found upon him. He has tried to 
excuse himself since, that he was drunk and scarecely responsible 
for his conduct. He now regrets the cause and its efiects, pro- 
mising to abstain from their use absolutely and altogether. 

The Association were enabled to get him a free passage home. 

No. 3*1 was an inmate of the State prison two years and six 
months, for an alleged grand larceny. He says the complainant 
and himself were on terms of great intimacy. The attempt was 
of a very trifling character. The court was unnecessarily severe, 
and especially as his old friend had no desire to see him punished. 

He applies to the Association, asking them to assist him to 
reach Fall river. This we accomplished. 

No. 38 and 39 were each convicted of grand larceny, stealing 
clothing valued at $30, and sentenced to Sing Sing prison for two 
years. Th«y served out the term, and secured the approbation 
of the matron and officers of the prison. 

The one calls on the Association to say that she shall feelunfeign- 
edly thankful for the loan of a few dollars, to enable her to buy a 
Btove and other little articles, that she and her friend may com- 
mence house-keeping. She has two little boys in the Nursery, 
and cannot now live (as she says) without them. 

The Association rendered them as much pecuniary aid as their 
resources would admit. Their conduct since their release has 
been uniformly good. 

No. 39 was employed by a family to do a day's washing, a few 
weeks sinco. In the act of walking down a flight of basement 
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stairs backwards, with a kettle of boiling water, fell, drawing it 
after her. She was so seriously scalded as to render it necessary 
to convey her to the hospital. After great suflFering for three 
weeks, she expired* 

No. 40 was aided by the Association some months since. He 
calls this morning to say he is now on board ship ; that he has re- 
formed, and especially under the christain influence of Rev. G. J. 
Jones, since which he has paid most of his old debts, and will pay 
the As.<^ociation what they kindly lent him. He says he felt it bis 
duty to call and say this much. 

No. 41. Was discharged from prison in June, 1852, after spend- 
ing two years on a charge of burglary in the third degree. He 
has since married, and has a family of two children. On the 
whole, he has much to be grateful for. He is a stone cutter by 
trade, but now out of employment ; he has crawled along utitil now 
— want drives, or he would not be here to-day. His family need 
food, and he knew of none so likely to help him as the Associa- 
tion. We expressed our utter inability to help him, as his cir- 
cumstances required. He felt as though he had some strong 
claim on us ; the State having placed at our disposal, as he had 
been led to believe, a large fund for the relief of discharged convicts. 
We found it a difficult task to remove this erroneous impression. 

The Association advanced him several small sums to keep his 
family from threatened starvation, until business improved. 

No. 42. Was convicted, on his own confession, of grand larceny, 
and sentenced to Sing Sing prison two years. He says he was 
seventeen years old when arrested ; this was my first offense, and 
I should not have committed this, but that the complainant induced 
me to drink three glasses of brandy with him. He requested me 
to fetch him a bottle of brandy, and desired me to take a gold 
dollar from his pants that were hanging up. I found there a hand- 
ful of gold coin, and helped myself; was arrested, helplessly drunk, 
next morning, with a portion of the money in my possession. We 
both lived in the same house, and boarded together. I regret 
the past, and hope to do better. The Association provided him 
with employment. 

No. 43. Had been tried and convicted of petit larceny, and 
sentenced by the court of special sessions for six months to the 
penitentiary. When taken back to the Tombs, previous to the 
arrival of the (Maria) conveyance, she expressed her surprise at 
the decision and verdict of the court, but she evinced great anxi- 
ety that abe should lose her furniture, worth, as she represented, 
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at least $200 ; as there was no one being left to take care of it. 
She begged the matron to befriend her, and to take charge of it ; 
at this moment, the runner or messenger of the prison appeared, 
and oflFered to see to her goods, and fetch them to the matron. 
It was deemed most prudent to permit her to go to her home, in 
the custody of an officer of the establishment, that she might 
supervise tlie packing of said furniture, &c. On the following 
day she was sent to the penitentiary, but with her mind much 
relieved, believing her furniture would be safe in the care of the 
matron. On her release from prison, after the expiration of her 
sentence, she applied to the matron for her property, but it was 
not there ; the messenger had failed to convey it hither. He was 
seen, but denied having it. Under these circumstances, she was 
recommended to call on the Association. The case was brought 
before justice Welsh, and a search warrant was placed in the 
hands of an officer, and the furniture removed to a room adjoin- 
ing the police court. Witnesses testified to such facts as induced 
the judge to order the furniture to be given up to the complain- 
ant, and the defendant to be held to answer in bonds of $500. 

This case was taken by counsel before one of the judges of the 
supreme court, who granted a writ of certiorari, returnable before 
the city judge. His Honor heard the case at the Chambers, and 
rendered the following decision : 

I have examined all the affidavits and warrant issued against 
the within named Edward Smith, for grand larceny, and find that 
no legal offense has been committed by him ; the most that can be 
said is, that it is a private fraud, and as such, is not an indictable 
offense. I therefore direct that the said Edward Smith be dis- 
charged from said complaint, and his recognizance, if any, be 
cancelled. A. D. RUSSELL. 

New York, Feb. 13, 1858. 

Although the Association was not successful in returning the 
whole of the property belonging to this unfortunate woman, it was 
instrumental in preventing a wholesale private frauds as he was 
compelled to give up that portion of the furniture found in hia 
possession, and which had been so surreptitiously obtained. 

The woman expressed her warmest thanks for the interest 
shown by the Association in her behalf. 

This same messenger was detected by the Association, through 
its agent, in extorting %bO from a prisoner, under the promise of 
providing him bail, and securing his discharge. The district 
attorney was consulted, and there being an indisposition on the 
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part of the prisoner and his wife to appear against him, it was 
deemed advisable to regard it as a private fraud. 

No. 44. Had spent six months in the penitentiary for an alleged 
assault and battery, on complaint of his wife. He says he had 
been married to her for thirteen years ; the first eleven years were 
passed pretty comfortable, but not so the last two years. She 
had a son by a former husband, •and he was unsteady. At length 
he went on a whaling voyage. She looked for his return with great 
delight. He did return, and was welcomed to our home and hearts. 
He told his mother one of the owners was from home, and conse- 
quently his wages could not be paid then, that he would be paid 
off on his going back to New Bedford. After staying with us two 
weeks, he left us for the avowed purpose of going for the money 
due him, which was $350. That sum he promised to loan to us 
to commence a small business. We expected him to return within 
a few days, but we saw him no more. Several letters were writ- 
ten him, and the only intelligence sent us was, that he had received 
his pay and had left. His mother was nigh broken- hearted; she 
sought solace in the bottle, and became a sot ; and whilst I was 
in the penitentiary, she died drunk. When I was released, I 
repaired to my home, and nearly every article of fiirniture had 
been sold by my two little boys, who managed to live on the pro- 
ceeds. When all was gone, and they were in want, the younger 
was sent to Randall's Island. My elder boy was out of employment. 
We are to-day without bread or means to procure it. The Asso- 
ciation rendered him assistance until he obtained employment. 

No. 45 calls, on his discharge from Sing Sing prison, after serv- 
ing out a sentence of two years. He sayp, one night, after going 
to the theater, he, accompanied by two other youths, went to a 
drinking saloon. During the night they were all arrested on 
charge of burglary ; twenty-four bottles of champaigne, a few cigars 
and two pistols had been stolen. They were tried and convicted 
of burglary in the third degree, and sentenced, the younger to the 
House of Befuge, the elder to State prison for two years and three 
months, and myself for two years. He worked in the file shop. 

He says he feels very sorry for his past conduct. His father 
and mother died whilst he was in prison. He has no doubt but his 
vices and crimes broke his poor mother's heart, and the grey hairs 
of his suffering father were brought with sorrow to the grave. 

He seems penitent for the past, and resolutely determined to 
avoid every evil way, and especially the theater, drinking saloons, 
snd had company. 
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The history of this poor Erring boy, and the mental anguish of 
his whole family — ^the result of his wandering from the right path 
— ^were familiar to the Association. 

We have the greatest confidence in this youth's determination 
to do well. He soon obtained a situation, and now conducts him- 
self with uniform propriety ; but a vivid sense of his past faults, 
and their consequences to his family, are eating, like a canker, at 
his heart's core ; hence he cannot live out half his days. Poor 
youth, may his end be peace. 

No. 46 was convicted of burglary in the third degree, and sen- 
tenced to Sing Sing prison for three years. 

He says he was born in Brooklyn ; his mother died when he was 
young ; he had no one to care for him then ; he became wild and 
reckless ; he left New York with the intention of going on a 
whaling voyage ; in Sag Harbor he was found drunk; under its 
influence they say the burglary was committed. 

"When I left the prison this morning, with six dollars and 
eighty cents to begin the world anew, I resolved to come without 
delay to the office of the Association, hoping you will provide me 
employment. I was induced, three months since, to give my heart 
to God. To-day I still purpose, by the divine blessing, to abstain 
from the very appearance of evil. At once, if the church will 
accept me, I will present myself as a member, earnestly praying 
that I may be enabled by the grace of God, to adorn the doctrine 
of God, my Savior, in all things." 

This case we regarded with some hopes. He was introduced to 
a christian minister, and subsequently to employment. He is now 
doing well, and striving to be useful. 

No. 47 says he left the penitentiary this morning, after being 
there four months, on charge of stealing a ham. Want of work 
drove him to great suffering ; he was very hungry, and had asked 
for food, " but no man gave unto him ;" he stole the ham, and 
would have taken an hundred just then. 

The Association urged him to cease to do evil. His wants were 
relieved, and he was sent into the country. 

No. 48 was convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced, by the 
recorder, to State prison for three years. 

He calls to-day on the Association, and says this was not his 
first offence ; he had been a wicked, disorderly boy. His mother 
died when he was an infant, and his father was a drunkard. Some 
people say there is no place like home, but his was a very wretched 
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one. Often was he driven to a mm hole, or a theater, where he 
could be kept warm and forget his miseries. He never went to 
school ; he says he has learned more the last three years than he 
ever learned in his whole life. When he was restored to liberty, 

he hastened on to , where he obtained work until the 24th of 

December last, when he was discharged, the business being dull. 

He calls now on the Association, and asks to be sent to Penn- 
sylvania, confidently believing he can there obtain employment 
Through a kind friend he was sent on, as desired. 

No. 49, on her own confession, was convicted and sentenced to 
Sing Sing prison for two years, on charge of grand larceny. 

She says she could not at present return to her native town. 
The matron advised her to throw herself on the sympathy and 
protection of the Prison Association. 

She was placed in a situation without delay, at $5 per montL 
There she behaved well ; was sober, honest and industrious. 
Her wages she kept until she possessed the means to reach her 
home. The Association wrote to her friends. They invited and 
urged her return, promising her a hearty welcome. 

No. 50 was convicted of forgery in the fourth degree. He being 
a youth, and evidently inexperienced in crime, the Association 
wrote to his former employers in a distant city. They certified 
to his good conduct whilst he was in their employ. These letters 
were submitted to the court, which influenced the recorder to be 
lenient towards him. Instead of sending him to State prison, he 
was sent to the penitentiary for twelve months. 

He calls on us now to present his sincere thanks for being in* 
strumcntal in saving him from the brand of a Sing Sing convict^ 
and to say he hopes to avoid bad company in the future ; then 
shall he be able to look after his best interests. 

We advised his immediate return to his home, to the residence 
of his parents, and especially as they knew not of his disgrace. 
He reluctantly, and yet thankfully, availed himself of a free passage, 
after the Association had clothed him decently. His greatest fear 
was to meet his mother. 

No. 51, on his own confession, was convicted of grand larceny. 
He was sentenced for two years to Sing Sing prison. 

He says, up to this time he was regarded as a young man of 

high moral tone. He had lent money to a man whom he believed 

to be honest, but in the end he found, to his bitter experience, 

that his hard earnings were all lost — ^he had cajoled him ovt of 

the Bum be had lent. In a panroxysm of s.n^r^ he went and took 
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some property which he believed to have been purchased with hi9 
money, and for which he was punished. 

This young man was enabled, by the Association, to go west, 
and is now doing well. 

No. 52. Was convicted of burglary in the third degree, and 
sentenced to State prison for two years. This young man calls 
on the Association, after the expiration of bis sentence, and asks 
pecuniary aid, by which means he may be enabled to go south. 
He is the son pious parents, members and officers of a christian 
church. He says if he had followed their counsels and examples^ 
all would have been well; but he despised remonstrance and 
reproof, and formed evil associations, which brought him to ruin. 
He regrets the past, and pledges himself to avoid the first step in 
the wrong direction. The Association advanced him the sum 
required to enable him to reach the place named. It is our hap- 
piness to know that he is now doing well. 

No. 53. Calls on the Association, and says : I was tried and 
eonvicted of burglary in the third degree, and sentenced to state 
prison for ten years. After being a prisoner nearly three yearSf 
the judge who tried me was convinced of my innocence — ^like a 
just judge, he immediately applied to the executive to pardon 
iiae. I was released, and although only an act of justice, I feel 
thankful to our good governor. My object in calling, he says, on 
the Association, is to beg of them, if it be possible, to send me on 
to Massachusetts. He was introduced to the chairman of the 
executive board, who happened at that moment to enter the office. 
He was instrumental in sending him on at a reduced fare, >and 
which he himself paid. 

No. 54. Was convicted of assault and battery, with intent to 
do some bodily harm, and sentenced to Sing Sing for two year^ 
and six months. I shall never forget that my sentence was a very 
severe one. Drink was the cause of this quarrel : my prosecutor 
abused me most shamefully. Whether he struck me first I know 
not, but in the muss, I threw a pitcher at him. I think the pun- 
ishment inflicted by the court on me should have been divided 
between us, that would most certainly be fair play. He says I 
now resolve to drink no more liquor ; then I expect never to find 
myself in such a miserable plight again. The Association were 
enabled to put this man to work, and he is now doing well. 

No. 66. Was sentenced to state prison for two years ; he so con- 
dncted himself there, as to secure the approval of all the officers. 
He says he was guilty of grand larceny, but \,\i^\. \\.\^^A\i\%^^* 
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ofifense ; he seems sincere in his purposes, that it shall be the last. 
He doubted the truths of the bible until the last fifteen months ; 
should nothing more result from his being confined in a prison, 
he thinks his change of mind will more than compensate for all 
be has suffered, and that was considerable. The Association fur- 
nished him with suitable garments, then sent him into the coun- 
try, and introduced him to employment. 

. No. 56. Was convicted of two burglaries, and sentenced to 
state prison for twenty-one years. He served out every hour 
of his sentence. He says he is a shoemaker by trade. On the 
evening of those robberies, a man, an entire stranger, came into 
his house to get his boots temporarily repaired, and whilst I was 
at work upon them, he talked of the difficulties of the laboring 
poor, and the selfishness of the rich, until I was envious and nearly 
crazy ; being very poor at that time, the result of several losses 
and other circumstances. When the boots were repaired he put 
them on, and then urged me to go out and take a drink. I com- 
plied ; we took several glasses. On our return, he said, " I am 
going to raise the wind ;" he asked me to accompany him ; we 
walked until twelve o'clock, when he showed me what he was 
about to do. I went with him, and we did the jobs one 
after the other, but we were arrested, tried and sentenced 
for twenty-one years. I was used tolerably well during the long 
term of my severe punishment. This was my first offense. I am 

now on my way to , but my baggage is at the pier, and they 

demand of me $3.25 as freight, and I have not enough to pay it. 
My poor, faithful wife has gone on ; what shall I do. The freight 
agent was seen, and the circumstances partially told him, and he 
kindly permitted him to take away his baggage. The Associa- 
tion then rendered him some pecuniary help, and he went on his 
way, not rejoicing,, (for he never will rejoice agaio,) but thank- 
ful that ho had found a friend in his need. The poor fellow can- 
not last long. 

No. 57. Aged seventeen, was sentenced to the state prison, on 
charge of grand larceny, for two years and three months. He 
behaved well, and escaped extra punishment. He says had he 
remained in Qermany, he must have served in the army, and 
and that to him was most horrible. And theu he had heard of 
the great prosperity of this country, '* that gqld grew thick on 
every tree," that labor was abundant, &,c. His friends enabled 
him to pay his passage. When he arrived, (to friend from hia 
native town came with him,) they poB«e«sQd V^t $4.00 each to 
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begin the world with. Some decent looking man came on T)oard 
on their arrival, and oflFered to conduct them to a boarding-house. 
After being there three days, their mouey was all gone. Having 
a good stock of clothes in their chests, they were permitted to 
remain the next four days, when they were unoeremoniously pat 
out, but their trunks were kept as a security for their board. 
They «oon began to be in want ; his friend was taken sick and 
went to Belevue. I was desperately put to it ; under this trial. 
I saw a watch hanging up in a liquor store, and my necessities 
urged me to take it. I yielded to the temptation, was arrested 
and punished. I hope never to be in such distress again, for no 
one knows what he would do when in such a condition, without 
home, money or friends. The Association deeply sympathized 
with this youth ^ all the circumstances were known to them. His 
story was true to the letter. Employment was provided for him, 
and he is now doing well ; we have a confident hope he will yet 
live to be respected, and become respectable. 

No. 58 was tried and convicted of assault and battery with in- 
tent to kill, and sentenced to Sing Sing for seven years. 

He worked in shook shop whilst there. His hand was caught 
in the machinery, two of his fingers and a portion of his thumb 
and hand were torn off, and he disabled for life. 

He calls here to-day aifd says he received a severe punishment 
for the offense ; but for strong drink it never could have hap- 
pened. At a liquor store he and several others quarrelled ; from 
words they went to blows, when he found himself on the ground 
or floor, and two men whipping him. He drew out his knife and 
cut one of them, for which he was punished for seven long years. 
Hjj comes out to-day, after a long captivity, with $4, a crushed 
and almost ruined man. 

The Association labored industriously to find him work, but 
were unsuccessful, he being crippled in the hand. A trifle df 
money was advanced him, and subsequently a hand cart was fur- 
nished him. He is now peddling and doing comfortably. He 
often calls to ishow himself, and express his grateful thanks for 
what lias been done for him. • 

No. 59, when fifteen years of age, and in this country but a few 
weeks, a stranger to tlie English language, was induced by one of 
his own countrymen to leave the work in which he was then en- 
gaged, and go to live with him, on promise of doing better for 
him. He accompanied this bad fellow to commit a burglary. 
T%iey wore both taken, tried and sentenced to Sing Sing prison^ 
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the elder for eleven years, and the hoj for ten years and mx 
months. After being there nine years and four months the latter 
was pardoned. He now has employment, and is hard at work and 
doing well. 

No. 60 was charged with grand larceny. When arraigned she 
could not speak English, and was advised to plead gnilty, not 
knowing the consequence of snch a plea. The simple artlessness 
of this young woman, with an infant in her arms, excited the sym- 
pathy of all who saw her. The judge had no alternative but to 
sentence her to Sing Sing prison for two years. 

After she had been consigned to prison, some doubts arose in 
the minds of several persons connected with the court, of her 
guilt. All the facts were collected and submitted to the Gover- 
nor. Subsequently the District Attorney wrote a strong letter in 
her behalf, which reflected credit to his head and heart. When 
the application was again urged. Executive clemency was bestowed 
upon her. 

She called on the Association, with many tears expressing her 
unfeigned thanks to those friends who had thought of her and 
procured her restoration to liberty. The Association wrote to her 
husband, who was at a remote distance from this city, informing 
bim of the pardon. He sent $30, praying she might be sent on to 
him. • 

Her child, aged sixteen months, taken from her when she was 
sentenced, and sent to Mrs. Callack, (to be nursed), by the ten 
governors, we ascertained died of consumption. This was a sad 
blo\y to this suffering woman } her mental an£^isb was apparently 
insupportable. 

The Association were enabled to collect her furniture tc^ther, 
which was sent on after her. She left New York and regained 
her husband. We trust she may recover her health and cheerful- 
ness, but fear concerning her. 

No. 61 was convicted of receiving stolen goods. 

She was born in Ireland ; came to this country ; married a very 
intemperate man, a tailor. This foolish step induced all her fam- 
ily to discard .her. She says her husband's intemperate habits 
brought on an incurable disease. Whilst he was in the hospital, 
his sister called in one day with a basket, and requested to leave 
it with her for a few days. She had taken its contents out and 
placed them in a drawer. When she went to market she used the 
basket, which was recognized by a gentleman* An officer was 
called ; she refused to tell how it came into her possession } her 



place was searched, and the clothing found and identified hj the 
person now her prosecutor. 

After spending two years in Sing Sing, she calls on the Associi* 
ation. A situation was soon provided for her, where she is doing 
well. The family think highly of her, and have increased her 
wages. 

Her husband and two of her children died whilst she was in 
prison, 

No. 62 was convicted of burglary in the third degree, and sen* 
tenced to Sing Sing prison for two years. 

He says this was hili first offense. He was out of work and in 
want, or he would not have done this wrong act. We advised 
him, on his release, to leave New York. The Association obtained 
for him a free passage to ■ , where we hear he is hard at 

work and doing well, Two shirts and suitable working clothes 
were furnished him. 

No. 63 was tried and convicted of arson in the third degree^ 
and sentenced to Sing Sing prison for seven years. He served 
out the whole term. 

He says : I was used pretty well, on the whole.* I had hoped 
to procure a pardon from the Executive, not only because the 
jury strongly recommended me to mercy, but because I was not 
guilty of the crime for which I was punished. I am a married 
inan, and have one child, nine years old, I hope to see him to- 
morrow. My wife, with whom I had lived for more than three 
years on terms of reciprocal affection, visited me but once while 
I was an inmate of the prison. I know nothing of her now. My 
apprehensions are excited about her. 

This poor unfortunate fellow felt disposed and determined to 
return to his former place of residence, there to live and show 
that he was not guilty of the alleged offense. He is now em- 
ployed, with cheering prospects for the future. 

No. 64 calls on the Association, and asks the loan of $2, to en- 
able him to reach the country, where he feels certain of getting 
employment, and having relatives there. He left the penitentiary 
this morning, after being confined three months, for an alleged as- 
sault and battery. He says he came to New York to find work ; 
went into a saloon to get a drink, where he was grossly insulted 
by a drunken man. He punished him for it ; he richly deserved 
the whipping he received ; '^ but," he adds, " I think it best to 
avoid all such places. I will cease to drink, and keep away from 
taloons." The Association enabled him to reach the country. 
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No. 65 was convicted, on his own confession, of an attempt of 
grand larcenj. The complainant recommended him to the mercj 
of the court, and for these reasons : The stolen property had all 
been restored ; it was his first offense ; he had manifested great 
penitence for the wrong done, and would, it was confidently 
hoped, never be guilty of another dishonest act. 

In this case the Association had shown an active interest ; bence 
be was sentenced to the City prison for three months only. 

After his release the following letter was received from him : 

To the Agent of the Prison Association : 

Dear sir — Allow me to address you a few lines respecting the 
late unfortunate era of my life. You are aware that I wickedly 
lost sight of the commandment, " Thou shalt not steal," and that 
I yielded to the temptation, and appropriated property of my em- 
ployers to my own use, for which offense I was justly committed 
to prison, there to await trial on a charge of grand larceny, but 
which, through their means, was so modified as to allow me to 
plead to an attempt, for which I sincerely thanked them. But to 
you, my dear sir, are my heartfelt thanks, due, for your untiring 
exertions in my behalf. But for your efforts I should most pro- 
bably have been an inmate of the State prison, instead of being 
allowed to breathe the free, pure, fresh air of heaven. Oh, how 
many reasons have I to be thankful to Him, '^ from whom no secrets 
are hid," that in my utmost need he caused me to find in you such 
a firm and steadfast friend I 

But though free from prison, my punishment is not yet over. 
It is difficult at the present time even for those who have the best 
of characters to procure situations. How much more difficult for 
the man who has just emerged from prison, a bankrupt, both in 
character and reputation ? Did but one-half of those on the verge 
of crime, reflect and picture to their mind's eye the ultimate con- 
sequences of such a false step, there would, I think, be fewer can- 
didates for our prisons. I trust by God's help I have profited in 
«iore things than one by my indiscretion. 

The only way I can show my gratitude for your past kindness, 
is by -a strong determination throughout my future life to do right. 
And now accept the thanks and blessings of myself, my wife, my 
child, and rest assured, that in our supplications to '^ the Most 
High," yenT name is not forgotten. May the blessings of God 
rest upon you and yours, and prosper you in your noble work, 
and grant that in your journey through life, you may enjoy more 
lia/>pines8 thafi ^nerally falls to the lot of man. And when your 
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race is ran, may you be gathered in peace to the bosom of Him 
who said, *• I was sick and ye visited me ; I was in prison and ye 
came unto me. Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these, ye have done it unto me," is the sincere and fervent 
prayer of 

Dear Sir, gratefully yours, ' ■ 

No. 66. Was convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced to Sing 
Sing for two years. After serving out the whole term, she was 
discharged, and under the advice of the matron, she calls on the 
Association, begging we would procure her a situation. Her 
case was regarded as of a very hopeful cbairil^er, and we assisted 
her in procuring decent clothing, <fec., and promptly provided her 
a place with an excellent family. She is doing very well. 

No. 67. Was arraigned in the court of general sessions, on 
charge of grand larceny ; stealing thirty-five dollars. The use of 
strong drink had induced her to commit this larceny. She refused 
to plead ; was tried and sentenced for three years to Sing Sing 
prison. She calls at our office on her discharge, expressing her 
sorrow for the past, and a determination to avoid the rock on 
which she had so fatally wrecked. We obtained a place for her away 
in the country. She is industrious and consistent, and will con- 
tinue to do well all the time she abstains from drink. 

No. 68. Calls on the Association to say he was discharged from 
Sing Sing prison in October last, since which he has worked on a 
farm. Three weeks since he was induced to come to New York. 
Here he obtained work up to last Saturday, when some one told 
his employer that he had been in Sing Sing prison, and he was 
paid off and discharged. We advised him to leave the city and 
never return ; he adopted our advice, and we enabled him to 
leave forthwith. 

No. 69. Was arrested in New York, and tried for grand lar- 
ceny, was convicted, and sentenced to Sing Sing prison for two 
years. On his release, he calls on the Association, and says he is 
a shoemaker by trade ; his business was injurious to his health* 
His wife sickened and died ; then all seemed to go wrong. He 
was unable to follow his trade; he gave it up and engaged to 
work on a canal boat at twenty-two dollars per month. He 
worked the season, five months, when he was discharged. My 
employer represented that he could not pay me all my wages, it 
having been an unprofitable season, and he wished me to throw 
off thirty dollars from the balance then due me, which was eighty- 
five dollars. I refused, and commenced stiit against him for its 
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recovery. Ho put It off again and again, and at length it waa 
referred by the court to a referee. I lost my wages. It drove 
me to despair, and I drank myself nearly mad. In one of these 
crazy fits, I jumped upon a saddled horse which had been fastr 
ened to a post in the street, and drove away. I sold the horse at 
the first place I reached, for sixty dollars, and spent the money 
I know not how. I was soon detected and punished. Trouble 
drove me to drink, and drink drove me to ruin and disgrace ; bat 
I am not without hope that it will work together for my good. 
Sir, I am an altered man ; I have considered my ways. I am bow 
sober, and by the help of God, will never touch the first drop of 
maddening drink. He ^was in a very bad state of health, and it 
was deemed most practicable to secure him, at least for a short 
time, admission to a hospital. 

No. 70. Was convicted of grand larceny, on her own confession, 
and sentenced for two years to Sing Sing prison. She says : 
'^ When I first went to live at this place, my character was very 
good, and for several months it remained so, until I became 
very familiarly acquainted with one in the house whose habits 
were very bad. I soon followed that example, and especially as 
regards dress, and visiting those whose external appearance were 
superior to my own. My wages were inadequate to gratify my 
pride, hence I began to pilfer, and at length I was charged with 
stealing a gold watch and chain from my employer, valued at 
$150, a silk dress pattern, and several other articles, and I was 
arrested, when the whole of the articles were restored except the 
gold watch. 

The uniform practice of the Association is to ascertain of the 
accused, immediately on their arrest, the whereabouts of the sto- 
len property, and, if possible, to influence its restoration. The 
interrogatory was put to this poor girl : Was not the watch 
restored ? She replied, No. Did you pledge it ? No. Did you in no 
way dispose of it ? No. Then you must now have it. She wept 
and replied, I know where it is; I wish I had never taken it; 
I will never, no, never be guilty of such wickedness again. Are 
you sincere? she said, with copious tears. I am. Then fetch 
me that watch. She left our office and soon returned with it. 
It was our pleasure, on thanksgiving day, to restore the complainant 
his valuable gold watch. He appeared ver}' much gratified, and 
thanked us very heartily. 

We then suggested the propriety of making her some reward 

for this evidence of her contrition and reformation, and urged 

bim, now that all his property had been restored, that he make 
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her some acknowledgment, and especially as such a step on his 
part, would encourage her in her purposes to do better. He con- 
ceded that she should be so rewarded, and pron^ised to call. We 
bave, subsequent to this interview, sent him the watch key, with 
a few lines reminding him of his engagement, but no reward as 
yet reached this office. 

We are glad to hear testimony to the excellent character of 
this young woman since her discharge from prison. She resides 
with a family who are acquainted with her case and degradation, 
and who now delight to witness daily, her uniform, moral con- 
duct. Her employers, when speaking of her, say, ** would to God 
all our help everywhere were like her, except in her never to be for- 
gotten and bitter experience of the past." Her reformation we be- 
lieve is, and will manifest itself to be, of a very permanent character. 

The above cases exhibit the class and character of these per- 
sons with whom we daily come in contact. Many discharged 
prisoners from our State prisons, county jails, penitentiaries, and 
various courts, come to us prostrated in character, mind, body 
and estate, and all requiring advice, admonition and counsel, and 
they apply to us, hungry and almost naked, without friend or 
home. With small means, well husbanded, we have done our best 
to relieve the pressing necessities of the most abject of them. 
We have given bread to the starving, and such garments as were 
sent U8 by the kindness of friends, were cheerfully bestowed. 
The greatest caution has been observed. We could not relieve 
them all, and therefore we gave special attention to alleviating 
the distresses of those whose reformation we had strong hopes of 
effecting. The indolent and apparently incorrigible, with the con- 
firmed inebriate, have been sent empty away. As a fixed rule, 
we hold it impossible to help those who cannot or will not help 
themselves. 

Your agent, in concluding his report, feels it to be his duty to 
acknowledge that the ever-watchful providence of Almighty God 
has crowned the feeble efforts of the Association with astonishing 
snccesa, far beyond all expectation. It is our blessed privilege to 
labor faithfully in this work ; and while we are doing the Lord a 
service, what pleasure do we ourselves experience in the knowledge 
of the fact that we have been, in His mercy, the humble instru- 
ments of raising up so many miserable creatures who were cast 
down. Let us then thank God and take courage. 

With sentiments of high regard, 

I am, dear sir, yours respectfully, 



AN ACT 

TO incorporate the Prison Association of New Torlc, parsed 

Maj 9, 1846, by a two third vote. 

The people of the State of Jfew York^ represented in Senate and 
Assembly do enact as follows : 

§ 1. All such persons as now are and hereafter shall become mem- 
bers to the said Association, pursuant to the Constitution thereof, 
fihall and are hereby constituted a body corporate by the name of 
•* The Prison Association of New York," and by that name have 
the powers that by the third title of the eighteenth chapter of 
the first part of the Revised Statutes, are declared to belong to 
every corporation ; and shall be capable of purchasing, holding, 
and conveying any estate, rftal or personal, for the nse of said 
corporation :. Provided^ such real estate shall never exceed the 
yearly value of ten thousand dollars, nor be applied to any 
purpose other than those for which this corporation is founded. 

§ 2. The estate and concerns of said corporation shall be man- 
aged and conducted by its executive committee, in conformity to 
the Constitution of the said corporation; and the following articles 
that now form the Constitution of the Association shall continue 
to be the fundamental laws and Constitution thereof, subject to 
alteration in the mode therein prescribed. 

Article I. 

The objects of the Association shall be, 

1. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whether 
detained for trial, or finally convicted, or as witnesses : 

2. The improvement of prison discipline, and the government 
of prisons, whether for cities, or counties, or States: 

3. The support and encouragement of reformed convicts after 
their discharge, by aflTording them the means of obtaining an honest 
livelihood, and sustaining them in their efforts at reform. 

Article II. 

The officers of the society shall be, a president four vice-presi- 
dents, a recording secretary, a corresponding secretary, and a 
treasurer, and there shall be the following committees, viz: a 
finance committee, a committee on detentions, a committee on dis- 
cipline, a committee on discharged convicts, and an executive 
committee. 

Article III. 

The officers named in the preceding article shall be ex officio 
members of the executive committee, who shall choose one of their 
number to be chairman thereof. 
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Article IV. 

The executive committee shall meet once in each month, and 
keep regular minutes of their proceedings. They shall have a 
general superintendence and direction of the affairs of the society, 
and shall annually report to the society all their proceedings, and 
such other matters as shall be likely to advance the ends of the 
Association. 

Abticle V. 

The society shall meet annually in the city of New York, at 
such time and place as the executive committee shall appoint and 
at such other times as the president, or, in his absence, one of the 
vice-presidents, shall designate. 

Article VI. 

Any person contributing annually to the funds of the Associa* 
tioD, shall, during such contribution, be a member thereof. A 
contribution of five hundred dollars shall constitute a life patron; 
a contribution of one hundred dollars an honorary member of the 
executive committee for life ; and a contribution of twenty-five 
dollars shall constitute a member of the Association for life. 
Honorary and corresponding members may from time to time be 
appointed by the executive committee. 

Article VII. 

A female department shall be formed, consisting of such females 
a3 shall be selected by the executive committee, who shall have 
charge of the interest and welfare of prisoners of their sex, under 
such regulations as the executive committee shall adopt. 

Article VIII. 

The officers of the Assocation shall "be chosen annually at the 
annual meeting, at which time such persons may be elected hon- 
orary members as shall have rendered essential service to the 
cause of prison discipline. 

Article IX. 

Any society having the same objects in view may become auxil- 
iary to this Association by contributing to its funds and cooperat- 
ing with it. 

Article X. 

The executive committee shall have power to add to any of the 
standing committees such persons, as in their opinion, may be like« 
ly to promote the objects of the society ; and shall have power to 
fill any vacancy which may occur in any of the offices of the Asso- 
ciation, intermediate the annual meetings. 

Article XI. 

This Constitution may be amended by a vote of the majority of 
the Bocibty, at any meeting thereof, provided notice of the amend* 
ment has been given at the next preceding meeting. 
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The officers elected for the current year under the Constitution 
shall continue to be the officers thereof until others shall be duly 
chosen in their places. 

And it is hereby further enacted, that no manager of said 
society shall receive any compensation for his services. 

§ 3. The said executive committee shall have piower to establish 
a work-house in the county of New York, and in their discretion 
to receive and take into the work-house all such persons as shall 
be taken up and committed as vagrants or disorderly persons, in 
said city, as the court of general sessions, of the peace, or the 
court of special sessions, or the court of oyer and terminer^ in 
said county, or any police magistrate, or the commissioner of the 
alms-house, may deem proper objects; and the said executive com« 
mittce shall have the same powers to keep, detain, employ and 
govern the said persons, as are now by law conferred on the keep- 
ers of the bridewell or penitentiary in said city. 

§ 4. The said executive committee may, from time to time, make 
by-laws, ordinances and regulations, relative to the management 
and disposition of the estate and concerns of said Association, 
and the management, government, instruction, discipline, and 
employment of the persons so as aforesaid committed to the said 
work-house, not contrary to law, as they may deem proper ; and 
may appoint such officers, agents and servants, as they may deem 
necessary, t-o transact the business of the said Association, and 
may designate their duties. And the said executive commmittee 
shall make an annual report to the Legislature, and to the cor- 
poration of the city of New York, of the number of persons 
received by them into said work-house, the disposition which shall 
be made of them by instructing or employing them therein, the 
receipts and expenditures of said executive committee, and gene- 
rally all such facts and particulars as may exhibit the operations 
of the said Association. 

§ 5. The said executive committee shall have power, during the 
minority of any of the persons so committed to the said work* 
house, to bind out the said persons, so being minors as aforesaid, 
as apprentices or servants, with their consent, during their minor- 
ity, to such persons, and at such places, to learn such proper trades 
and employments, as in their judgment will be most conducive to 
their reformation and amendment, and future benefit and advan- 
tage of such persona. 

§ 6. The said executive committee, by such commiteea as they 
shall from time to time appoint, shall have power, and it shall be 
their duty, to visit, inspect and examine, all the prisons in the 
State, and annually report to the Legislature, their state and con- 
dition, and all such other things in regard to them as may enable 
the Legislature to perfect their government uud discipline. And 
to enable them to execute the powers and perform the duties 
hereby granted and imposed, they shall possess all the powers 
ftnd authorityi that by the twenty-fourth section of title first, 
chapter third, part fourth of the Eevitied Statutes, are vested itt 
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the inspectors of county prisons; and the duties of the keepers 
of each prison that they may examine, shall be the same in rela- 
tion to them as in the section aforesaid are imposed on the keep- 
ers of such prisons in relation to the inspectors thereof: Provided, 
that no such examination or inspection of any prison shall be 
made until an order for that purpose, to be granted by the chan- 
cellor of this State, or one of the judges of supreme court, or by 
a vice-chancellor or circuit judge, or by the first judge of the 
county in which the prison to be examined shall be situated, shall 
first have been had and obtained, which order shall specify the 
oame of the prison to be examined, the names of the persons, 
members of the said Association, by whom the examination is to 
be made, and the time within which the same must be concluded, 

State of New York, ) 
In Senate, May 8, 1846. J 

This bill having been read the third time, two-thirds of all the 
members elected to the Senate voting in favor thereof. 
Resolved, That the bill do pass. 
By order of the Senate, A. GARDNER, President. 

State of New York, ) 

In Assembly, April 24, 1846. ^ 

This bill having been read the third time, and two-thirds of all 
the members elected to the Assembly voting in favor thereof. 
Resolved^ That the bill do pass. 

By order of the Assembly. WM. C. GRAIN, Speaker. 

Approved this 9th day of May, 1846. SILAS WRIGHT. 

State of New York, ) 
Secretary's Office. J 

■ I have compared the preceding with an original law on file in 
this office, and do certify, that the same is a correct transcript 
therefrom, and of the whole of said original. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto affixed the seal of this 
office at the city of Albany, the fifteenth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-six. 

I L. 8. 1 ARCH'D CAMPBELL, Dep. Sec. of State. 

Revised Statues, Pari IV, Chap.Z, Title 1. 

§ 24. It shall be the duty of the keepers of each of the said 
prisons to admit the said inspector, or any one of them into 
every part of such prison; to exhibit to them, on demand, all the 
books, papers, documents and accounts pertaining to the prison, 
or to the persons confined therein ; and to render them every 
other facility in their power, to enable them to discharge the 
duties above prescribed. And for the purpose of obtaining the 
necessary information, to enable them to make such report as is 
above required, the said inspectors shall have power to examine on 
oath, to be administered by either of the said inspectors, any of 
the officers of the said prisons, and to converse with any of the 
prisoners confined therein, without the presence of the keeijera 
thereof or anjr of them. 



BT-LAWS. 



I. There shall be a stated meeting of the executive committee 
on the fourth Monday of each month, and a special meeting shall 
be held at any time, on the requisition of either of the standing 
committees, or the chairman of the executive committee, or chair- 
man of any standing committee. 

II. At every meeting of the executive committee, stated or spe- 
cial, the attendance of five members shall be necessary to consti- 
tute a quorum. 

III. The order of business at every stated meeting shall be as 
follows : 

1. The reading and adoption of the minutes of the last pre- 

ceding meeting. 

2. Reports from the standing committees in the order in which 

they are named in the Constitution of the Society. 

3. Reports from female department. 

4. Reports from the corresponding secretary. 

5. Reports from the special committees. 

6. Motions and resolutions. 

The business first in order at a special meeting shall be the 
subject for the consideration of which the meeting shall have been 
called ; and no other subject shall be brought before the meetings 
except with the consent of a majority of the members present. 

lY. The chairman shall nominate and appoint all special com- 
mittees, and no person nominated by him shall be excused, unless 
upon reasons, assigned by him, that shall be approved by the 
meeting; but a chairman pro tem, shall not have such power, 
unless authorized by the meeting. 

Y. The chairman shall decide all questions of order, subject to 
an appeal, and the rules of order shall be the same, so far as they 
are applicable, as those of the House of Assembly of the Legisla- 
ture of New York. 

YI. It shall be the duty of the finance committee : 

1. To receive and pay over to the treasurer of the society all 

moneys received, either as donations or for memberships. 

2. To audit, and direct the payment of all bills against the 

society in such manner and forms as they shall direct, 
but no bill shall be paid by the treasurer unless approved 
by the committee and countersigned by the chairman 
thereof. 

3. To invest and control the surplus moneys of the societji 

under the authority of the exeoutive committee. 
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4. To have power, under the same authority, to employ one 

or more agents to obtain members and collect subscrip- 
tions to the society; and it shall be their duty to make 
a report, at each monthly meeting, of their proceedings 
and those of their agents. 

5. To annually examine and report upon the treasurer's 

accounts, and to audit the same. 

VII. The following shall be the duties of the committee on 
detentions : 

1. To enquire into the causes of commitment of all persons 

detained for trial, or as witnesses, in any of the prisons 
of the cities of New York and Brooklyn, and to adopt 
proper measures for procuring the discharge of such as 
shall appear to be entitled thereto. 

2. To visit frequently the prisons under their charge, and to 

endeavor to improve the condition of the prisoners, by 
training them to habits of cleanliness and exercise ; by 
securing to them comfortable accommodations, having a 
regard to space, light and temperature; by procuring 
for them suitable employment ; by providing them with 
books, or other means of mental occupation; by secur- 
ing such a separation and classification as shall preserve 
the young, the innocent, and the less hardened, from the 
contaminating intercourse of the more depraved; by 
obtaining for them honest and able legal advice ; and 
generally, by bringing all practical, moral, and religious 
influence to operate upon their minds. 

VIII. It shall be the duty of the committee on discharged convicts : 

1. Under the authority of the executive committee to employ 

an agent for the relief and aid of discharged convicts, 
and for the performance of its daily routine of duties, 
whose place of business shall be at the general o£Sce of 
the Association. 

2. To keep a record of all commitments to our State prisons, 

and New York and Kings county prisons, of the crime 
of which each person was convicted, of the date of his 
commitment and discharge, and all other important 
information thereto appertaining. 

3. To open a correspondence with the prison agents or super- 

intendents, relative to the character and trades of pri- 
soners, and to ascertain previous to the discharge of each 
prisoner, his feelings, views and capabilities, with a view 
to making the best arrangements for his future employ- 
ment. 

4. To keep a record of all persons who will employ dis- 

charged prisoners, and of their several occupations ; to 
procure employment for prisoners applying therefor, as 
seems best adapted to the capacity of each ; to hold a 
correspondence with employers; to keep a record of the 
behavior and prospects of those for whom ijlace^ &t^ 

Aasemhly, No. 1 85. J 6 
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obtained, tliat they may bo sustained and encouraged 
with the idea that a continual friendly interest is felt 
for them. 

5. To endeavor to procure suitable boarding places for the 

discharged prisoners, where they will not be exposed to 
corrupting influences, taking care not to have more than 
one in a place, when it can be avoided. 

6. To see that the prisoners are provided with suitable 

clothing, of a kind that will not attract attention, and 
point them out as convicts. 

IX. The general duty of the committee on prison discipline 
shall be the supervision of the internal organization and manage- 
ment of the prisons in wliich convicts are confined, embracing the 
moral and physical influence to be exerted on the prisoners dur- 
ing their xjonfinement. 

This duty shall be comprised under the following general heads : 

Healthy — Under which shall be included diet, dress, cleanliness, 
warming of prisons, ventilation, exercise, modes of employment, 
insanity, and medical treatment generally. 

Reformation. — ^Including the classification of prisoners accord- 
ing to age, sex, physical condition, character and numbers; 
instruction, religious and ordinary; moral treatment, isolation 
and intercourse; rewards and punishments; the visitation of 
friends, and pardons. 

IHnancial system. — Embracing convict labor, prison revenues 
and expenses. 

Administration and Supervision. — Comprising the mode of ap- 
pointing ojQScers, their qualifications, duties, abuse of their powers, 
and the internal police regulations of prisons. 

Comparison of Prison System and Reforms. — Including the col- 
lection of works and reports, correspondence with other societies, 
superintendence of prisons, and persons interested in prison disci- 
pline. The collection of statistics, and their publication under 
the order of the Association. 

Visitation. — The visiting, of State, county, and city prisons, 
including houses of reformation of juvenile delinquents, at such 
periods and in such manner as the committee may from time to 
time determine. 

Criminal laws. — Their character and influence on the commis- 
sion of vice and crime. 

X. Each standing committee shall have power to appoint its 
own chairman and secretary, and to divide itself into as many 
sub-committees as it may deem proper ; and each connnittee shall 
make a report of its proceedings at each stated meeting of the 
executive committee, 

XL The recording secretary shall be the secretary of the execu- 
tive committee, and it shall be his duty to keep the minutes of 
the proceedings of the connnittee, to record them in a book to be 
provided for that purpose, and to give due notice of all meetings 
of the cowmitiee. 
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XII. 1. Tho standing committee shall meet in their order on 

the Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the 
week preceding the regular meeting of the executive 
committee ; and tho recording secretary shall give duo 
notice thereof. 
2. It shall bo the duty of each standing committee to report 
to each monthly meeting of the executive committee 
the number of meetings held, and the names of the mem- 
bers attending at each. 

XIII. If it shall appear from the report of any standing com- 
mittee that any member has not attended any one of these meet- 
ings during the preceding three months the members so neglect- 
ing to attend shall, if no satisfactory excuse be offered, be deemed 
to have resigned as a member of such committee, and the execu- 
tive committee may proceed to appoint another in his place. 

XIV. No person shall bo added as a member to any of the 
standing commitees unless the committee to which he is to be 
added shall have reported his name at a preceding meeting of the 
executive committee, and shall have stated that the member so 
proposed has consented to serve. No person, so proposed, shall 
be elected as a member unless by the votes of two-thirds of all 
tho members present ; and every such election shall be made by 
ballot, unless by unanimous consent the ballot be dispensed with. 

XV. There shall be a standing committee of ladies for the 
female department, the members of which shall be selected by 
the executive committee, and shall have charge of tho interests 
and welfare of persons of their own sex, under such regulations 
as tho executive committee, may prescribe, or they themselves, 
with the approbation of the executive committee, may adopt. 
Such committee shall have power to elect its own ofBcers, and, 
when organized, shall be placed in all respects on tho same foot- 
ing as the other standing committees of the executive committee, 
in relation to the increase of their numbers. 

XVI. The corresponding secretary shall conduct tho corres- 
pondence of the executive committee, and of each of tho stand- 
ing committees when required, and shall report tho same at each 
stated meeting of the committee, and shall record tho same in 
books to be procured for that purpose. 

XVII. The president, chairman of the executive committee, 
and the corresponding secretary, shall be members, ex officio, of 
all the standing committees. 

XVIII. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep safely all 
moneys deposited with him by the finance committee, to pay over 
the same in such manner and at such time as the finance commit- 
tee shall direct, and to give such security for the faithful dis- 
charge of his duty as that conmiittee shall require. 

XIX. No alterations in these by-laws shall be made, except u 
notice of the proposed amendment shall have been given at a 
]>rovious meeting of the executive committee. 
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FOURTEENTH AND FIFTEENTH 
Anmial Reports of the Prison Association of New York. 

New York, April 6, 1861. 

Hon. D. C. LiTTLEJOIIN, 

Speaker of the Assembly: 

Dear Sir — I herewith transmit the Annual Report of the New 
York Prison Association, with the request that you will present 
the same to the Legislature. 

Very respectfully yours, 

JAS. C. HOLDEN, 

Recording Secretary. 
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REPORT. 



To the Hon. the Legislature of the State of Jfew York: 

The Prison Association of New York presents the following as 
its report for the years 1859 and 1830 : 

The objects for which this institution was founded, and its plan 
of operations, are particularly set forth in the act of incorporation, 
passed May 9th, 1846, and in the by-laws. (See Appendix.) 

The Managers were amply empowered amongst other things, to 
inspect all prisons throughout the State, and were directed to re- 
port to the Legislature as to their condition and management, 
with such recommendations in respect to improvements in disci- 
I pline as might be deemed proper. In the exercise of these powera, 
they have called the attention of the Legislature to the existence 
of many gross abuses, both in the State and county prisons, and 
have indicated the reforms most likely to sexsure the reformation 
of the convict and the prevention of crime. Their reports now 
embrace several large volumes. 
y'. The inspection of prisons has been conducted by the managers 
¥^ solely at their own expense ; not a cent of the contributions to 
fj our treasury having ever been devoted to the payment or reim- 
^ bnrsement of these expenses. All the furds which we have been 
able to raise have been appropriated to the relief and reformation 
of discharged convicts, and to the amelioration of the condition of 
detained prisoners. 

In past years we have made reports to your honorable body 
concerning all the State prisons, and most of the county prisons 
in the State, which would have been continued by us but for cir- 
cumstances fully detailed in our former reports to the Legislature. 
We have, however, continued our visits to the prisons in New 
York and Kings counties, which are still in need of improvement 
as pointed out in our last report. We have nothing further to 
add respecting them. 

It is to be deplored that in our State prisons there has been so 
little improvement in regard to the punishments which have been 
there practiced for many yeersjand which, in our judgment, are 
both contrary to the statute, and productive of no good to the 



82 [AbsembliT 

obtained, that thoy may be sustaiued and encouraged 
with the idea that a continual friendly interest is fult 
for tliem. 

5. To endeavor to procure suitable boarding places for the 

discharged prisoners, where they will not be exposed to 
corrupting influences, taking care not to have more than 
one in a place, when it can be avoided. 

6. To see that the prisoners are provided with suitable 

clothing, of a kind that will not attract attention, and 
point them out as convicts. 

IX. The general duty of the committee on prison discipline 
shall be the supervision of the internal organization and manage- 
ment of the prisons in which convicts are confined, embracing the 
moral and physical influence to be exerted on the prisoners dur- 
ing their jconfinement. 

This duty shall be comprised under the following general heads : 

Healthy — ^Under which shall be included diet, dress, cleanliness, 
warming of prisons, ventilation, exercise, modes of employment, 
insanity, and medical treatment generally. 

Reformation. — ^Including the classification of prisoners accord- 
ing to age, sex, physical condition, character and numbers; 
instruction, religious and ordinary; moral treatment, isolation 
and intercourse; rewards and punishments; the visitation of 
friends, and pardons. 

Fina7icial system, — Embracing convict labor, prison revenues 
and expenses. 

Administration and Supervision. — Comprising the mode of ap- 
pointing officers, their qualifications, duties, abuse of their powers, 
and the internal police regulations of prisons. 

Comparison of Prison System and Reforms. — ^Including the col- 
lection of works and reports, correspondence with other societies, 
superintendence of prisons, and persons interested in prison disci- 
pline. The collection of statistics, and their publication under 
the order of the Association. 

Visitation. — The visiting, of State, county, and city prisons, 
including houses of reformation of juvenile delinquents, at such 
periods and in such manner as the committee may from time to 
time determine. 

Criminal laws. — Their character and influence on the commis- 
sion of vice and crime. 

X. Each standing committee shall liave power to appoint its 
own chairman and secretary, and to divide itself into as many 
sub-committees as it may deem proper ; and each committee shall 
make a report of its proceedings at each stated meeting of the 
executive committee. 

XL The recording secretary shall be the secretary of the execu- 
tive committee, and it shall be his duty to keep the minutes of 
the proceedings of the committee, to record them in a book to be 
provided for that purpose, and to give due notice of all meetings 
of the commitiee. 
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XII. 1. Tho standing committee shall meet in their order on 

the Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the 
week preceding the regular meeting of the executive 
committee ; and the recording secretary shall give duo 
notice thereof. 
2. It shall be the duty of each standing committee to report 
to each monthly meeting of the executive committee 
the number of meetings held, and the names of tho mem- 
bers attending at each. 

XIII. If it shall appear from the report of any standing com- 
mittee that any member has not attended any one of these meet- 
ings during the preceding three months the members so neglect- 
ing to attend shall, if no satisfactory excuse bo oflFered, be deemed 
to have resigned as a member of such committee, and the execu- 
tive committee may proceed to appoint another in his place. 

XIV. No person shall bo added as a member to any of tho 
standinjg commitces unless the committee to which he is to be 
added shall have reported his name at a preceding meeting of the 
executive committee, and shall have stated that the member so 
proposed has consented to serve. No person, so proposed, shall 
be elected as a member unless by the votes of two-thirds of all 
the members present ; and every such election shall be made by 
ballot, unless by unanimous consent the ballot be dispensed with. 

XV. There shall be a standing committee of ladies for the 
female department, the members of which shall be selected by 
the executive committee, and shall have charge of the interests 
and welfare of persons of their own sex, under such regulations 
as the executive committee, may prescribe, or they themselves, 
with the approbation of the executive committee, may adopt. 
Such committee shall have power to elect its own officers, and, 
when organized, shall be placed in all respects on the same foot- 
ing as the other standing committees of the executive committee, 
in relation to the increase of their numbers. 

XVI. The corresponding secretary shall conduct the corres- 
pondence of tho executive committee, and of each of the stand- 
ing committees when required, and shall report tlie same at each 
stated meeting of the committee, and shall record the same in 
books to be procured for that purpose. 

XVII. The president, chairman of the executive committee, 
and the corresponding secretary, shall be members, ex officio, of 
all the standing committees. 

XVIII. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep safely all 
moneys deposited with him by the finance committee, to pay over 
the same in such manner and at such time as the finance commit- 
tee shall direct, and to give such security for the faithful dis- 
charge of his duty as that committee shall require. 

XIX. No alterations in these by-laws shall be made, except a 
notice of tho proposed amendment sliall have been given at a 
previous meeting of the executive committee. 
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Annnf^i Reports of the Prison Association of New York. 

New York, Jlpril 6, 1861, 

Hon. D. C. LiTTLEJOHN, 

Speaker of the Assembly: 

Dear Sir — I herewith transmit the Annual Report of the New 
York Prison Association, with the request that you will present 
the same to the Legislature. 

Very respectfully yours, 

JAS. C. HOLDEN, 

Recording Secretary, 
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REPORT. 

— -r 

To the Hon. the Legislature of theJState of Jfew York: 

The Prison Association of N^'W York presents the folFowing as 
its report for the years 1859 and 1830: 

The objects for which this institution was founded, and its plan 
of operations, are particularly set forth in the act of incorporation, 
passed May 9th, 1846, and in the by-laws. (See Appendix.) 

The Managers were amply empowered amongst other things, to 
inspect all prisons throughout the State, and were directed to re- 
port to the Legislature as to their condition and management, 
with such recommendations in respect to improvements in disci- 
pline as might be deemed proper. In the exercise of these powera, 
they have called the attention of the Legislature to the existence 
of many gross abuses, both in the State and county prisons, and 
have indicated the reforms most likely to secure the reformation 
of the convict and the prevention of crime. Their reports now 
embrace several large volumes. 

The inspection of prisons has been conducted by the managers 
solely at their own expense ; not a cent of the contributions to 
our treasury having ever been devoted to the payment or reim- 
bursement of these expenses. All the fucds which we have been 
able to raise have been appropriated to the relief and reformation 
of discharged convicts, and to the amelioration of the condition of 
detained prisoners. 

In past years we have made reports to your honorable body 
concerning all the State prisons, and most of the county prisons 
in the State, which would have been continued by us but for cir- 
cumstances fully detailed in our former reports to the Legislature. 

We have, however, continued our visits to the prisons in New 
York and Kings counties, which are still in need of improvement 
as pointed out in our last report. We have nothing further to 
add respecting them. 

It is to be deplored that in our State prisons there has been so 
little improvement in regard to the punishments which have been 
there practiced for many yeersjand which, in our judgment, are 
both contrary to the statute, and productive of no good to the 
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tortured into reformation. The law 
of kin^' o-^-, can attain that end; and how can we expect 

these geniici* meav will be employed whilst wardens, keepers and 
guards are appointcvl, more with reference to their claims as po- 
litical partisans than to their qualifications as teachers, moral 
guides and counsellors. No Itoan should be appointed to govern a 
prison who does not fear God. and has not a missionary spirit. 
To carry out this law of kindiieuss, with any reasonable hope of 
success, it is, of course, indispensably necessary that from the 
head of the establishment, down to the humblest employee, all 
should possess, to a large degree, patience and perseverance, a 
quiet and dignified demeanor, a cheerful and benevolent disposi- 
tion, a modest and sympathetic nature, a Christian spirit, and a 
lov^^jaf the work. The warden or general superintendent should 
unite, with all these, a quick discrimination of character, a ready 
tact in seizing upon little circumstances and turning them to 
account, and such unmistakable sagacity and prudence, that he 
will be recognized and felt by his subordinates and the prisoners, 
as a wise and good man, and as the ruling intelligence of the 

institution. We do believe that such faithful servants as wfi have 

• 

jljtere described can be obtained, God grant that our State autho- 
rities will open the door to the employment of such, and then will 
'Hhe hearts of the disobedient be turned to the wisdom of the 
just." 

During the j-ear 1860, we issued a circular, to which wo refer 
for full particulars of the nature and extent of our operations and 
the means employed. What we there set forth so fully embodies 
what we wish to say in this report that we give it a place in the 
appendix. 



N0.1SI.] 7 

- We preseot the foUowiDg anmmary of our labors for the yeara 
1869 and 1860: 
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Much ae a rigid economy lias enabled us to do, very mach more 
■could vo have done, had our receipts been at all adequate to the 
calls upon us. More dollars would have enabled us to save more 
wretched men and women from despair aud ruin. But we are 
-happy to state that with the aid and through the prudence, pa- 
tience and indefatigable labors of our agent, Abraham Beal, the 
association has managed to get through the past two years with 
its usefuhieHs steadily increasing. Wo are qow able to aunouuce 
the association out of debt. 

We also give, in the appendix, a number of uew cases solected 
from Mr. Beal's diary, and several letters received by the chair- 
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man of the executive committee, from judges, district attomejs 
and others, in relation to the elHciency and usefulness of the asso- 
ciation, and the invaluable services rendered to the community 
by its agent. 

Since the formation of the Prison Association, a beneficent Pro- 
vidence has called its members to mourn the loss of comparatively 
few of their active associates, but those few stood deservedly 
high in their persoual characters as Christians and philanthropists, 
and especially were they deeply interefited in the progress and 
operations of this association. Two of the three to whom we now 
particularly allude had passed more than three score years, and 
the other had exceeded three score and ten, and all were eminent 
among their fellow-citizens of every rank for their professional 
standing and for their good works. 

John Duer, Benj. P. Butler and Richard Reed will long be re- 
membered by their fellow-members as among the pioneers of the 
Prison Association, aiding, by their wise counsels and their material 
substance, and leaving on its -records ample evidence of their 
industry and deep' concern for its welfare. 

The first lived to the age of 76, continuing unremittingly to toil 
in dispensing truth and justice among his fellow-men, till sum- 
moned to nobler scenes, on the 8th of August, 1858. 

Exactly three months afterwards he was followed by his former 
colleague, Mr. Batler, at the age of 63. too well known in the 
political and judicial annals of his State and country, to need any 
eulogium at our hands. It sufliceth for us to record of him as 
ever alive to the purposes and labors of this association, regarding 
it as a most important adjunct in the administration of criminal 
justice, an opinion which his extensive engagements and intimate 
knowledge of the subject enabled him to pronounce authorita- 
tively, and which he supported practically. 

Though moving, humanly speaking, in a more" humble sphere, it 
can be safely affirmed of our departed friend, Richard Reed, that 
no member of the association was ever more faithful to his volun- 
tary duties, more sincerely interested in its labors and welfare, or 
more ready to give his time and services to individual cases. 
Rarely absent from a meeting during the many years of his con- 
nection with it, and never without an apology for the apparent 
neglect, he was always on the alert, with a genial and sympatbiz* 
ing heart, and elevated Christian conversation, to pour balm upon 
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the broken and contrite spirits whom he found in his many prison 
walks. Ho was taken from works to rewards on the 14th of Janu- 
ary, 1860, at the ripe age of 68. 
All which is respectfully submitted. 

CYRUS CURTISS, 
President of the Association. 
JOHN H. GRISCOM, 
Chairman Executive Committee, 
JAMES C. HOLDEN, 

Recording Secretary. 



\ 



TREASURER'S REPORT. 



The Prison Association of J^ev) York in account with its Treasurer. 

Cr. 

By balance on hand, Jan. 1, 1859 |14 28 

Donations in 1859, as per list l,99t 75 

Donations in 1860, as per list (to Jan. 5, 1861)... 1,849 15 

Cash borrowed 113 10 

Total 13,971 28 

Dr. 
To cash paid agent for balance due him on account of 

his disbursements in 1858 $549 76 

To cash paid agent's salary for 1859 1,000 00 

To cash paid agent's salary for 1860 1,020 00 

To cash paid on account rent of office, 15 Centre St.. 350 00 
To cash, donations to discharged convicts, postage, 

fuel and office expenses 670 47 

To cash paid for printing and advertising 52 27 

To cash commissions on collections 328 78 

Total $3,971 28 

New York, Jan, 5, 1861. 

E. E. WM. C. OILMAN, Treasurer. 

Note. — At the date of the above account, the association owed 

for cash borrowed as stated $113 10 

For disbursements by agent, chiefly to discharged con- 
victs ..^ 65 19 

For rent 133 33 

These obligations, and all current expenses have been paid in 
full, and the association is now fre^ from debt. 

No paid collectors have been employed since the present treas* 
urer entered upon his duties in September, 1860. 

New York, March 27, 1861. 



CIRCULAR. 



Office of the Pbisok Association, JVo. 15 Centre street^ 7 

New York, Kovemher, 1860. \ 

Dear Sir — No apology need be offered for calling your attention 
to a deserving object for the exercise of your benevolence; and 
notwithstanding the invitations to make charitable contributions 
are becoming so frequent and pressing, it will, nevertheless, be 
conceded that it is the duty of every good man to endeavor to do 
a little more. The Prison Association would, therefore, be open 
to censure did it not make known its objects, and present its claims. 
When it has done this, the responsibility rests on those to whom 
its appeals for aid are made, if it is not adequately sustained. 

This association was incorporated by a special act of the Legis- 
lature, on the 9th of May, 1846. Its objects, as therein declared, 
are : '* Ist. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whe- 
ther detained for trial, or fully convicted, or as Avitnesses. 2d. 
The improvement of prison discipline, and the government of 
prisons, whether for cities, or counties, or States; and, 3d. The 
support and encouragement of reformed convicts after their dis- 
charge, by affording them the means of obtaining an honest live- 
lihood, and sustaining them in their efforts at reform/' Large 
powers were conferred for enabling the Managers to inspect pri- 
sons, and to report to the Legislature, on their condition and 
management, with such recommendations in respect to improve- 
ments in discipline, as might be deemed proper. These powers 
have been exercised in such a way that many salutary reforms 
have been effected by the Legislature on the recommendations 
contained in our annual reports, which now embrace several large 
volumes. It will be found, on consulting them, that the subject 
of crime, and the means of its prevention — of criminals, and the 
influences to be employed for their reformation — of prison disci- 
pline, and the improvements to be made therein, have all been 
fully discussed, and the arguments, pro and coti, clearly set forth, 
together with ample statistics drawn from every attainable source, 
both in the United States and in foreign countries ; so that, now, 
it may be confidently affirmed that what was once exceedingly 
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difficult and perplexing in this department of philanthropic 
science, has been made comparatively plain and easy of accom- 
plishment. 

So far as the improvement of prisons and of prison discipline 
is concerned, it only involves the personal exertions of the Man- 
agers, and no funds are needed. But with reference to the ame- 
lioration of the condition of prisoners and the reformation of 
discharged convicts, it is indispensable that money should be 
raised. 

It cannot be justly charged against this association that it has 
been actuated in its eflForts by a misplaced or morbid sympathy 
for the criminal, for it has resolutely adhered to the Scriptural 
proverb, that "The way of transgressors is hard,'' and has sternly 
acknowledged that this should be so; yet, while looking in this 
direction with a face of flint, it has steadily borne in mind the 
idea upon which all modern legislation has proceeded in respect 
to crimes, viz., that the great object should be to prevent their 
commission and reform the criminals, and not to deal'with them 
in a spirit of vindictiveness. 

To those who may not be familiar with our plans, and who, for 
that reason, may not be prepared to acknowledge the utility of 
such an organization, we -desire to submit some of the most pro- 
minent evils which exist, and the remedies which have been and 
are still sought to be applied to their correction: 

1. Detentions of alleged criminals, — It will be readily conceded 
that some are improperly charged; that some, while innocent, are 
in danger of being condemned by false or vindictive witnesses, 
through inadvertence, or for want of the aid of honest lawyers; 
that some are stripped of all they possess by " shysters," without 
receiving any beneficial services in return ; and that some^ by 
reason of circumstances difficult to be explained at the time of 
conviction, are made to suffer punishments which might be pro- 
perly mitigated, if the matters in extenuation were reliably 
brought to the riotice of the court, but which, owing to the fears, 
confusion, or friendless situation of the accused, cannot be fur- 
nished without timely aid, volunteered on the spot, 

2. Prison discipline. — It is well known, that |n some detention 
prisons at* least (but it would be safe to say in nearly all of them), 
it is quite common to confine prisoners under ajccusation and be- 
fore conviction, although innocent, in the saipe quarters, and 
under the same restraints, and in the same cell8,|with those justly 
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convicted ; that witnesses are confined there for the want of bail, 
and are thus subjected to restraints and contaminating influences, 
which it is impossible, by any species of argument, to justify; 
that proper regard to cleanliness and the general sanitary condi* 
lion of the inmates of the detention prisons is often omitted, and 
that the innocent, the guilty, and the witnesses, are, in most cases^ 
alike subject to this neglect; and that in the prisons for the con- 
finement of prisoners under sentence, there is no suitable classifi- 
cation of them ; adepts in every species of infamous crimes, and 
hardened criminals, such as professional thieves, burglars and 
pickpockets, being confined and brought in close contact with first 
offenders, and convicts for minor ofiences, such as assaults and 
batteries, and other misdemeanors; and that, in some cases, cruel 
and unusual punishments are inflicted by drunken, ignorant, pas- 
sionate, unprincipled, or brutal keepers. 

3. Discharged convicts. — ^It will not be denied that ^ome of this 
class would reform, if properly enconraged, especially those whoso 
crimes may be traced to intemperate habits, want, suffering, pre- 
judice, or passion; that, in most cases, this class come from the 
prisons, on the expiration of their terms of sentence, branded as 
infamous, and cut off from the confidence and sympathy of the 
community; and that, in ^ome cases, even the most wicked and 
incorrigible criminals, when discharged, might be reclaimed. 

We might extend this catalogue of evils, and illustrate their 
enormity by a variety of cases coming under our immediate ob- 
servation, but the limits within which we feel it our duty to bring 
this appeal, will only allow the mention of the most glaring, and 
those which have been made familiar to the public, in our previous 
reports and through the press. The evils we have above enu- 
merated are so confessedly notorious, that it would be difficult to 
find any one who would venture to deny their existence. 

On a little reflection, it will not be difficult to understand that 
the discreet management of the detention and discharged cases, 
requires much skill, and occasions a great deal of trouble. Thero 
are but few men who have the patience, tact, industry, and, above 
all, the disposition, cheerfully and perseveringly, to undertake 
such labors. We are compelled to confess that there is no one in 
our Board of Managers who appears to be thus qualified, nor 
whose other engagements will permit him to perform these duties. 
If such men can be found, we will gladly welcome them to a place 
in the board. Owing to the peculiar nature of the efforts to ba 
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made, and tlie unremitted attention requisite to be bestowed in 
these cases, the employment of a general agent was necessary, and 
Mr. Abraham Beal, who has been so long connected with us in 
tliat relation, will still continue his self-sacrificing and arduous 
labors. It appears to be a duty which we owe, not to liim (be- 
cause he don't care for it), but 1o that portion of the public who 
may not know him, that we should say something of his qualificsr 
tions to hold such a position. He is eminently, and in a very 
peculiar degree, fitted for the performance of the work in which 
we are engagc'd. His experiences have been so varied and exten- 
sive, and his integrity. Christian benevolence, efficiency, and reli- 
ability so perfect, that what was once difficult of performance by 
this association, has been, through him, rendered comparatively 
easy. He has the unreserved confidence of the courts, district 
attorneys and magistrates, and to an extent which demonstrates 
his trustworthiness and influence for good, more completely than 
anything we could say in commendation of his services. He is 
quick and shrewd in his discrimination of character, prompt and 
fearless in his dealings with the authorities, and while o'erflowing 
with sj^mpathy for those who need it, he is, at the same time, a 
terror to tliose who do not deserve it. His position is one in 
which his influence might be sold, but he has never imperiled kia 
usefulness by being even as much as suspected. And, lastly, he is, 
80 far as can be discovered, insensible to flattery, but marches 
right on in the performance of his duty, regardless of praise or 
favors. With any other than suck an agent to carrj' out our plan 
of operations, we believe we could never have sustained our or- 
ganization, upon the slender amounts which have been contributed, 
nor could we, without his aid, have accomplished, under such cir- 
cumstances, one-half the good which, for several years past, his 
diaries have exhibited. Such men are rare. Let us, then, when 
we find one, sustain him and use him. 

Out of the At/ndr6d# of detention cases recorded in these diaries, 
we take tlie following, at random, for the purpose of conveying 
some idea of the nature of his eflbrts: 

No. 1. Saw a poor, wretched woman [name and residence] weep- 
ing in the Tombs, and ascertained that her husband had been 
confined the last nine days for disorderly conduct, and in default 
of |300 bail. She has five children now in want The offence ii 
trifling, as shown by the papers. The police magistrate waa seen, 
And the man's discharge obtain^. 
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. No. 2. Was convietcd of stealing a piece of ham. The assocH 
^tioD had visited her in prison, and subsequently ascertained her 
Btory to be truthful — that at the time of this petit theft herself 
aad two children were in great want. The truth was told the 
court, and her discharge recommended. She left the court-room 
Wth her children, very grateful for the mercy shown to her, and 
expressed a determined purpose to suffer rather than be found in 
such a place again. Her pressing wants were for several weeks 
supplied by the association. 

No. 3. Was charged with stealing articles valued at |6 from 
her employer. She denied the charge. Tlie only evidence against 
her was that a few buttons belonging to her were found on the 
floor near where the missing things had been kept. She was re- 
manded. To-day the association assured the court that her cha- 
racter, previous to this allegation, was good. Her discharge was 
recommended and obtained. 

No. 4. Was convicted of an assault and battery, on complaint 
of his wife, and sentenced by the court to the penitentiary for 
four months. At request of the association he was remanded 
until next court day, and the sentence withheld. To-day we 
showed, by two reliable men, for whom defendant had worked the 
last twenty-five years, that he is a sober, honest, industrious man, 
always providing a good home for his family. One of the wit- 
nesses testified that his children were pretty well grown up; one 
of them, the younger, aged sixteen, is a self-willed, obstinate girl; 
that, she kept late hours, and entertained her young friends at 
their house as late as two, three, and often to four o'clock. The 
mother was indulgent, whilst the father apprehended some evil 
would result from such indulgences; hence he determined to pre- 
vent it These and other causes have created this difficulty. The 
association then begged his discharge. The court acquiesced. 

No. 5. The District Attorney of the United States Court was 
seen in behalf of two seamen detained as witnesses for the prose- 
cution, and against the mate of ship, who stands charged with 
murder. These two men have been in the Tombs nearly seven 
inonths. One of 'these is a married man, who has not been able 
to send his family any money since he was locked up. The Mar- 
shal and District Attorney promised that they would do all they 
oonld to facilitate the trial. 

No. 6. Aged twelve years ; was taken into custody on charge 
of stealing a veil. KA fears were so powerfully wrought npoUi 
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it was deemed prudent to recommend her discharge, which wai 
granted. The probabilities are, she will never forget this circum- 
stance. 

No. 7. Was in prison, awaiting trial on his wife's complaint 
She regretted the step she had been advised to take in having him 
locked up, because of the suffering herself and children now ex- 
perienced. The association were instrumental in bringing about 
a reconciliation between them, and a solemn promise that both 
should pull one way, the right way, and both together. The re- 
corder, on recommendation of the agent, discharged him. They 
both expressed their sincere thanks. 

No. 8. Was arrested nine months singa on charge of burglary. 
Two months subsequent to his arrest, symptoms of insanity were 
exhibited by him. The association applied to the resident physi- 
cian and one of his assistants to examine him. They pronounced 
him temporarily insane from the use of strong drinks. He was 
then sent to the insane asylum on the Island. After being there 
seven months, we ascertained he is now in a much better state. 
A certificate was obtained, when an application to the district 
attorney was made that he be brought back to the City prison and 
disposed of. The complainant was seen ; he had no desire to pro- 
secute, as the offence was committed during the day. in their pre- 
sence, and when under some hallucination produced by strong 
drink. All these particulars were submitted to the court by the 
association, when the prisoner was discharged. 

No. 9. Was charged with a petit larceny. He stoutly denied 
his guilt, although the evidence seemed clear against him. He 
assured the court the witnesses were influenced by prejudice 
against him, and without any cause. The association begged that 
he might be remanded, as he represented that witnesses could be 
found who could prove him entirely innocent of the charge. 
These persons were subpoenaed, and to-day appeared in court and 
testified the defendant slept at their house, and consequently it 
was impossible for him to have committed the larceny. The re- 
corder believed their statement, and that the witnesses for the 
prosecution had been mistaken in his identity. He was immedi* 
atoly discharged. 

No. 10. Had been confined in the Tombs over a month, on a 
charge of grand larceny. The association visited him, and felt 
interested in his behalf. His story appeared truthful. He was 
believed to be innocent of this charge, xhe complainant was 
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Been and spoken to ; and the more thorough onr inquiries, the 
more satisfied were we of his entire innocence. The district at- 
torney was conferred with, and sent the case to the special ses- 
sions. When the complainant was asked to take the stand, but 
two or three questions were put. Neither he or the witnesses 
could say one word to convict the prisoner of the alleged larceny, 
when he was instantly acquitted. He called again and again to 
thank the association. 

No. 11. An inmate of Eldridge Street jail, begs the- association 
to aid and help him. He represents that he had been charged 
with an assault and battery. On the examination before a police 
justice, the complaint was dismissed. His prosecutors then com- 
menced a civil suit against him, when he was arrested and thrown 
into this prison in default of bail. He has no money, or friends 
who can assist him. We lost no time in finding the plaintiffs in 
the action. Much time was sacrificed in our attempts to convince 
them and their counsel that the defendant was unable to pay the 
costs. " We did succeed, however, in procuring his discharge, for 
which he appeared thankful to the association. This unfortunate 
man had been in the custody of the sheriff, on this contemptible 
charge, not less than one hundred and twenty-four days. 

No. 12. The Danish Consul calls to ask the aid of the associa- 
tion, in behalf of a man now confined in Eldridge Street jail, on a 
charge of smuggling two hundred cigars from on board a ship 
from Hamburgh. Tlie Marshal, the District Attorney, and the 
Collector of the port, were seen by the agent of the association, 
who called their attention to this case as one of a very insignifi- 
cant character. The prisoner's character was very good. His 
imprisonment had distracted his family sadly; they are now want- 
ing the necessaries of life. The Collector immediately ordered 
his discharge, for which they all appeared thankful. 

No. 13. These two men were convicted of assault and battery, 
and sentenced to the penitentiary for three months each. The 
didpi'oportion of the punishment to the alleged trifling offence 
committed, induced the association to ask the court to withdraw 
tlie sentence until next court, when a fuller and a fairer dtatement 
of all the facts would be submitted. Such was the case; instead 
of sending these men to the penitentiary, as at first proposed, a 
fine of $5 each was inflicted ; this latter decision was much more 
equitable and fair. 

[Assembly, No. 131. J 2 
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No. 14. Was remanded, also, last court day, on a charge of petit 
larceny. When brought up this A. M., her eyes were much swol- 
len, and she was sadly distressed; the complaint was very frivol- 
ous, and ought never to have been sent to this court. It was 
.shown that this young woman refused to remain in her situation, 
although offered an advance of wages. When they found she was 
determined to leave, this petty charge was trumped up against 
her, and on which she was arretted ; her character had been uni- 
formly good, very good, previous to this complaint. Judgment 
was suspended and she was discharged. The association imme* 
diately applied to the family and demanded her wages, which 
were promptly paid ; and the girl seemed to be very thankful. 

No. 15. Was confined in the City prison, charged with commit- 
ting a grand larceny, stealing a gold watch. The story of this 
man was so simple and apparently truthful, that we believed him 
innocent of the alleged theft. The papers were carefully ex- 
amined, which showed that complainant had lost his watch, but 
as against the defendant, it was a case of mere suspicion, on a 
very flimsy tenure. From subsequent enquiries, we found the 
watch had been taken away by a woman with whom its owner 
had cohabited ; she had, since the arrest of this poor fellow, re- 
stored the property. The attention of the district attorney was 
speedily called to this fact ; the papers were sent before the grand 
jury; no bill was found; hence the prisoner was discharged. 

No. 16. Was visited in the Tombs; he appeared to feel deeply 
sensible of the degraded condition in which he was found, charged 
with grand larceny. He had spent the evening with a relative, 
and when about to leave, had stolen his friend's gold watch. He 
frankly, and with bitter tears, acknowledged his guilt, that he 
had, in a moment of unexpected temptation, wickedly yielded to 
do wrong, and that he could never forgive himself for the disgrace 
he had brought on his own character, and the mental anguish 
produced in the minds of his family, and the heart of his mother. 
Appropriate means were taken, and this penitent young man was 
saved from the disgrace and ruin of a protracted imprisonment. 
He left the prison, evidently moved with a sense of his own folly 
and un worthiness, and expressed his best thanks to the association, 
for the timely help that had been rendered him. The following 
letter was sent to us by his mother : 

" To the Jgent of the Prison Association: Dear Sir — ^Permit mo 
to express my grateful thanks for your kind services rendered, in 
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rescuing my son from a living tomb, and myself from days and 
nights of distrepsing sorrow. I give hearty thanks to the Giver of 
every good and perfect gift, that our feeble prayers were heard 
and answered, and that means were at hand, and those successful. 
My hearty desire is, that you may be cheered in all your labors. 
My son joins me in these humble thanks, with an earnest desire 
to profit by the past, and live more careful in tlie future. 

** Thankfully yours, ." 

No. 17. Called at the office of the association to confer with its 
agent; he had been addicted to dishonest practices the last five 
years, but from several causes, such as his own physical sufferings, 
his apprehension of being severely punished in the future, if not 
in the present life, his wife's constant wretchedness and mental 
disquietude, the upbraidings of a guilty conscience, the result of 
en early religious training by his poor but pious mother, all com- 
bined to make his existence too intolerable to be borne; he had 
now made up his mind to mend his ways. He asks advice. We 
Bat down with him, counting the cost of the path liow to be pur- 
sued. He deliberately resolved, if he perished, he would become 
an honest man. The association took him by the hand, be was 
supplied with sufficient means, just to enable him to get the neces- 
saries of life, until work was provided for him; he went at it in 
earnest; his sincerity was put to the test, and he showed conclu- 
sively that he meant to reform. He did reform; the noon meet- 
ings for prayer and praise in our city, were of great advantage to 
bim; he derived great strength from them; such a change has 
been wrought in his experience, that we now have confidence in 
him, that he will characterize the honest man. We copy a letter 
addressed to the association by him, some twelve weeks subse- 
quent to the newly acquired happy experience: 

" Sir — I want to write to vou, but know not how. Permit me 
to say that I have been in this city for the last five years; my 
business was that of a professional pickpocket. All this time I 
was a stranger to happiness, although never once convicted of 
crime. I had a dread of being arrested and punished ; how I 
escaped I cannot tell ; perhaps because of my honest little wife, 
who always entreated me to steal no more. She prayed for me ; 
I think her sighs and tears to the Lord, led me first to call on you 
at your office, now about four months ago. Since then I have 
been an honest man. Many a time wo wanted bread ; my poor 
wife and child could not sleep for hunger. My old companions 
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often urged me to join tliom again, but I did not yield, and stai^ 
vation staring me in the face; no food, no coal; none but my 
Maker knows what I have suffered ; but amidst all, you kept me 
up; had I not met with you, we must have perished, or I con- 
tinued a thief. I shall never forget your kindness, your advice, 
and your prayers, and the fifty cents given to mo by Mr. C. on 
that very cold nifeht. Wo were, with our few bits of furniture, 
just out on the sidewalk. I repeat it, these things made me re- 
solve to reform ; I have stolen nothing these last four months. To 
help me in this way, I go to church, and the more I go the more I 
want to go, and whilst I am very sorry and ashamed of my past 
life, I hope God will forgive mo, and keep me, and show mo how 
I can keep right and servo him. I am more happy now than I 
ever was before. When I went to church last Sunjay week, the 
minister seemed to know all about me; he almost pointed at mo; 
I had to shift my seat; I thought it very strange. I don't yet 
fully understand what religion is, but such people appear to be 
the most happy, and I want the happy to pray for me. * I have 
lived since you set me up, as I promised you, dear sir; to prove 
grateful, I will pay back all the money you lent mo. I am now 
an honest man, and such I hope to remain. Accept my best 
thanks, and do let me look up to your association for encourage- 
ment and help. My wife's health is improved ; she left the 
hospital last Monday. I will call and consult you about our 
taking a room, as we are anxious to have our child, and commence 
housekeeping in an humble way. Please carry my sincere tliauka 
to the gentlemen of your society, for the help that has been given 
me, hoping I shall prove thankful and worthy. 

"I am, dear sir, yours, gratefully, ." 

No. 18. Was sent to the penitentiary for three months for steal- 
ing of bread. He left the prison without coat or vest. He begs 
the association to supply his wants and aid him to return to Con- 
necticut. He was furnished with suitable clothing and a small 
amount of money. 

No. 19. Says her mistress sent her away without paying to her 
the wages due to her, amountingjo $10 ; that she was discharged 
without cause or provocation. The case was investigated, and 
successful means taken to secure the girl her waiges. 

No. 20. Two respectable citizens call on the association in be- 
half (»f a young girl reputably connected, and who )iad arrived in 
this country but three weeks. She had been in<h|ced to enter 
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and engage herRcIf as chambermaid in a house of ill-fame in Mer- 
cer street, not knowing it to be of that vile character. She is 
represented to be in a distracted state of mind, and most anxions 
to get away; but tliis appears to be impossible, the abominable 
wretches having taken her clothes from her and refusing to give 
them up. An efficient officer being at our office at this interview, 
be adopted proper means to rescue her from the corrupting influ- 
ence of those destroyers. 

No. 21. Calls to say that ho is starving, and don't want to steal; 
Lis necessities drove him to sleep in the station house; there the 
captain told him of the association, and advised him to apply for 
assistance here. " Prevention," said he, " is better than cure." 
In this case we thought so too; it gave us pleasure to help him. 
We supplied his immediate wants, then found him employment. 

No. 22. Charged with grand larceny. The officer who arrested 
him recommended a lawyer; it would occupy some time to find 
him, but this he cheerfully offered to do for expenses out of pocket, 
$3. The prisoner's fears were excited. Another lawyer was in- 
troduced ; he made light of the complaint, and said, "You had 
better get bail. Give me $20, and I will secure a mau who will 
bail you out in a few hours." A bar-tender whom he had seen 
three or four times, called on him and said, **I have a friend who 
for $25 would have bailed you out; this person present, who has 
come with me, knows him well, and he could induce him to do it 
for you right away, but he would require $10." These sums were 
given to these professed friends ($58); he saw them no more. At 
length the first counsel came to his relief; he sympathized with 
him — took the balance of his funds, $25. He came up for trial; 
counsel advised him to plead guilty, when he was sentenced to 
State prison for three years. The prisoner had $95 in his posses- 
sion when arrested on this charge. This is a pretty fair specimen 
of the practical operations of the skinning and shystering of those 
fellows called Tombs lawyers. The sentence was well enough, 
.but we propose to make an effort to have ultimate justice done to 
his friends. 

These cases will give only a very limited idea of our labors. 
Hundreds of such, and of equal interest, occurring every year, 
might be mentioned. A brief record of most of the cases ex- 
amined will be found on the books of the association, the principal 
object being to preserve a reference to the facts there stated, 
should the same person be again charged with crime. When old 
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ofTorders are brought up in court, it frequently happens that thii 
association is the only source From which the court can get infer- 
mation as to their past careers, and it has come to be pretty well 
understood that where our agent does not urge a discharge or 
mitigation of punishment, it is either because he can olTer naught 
in extenuation, or because the prisoner has friends and means to 
take care of him, without our aid. We confine ourselves ahnost 
exclusively to tbe poor and friendless. The average number of 
detained (t. e. unconvicted) prisoners selected out by us for visi- 
tation is about 5,000 per annum; of which about 1,500 cases are 
found proper subjects for special investigation by this association. 
Of these about 500 complaints are discontinued by the complain^ 
ants on our advice ; and about 500 more are discharged by the 
courts on our recommendation. The number of commitments to 
the City prison in 1859, was about 40,000. 

But by far the most painfully laborious part of our efforts are 
those which are made in behalf of discharged convicts. There 
are multitudes of persons who are altogether faithless in regard 
to the propriety of &ny such efforts, and who consider them en* 
tirely useless. But our theory is, that there is no creature so do* 
based or wicked that he cannot be reclaimed — sometimes through 
the sympathies and influence of his fellow creatures, but ofteuer 
through the grace of God. The opinion seems to be formed that 
those who commit crimes, and thereby subject themselves to pun* 
ishmcnt in the penitentiary or State prison, are beyond the reach 
of all substantial improvement, if not beyond all claim upon the 
sympathies of a moral and christian community. Yes, the greater 
part of the world, and a large proportion of the church, are very 
apt to look upon all convicted persons in the same light, as utterly 
depraved, as hopelessly fallen. This, we think, is a sad mieiake, 
if not an uncharitable and wicked conclusion, for it is a well as- 
certained fact that many of the convicts discharged from our 
State prisons, repent of the crimes they have committed, go and 
sin no more, and in despite of all obstacles, persevere in living 
honest lives. 

The truth is, that the discharged convict is an unfortunate fel- 
low-creature, needing our pity and our friendly commisseration ; 
though guilty and fallen, he has yet a heart to feel, and the effect 
of human sympathy and christian kindness, may be to touch some 
chord of the soul which has refused to vibrato to harsher soundsi 
or to call into exercise some remaining portion of hamanity which 
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lias hitherto Iain dormant, under the withering influence of neg' 
lect, or bad associations, followed by some criminal offense, and 
the arbitrary administration of justice. 

In. connection witli our labors we have witnessed many pleasing 
illustrations of the magical power of kindness, and we give the 
following as an instance, condensed from the diary of Mr. Beal : ' 

A poor, crushed, desolate creature, called at our office and 
atated that he bad been confined in one of our State prisons dur- 
ing the last five years ; after giving us his entire history, bogged 
that he might be provided with work at anything and anywhere; 
that he could not seek it himself as every one seemed to look upon 
bim as a ** State prison bird." He said, imploringly, ** please 
furnish me with employment, and I solemnly promise neither to 
disgrace myself nor bring discredit on you or the Association.'' 
We delicately hinted that his clothes were unsuitable ; we handed 
him a small looking-glass, and never shall we forget the effect pro- 
duced. He stood aghast, and almost petrified. After recovering' 
the shock he wept most distressingly. When asked what had pro- 
duced such painful emotions, he replied, ** I have not seen myself 
in a looking glass the last five years and four months; I well re- 
member what I was then, and oh! what am I now? a discharged 
convict, and everybody knows me to be such 1" It is true, hig 
appearance was most sadly against him. We spoke words of 
kindness to him ; he was taken into an adjoining room to our of- 
fice where he had a good wash ; he was then furnished with a de- 
cent shirt and a suit of clothes; we tied a black silk handkerchief 
about his neck. This act overwhelmed him and he wept convul* 
rively. After the lapse of half an hour's friendly conversation, 
we were delighted to see hope beaming in his eye; whilst he felt 
encouraged to thank God, the Prison Association proved to him 
an ark of safety. We were enabled to place this poor fellow in 
a place of work at a dollar a day, and he has called upon us three 
or four times since our first interview. He says he- never shall 
forget that day when the handkerchief was tied around his neck. 
He observed, " I shall never steal again, for I always carry that 
handkerchief with me.'' 

Mankind are very slow to give up their faith in the principle of 
physical force. We are too apt to think it necessary for the cor- 
rection and discipline of men. AH civilized nations have been 
▼ery tardy in abandoning their faith in force. The proposal tor 
settle quarrels by peaceful means is still too often held to-be Uto- 
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pian. We have been so Irained and educated into the belief of 
the efficacy of force, that we can scarcely imagine it possible that 
the framework of society could be kept together upon any other 
principle. 

There are some, however, who entertain the belief that system- 
atic coercion begets blind rcHistanco, and that if we put down 
children or men by violent methods, we only call forth a spirit of 
rebellion, which breaks out in violent d^eds of hatred, vice and 
crime. In the history of the world we think we see most clearly 
a demonstration of the failure of physical force. If we would 
make men better and happier, we should employ a greater and 
more beneficent force, viz., the power of gentleness, the power of 
kindness. In the instances in which this power has been fairly 
tried, how magical have been the effects produced I Humane and 
gentle methods of treating men, whether in prison or out of prison, 
have never, in any case or under any circumstances, produced re- 
sistance or rebellion; have never made them worse, but, in all 
cases, have made them better. Kindness is a constraining power. 
It elevates and civilizes all who are brought under its influence* 
It indicates faith in man, and without faith in roan's better na- 
ture, no better methods of treatment will improve him. Distrust 
of men makes them vicious and criminal; and continued distrust 
keeps them so. Hence our jails, penitentiaries and state prisons, 
when regarded merely as places of punishment, are very expen- 
sive arrangements, and of doubtful utility. 

We might illustrate the power of kindness in many w-ays. In 
thef training of children we can resort, as a general rule, to en- 
couragement, gentleness and good example, with better success 
than to the employment of the rod. It has been found, too, that 
in the treatment of lunatics the law of kindness is the only means 
which can be successfully, used in their government and control. 
A visit to our Lunatic Asylum, on Blackwell's Island, will con- 
vince the most skeptical of the superiority of the principle of 
kindness over that of harshness. 

This principle is capable of extensive application. In every 
relationship of man, kindness will produce the same beneficial re- 
sults. It draws out the better part of every nature, disarming 
resistance, dissipating angry passions, and melting the hardest 
hearL It overcomes the evil and strengthens the good. In a 
word, then, let us say, apply it with all its power in our prisons 
everywhere. TheOf and not till then, can we reasonably hope to 
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them moral hospitals^ and their afflicted inmates restored to 
moral health. We repeat that wo should extend to our prisons 
abundant and appropriate moral appliances. **Then will the 
hearts of the disobedient be turned to the wisdom of the just,". 
and the hardened culprit will feel constrained to reform; un- 
healthy and inhuman punishments will be numbered among the 
things that were, and there will be less apprehension or proba- 
bility, when he is restored to liberty, of a relapse into crime. 

We still avow ourselves the friends of the discharged convict. 
Our sympathies and anxious solicitude in his or her behalf, remain 
unabated. During the last three years we have more than ever 
felt that they have strong claims upon us. Our labors in this de- 
partment were often of a very trying and embarrassing character; 
but, prompted as we have been by a sense of duty, by love to 
God and towards our neighbor, we have steadily endeavored to 
perform the work faithfully. We have labored hopefully and 
with earnest fidelity to benefit these erring ones in body, mind 
and circumstances. They come from our respective prisons often, 
very often, cast down, well nigh crushed, hopeless and dejected, 
almost in irretrievable ruin. We try to inspire and light up the 
spark of hope within them. Often beyond our limited means do 
we assist them and sustain them until a place of work, away from 
city life and its powerful temptations, is obtained. And should 
the question be whispered, do they ever reform? Thank God, 
they do. It is our joy and rejoicing to witness their reformation. 
We also cheerfully bear testimony that but very few of those we 
select from the hundreds who call upon us for counsel, advice, 
and pecuniary aid, are again found guilty of a repetition of crime. 
We are obliged, however, to acknowledge some exceptions to this 
rule, and this has happened, in most cases, because our pecuniary 
means have been at times literally nothings and for that reason we 
have not been able to afford them subsistence until we could find 
employment for them. 

The following are a few cases selected from the diary of Mr. 
Beal, to illustrate the nature of our labors in this department : 

No. 1. Convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced lor one year 
to the penitentiary, calls to-day, almost perished with cold, re- 
gretting his past wicked conduct, and promising to live honestly 
ia the future. The Association furnished him with more suitable 
clothing, and provided employment for him. 

No. 2. Had been in the penitentiary four months; ho calls, ask- 
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ing advice and help; the last few months have been the most 
wretched of his life ; he promises to keep out of bad corapanj. 
We regard this ca.^e as very hopeful. The Association furnished 
him with suitable clothing, found him employment, gave him a 
biblo, and urged him to read it. 

No. 3. Called, out of situation, and said what to do he knev 
not; he had been discharged from prison three months, since 
which he has had but nine days' work ; he was forced to leave hia 
boarding house yesterday, and has had nothing to eat since. Tem- 
porary assistance was rendered him until work was provided. 

No. 4. Was convicted of grand larceny, on her own confession, 
and sentenced to Sing Sing Prison for two years and three months. 
She had lived with a respectable family. On one occasion she 
was invited to a ball : the daughter of the lady with whom she 
lived was from home, when she took from the drawer a broach, 
merely to wear to this gathering. On her return home, after mid- 
night, her cousin insisted on having said broach, and playfully 
took it with him; before it could be restored it was missed. The 
girl left the house and repaired to the house of her cousin, but hei 
was at his employment. On her way thither an officer pursued 
and arrested her. She told her story with truthfulness and with- 
out prevarication. The cousin was found. He admitted having 
the article, was arrested, and subsequently discharged. The poor 
girl called at the office with a letter of recommendation from the 
matron and chaplain; a situation was immediately found for her 
with a family connected with the association. She is doing very 
well. 

No. 5. On her own confession, was convicted and sentenced to 
Sing Sing prison for two years, on charge of grand larceny. She 
says she could not at present return to her native town. The mat- 
ron advised her to throw herself on the sympathy and protection 
of the Prison Association. She was placed in a situation without 
delay, at $5 per month. There she behaved well, was sober, hon- 
est, and industrious. Her wages she kept until she possessed the 
means to reach l.er home. The Association wrote to her frienda. 
They invited and urged her to return, promising her a hearty 
welcome. 

No. 6. Was convicted of forgery in the fourth degree. He be- 
ing a youth, and evidently inexperienced in crime, the Associatior 
wrote to his former employers in a distant city. They certified tc 
his good conduct whilst; he was in their employ. These latterv 
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were submitted to the court, which influenced the recorder to be 
lenient towards him. Instead of sending him to State prison, he 
was sent to the penitentiary for twelve months. He calls on ue 
now to present his sincere thanks for being instrumental in saving- 
him from the brand of a Sing Sing convict, and to say he hopes 
to avoid bad company in the future ; then shall he be able to look 
after his best interests. We advised his immediate return to his 
home, to the residence of his parents. He reluctantly, and yet 
thankfully, availed himself of a free passage, afler the Association 
bad clothed him decently. His greatest fear was to meet hii 
mother. 

No. 7. On his own confession, was convicted of grand larceny. 
He was sentenced for two years to Sing Sing prison. He says, up 
to this time, he was regarded as a young man of high moral 
tone. He had lent money to a man whom he believed to be hon- 
est, but in the end he found, to his bitter experience, that his hard 
earnings were all lost — he had cajoled him out of the sum he had 
lent. In a paroxysm of anger, he went and took some property 
which he believed to have been purchased with his money, and 
for which he was punished. This young man was enabled, by the 
Association, to go west, and is now doing well. 

No. 8. Was convicted of burglary in the third degree, and sen. 
tenced to Slate prison for two years. This young man calls on 
the Association after the expiration of his sentence and asks pe- 
cuniary aid, by which ho may be enabled to go south. He is the 
son of pious parents, members and ofi&cers of a christian church. 
He says if he had followed their counsels and examples, all would 
have been well; but he despised remonstrance and reproof, and 
formed evil associations, which brought him to ruin. He regrets 
the past, and pledges himself to avoid the first step in the wrong 
direction. The Association advanced him the sum required to 
enable him to reach the place named. It is our happiness to know 
that he is now doing well. 

No. 9. Calls on the Association, and says: '*I was tried and 
convicted of burglary in the third degree, and sentenced to State 
prison for ten years. After being a prisoner nearly three years, 
the judge who tried me was convinced of my innocence — like a 
just judge, he immediately applied to the Executive to pardon 
me. I was released, and although only an act of justice, I feel 
thankful to our good Governor. ]My object in calling, he says, on 
the Association, is to beg of them, if it be possible, to send me on 
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to Massaclinsetts." He was introduced to the chairman of the 
executive crmmittee, who happened at that moment to enter the 
office. He was instrumental in sending him on at a reduced fare 
which we paid. 

No. 10. Was convicted of assault and battery with intent to do 
some bodily liarm, and sentenced to Sing Sing for two years and 
six months. He says : *' I sliull never forget that my sentence was 
a very severe one. Drink was the cause of this quarrel ; my pros- 
ecutor abused me most shamefully. Whether he struck me first I 
know not, but in the muss, I threw a pitcher at him. I think the 
punishment inflicted by the court on me should have been divided 
between us 5 that would most certainly be fair play." The Asso- 
ciation were enabled to put this man to work, and he is now doing 
well. 

No. 11. Was sentenced to State prison for two years; he so 
conducted himself ^here as to secure the approval of all the offi- 
cers. He says he was guilty of grand larceny, but that it was bis 
first offence; he seems sincere in his purposes, that it shall be the 
last^ He doubted tlie truths of the fiible until the last fifteen 
months; should nothing more result from his being confined in a 
prison, he thinks his change of heart will more than compensate 
for all he has suffered, and that was considerable. The Associar 
tion furnished him witii suitable garments, then sent him into the 
country, and introduced him to employment. 

No. 12. Was convicted of two burglaries, and sentenced to 
State prison for twenty-one years. Ho served out every hour of 
his sentence. He says he is a shoemaker by trade. "On the eve- 
ning of these robberies, a man, an entire stranger, came into my 
house to g<*t his boots repaired, and whilst I was at work upon 
them, he talked of the difficulties of the laboring poor, and the 
selfishness of the rich, until I became envious and discontented, 
being very poor at that time, the result of several losses and other 
circumstances. When the boots were repaired he put them on, 
and then urged me to go out and take a drink. I complied; we 
took several glasses: On our return, he said he was going to raise 
the wind; he asked me to accompany him; we walked until twelve 
o'clock, when he showed mo what he was about to do. I went 
-with him, and Nve did the jobs one after the other, but we were 
arrested, tried and sentenced for twenty-one years. I was used 
tolerably well during the long term of my severe punishment. 
This was my first ofience ; I am now on my way to , but my 
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baggage is at the pier, and they demand of me $3.25 as freight, 
and I have not enough to pay it. My poor, faithful wife lijv*^ gone 
on — what shall I do?" The freight agent was seen, and Ihja cir- 
cumstances partially told him, and he kindly permitted him to 
take away his baggage. The Association then rendered him some 
pecuniary help, and ho went on his way, not rejoicing, (for he 
never will rejoice again), but thankful that he had found a friend 
in his need. The poor fellow cannot last long. 

No. 13. Was tried and convicted of assault and battery, with 
intent to kill, and sentenced to Sing Sing for seven years. He 
worked in the shook shop whilst there ; his hand was caught in 
the machinery, two of his fingers and a portion of his thumb and 
hand were torn off, and he disabled for life. He calls here to day 
and says he received a severe punishment for the offence ; but for 
strong drink it never could have happened. At a liquor store he 
and several others quarelled ; from words they went to blowst 
when he found himself on the ground or floor and two men whip- 
ping him; he drew out his knife and cut one of them, for which 
he was punished for seven long years. He comes out to-day, after 
a long captivity, with $4, the sum allowed by the State, a crushed 
and almost ruined man. The Association labored industriously to 
find hiin work, but were unsuccessful, ho. being crippled in the 
hand. A trifle of money was advanced him, and subsequently a 
hand-cart was furnished him. He is now peddling and doing com- 
fortably ; he often calls to show himself, and express his grateful 
thanks for what has been done for him. 

No. 14. Was convicted of grand larceny on her own confession, 
and sentenced for two years to Sing Sing prison. She says : ** When 
I first went to live out at service, my character was very good^ 
and for several months it remained so, until I became familiarly 
acquainted with a girl in the house whoso habits were very bad. 
I soon followed that example, and especially as regards dress and 
visiting thoso whose external appearances were superior to my 
own. My wages were inadequate to gratify my pride, hence I be- 
gan to pilfer, and at length I was charged with stealing a gold 
watch and chain from my employer, valued at $150, a silk dress 
pattern, and several other articles, and I was arrested, when th 
whole of the articles were restored except the gold watch." The 
uniform practice of the Association is to ascertain of the accused, 
immediately on their arrest, the whereabouts of the stolen prop- 
erty, and, if possible, to influence its restoration. The interroga- 
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tory was put to this poor girl : " Was not the watch restored ?*• 
She jm)lied no. Did you pledge it ? No. Did you in no way 
dism^e of it ? No. Then you must now have it. She wept and 
replied, I know where it is ; I wish I had never taken it ; I will 
never, no, never be guilty of such a thing again. Are you Bin- 
cere ? She said, with copious tears, I am. Then fetch roe that 
watch. She left ouroflSce and soon returned with it. It was our 
pleasure, on thanksgiving day, to restore the complainant his val- 
uable gold watch. He appeared very much gratified, and thanked 
#U8 very heartily. We then suggested the propriety of making her 
some reward for this evidence of her contrition and reformation, 
and urged him, now that all his property had been restored, that 
he make her some acknowledgment, as such a step on his part, 
would encourage her in her purposes to do better. He conceded 
that this would be well, and promised to call. We have, subse- 
quent to this interview, sent him the watch key, with a few lines 
reminding him of his engagement, but no reward has yet reached 
this office. We are glad to bear testimony to the excellent char- 
acter of this y^oung woman since her discharge from prison. She 
resides with a family who are acquainted with her case and'deg- 
radation, and who now delight to witness daily, her uniform, moral 
conduct. Her employers when speaking of her, sa3% " Would 
that all our help everywhere were like her, except in her never to 
be forgotten and bitter experience of the past." Her reformation 
we believe is, and will manifest itself to be, of a very permanent 
character. 

No. 15. Was convicted of burglary, and sent to Sing Sing State 
prison for eight years and six months; ho served out the whole of 
his term, and, on his discharge, called on the agent of the Asso- 
ciation, who took a deep interest in him and helped him. On hia 
return home, he wrote the following letter : 

** , August 11, 1850. 

** Dear and Honored Sir: — With pleasure I take this favorable 
opportunity of writing these few lines to yoiu, to let you know 
that I am well, and hoping that these few lines may find yon en- 
joying the same great blessing. Dear sir, I aib happy for the op- 
portunity of acknowledging my grateful thankW to you for the fa- 
vor and benefit your goodness did confer upon \me by enabling roe 
to get away home at so cheap a rate. After I lleft your office, on 
the third of this month, I went down in Greenwich street, and 

' ft 

there I obtained a ticket for five dollars ; I rect^ived it with thank- 
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folness, for I was so anxious to got homo to my dear parents, I 
left New York on the fifth of this month, and on tlio seventh I 

reached D . I stopped in the village over Sunday with a Mr. 

D , and went to tlie Episcopal church in the afternoon, to hear 

the little children sing; and on the same afternoon I went to the 
Presbyterian church, and there it was, for the first time in all my 
life, I had the pleasure of hearing the Word of God preached, 
and to be in my right mind, and to have my liberty, and to see 
how everybody treated me, it made my poor heart truly thankful 
to Him who has thus blessed me with this great and blessed privi- 
lege, which I pray God to enable me to ever be grateful for. I 
must now turn to the history of my journey. On Monday, the 
eighth of this month, I reached my home a little after sun setting. 
I came to the gate of my father's house, and there I met one of 

my sisters. I asked her if Mr. L lived there ; she said yes, 

be did, and, saying that, she ran into the house, ilnd who should 
come to the door but niy dear mother and brother. No son was 
ever received with more joy than I was; my mother kissed me; 
my brother took me by the arm and led me into the kitchen where 
my father and the rest of the family were at supper. My father 
was very glad to see me. So after we had talked a little, my 
father went to bed, then mother took the family Bible and read a 
chapter, after which my mother, brother and sister, and myself, 
fell down upon our knees and offered thanks to God for His great 
mercy toward me, in sparing my life to meet my parents once 
more — the first time that I ever prayed with my family in all my 
life. You may imagine what my feelings were for this great and 
blessed privilege. I have three sisters, one brother, and mother, 
who believe in the blessed Jesus, and now we are all praying for 
our father and one brother, who are still out of the Ark of Safety. 
Please, Mr, Beal, remember my poor father in your prayers. My 
mother and sisters are just gone to see a person baptized ; they 
wished me to go along with them, but I bad some tallow to see to 
which I am trying out. I have been in the harvest field since I 
have been home and helped father to get in his wheat. My father 
has a very large farm, but his crops are very poor on account of 
the frost which they have had here. My father has given my 
brother and me the privilege of going into the wood and cutting 
down the hemlock trees for the purpose of obtaining the bark, 
which is worth twenty shillings a cord. If I had only learned 
some trade while I was there, my father would have given me a 
•tart, but having none that I could work at, I suppose I%Il«]LV\xV4^ 
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to learn one, or else live at home, whicli I can do if I wish. If 
you should see Mr. Lnckey, please give my best love to him, and 
please write to me, if you can make it convenient, and direct your 
letter to # # # # I must give thanks to you once more be- 
fore I close my letter, and trust that I may ever remain your 
humble servant, ." 

To Mr. Abraham Beal, No. 15 Centre street. New York city. 

The above cases exhibit the class and character of those per- 
sons with whom we daily come in contact. Many discharged pris- 
oners from our State prisons, county jails, penitentiaries, and va^ 
rious courts, come to us prostrated in character, mind, body and 
estate, and all requiring advice, admonition and counsel, and they 
apply to us, hungry and almost naked, without friend or home. 
With small means, well husbanded, wo have done our best to re- 
lieve the pressing necessities of the most abject of them. We 
have given bread to the starving, and such garments as were sent 
us by the kindness of friends, were cheerfully bestowed. The 
greatest caution has been observed. We cannot relieve them all, 
and therefore we give special attention to alleviating the dis- 
tresses of those whose reformation we have strong hopes of ef- 
fecting. The indolent and apparently incorrigible, with the con- 
firmed inebriate, are sent empty away. As a fixed rule, we hold 
it impossible to help those who cannot or will not help themselves. 

To give money to aid in those efforts, is the easiest part of it. 
To find men willing to undertake them personally, is indeed diffi- 
cult. We know something ought to bo done for these poor crea- 
tures, and the reader of this appeal will confess that he ought to 
do something (/* Ae ca/». Well, what can he do? Will he give 
his name, his influence, his personal exertions, or his money. We 
will thankfully accept either, and entreat him to aid us in any 
way he can, if it be nothing more than a few articles of cast-off 
clothing. 

To carry out the affairs of the Association successfully, it re- 
quires about $5,000 per annum, whereas, during the past few years 
our contributions have not reached half that sum — probably for 
the reason that our appeals have not been made with sufficient 
earnestness. Contributions of money or clothing may be sent to 
William C. Oilman, Jr., treasurer. No. 18 Mercl puts' Exchange; 
or to Abraham Beal, general agent, No. 15 Centre street. 
By order of the executive committee, 

JOHN H. QRISCOM, Chairman. 

James C. HoldsNi S%tr%tar^^ 

i 
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DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 

No. 1. Calls at tbe office of the association and begs tLem to 
enable him to reach the country, where he has friends who will 
place him in employment. He left the penitentiary this morning, 
and, as he says, never more to return ; to secure a happy new year, 
lie promises to live an upright life. The association furnished 
him with a warm garment or two, and a small sum to pay his fare 
away. 

No. 4. Sixteen women called at the office to-day from the peni- 
tentiary, work-house and other institutions, in great distresst 
starving with cold and hunger, several of them were slaves of in" 
temperance. The most hopeful were carefully selected and aided. 

No. 5. Was convicted of petit larceny and sentenced to the 
penitentiary for three months, he says '* that he never had such a 
time of it before, and under no circumstances will he again.'' He 
was temporarily aided. 

Nob. 7 and 8 were convicted of passing a counterfeit $20 bill, 
knowing it to be such. They were sentenced to the State prison 
for five years each. No. 7 calls on us to-day, and says he thinU 
the punishment was too severe, for he had never been in prison 
before ; he was, at the time, a novice in crime ; No. 8 gave him the 
bill to pass, whether he knew it to be a bad one No. 7 cannot say. 

He was used pretty well, was showered but once, he thinks that^ 
a very hurtful mode of punishment, he cannot believe such treat- 
ment effects a moral change in any man. 

He received $4 from the State when he left He says, " the 
idea of living five years in a State prison, and of painful servi- 
tude, is bad enough, but to be disowned, shunned and abandoned 
by those who seemed to love you (previous to this calamity) is 
worse than all." He came out of prison at a very unpropitious 
season, it was not possible to obtain him employment; his heart 
was well nigh broken. He resolved to leave the city. 

The association rendered him assistance, and encouraged him to 
be of good cheer. We have subsequently ascertained he is doing 
well. 
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No. 8. Was convicted of grand larceny, stealing a horse, and 
sentenced to Sing Sing prison for three yearn. He worked in hat 
shop, and labored successfully to secure the good will of the offi* 
cers. Ho calls on the association and asks them to find him em- 
ployment. He says, " nothing shuU induce him to go astray from 
right paths, he lias learned some useful lessons from his past sad 
experience." The association enabled him to travel awa}^ to a 
distant city. We have since ascertained he is doing well, work- 
ing industriously for an honest livelihood. 

No. 9. Was tried and convicted of false pretence, and sentenced, 
by the recorder, for two years to Sing Sing prison. He says that 
this was bis first offence: he was, at this time, a thoughtless, giddy 
youth, and, but for bad advisers, he thinks he would not have 
committed himself. He determines to live an honest life for the 
future. 

Assistance was rendered him, by which means he reached the 
residence of his mother. 

No. 10. Seventeen deplorable women called at the oflBce to-day, 
asking advice, clothing, money and situations, they were a most 
miserable group of degraded fallen creatures. The Home, and all 
other institutions, would refuse to admit them, except the wort 
house. We regretted our inability to do them any good. 

No. 11. Was convicted of an attempt at burglary in the 3d 
degree, he was sentenced to the penitentiary for one year. This 
offence was the result of intemperance, and it was the first diahon- 
est act ever attributed to him. 

His wife, already seriously aiQicted, had been rendered much 
worse by this event, and his little family had suffered very seriously. 

All these circumstances were submitted, by the association, to 
the court, and which had providentially saved him from the State 
prison. 

On his release he calls to express his heartfelt thanks for the 
timely aid rendered to him, and promises to avoid the use of 
everything that would tend to make him do wrong. 

The association furnished him with suitable clothing, and sus- 
tained him, with trifles of money, until Be obtained a berth on 
board a schooner belonging to a distant State. He left us appa« 
rently grateful for the help afforded him. 

No. 12. Was convicted of an attempt at burglary in the 3d 
degree, on his own confession, and was sentenced for two years to 
State prison. 
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He says be had been out of employ and was near starving, of 
he should not have thought of such a thing. 

We were enabled to introduce him to work, he has since done 
well. 

No. 18. Was convicted of petit larceny, and sentenced to the 
penitentiary for six months. 

He comes out to-day and calls at our office, and says that he was 
under the influence of strong drink, or he could not have com- 
niitted a theft. He admits stealing a case of surgical instruments 
which were pledged for twenty shillings, and that he spent the 
money on rum. From what he heard in the chapel on the island 
on the Sabbath, he was resolved to live a sober life, and become 
an altered man. 

The landlord with whom they have lived the last two years, had 
permitted his wife to occupy a lumber room on the top of the 
bouse, rent free. They are now there, without bed, bedding, food 
or money, wrapping themselves up by night, during this inclement 
season, with an old awning, on the floor, and in danger of not only 
losing, even their only candle by the rats^ but of being bitten 
themselves by those hungry and unwelcome guests. 

The association supplied their pressing wants, furnished them 
with a few useful articles and warm clothing. They also prevailed 
upon them both to abstain from drink, when their circumstances 
soon improved. 

No. 19. Was tried at Albany and convicted of grand larceny, 
stealing from prosecutor his pocket-book, containing $40. She 
was sentenced to Sing Sing prison for two years. She solemnly 
declares that she was not guilty of the charge. 

She comes to the association, asking them to send her on to her 
friends who will take care of her. Sl^ would not have come to 
New York but she expected to meet her husband here. 

One of the railroad company's, with their characteristic libe- 
rality, favored her with a free passage. We have since heard she 
IS doing well. 

No. 22. Was convicted, on his own confession, of attempting to 
pass a $3 counterfeit bill, knowing it to be such. 

He was sentenced to State prison for two years. He Ba}'8 he 
was too late for the morning cars, hence his dinner in the village, 
bis fare down, his meals, cost him three shillings each, his bed, 
60 cents; his finances were reduced to nine shillings, a sum insuf- 
ficient to reach Pennsylvania. 
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One of tbo railroad compaDies were applied to by the associar 
tion who granted him a free pass. Whilst be thanked us for the 
favor done him, we showed him a more economical way of starting 
life, with a capital of four dollars, the sum given him by the State 
when released from prison. 

No. 24. Forty-seven men and women from our respective county 
jails and penitentiaries called to-day at our office, asking relief. 
Thirty-four wore sent empty away, with a poor treasury we did 
our best. 

No. 27. A noble looking fellow calls at the office and saytf' he 
needs a friend. He was arrested on charge of taking a walking 
cane not his own, and was sentenced for three months to the peni- 
tentiary. 

His friends are respectable and wealthy, they think him profit- 
ably employed in Albany, he wishes to reach there, he is Bure 
they know nothing of his degradation, he says he had often been 
in tbo clutches of the police before, under the influence of wine, 
but then he had sufficient small cash to secure his lodgment at hit 
hotel. 

We were enabled to assist him and send him to the place desig- 
nated. 

No. 28. Left Sing Sing some few months since, she was recom- 
mended to the association by the matron. She now calls to say 
her health bad been bad all the winter, consequently she was 
driven to pledge her clothes to provide medicine, &c. 

A situation is now presented, but she cannot accept it, having 
no means to redeem her garments. 

The association cheerfully lent her a sum sufficient to get oat 
her clothing and to take the situation offered, for which, she wept 
with joy. ^ 

No. 29. Gomes from the penitentiary, where he had been an 
inmate the last two months, on charge of petit larceny. He ar- 
rived in this city eleven we.eks since from Liverpool, by ship 
Henry Clay. The complainant, an old friend of his, accompanied 
him, after being here but four days, he borrowed fifteen shillings, 
English money, and two shirts of the other. One of the seamen 
knew of this circumstance, and he advised him (the lender) to 
secure the repayment of the loan, and the return of his shirts, by 
taking charge of the other's bag, containing his clothes, &c., the 
sailor assisted him in fetching said bag to his boarding housei 
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where they (the two old friends) had put up, when they were 
arrested for the alleged petit larceny. 

The sailor was discharged, this poor fellow who had loaned the 
other fifteen shillings, was sent to the penitentiary, although his 
old and mistaken friend begged he might not be punished. 

The association provided him a permanent situation on a farm. 

No. 30. Was sentenced for thirty days to the city prison on 
complaint of the person with whom she had lived as help nearly 
four months. 

After her release from prison she called, at request of agent, 
nt the rooms of the association, to confer with him in relation to 
this affair, and the equitable claim she had against this person for 
wages due her. 

The facts are, that she had lived in their service for one month, 
without any stipulation as to wages, then it was agreed that |5 
per month wages should be paid her. She stayed with them for 
four months without receiving any payment. On the other hand, 
she had lent them two dollars. Finding she could not get her 
wages, after giving due notice she left. Making frequent calls for 
the same without success, after the lapse of several weeks she 
commenced suit in a civil court for its recovery. The hearing was 
postponed for one week, when a charge of petit larceny was 
trumped up against her. She was arrested, convicted and sen- 
tenced as aforesaid for thirty days. 

The association, through its agent, thought he understood this 
case pretty accurately, hence he commenced suit against him fi r 
the wages. A verdict in favor of the claim was given by the 
court. After a good deal of juggling, and the issue of an execu- 
tion, the demand was paid and costs of court. 

Had this party been in better circumstances a suit would have 
been instituted against them for faUe imprisonment and damages. 

No. 33. Calls to say he has served three months in the peniten- 
tiary, and but for the influence of ^he association, in his behalf, 
the term would have been much longer. 

He insinuates that the police officer told some untruths of him, 
which ho cannot forgive. 

The association enabled him to reach a distant town, where he 
had previously worked for eight years. His letters showed this, 
and that he stood well when he left it. 

No. 34. Says he has been in the penitentiary for four months, 
and that bo found it a very hard road to travel, so hard that he 
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will avoid it, and the various roads which lead there. The asso- 
ciation sent him to work in the country. 

No. 35. Left Sing Sing prison two years since. She calls to 
inform us that she had been confined to her bed with erysipelas, 
and although much improved, is even now in a bad state of health, 
and unable to do anything toward the support of herself and 
children. 

Her pressing wants were cheerfully relieved by the association. 
We regretted that our treasury would not permit us to give her a 
^10 bill, she having commended herself to our sympathies by her 
uniform, sober, honest and industrious habits, since her release. 

No. 36. Was fined by the court, for an alleged assault and bat- 
tery, $25 The association ascertained the case really was not as 
bad as had been represented. He was a sailor; his ship was 
hauled out in the stream, his clothes were oti board, if kept in 
prison his loss would be great, under the circumstances the court 
was urged to remit the fine and let him go. 

Tlie court favorably regarded the application of the association, 
and discharged him. 

The sailor almost danced with joy. 

No. 37. During this day, Saturday, thirty-nine persons, many 
of them we had seen before, and all from our various prisons, 
called at our office cold and hungry, but evidently indolent, intem- 
perate and in ruins. 

What a sickening spectacle I most of them were sent empty 
away. 

No. 38. Was convicted of bigamy, marrying three wives. He 
was sentenced to the State prison, at Sing Sing, for five years. 
He served out every hour of his term, was fortunate in securing 
the favor of his keepers ; he conformed to the very letter of the 
prison rules, hence he had no extra punishment. 

His first wife now forgives his unfaithfulness, he feels it his doty 
to return to her, and provide for her in the best way he can, and 
to forsake all others. He is glad to say a place of work is pro* 
vided for him, and as drink was the cause of all his past troubles, 
^e pledges himself neither to touch, taste or handle it. 

No. 39. Served his term of four months on the island, and calls 
to say he is sick and tired of living a rough and tumble life. 

He seems to be sorry for the past, and promises to live a becom- 
ing, industrious, sober, honest life. The association gave him a 
diirt, pants and a little change. 
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Od the following day we introduced him to work a few miles 
away from the city. 

No. 41. Was sentenced to the penitentiary for four months on 
charge of petit larceny. He says that he had been going the 
downward road to ruin some six weeks previous to his arrest. Hd 
appears to be sincere in his purposes to live a better life. He has 
been well cared for in bis younger days. 

The association ascertained a former employer would give him 
work in the country. He was furnished with a few useful articles 
of clothing and facilities to return, for which he expressed his 
grateful thanks. 

No. 42. Was discharged from State prison where he served a 

term of seven years on charge of felonious assault and battery. 

He felt anxious to do a little business as a pedlar of vegetables, &0i 

The association enabled him to buy a hand-cart and to begin. 

We are glad to say he is earning an honest livelihood. 

No. 43. Was in a county jail for nearly three months, on, as he 
says, a false charge, he was tried and acquitted. 

He comes on here and asks the association to procure him work 
as a sailmaker. We supplied him with a little money and fur- 
nished him a few necessary garments, and within a week intro- 
duced him to employment. 

No. 46. Was indicted for burglary in the third degree, there 
were other indictments against him, he plead guilty to two and 
was sentenced to Sing Sing prison for five years on each. Hd 
was discharged yesterday, after serving out the term of ten years. 
He says he was not a thief by nature, bad company induced him 
to give up work because it did not pay. He now asks the asso- 
ciation to find him employment. He was sustained until employed. 
No. 47. Was tried in court of General Sessions on charge of 
grand larceny, he was convicted and sentenced for two years to 
State prison. 

On his return to New York, he calls at our office and begs we 
will procure him a situation. Suitable clothing was given hin^ 
and money for a pair of shoes. The association subsequently 
found a place for him in which he promises neither to disgrace na 
nor himself. 

No. 48. Whom we first met in Jefferson market prison, and 
whose discharge we were instrumental in procuring, calls to day 
respectably attired, and says that khe has lived in a respectable 
family in a popular watering place since; and that she feels de> 
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will avoid it, and the various roads which lead there. The asso- 
ciatioD sent him to work in the country. 

No. 35. Left Sing Sing prison two years since. She calls to 
inform us that she had been confined to her bed with erysipelas, 
and although much improved, is even now in a bad state of health, 
and unable to do anything toward the support of herself and 
children. 

Her pressing wants were cheerfully relieved by the association. 
We regretted that our treasury would not permit us to give her a 
^10 bill, she having commended herself to our sympathies by her 
uniform, sober, honest and industrious habits, since her release. 

No. 36. Was fined by the court, for an alleged assault and bat- 
tery, $25 The association ascertained the case really was not as 
bad as had been represented. Ho was a sailor; his ship was 
hauled out in the stream, his clothes were oti board, if kept in 
prison his loss would be great, under the circumstances the court 
was urged to remit the fine and let him go. 

The court favorably regarded the application of the association, 
and discharged him. 

The sailor almost danced with joy. 

No. 37. During this day, Saturday, thirty-nine persons, many 
of them we had seen before, and all from our various prisons, 
called at our office cold and hungry, but evidently indolent, intem- 
perate and in ruins. 

What a sickening spectacle! most of them were sent empty 
away. 

No. 38. Was convicted of bigamy, marrying three wives. He 
was sentenced to the State prison, at Sing Sing, for five years. 
He served out every hour of his term, was fortunate in securing 
the favor of his keepers ; he conformed to the very letter of the 
prison rules, hence he had no extra punishment. 

His first wife now forgives his unfaithfulness, he feels it bis daty 
to return to her, and provide for her in the best way he can, and 
to forsake all others. He is glad to say a place of work is pro* 
vided for him, and as drink was the cause of all his past troubles, 
^e pledges himself neither to touch, taste or handle it. 

No. 39. Served his term of four mouths on the island, and ealls 
to say he is sick and tired of living a rough and tumble life. 

He seems to be sorry for the past, and promises to live a becom- 
ing, industrious, sober, honest life. The association gave Lim a 
lliirt, pants and a little change. 
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Od the following day we introduced bim to work a few miles 
away from the city. 

No. 41. Was sentenced to the penitentiary for four months on 
charge of petit larceny. He says that he had been going the 
downward road to ruin some six weeks previous to his arrest. Hci 
appears to be sincere in his purposes to live a better life. He has 
been well cared for in his younger days. 

The association ascertained a former employer would give him 
work in the country. He was furnished with a few useful articles 
of clothing and facilities to return, for which he expressed his 
grateful thanks. 

No. 42. Was discharged from State prison where he served a 
term of seven years on charge of felonious assault and battery. 
He felt anxious to do a little business as a pedlar of vegetables, &0i 

The association enabled him to buy a hand-cart and to begin. 
We are glad to say he is earning an honest livelihood. 

No. 43. Was in a county jail for nearly three months, on, as he 
says, a false charge, he was tried and acquitted. 

He comes on here and asks the association to procure him work 
as a sailmaker. We supplied him with a little money and fur- 
nished him a few necessary garments, and within a week intro- 
duced him to employment. 

No. 46. Was indicted for burglary in the third degree,, there 
were other indictments against him, he plead guilty to two and 
was sentenced to Sing Sing prison for five years on each. Hd 
was discharged yesterday, after serving out the term of ten years. 
He says he was not a thief by nature, bad company induced him 
to give up ,work because it did not pay. He now asks the asso- 
ciation to find him employment. He was sustained until employed. 

No. 47. ^as tried in court of General Sessions on charge of 
grand larce'dfiy, he was convicted and sentenced for two years to 
State priaonl 

On his return to New York, he calls at our office and begs we 
will procur^ him a situation. Suitable clothing was given him, 
and money tfor a pair of shoes. The association subsequently 
found a place^ for him in which he promises neither to disgrace ns 
nor himself. \ 

No. 48. Wlliom we first met in Jefferson market prison, and 
whose dischar)^ we were instrumental in procuring, calls to day 
respectably attVred, and says that bhe has lived in a respectable 
family in a poivular watering place since; and that she feels da> 
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termined to abstain from the habit which had so much injured her. 
She expressed her grateful thanks to the association for paafc 
favors. 

No. 50. Was convicted, on her own confession, of grand larceny, 
stealing a watch and money. She was sentenced to Sing Sing 
prison for two years. She says now, on her release, that she was 
implicated in this larceny, but not the only one concerned. The 
man from whom this property was taken was stupidly drunk at 
the time, or the act would not have been committed. 

She left the prison in bad health. The association obtained for 
her the best medical aid, she was placed in a good situation, at 
good wages, when restored, and is now doing well. 

No. 51. Was tried on an indictment for burglary in the 3d de- 
gree, convicted, and sentenced to State prison for five years. 

Ho says he was not a thief by trade or practice, this was his 
first offence. When tempted to do this great wickedness, he was 
out of employment and in great distress. A man who had lived 
in this city for some years induced him to do this wrong. He says 
he was guilty, but hopes it will be his last offence. 

The contractor owes him $54.60 for over work, he has been 
running to and fro the last two weeks but cannot get his pay. 
Now that he is without money, he asks the association to compel 
him to do so. 

This poor discharged convict was reduced to the necessity of 
accepting ten dollars in discharge of his entire claim of $54.60. 
a gross injustice, 

DETENTION CASES, > 

No. 2. Had been confined as a witness in a case of homicide. 
She being a girl^ of dissolute habits and a companioh of the ao- 
cused, no remuneration was allowed her by the courlt. She ap- 
plied to the association for advice ; we urged her to kive a bettef 
life, and to seek admission to the Magdalen, where mormi influences 
would be thrown around her. She gladly complied ; |we gave her 
a letter to the managers. 

No. 3. Was charged with petit larceny; he was relmanded that 
inquiries might be made of his past character ; it haci always been 
good ; want had impelled him to make this attenipt ; the court 
was satisfied ; judgment was suspended, and he wqIs discharged. 
We obtained for him employment. ) 

No. 4. Was charged with stealing a dollar from the person 
where she had lived the last three weeks. The dqfeDdant stated 
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tbat the house is of bad repute ; as soon as she discovered it to 
be such, she wanted to leave,^but madame refused to pay her. 

At vhe request of the association, the court remanded her. On 
enquiry we soon ascertained the girPs story to be truthful, and 
that her conduct had been consistent when engaged at other 
places. The chairman explained to her that she was not justified 
in paying herself even when her wages were refused. 

The poor girl promised not to oiTeud again, when she was dis* 
charged. 

No. 5. Was charged with an attempt at petit larceny; the com- 
plainant was not present. The defendant looked an intelligent 
young man, but miserably poor, sadly dejected and starving with 
cold and hunger. He said he lived in White street, and that hia 
wife was now sick and confined to her wretched bed. He was 
remanded until Saturday. 

We immediately started to visit the room of the poor fellow, 
we found things as he represented, only much worse; his wife had 
been sick the last seven weeks, and they must have perished but 
for the kindness of those in the house and their landlord. We 
returned, obtained his discharge, and made a collection for them 
in court, and subsequently sustained them until he obtained em- 
ployment. 

No. 0. Was discharged from Court of General Sessions. He calls 
at the office to say he has so arranged his affairs as to leave New 
York to-morrow morning for the south, and that he hopes to mani- 
fest his grateful thanks, in his future life, for the timely and dis^ 
interested aid afibrded him by the association. 

No. 7. A little girl, aged 13, was charged with petit larceny — 
an article worth five shillings. She was unfortunately defended 
by three counsellors. The court regarded the evidence as conclu- 
sive against her, and, in despite of the lawyers, sentenced her to 
the House of Refuge. 

The association asked the court to let her remain in the prison 
until the next court, that inquiries might be made of her character 
and that of her friends. 

The result was satisfactory: her family are very poor, but 
clean, decent people, honest and industrious. They regretted, 
with many tears, their little daughter should have acted so wick- 
edly — if she had done so. 

On the following court day these facts were submitted by the 
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association, and she was discharged. One of the connsel was in- 
duced by the association to return his fee of $5. 

No. 10. Was remanded last court day (on charge of stealing 
two boys' caps) that the association might ascertain why he at- 
tempted to commit this petit larceny. He is a tailor by trade; 
his health having failed him, he wont into Bellevue hospital, was 
there four months; when he came out, his only friend, a sister, 
was sick, and unable to assist him ; he tried hard to got relief, bat 
failed ; in this trying hour he made the attempt of committing a 
petit larceny, but was detected. 

On his promise never to commit another dishonest act, the asso- 
ciation recommended his discharge, which was immediately 
granted ; we then enabled him to leave New York. 

No. 12. Was arraigned on charge of forgery; he put in a plea 
of guilty in the fourth degree. 

This young man had exhibited symptoms of penitence, and a 
firm resolve to mend his ways. 

The district attorney and his honor the recorder were consnlted 
in this case; a willingness was expressed to suspend the judgment 
and discharge him, provided the association would keep a watch- 
ful eye over him, and inform the court should he ever again be 
found in bad company, in such an event, a bench warrant would 
be issued, and he should be sent to the State prison for five years 
on this conviction. He was then discharged. 

No. 14. Was convicted of stealing two shawls, and subsequently 
pledging them for twelve shillings, and then selling the duplicates. 

The mother of this precocious boy had called on the associa- 
tion, asking them to influence the court to discharge him. She is 
in a respectable situation, and had paid his board the last twelve 
years. 

We inquired into his past character and conduct, and found 
that he was addicted to petty stealing. When asked what he had 
done with the money, the shawls and the tickets it had produced, 
he said, **I spent it with some other fellows going to the Bowery 
theatre." ^ 

The association felt it to be their duty to ask the court to send 
him to the House of Refuge. 

No. 18. Were discharged from court of sessions; they had 
been inmates of the city prison for nearly six mouths, on charge 
of making and forging certain promipsory notes. 

The principal actor in this performancei for whose accommoda- 
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tion it was said these notes were made, went nnwhipped of jus- 
tice, at least for the present. One of these young men who was 
discharged, was temporarily aided by the Association until he ob- 
tained a situation ; the other poor'unfortunate fellow was seen, 
five days after his release from prison, deliberately to jump off 
one of the Hoboken ferry boats. " He sunk to rise no more." 

No. 21. Asks the advice of the Association. His daughter, 
aged 17, he apprehends is on the road to ruin, and after all he 
has done for her she will not live a circumspect and virtuous life. 
There seemed to be no alternative but to arrest her — this was 
speedily done; we then influenced her voluntarily to seek a home in 
the Magdalen for twelve months ; the Association addressed a letter 
to the matron, when she was introduced to that excellent and ap- 
propriate institution. 

No. 22. Was fined $25 for an alleged assault and battery; the 
Association ascertained he had really been sinned against. His 
ship was hauled out in the stream, his clothes were on board, if 
kept in prison, his loss would be great and an injustice done him. 
The court was entreated to remit the fine and let him go. After 
some little deliberation the entire bench complied with the re- 
quest made by the Association. The sailor danced for joy, and our 
hearts were made glad. 

No. 25. Was charged with and indicted for grand larceny. The 
complainant was seen, who expressed a sympathy for the accused. 
He subsequently waited on the district attorney who accepted a 
plea of petit larceny. The recorder then suspended the judg- 
ment, and the young man was discharged ; he called at our office 
tendering his warmest thanks for the interest shown him ^ by the 
Association. We helped him to trifles of money until we obtained 
for him a place of work, where he is now doing well. 

No. 27. Two interesting small boys were charged with stealing 
f 22 from one of their employers ; they regretted taking this wrong 
step. One of them wrote to his mother praying forgiveness, with 
commendable promptitude; she welcomed him to her heart and 
home ; but little of the money was spent, she made up the origi- 
nal sum, when the Association recommended their discharge. 

No. 28. Was charged with forging an endorsement of a check, 
and also with abstracting the said check and letter from the post 
office. The latter complaint was dismissed, the evidence being 
insufficient to hold him for trial. He was then arraigned for trial 
iu court of General Sessions for the alledged forgery ; he being 
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in a very bad stato of health, it was deemed beat to plead guilty 
of forgery in the fourth degree. All the facts were submitted to 
the court ; with the concurrence of the district attorney, judgment 
was suspended, and this emaciated creature was discharged. 
When iBrst arrested, he had in his possession a gold watch and 
chain, and over $250 in money. He says he was completely fleeced 
and skinned by his first lawyer out of $115 ; to the next he paid 
$60, but he labored for a time to serve him; to procure bail, he 
paid $35, and to a large man with bushy whiskers, his father paid 
$10 for his trunk of clothes; his watch and chain he at length 
gave as a collateral security to a man to bail him, but who failed 
to do so. The Association put him on the right track to get his 
watch and chain; he succeeded in getting it back, and expressed 
his sincere thanks fur what had been done for him. 

No. 30. Was sent to the Association for advice and assistance; 
he came on from Boston to this city hoping to find employment ; 
in this he failed^ and found himself moneyless. A police officer 
conducted him to the magistrate who committed him for ten days. 
We were enabled to send him to his home, the city above desig- 
nated. 

No. 31. With his wife, had been in the workhouse for some 
months; before they left the institution they addressed a line to 
the Association praying them, if possible, to secure him employ* 
xnent. At length they left, they asked the loan of two dollars, 
which paid a week's rent, and kept them supplied with bread for 
ten days. We were by this time enabled to procure for them em- 
ployment in the country. They have since returned the trifle of 
money lent them by the Association. 

No. 34. This young couple were charged with grand larceny; 
they appeared to be much affected when before alderman Brady, 
and said want had driven them to commit this act; they both 
plead guilty ; they said they were lawfully married in a distant 
city four months since. 

On their final examination the justice was asked to remand them 
until some inquiries were made, both of their friends in Pennsyl* 
vania, the minister who they say married them, and of the com- 
plainant who had preferred this charge against them. 

On a subsequent day the certificate of their marriage was shown 
to the district attorney, who consented to the discharge of the 
wife. On the trial of her husband, the association could say but 
little for him, he deserved severe punishment ; but he eoleianl/ 
promised to reform, and never be found in such a plight again. 
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All tbe property had been restored ; the district attorney con- 
Bented to a plea of an attempt, when the recorder sentenced him 
to the penitentiary for six months. The wife was sent home by 
the association to her friends in Pennsylvania. 

No, 35. Aged 18, was charged with grand larceny. Several 
gentlemen wlio have known her for some years, called at our of- 
fice, expressing great sympathy for her, it being her first ofience, 
and could the court be induced to suspend the judgment in her 
case, she would never be guilty of another such act ; she had 
lived with a family in the country over two years, where she had 
conducted herself well. All these facts were submitted to the 
court by the association and other friends interested in her behalf. 
Mary was brought into court, when she plead guilty of an attempt 
at gi'and larceny ; the judge consented to suspend the judgment, 
conditionally that she leave New York, and when the association 
was prepared to send her to a place in the country. This was 
Boon accomplished ; she is now doing well. 

No. 37. Was charged with .presenting a forged check for pay- 
ment. The forgery was detected, and he was arrested. 

This young man was visited in prison ; the most careful inves- 
tigation was made of his past life ; every one who knew him spoke 
well of him. The person whose name had been forged did not, 
and could not believe he had committed the forgery ; all the par« 
ties concerned felt a sympathy for the prisoner, his wife, and 
helpless family. 

Ailer being in prison eighteen weeks, he was brought into court 
and plead guilty of presenting said chock; judgment was sus- 
pended and he discharged. The association rendered this dis- 
tressed and suffering family all the pecuniary assistance it possibly 
could; the man has now but partial employment; we earnestly 
hope Providence will provide, and because he is (we confidently 
believe) well intentioned. 

He often calls at the office of the association, and is not un- 
mindful of his obligations. 

No. 38. Was convicted of petit larceny; the court was about 
to sentence her to the penitentiary, when our agent thought he saw 
some peculiarity about her ; she looked sick and mentally disor- 
dered ; application was made that she be remanded, that some 
inquiry may bo made concerning her ; the court answered affirma- 
tively. This morning we informed the court that she had absented 
herself from her home and her work without a reasonable cause ; 
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Ler habits were sober, industrious, and moral. Her mother died 
in tlie lunatic^ asylum but a short time since; two of her sisters 
were then in court. Her discharge from custody was recommended 
by the association. Her sisters took charge of her, and conducted 
her home. 

No. 40. A smart, intelligent youth, aged 15 years, was remanded 
last court day, on conviction of petit larceny, that the association 
might ascertain his history and report on his case. It was ascer- 
tained that he had no friends or home in this State. The associa- 
tion recommended that he be sent to the juvenile asylum ; the 
court adopted the suggestion. 

No. 41. Two boys, aged 13 and 17, were convicted of petit 
larceny, and remanded for sentence. The association called on 
the complainant; there he was informed it had been discovered 
a young man had committed the larceny, and had disposed of the 
little property; hence they desired the discharge of those two 
boys. These facts were submitted to the court, and the bo}'8 dis- 
charged. 

No. 42. Was remanded last court day on conviction of petit 
larceny; she denied her guilt. The association was requested to 
make some investigation of her habits and character. We ascer- 
tained that she had lived in this city the last thirteen years, and 
was never charged with a dishonest act before. On our recom- 
mendation she was restored to liberty. 

No. 43. Was remanded from last court, convicted of an attempt 
to commit a petit larceny valued at one dollar. The association 
was requested to make some inquiries concerning her. We ascer- 
tained that she is a hard-working, sober woman, having three 
children to support, and that her character, up to this time, had 
stood very fair. The court listened to this statementof facts, and 
then suspended the judgment and discharged her. 

No. 45. A lad aged 16 years, was convicted of grand larceny; 
this was his first offence. The court suspended the judgment, and 
would discharge him when the arrangements were completed 
which the association had proposed in his behalf. He was subse- 
quently discharged and placed with a house in the country, who 
knew him well and who promised carefully to look after him. 

No. 46. Calls on the association to say : On her complaint her 
husband was arrested for a felonioas assault and battery with in- 
tent to kill; he had cruelly beat, and finally struck her on the 
bead with a hatchet ; she had been subpoenaed to appear before 
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the grand jnry, but had failed to do so. Herself and family are 
'always poor, but now they were really perishing for want of food; 
ID addition to this misery, her landlord had served her with a 
civil process, and would dispossess her ; before noon she expected 
*to be on the sidewalk. We advised her to apply to the Ten Go- 
vernors for the support of herself and three children ; and as to 
her drunken husband, let him go to Sing Sing, a punishment he 
richly deserved. She emphatically replied : *^ Oh no I 'twas liquor 
made him a devil ; in future he promises to drink no more — ^he 
' will do better." 

At her earnest solicitation we waited on the district attorney ; 
the papers were sent before the grand jury: she told her story; 
no bill was found against him ; he was then discharged by the' 
court. 

No. 48. Were inmates of the City prison the last four months, 
on charge of grand, larceny ; after repeated applications to the 
district attorney, it was ascertained the witnesses could not be 
found; they were, after this protracted imprisonment, brought up 
before the court and discharged, for which they thanked the asso- 
ciation. 

No. 50. Calls at our office and says, ''That her husband was 
arrested on her complaint for an assault and battery ; that when 
sober he is a well conducted man, but when excited with liquor 
he is a perfect demon : he breaks and destroys everything within 
his reach.'' She thinks those parties who sell such maddening 
stuff ought to be responsible for the dreadful mischief done by 
their customers. 

She has five children. Since her husband's arrest, their distress 
and consequent suffering is sadly aggravated, beside which he 
will lose his work, should he fail to go to it on Monday next. 
This wajt found to be a truthful statement. Under these circum- 
stances, the association applied to the court for his discharge. 
They each expressed their grateful thanks for the prompt atten- 
tion given to their distressing case and condition. 

No. 53. Had been in the penitentiary three months ; he was 
discharged five days since. He says he has tried hard to get 
work, but failed in every attempt He is now faint : wanting 
bread ; he has not slept in a bed since his release. We were 
enabled to feed him, and subsequently to provide him with a 
place of work at a dollar a day, for which he seemed very 
thankful. 
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No. 55. Galls at the office with a line from the chaplain of Sing 
Sing prison. She had served out two terms of five years each 
imprisonment, as follows: Under the influence of some real or 
imaginary wrong, inflicted on her by a former landlord, she, axe 
in hand, burst open his basement door and took out an old iron 
pot which she sold for a trifle and spent for rum. She was 
arrested and tried and convicted of burglary in the third degree, 
and sentenced for five years to State prison; when released she 
returned to the old neighborhood. 

After the lapse of a few months her old appetite for drink 
revived — she drank; under its influence she started out to make 
a few simple purchases, when she stole three sprigs of artificial 
flowers, valued at 12<9, for which she was tried for second offence, 
and again sentenced for five years to same prison (Sing Sing). 
She no.y determines to do better. A situation was provided for 
her in the country, and with a wealthy family who have known 
her for many years. We have great confidence in her honest 
purposes, all the while she keeps from strong drinks. 

No. 56. Calls on the association this morning and says he left 
Sing Sing prison on Saturday last, after serving a term of four 
years and six months, on a charge of grand larceny. 

On or about the 20th November, 1854, he was arrested on charge 
of petit larceny, for stealing a watch. On his examination before 
the police magistrate the complaint was dismissed, and he was 
discharged; he was subsequently arrested on the same complaint, 
indicted, tried and convicted on the testimony of a woman of the 
baser sort, who kept a house of ill repute, and was sentenced to 
State prison, as aforesaid. ' 

This poor unfortunate fellow we believe was innocent of the 
offence. His sufferings were intense. When released he was in 
a mental state of disorder and physical prostration. We bid him 
to be of good cheer and encouraged him to look up, but the recol- 
lection of his undeserved punishment, and his consequent degra- 
dation, with his present weakness and disadvantages, nearly over- 
whelmed him. In a paroxysm of almost despair, he purchased four 
ounces of laudanum, and swallowed it. Some time afterwards he 
was found by a police officer in a state of stupor and consigned 
to the city hospital ; appropriate remedies was applied and he was 
restored. 

He was aided beyond our means. He is now in the country 
and still the object of our solicitude. 
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No. 59. Had spent two months on the Island ; she says she is 
unalterably determined never to be found in such a plight again ; 
she had seen better days. The case was regarded as one of a 
hopeful character ; a situation was found her. We are encouraged 
to think she will do well. 

No. 60. Was comvicted of stealing $290 and a gold watch and 
chain. He pleaded guilty to the charge, and was sentenced to 
Sing Sing prison for two years. He says he never should have 
committed the dishonest act, but that he was under the influence 
of strong drink; and although every shilling with the watch and 
chain were restored, he shall never forgive himself. At the time 
he was but recently married. He now feels ashamed to be seen ; 
could he have foreseen all the shame and disgrace which has 
followed this first criminal act of his life, he thinks it would not 
have been committed. 

He is now living with his wife and her mother; they appear 
frankly to forgive him, but even in their presence he cannot feel 
as he felt before his fall. Had he now ample means at his com- 
mand, cheerfully would he give them could he blot out this one 
dark spot in his history. He fears this cannot be done, but he 
promises to do his utmost to avoid so great a calamity in time to 
come. 

Having confidence in his upright intentions, the association 
obtained a place of work for him, where he is earning an honest 
livelihood. Six months subsequent to his release from prison we 
talked with him ; he is contented with his work and his wagesi 
but he feels he can never be happy again. 

No. 61. Was convicted of burglary in the third degree, and 
aentenced in White Plains, Westchester county, to Sing Sing prison 
for two years. 

He says : ^' I did not commit the burglary : Jack and Bill done 
that part; they secreted the property, came on to New York, and 
sent me for it ; as I was about to step on shore from the steamer 
I was arrested, with it in my possession. 

" This was my first offence — I hope it will be my last. When 
I left the prison I went to Newporl, then to Boston, and severa 
places on the Fall river, where I had formerly worked, but I was 
everywhere unfortunate. 

" I now want to reach canal ; I am known to be sobefi 

honest and industrious, and there, I can obtain employment for 
the season, I ask the association to favor . me with a free 
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passage." This was accomplishod, and a trifle of money advanced 
bim, sufficient to procure liim necessaries for a few days. He has 
since done well. 

No. 62. Had been six montbs in tbe penitentiary. He says be 
now sees more clearly his manifold weaknesses and follies, and 
promises if he can but get work, he will never again disgrace 
himself or act in opposition to right and equity. 

The association thought it best to advise him to go a voyage 
to sea. He acquiesced, and we soon shipped him. 

No. 63. Was sentenced to penitentiary for a term of six montbs, 
for an alleged assault and battery. He says the complainant was 
more in fault than himself, and that he did not regard the truth 
when he gave his testimony; he thinks that business is done 
strangely in our courts, but it is consoling to know it might have 
been worse. He says he was used pretty rough in the prison ; the 
men in charge of the prisoners use the cowhide and the '* cat o' 
nine tails" very dextrously; he thinks they must have been on 
some rice plantation seuth ; he felt degraded that a man of low 
origin should walk by his side, and if he failed to step right to be 
cut over head and ears; it often made him to forget himself; such 
treatment, he says, tends to make those poor fellows worse than 
they were when arrested. 

No. 64. Was convicted of grand larceny and sentenced to Sing 
Sing prison for the term of three years. He says previous to this 
charge he had lived in Albany, was out of employment and in 
great want; he applied to the authorities for relief; they sent him 
to jail for two months ; when released his condition was worse 
than before; he felt in danger of perishing. He says: '^I had 
never committed a single dishonest act in all my life; want made 
me desperate; I could hold out no more; under its terrible in- 
fluence I stole a horse; this was a bold act, as several persons saw 
me get up into the saddle and ride away ; I was hotly pursued, 
overtaken, and arrested as aforesaid." 

The association thought a sea voyage would improve his general 
health, hence he was soon shipped ; he subsequently called to say 
he is contented and hopeful. 

No. 65. Was convicted of an attempt at grand larceny, and 
sentenced to the penitentiary for twelve months. He says ho 
lived and worked with his brother ; they were both shoemakers, 
and from Germany ; under the deceiving influence of strong drinks 
he robbed his brother of $40 ; he was crazy, or such an act could 
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not be perpetrated by liim. He calls on his discbarge from pri-. 
QOD, and asks the association to furnish him with tools and a littla 
money, that he may begin life afresh. 

The association advised him to work on a farm, at. least for the 
season, confidently believing such employment would contribute 
to his general health. We were enabled to place him on the right 
track ; he is now with a good f nily, who know of his fall, and who 
believe in his daily rise and permanent reformation. 

No. 66. Had been in this country but eight days; was out of 
work and in great want ; in this trying hour he yielded to temp- 
tation,* and stole a watch and some trifling clothing; he was ar- 
rested, tried, convicted, and sentenced for six months to the 
penitentiary. He says: "I will never do wrong again." The 
association sent him to a sailors' boarding house, as he wished to 
get shipped. 

No. 67. Was tried in Court of General Sessions, and convicted 
of ^rand larceny, and sentenced to Sing Sing prison for two years. 
He says he liad worked and boarded wit^ his boss for one month, 
when he ascertained there was but little hope of bis getting his 
ivages. He supplied himself out of the store with coat, vest, and 
cap, the value he thought to be about $10. He had made no de- 
finite arrangement about wages, but he had expected to get at 
least $12 per month; he left his boss, was soon arrested on charge 
of stealing clothes valued at $30. 

The officers of the prison gave him a recommendatory letter tq 
the association; we sent him to a boarding house, and obtained 
shop work for him without delay. We are glad to know he is 
hard at work earning an honest livelihood. 

No. 69. Convicted of grand larceny; was sentenced to State 
prison for two years. He calls to say, he left there yesterday and 
never to return again, he confidently hopes. He wants to reach 
a distant city, the residence of his friends, who are about to leave 
there for Illinois as soon as his sister here in New York, and him- 
self, can join them. The Association regard this case as one of 
peculiar interest; he was enabled to reach the place designated. 

No. 71. Was convicted of forgery in the second degree, and 
sentenced to Sing Sing prison for ten years. He says that a land 
warrant purporting to be from the Hon. Gerrit Smith, had been 
forged ; an attempt was unsuccessfully made to raise a loan upon 
it — he at length sold it for five dollars. When arrested on this 
charge, be expected no more than a few months on the Island, but 
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fo his dismay, he was sent np for ten years ; this was his first of- 
fence. During one of Governor Morgan's visits to the prison, he 
condescended to speak to me ; enquiries were made by him into my 
case ; the result influenced his Excellency to pardon me aftor be- 
ing there nine years and three months. He says, since he was re- 
leased he has travelled from place to place hoping to find some of 
his relatives and friends; ho has failed in every attempt made. 
He could not have believed so great a change, even in ten years^ 
would be apparent, everything appears strange, and all men to 
him are strangers. His resources were exhausted having but four 
dollars when discharged. The Association advanced him a trifle 
of money to enable him to reach a manufacturing city where he 
hoped to obtain employment through a friend connected with us. 

No. 72. Convicted of an attempt of grand larceny; was sen- 
tenced to the penitentiary for two years ; he says this was his first 
ofienoe ; if punishment cures mjn of crime, then he must reform 
for there some of the keepers inflict severe brutal corporeal pna- 
ishment. We advised him to take a trip to sea — he acquiesced; 
he was shipped. 

No. 73. Was tried in court of Special Sessions on charge of 
petit larceny, apd sentenced for six months to the penitentiary 
He says he had lived i^i an adjoining State for some years, be 
married, but finding his wages insufficient to meet his expenses, 
he came on to New York to better his circumstances; here he 
met with an old acquaintance, was prevailed upon to take two or 
three drinks, then went and laid himself down in the rear of a 
house and went to sleep; an officer was called, and he hurried 
through the court. He says he is not a thief, and was never 
prone to dishonesty. He asks the Association to loan him a dol- 
lar to enable him to reach the country where he left his wife, ex- 
pecting to return within a day or two ; we complied with his re. 
quest, he went, and returned with a certificate of her death and 
burial; she was found on the railroad track about a mouth after 
his arrest, and was instantly killed. His poor heart appeared to 
be well nigh broken ; he promised to call again, but has failed to 
do so, which we regret. 

No. 75. Was tried and convicted of burglary in the second de- 
gree, and sentenced August 12, 1852, to Sing Sing prison, for a 
term of seven years. He calls and says, I left there this morning 
after serving out every hour of my sentence; I was used pretty 
well, and tried hard to conform to the rules laid down» so that I 
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escaped all extra puniBhments ; I now want work, but would pre- 
fer going home to my parents could I accomplish it, but my money 
is very short. The Association was glad to take this poor man 
by the hand, confidently believing he will never be guilty of an- 
other dishonest act. The president of one of our railroad com- 
panies kindly sympathized with him, a cheap passage was secured 
and he reached his friends in safety. 

No. 76. Calls and says, "Please help me; I have been in the 
penitentiary the last four months; my friends are now in Con- 
necticut, could I reach them I should have plenty of work and 
all would be well." 

He showed us a letter received from his mother. She most 
feelingly urged his return to his home and her heart. The 
association handed him the means to reach there. 

No. 78. Was sent to the penitentiary for one month for an 
alleged assault and battery oti his shipmate. Previous to his re- 
moval he informed the association that his clothes, worth to him 
$40, were on board his ship, which would sail in less than a 
week, and that his wages, amounting to $50, would be lost unless 
immediately seen to. The captain was seen, the money and the 
clothes were placed in the hands of the British consul. When 
released he called to thank the association for the favor done him. 

No. 79. Calls, accompanied by his wife, to say that they have 
had their difficulties since he was released from State prison, 
nearly three years ago. Their prospects for the future are hope- 
ful ; could they now accept an offer of going into the country, 
there they believe their bread would be sure. But they had no 
means to remove their goods into the country unless the associa- 
tion could aid them. For this purpose a few dollars were placed 
at their disposal. 

They presented their grateful thanks for the sum advanced to 
them, believing the step about to be taken would contribute to 
their permanent comfort. 

No. 80. Was tried, on charge of grand larceny, stealing a horse 
and wagon ; he was convicted, and sentenced to the State prison 
for two years. 

He says that he hired the horse and buggy and paid $10 for 
their use for three days; he drove about thirty miles, tlien lefk 
them at livery and came on to New York. He never attempted 
to sell, or in any way, directly or indirectly, to raise money upon 
them. 
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nis counsel in his defence tried to prove him insane, but tbat 
Tvras a failure, altliough it was shown that he had been an inmate 
of a lunatic asylum for a period of three years. The association 
rendered him some pecuniary aid until a place of work was pro- 
vided for him. He is now doing well — all things considered. 

No. 86. Was arraigned in court of general sessions on charge 
of grand larceny. Representations were made to the proper 
authorities that this young man had lived a life of uniform pro- 
priety ; that he was never suspected of committing a dishonest 
act. He had been out of employment, and with a wife and two 
children were sadly straitened in their circumstances. The assis- 
tant district attorney, Mr. Sedgwick, with his characteristic 
discrimination and high sense of equity, accepted a plea of an 
attempt at grand larceny, and he was treated with grent leniency 
by the court. Sentenced four months to the penitentiary. 

He calls to thank the association for saving him from a pro- 
tracted confinement in prison, and most solemnly pledges himself 
never to yield to such a temptation even should ho want bread. 
We were instrumental in finding him employment. He is doing 
well. 

No. 87. Has been in the penitentiary the last four months. 
She says that she is entirely sick of dissipation, and would, if 
prepared, lie down and die; where to go, or what to do, she 
knows not, unless to a house of prostitution, there her prospects 
for the future are utter ruin, to body and soul, now and ever. 

The association urged her to seek admission in the Magdalen. 
A line of introduction was given her to the lady managers. 

No. 88. Was tried and convicted in the U. S. Court of passing 
and uttering bogus coin. He was sentenced to the penitentiary 
for one year. 

He calls at the office to say he has obtained work, and will, in 
future, act uprightly. The atissociation furnished him with a de- 
cent suit of clothes, a bible and prayer-book. 

We regard this case as one of a peculiarly hopeful character. 

For the help afforded him he expressed his unfeigned thanks. 

No. 89. Calls and represents that he is out of work, and in very 

needy circumstances, having no means to pay his board or even 

his bed. 

The association lent him a trifle to meet his immediate Decessi- 
ties, cpufidently believing that he has lived an honest life since he 
left Sing Sing prison, now nearly two years ago. 
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No. 9*1. Was tried and convicted of grand larceny and sentenced 
to the State prison for two years. He says that he bad been 
in this country but ten months wlien he wavS thrown out of 
omployment, and was in great distress. In his difficulty he was 
thrown into the company of bad men; they stole the articles 
and gave them to him to sell ; in doing so he was arrested, while 
they ran away. He declares this to have been his first ojBfence, 
and with many tears promises that he will die rather than steal 
or keep bad company. 

He slept last night at a shilling lodging-house, 'where he W98 
.robbed of two dollars. 

The association obtained him employment and a boarding- 
house. 

He felt grateful, and is now at work earning his daily bread. 

No. 98. Calls to thank the association for \he interest shown 
him when discharged from State prison. Ho says he has been at 
"work ever since, on a canal, at $10 per month, the season being 
now over; he is now on his way to a distant city, where he hopes 
to secure employment for the winter. He says he begins to love 
right, because it is right. 

No. 99. Was convicted of an attempt at grand larceny, and 
sentenced to Sing Sing for two years. He says this was the first 
time he was suspected of stealing ; he believes the officer and the 
prosecutor laid their heads together to send him up anyhow ; he 
thinks so, because they did not confine themselves to the truth* 
He says he never went to school; his father died when he was 
but seven years old ; he had to earn his daily bread soon after ; it 
makes him unhappy that he knows so little ; in prison he has 
learned to spell a little and to read a psalm or an easy chapter in 
the New Testament ; he hopes to be able to learn more and more, 
and to become a good man. He comea to the association asking 
the friends of discharged prisoners to find him employment, either 
by sea or land, and that he will never disgrace himself or cause 
them regret. 

No. 100. Calls at the office of the association this A. M., and 
says she left the penitentiary after being there twelve months on 
conviction of an attempt at grand larceny. For several years 
previous to her arrest she had sustained a good character, and in 
her occupation as cook, in several excellent situations with fami« 
lies of high standing, all spoke well of her. 

In an evil hour she was induced to visit a lottery policy den; 
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here she sacrificed her wages ; she never won, but always lost, 
hence her difficulties accumulated; money was wanting; she was 
tempted to take the property of her best friends, with whom she 
then lived, believing the next draw would prove a prize. She 
shed many bitter tears of apparent penitence for the past, and 
made a solemn promise to act right in whatever condition she may 
be placed in the future. 

Some clothing was taken from her by the officer when arrested ; 
she needs it much, but knew not where to find it. The associa- 
tion wrote a line to the property clerk ; the clothing was imme- 
diately restored to her, for which she expressed her thankfulness. 



CHARTER. 



An act to incorporate the Prison Association of New York, 
passed May 9, 1846, by a two-third vote. 

The people of the State of Jfew York, represented in Senate and 
rndssembly, do enact as follows: 

^ 1. All such persons as now are and hereafter shall become 
members to the said association, pursuant to the constitution 
thereof, shall and are hereby constituted a body corporate by the 
name of ** The Prison Association of New York," and by that 
name have the powers that by the third title of the eighteenth 
chapter of the first part of the Revised Statutes, are declared to 
belong to every corporation ; and shall be capable of purchasing, 
holding, and conveying any estate, real or personal, for the use of 
said corporation : Provided, such real estate shall never exceed 
the yearly value of ten thousand dollars, nor be applied to any 
purpose other than those for which this corporation is founded. 

§ 2. The estate and concerns of said corporation shall be man- 
aged and conducted by its executive committee, in conformity to 
the constitution of the said corporation; and the following articles 
that now form the constitution of the association shall continue 
to be the fundamental laws and constitution thereof, subjeot to 
alteration in the mode therein prescribed. 

Article I. The objects of the association shall be : 

1. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whether de- 
tained for trial, or finally convicted, or as witnesses. 

2. The improvement of prison discipline, and the government 
of prisons, whether for cities, or counties, or States. 

3. The support and encouragement of reformed convicts after 
their discharge, by afibrding them the means of obtaining an 
honest livelihood, and sustaining them in their efforts at reform. 

Art. II. The oflScers of the society shall be, a president, four 
Tice-presidents, a recording secretary, a corresponding secretary, 
and a treasurer; and there shall be the following committees, viz : 
a finance committee, a committee on detentions, a committee on 
discipline, a committee on discharged convicts, and an executive 
committee. 
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Art. III. Tho officers named in the preceding article shall be 
ex officio members of the executive committee, who shall chooae 
one of their number to be chairman thereof. 

Art. IV. The executive committee shall meet once in eacli 
month, and keep regular minutes of their proceedings. They 
ehall have a general superintendence and direction of the affaire 
of the society, and shall annually report to the society all their 
proceedings, and such other matters as shall bo likely to advance 
the ends of the association. 

Art. V. The society shall meet annually in the city of New 
York, at such time and place as tho executive committee shall 
appoint, and at such other times as the president, or, in bia ab- 
sence, one of the vice-presidents, shall designate. 

Art. VI. Any person contributing annually to the funds of the 
association, shall, during such contribution, be a member thereof. 
A contribution of five hundred dollars shall constitute a life pat- 
ron ; a contribution of one hundred dollars, an honorary member 
of the executive committee for life ; and a contribution of twenty- 
five dollars shall constitute a member of the association for life. 
Honorary and corresponding members may, from time to time, be 
appointed by the executive committee. 

Art. VII. A female department shall be formed, consisting of 
such females as shall be selected by the executive committee, who 
shall have charge of the interest and welfare of prisoners of their 
sex, under such regulations as the executive committee shall adopt. 

Art. VIII. The officers of the association shall be chosen an- 
nually, at tho annual meeting, at which time such persons may be 
elected honorary members as shall have rendered essential service 
to the cause of prison discipline. 

Art. IX. Any society having the same objects in view may be- 
come auxiliary to this association, by contributing to its funds and 
co-operating with it. 

Art. X. The executive committee shall have power to add to 
any of the standing committees such persons as in their opinion 
may be likely to promote the objects of the society ; and shall 
have power to fill any vacancy which may occur in any of the 
offices of the association, intermediate the annual meetings. 

Art. XI. This constitution may be amended by a vote of the 
majority of the society, at any meeting thereof, provided noti^ 
of the amendment has been given at the next preceding meeting. 
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The officers elected for tlie current year under the constitution 
Bhall continue to be the officers thereof until others shall be duljr 
chosen in their places. 

And it is hereby further enacted, that no manager of said 
society shall receive any compepsation for his services. 

^ 3. The said executive committee shall have power to establish 
a work-house in the county of New York, and in their discretion 
to receive and take into the work-house all such persons as shall 
be taken up and committed as vagrants or disorderly persons, in 
•aid city, as the court of general sessions of the peace, or the 
court of special sessions, or the court of oyer and terminer, in 
9aid county, or any police magistrate, or the commissioner of the 
alms-house, may deem proper objects ; and the said executive com- 
mittee shall have the same powers to keep, detain, employ and 
govern the said persons, as are now by law conferred on the keep- 
ers of the bridewell or penitentiary in said city. 

§ 4. The said executive committee may, from time to time, make 
by-laws, ordinances and regulations, relative to the management 
and disposition of the estate and concerns of said association, 
and the management, government, instruction, discipline, and 
employment of the persons so as aforesaid committed to the said 
workhouse, not contrary to law, as they may deem proper; and 
may appoint such officers, agents and servants, as they may deera 
necessary, to transact the business of the said association, and 
may designate their duties. And the said executive committee 
shall make an annual report to the Legislature, and to the cor- 
poration of the city of New York, of the number of persona 
received by them into said work house, the disposition which shall 
be made of them by instructing or employing them therein, the 
receipts and expenditures of said executive committee, and gene- 
rally all such facts and particulars as may exhibit the operations 
of the said association. 

^ 5. The said executive committee shall have power, during the 
minority of any of the persons so committed to the said work* 
house, to bind out the said persons, so being minors as aforesaid, 
as apprentices or servants, with their consent, during their minor- 
ity, to such persons, and at such places, to learn such proper 
trades and employments, as, in their judgment, will be most con- 
ducive to their reformation and amendment, and future benefit 
and advantage of such persons. 

§ 6. The said executive committee, by such oommittees as they 
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sliall, from time to time, appoint, shall have power and it shal] be 
their duty, to visit, inspect and examine, all the prisons in the 
State, and annually report to the Legislature, their state and con- 
dition, and all such other things in regard to them as may enable 
the Legislature to perfect their government and discipline. And 
to enable them to execute the powers and perform the duties 
hereby granted and imposed, they shall possess all the powers 
and authority, that by the twenty-fourth section of title firsts 
chapter third, part fourth of the Revised Statutes, are vested in 
the inspectors of county prisons; and the duties of the keepers 
of each prison that they may examine, shall be the same in rela- 
tion to them as in the section aforesaid are imposed on the keep- 
ers of such prisons in relation to the inspectors thereof: Provided^ 
that no such examination or inspection of any prison shall be 
made until an order for that purpose, to be granted by the chai|> 
cellor of this State, or one of the judges of supreme court, or by 
a vice-chancellor or circuit judge, or by the first judge of the 
county in which the prison to be examined shall be situated, shall 
first have been had and obtained, which order shall specify the 
name of the prison to be examined, the names of the persons, 
members of the said association, by whom the examination is to 
be made, and the time within which the same must be concluded. 

State of New York, / 
In Senate, May 8, 1846. { 

This bill having been read the third time, two-thirds of all the 
members elected to the Senate voting in favor thereof. 
Resolved, That the bill do pass. 
By order of the Senate, A. GARDNER, President. 

State of New York, ) 
In Assembly, April 24, 1846. ) 

This bill having been read the third time, and two-thirds of all 
the members elected to the Assembly voting in favor thereof, 
Resolved, That the bill do pass. 

By order of the Assembly. WM. C. GRAIN, Speaker. 

Approved this 9th day of May, 1846, SILAS WRIGHT. 

State of New York, ) 
Secretary's Office. J 

I have compared the preceding with an orgiual law on file in 
this office, and do certify that the same is a correct transcript 
therefrom, and of the whole of said original. 



No. 131.] 



61 



In testimony whereof I liave hereunto affixed the seal of this 
office at the city of Albany, the fifteenth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-six. 

[l. s.] arched CAMPBELL, Dep. Sec. of State. 

Revised Statutes, Part /F, Chap, 3, Title 1. 
§ 24. It shall be the duty of the keepers of each of the said 
prisons to admit the said inspectors, or any one of them into 
every part of snch prison; to exhibit to them, on demand, all the 
books, papers, documents and accounts pertaining to the prison, 
or to the persons confined therein: and to render them every 
other facility in their power, to enable them to discharge the 
duties above prescribed. And for the purpose of obtaining the 
necessary information, to enable them to make such report as itf 
above required, the said inspectors shall have power to examine on 
oath, to be administered by either of the said inspectors, any of 
the officers of the said prisons, and to converse with any of the 
prisoners confined therein, without the presence of the keepers 
thereof or any of them. 



BY-LAWS. 



I. Ther&> shall bo a stated meeting of tbe executive committee 
on the fourth Monday of each month, and a special meeting shall 
be held at any time, on the requisition of either of the standiDg 
committees, or the chairman of the executive committee, or chair- 
man of any standing committee. 

II. At every meeting of the executive committee, stated or spe- 
cial, the attendance of five members shall be necessary to consti- 
tute a quorum. 

III. The order of business at every stated meeting shall be as 
follows : 

1. The reading and adoption of the minutes of the last preced- 
ing meeting. 

2. Reports from the standing committees in the order in which 
they are named in the constitution of the society. 

3. Reports from female department. 

4. Reports from corresponding secretary. 

5. Reports from the special committees. 

6. Motions and resolutions. 

The business first in order at a special meeting shall be the 
subject for the consideration of which the meeting shall have been 
called; and no other subject shall be brought before the meeting, 
except with the consent of a majority of the members present 

lY. The chairman shall nominate and appoint all special com- 
mittees, and no person nominated by him shall be excused, unless 
upon reasons, assigned by him, that shall be approved by the 
meeting; but a chairman pro tem, shall not have such power, 
unless authorized by the meeting. 

y. The chairman shall decide all questions of order, subject to 
an appeal, and the rules of order shall be the same, so far as they 
are applicable, as those of the House of Assembly of the Legisla- 
ture of Xew York. 

VI. It shall be the duty of the finance committee : 

1. To receive and pay over to the treasurer of the society all 
moneys received, either as donations or for memberships. 

2. To audit, and direct the payment of all bills against the 
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society in such manner and forms as they sliall direct, but no bill 
shall be paid by the treasurer unless approved by the committee 
and countersigned by the chairman thereof. 

3. To invest and control the surplus moneys of the society, 
under the authority of the executive committee. 

4. To have power, under the same authority, to employ one or 
ttiore agents to obtain members and collect subscriptions to the 
Bocieij] and it shall be their duty to make a report, at each 
monthly meeting, of their proceedings and those of their agents. 

5. To annually examine and report upon the treasurer's ao- 
counts, and to audit the same. 

YII. The following shall be the duties of the committee on de- 
tentions : 

1. To enquire into the causes of commitment of all persons de- 
tained for trial, or as witnesses, in any of the prisons of the cities 
of New York and Brooklyn, and to adopt proper measures for pro- 
curing the discharge of such as shall appear to be entitled thereto. 

2. To visit frequently the prisons under their charge, and to 
endeavor to improve the condition of the prisoners by training 
tbem to habits of cleanliness and exercise ; by securing to them 
comfortable accommodations, having a regard to space, light and 
temperature ; by procuring for them suitable employment ; by 
providing them with books, or other means of mental occupation; 
by securing such a separation and classification as shall preserve 
the young, the innocent, and the less hardened, from the contami- 
nating intercourse of the more depraved ; by obtaining for them 
honest and able legal advice ; and generally, by bringingall prac- 
tical, moral and religious influence to operate upon their minds. 

YIII. It shall be the duty of the committee on discharged con- 
victs : 

1. Under the authority of the executive committee to employ 
an agent for the relief and aid of discharged convicts, and for the 
performance of its daily routine of duties, whose place of busi- 
ness shall be at the general office of the Association. 

2. To keep a record of all commitments to our State prisons, 
and New York and Kings county prisons, of the crime of which 
each person wns convicted, of the date of his commitment and 
discharge, and all other important information thereto appertain- 
ing. 

3. To open a correspondence with the prison agents or superin- 
tendents, relative to the character and trades of prisoners, and to 
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ascertain previous to the discharge of each prisoner, bis feelings, 
views and capabilities, with a view to making the best arrange* 
ments for his future employment 

4. To keep a record ef all persons who will employ discharged 
prisoners, and of their several occupations ; to procure employ- 
ment for prisoners applying therefor, as seems best adapted to 
the capacity of each ; to hold a correspondence with employers; 
to keep a record of the behavior and prospects of those for whom 
places are obtained, that they may be sustained and encouraged 
with the idea that a continual friendly interest is felt for them. 

5. To endeavor to procure suitable boarding places for the dis* 
charged prisoners, where they will not be exposed to corrupting 
influences, taking care not to have more than one in a place when 
it can be avoided. 

6. To see that the prisoners are provided with suitable cloth- 
ing, of a kind that will not attract attention, and point them out 
as convicts. 

IX. The general duty of the committee on prison discipline 
shall be the supervision of the internal organization and manage- 
ment of the prisons in w1)ich convicts are confined, embracing the 
moral and physical influence to be exerted on the prisoners during 
their confinement. 

This duty shall be comprised under the following general heads : 

Health. — Under which shall be included diet, dress, cleanliness, 
warming of prisons, ventilation, exercise, modes of employmenti 
insanity, and medical treatment generally. 

Reformation. — Including the classification of prisoners accord- 
ing to age. sex, physical condition, character and numbers ; in- 
struction, religious and ordinary; moral treatment, isolation and 
intercourse; rewards and punishments ; the visitation of friends, 
and pardons. 

Financial system, — Embracing convict labor, prison revenues 
and expenses. 

Administration and Supermsion. — Comprising the mode of ap* 
pointing officers, their qualifications, duties, abuse of their pow- 
ers,* and the internal police regulations of prisons. 

Comparison of prison system and reforms. — ^Including the coUeo- 
tion of works and reports, correspondence with other societies, 
superintendence of prisons, and persons interested in prison dis- 
cipline. The collection of statistics, and their publication under 
the order of the Association. i 
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Viritatian. — The visiting of State, county, and city prisons, in* 
clading houses of reformation of juvenile delinquents, at such pe- 
riods and in such manner as the committee may from time to time 
determine. 

Criminal laws. — Their character and influence on the commis- 
sion of vice and crime. 

X. Each standing committee shall have power to appoint its 
own chairman and secretary, and to divide itself into as many 
Bub-committees as it may deem proper ; and each committee shall 
make a report of its proceedings at each stated meeting of the 
executive committee. 

XL The recording secretary shall be the secretary of the ex- 
ecutive committee, and it shall be his duty to keep the minutes of 
the proceedings of the committee, to record them in a book to be 
provided for that purpose, and to give due notice of all meetings 
of the committee. 

XII. 1. The standing committee shall meet in their order on 
the Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday of the week pre- 
ceding the regular meeting of the executive committee ; and the 
recording secretary shall give due notice thereof. 

2. It shall be the duty of each standing committee to report to 
each monthly meeting of the executive committee the number of 
meetings held, and the names of the members attending at each. 

Xni. If it shall appear from the report of any standing com- 
mittee that any member has not attended any one of these meet- 
ings during the preceding three months, the members so neglect- 
ing to attend shall, if no satisfactory excuse be offered, be deemed 
to have resigned as a member of such committee, and the execu- 
tive committee may proceed to appoint another in his place. 

XIV. No person shall be added as , a member to any of the 
standing committees unless the committee to which he is to be 
added shall have reported his name at a preceding meeting of the 
executive committee, and shall have stated that the member so 
proposed has consented to serve. No person, so proposed, shall 
be elected as a member unless by the votes of two-thirds of all 
the members present; and every such election shall be made by 
ballot) unless by unanimous consent the ballot be dispensed with. 

XV. There shall be a standing committee of ladies for the fe- 
male department, the members of which shall be selected by the 
executive committee, and shall have charge of the interests and 
welfare of persons of their own sex, under such regulations as 

[Assembly, No. 131.] 6 
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the executive committM nifty prescribe, or they themBelv^s, vnth 
the approbcktion of the ezectitive committee, may adopt. Such 
committee shall have power to elect its own officers, and, when or* 
ganized, shall be placed in all respects on the same footing as the 
oUier standing committees of the executive committee, in relation 
to the increase of their numbers. 

XYI. The corresponding secretary shall conduct the corres- 
pondence of the executive committee, and of each of the stand- 
iiig committees vrfaen requited, and shall report the same at each 
stated meeting of the committee, and shall record the eame in 
books to be procured for that purpose. 

XYII. The president, chairman of the executive committeei and 
the corresponding secretary, shall be members, ex officio, of all 
the standing committees. 

XVin. It shall be the duty of the treasurer to keep safely all 
moneys deposited with him by the finance committee, to pay over 
the same in such manner and at such time as the finance commit- 
tee shall direct, and to give such security for the faithful dischaigs 
of his duty as that committee shall require. 

XIX. No alterations in these by-laws shall be made, except a 
notice of the proposed amendment shall have been giyen at a 
previous meeting of the executive committee. 



DONATIONS 

TO THE PRISON ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK, IN THE TEARS 1859-60. 



8, 00 




15 00 


15 00 


25 00 


25 00 


10 00 


10 00 


5 00 


5 00 


6 eo 




5 00 





1859. 1860, 

J. H. Abeel 110 00 #10 00 

J. W.AIsop 10 00 

Wm. H. Aspinwall 25 00' 

J.H. Anthon 25 00 

John T. Adams 5 00 

Misses Burr J 25 00 

Amos Billings 2 00 

George Brnce 50 00 

JamesBoorman 25 00 25 00 

Theo. R Bronson 

B. Blanco 

James Brown 

Stewart Brown 

Babcock & Milnor 

J. &C, Berrian » 

Chas. Burkhalter 

S. G. Bogert 5 00 

Wm. Allen Butler 5 00 

Jas. B. Brewster 5 00 

L. B. Brown & Co 5 00 

W.Bailey 6 00 

Jacob Badger 5 60 

Geo. Brodie 5 00 

HnllClark 8 00 

John Caswell 23 00 95 00 

8. Cambreling 10 00 10 00 

Jas. Cniickshank 5.00 5 06 

8.B. Collins 6 00 

Wm. P. Cary 10 00 10 06 

Wm. B. Crosby 25 00 25 06 

OymsCurtiss 25 06 

B. Cazet S 00 

Olaflin, Mellen A Co 10 60 20 66 
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1869. 1860. 

H. B. Claflin llO 00 

J.N.Cobb 10 00 

H. Clark 5 00 

W. T. Coleman & Co 10 00 

Cash, sundry items TOO $7 65 

Collection at executive committee 11 50 

Chapman, Lyon & Noyes 5 00 

C. P. Dambmann 10 00 5 00 

Rob't J. Dillon 5 00 

H. E. Dibblee & Co 5 00 5 00 

Doubleday & Beak 5 00 2 00 

De Coppet & Co 5 00 

Geo. Douglass 25 00 

Duncan, Sherman & Co. 25 00 25 00 

W.E.Dodge 25 00 

E.W.Dunham 2 00 

S. S.Doughty 6 00 

Thomas Eddy 25 00 26 00 

Lucy H.Eddy 26 00 

J.R.E 17 00 

Fellows, Hoffman & Co 5 00 

French Consul General 

Jane Green 

Jas. W. Gerard 

W.S. Gilman 

E H. Gilman 

Grant & Barton .. 

Goodhue & Co 1 

F. C. Gebhard 

Wm. C. Gilman 

Wm. C. Gilman, Jr 

Misses Gilman 6 00 

T. Gould 6 00 

Henry E. Grannies, Newark, N. J 20 00 

Daniel C. Gilman 5 00 

Meredith Howland 60 00 

Hendricks Bros 10 00 10 00 

HargousBros 10 00 

Wilson G.Hunt 10 00 

Haskell, Merrick & Buel 5 00 



5 00 


5 00 




5 00 




10 00 


60 00 


75 00 


10 00 


10 00 


5 00 


5 00 


10 00 


20 00 


5 00 




20 00 


30 00 


5 00 


65 00 



Ki». 18M. 

Francie Hall $5 00 

Jaa. Hunter $5.00 5 00 

Harper & Co 5 00 2 00 

HobokeD , 5 00 

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Howland 100 00 

Jaa. C. Holden 2S 00 

W. Hegeman 10 00 

F. A. Hegeman 3 00 

W. T. Hoiworthy 

C. A. Hecksfier 25 00 

Allan Hay ', 

J.L 1 00 

A. Iselin . , 

Bichard Irvin 10 00 

J. R. JaBfray A Sons 

J 11 00 

W. B. T.Jones 

Morris K. Jesup . 

Wm. L.King 25 00 

JameaLenox 100 00 

H. B. LivingBton 20 00 

Peter Lorillard 25 00 

Wm. Loback A Schepeler 5 00 

Loescbigk, Wesendonck & Go 5 00 

A.A.LOW 10 00 

Wm. Lottimer & Co 5 00 

N. Ludlam 5 00 

Linda 

Daniel Lord , 

B. B. Mintnrn 25 00 

Geo. D. Morgan 10 00 

J. P. Helliss 5 00 

Mitchell 4 Pott 10 00 

Tho8. Mesainger 5 00 

0. D. Munn 15 00 

D. Moran 6 00 

H. P.Marshall 10 00 

Josiah Macy's Sons 25 00 

E. H. Miller 10 00 

W1Q.F.M0U 



10 00 


i 00 


10 00 


5 00 


10 00 


25 00 


5 00 


15 00 



40 00 


25 00 


10 00 


5 00 


10 00 


2 00 


25 00 


25 00 


10 00 


5 00 


10 00 


6 00 


5 00 
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1850. 1860. 

Merrick ABnU #6 00 

Homer Morgan . -..•. - 5 00 

Allan McLane 60 00 

RJ. M . 2 60 

Murray Fund 25 00 

Moran Bros . 5 00 

Wm. Curtis Noyes $25 00 

AdamNorrie 10 00 10 00 

Clayton Newbold 25 00 

Naylor&Co 25 00 

Geo. Opdyke 10 00 

Thos. Owen 20 00 20 00 

J. M. Oppenheim & Co 5 00 5 00 

John Penfold 10 00 

C. C. Peck 5 00 

Geo. Piatt. 5 00 5 00 

J.A.Pullen 26 00 

J. 4 A. Petrie & Co 10 00 10 00 

E. Pavenstedt & Co 5 00 

Poppenhusen A Konig 5 00 . 

Paseavant & Co ., 6 00 ...... 

Paton & Co 5 00 6 00 

Pierson A Co 5 00 5 00 

C. A. Peabody 6 00 

Plymouth Church Sunday school 26 00 

Geo. D.Phelps 25 00 

P.RPyne 25 00 

A. Rodewald 2 60 6 01 

W. C. Rhinelander _ 25 00 

Josiah Rich! S 00 ..-., 

B.T. Rider 6 00 3 00 

Robert Ray 20 00 10 00 

Recknagel&Co ;. 6 00 6 00 

P. k A. Rnsch & Co 6 00 6 00 

€. H. Rogers 6 00 6 00 

C, R. Robert 25 00 26 00 

C V. S. Roosevelt 26 00 26 00 

Gea S. Robbins 26 00 

S. T. SkidmoTO 6 00 6 00 

Otis D. Swan 10 00 10 00 
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L. S. Suarez $10 00 

A.B.&D.Sftnd8 10 00 

A. B. Sands 

C. H. Sand 10 00 

T. T. S , 3 00 

Mra. Helen StayveBant .,, ., . . 

B. D. Spragu© 5 00 

8. A. Scbieffelin 5 00 

J. L. Sohieffelin . 

8. B. Schieffelin ' 5 00 

J. N. Schieffelin 5 00 

Jonathan Stnrges 10 00 

J. N. Schalter & Hnrd 10 00 

AdamT. Sackett 

J. S. Terry 5 00 

Geo. T. Trimble 10 00 

CbB8. N. Talbot 25 00 

O.B. Tweedy 5 00 

Jas. H. TituB 65 00 

MoB©8 Taylor 25 00 

TherBBBOD & Bryan 60 00 

Wm. Taoker 

D. J. Tenney 

Hiss Elizabeth Tenney , 

Mrs. E. G. Thompeon . ,. 

A. VanDnsen 25 00 

Weaton, Decoppett A Co 6 00 

JameaWerren 2 00 

Edward J. Woolaey 60 00 

B. M.Whitlock "- 5 00 

JohnD. Wolfe 200 00 

A. a Ward 

Salem H. Wales 20 00 

Wjimerding, Hognet & Co 5 00, 

E.H.WinBlow 25 00 

SamnelWillets 10 00 

D. 3. Wiliiama 8 00 

Walah, Coulter A Ca 5 00 

B.H. White 1 00 

AYoang Lady 2 BO 



tlO 00 


5 00 


25 00 


6 00 


6 00 


6 00 


10 00 


35 00 


25 00 


50 00 


10 00 


5 00 


6 00 


1 00 


60 00 


60 00 


1 00 


20 00 


5 00 


25 00 
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1850. I860. 

Youth's Tract society $0 25 

Geo. Weedon $5 00 



Total $1,994 7511,849 15 

^^^^^^m^^m ^m^^^m^^^m ^^^^^^^b^— ^i^i^w^^— ■ 

The association also received, in August, 1860, a special dona- 
tion of one hundred dollars from Wm. H. Aspinwall, Esq., for the 
library of Sing Sing prison. 

WM. C. OILMAN, Jk., 

Treasurer. 
New Yobk, January 5, 1861. 
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SIXTEENTH ANNUAlr-pi^miTfp: 



OF THE 



PRISON ASSOCIATION 



OF 



]SrEW-YOIlK 



" In Prison, and ye visited mt." 



Transmitted to the 



ure April 10, 1862. 



ALBANY: 
C. VAN BENTHUTSEN, PRIKTEB. 
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SIXTEENTH ANNUAL REPO 



OF THE 




PRISON ASSOCIATION 



OF 
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**In PrUon, and ye visited m«." 



TraiMniitted lo the LeipUlatiire April 10, 1863. 



ALBANY : 

C. VAN BENTHUY8EN, PRINTER. 

1862. 
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N"o. 180. 



IN ASSEMBLY, 



^prU lO, 1863. 



ANNUAL REPORT 

OP THE NEW YORK PRISON ASSOCIATION. 

New York, ^pril "7, 1862. 

Hon. Henry J. Raymond, Speaker of the Assembly : 

Herewith is transmitted the report of the operations of the 
New York Prison Association, for the year 1861, which you are 
respectfully requested to present to the Legislature. 

Very respectfully, 

JOHN H. GRISCOM, 
Chairman of Executive Committee. 
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OFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 



President 
JOHN DAVID WBLFE. 

Vice Presidents, 
JAMES H. TITUS, ISRAEL RUSSELL, 

R. N. HAVENS, GEORGE HALL. 

Corresponding Secretary. 
JOHN STANTON GOULD. 

Treasurer, 
WILLIAM C. OILMAN, Jr. 

Recording Secretary, 
JAMES C. HOLDEN. 

Executive Committee, 
JOHN H. GRISCOM, M. D., Chairman. 



Frank W. Ballard, 
Henry A. Oaklet, 
Charles A. Peabodt, 
Abraham Denike, 
H. P. Marshall, 
Joseph F. Joy, 
Augustus Wiggin, 
John A. Bryan; 
John H. Keyser, 
Adam D. Sackett, 



Cleayton Newbold, 
Stephen Cutter, 
Henry K. Bull, 
William C. Oilman, 
Solomon Jenner, 
Edward Richardson, 
H. K. Bogert, 
Samuel A. Church, 
G. P. Disosway, 
S. H. Walls, 



William T. Booth. 



TREASURER'S ACCOUNT FOR 1861. 



The Prison Association of JSTew York, in account with William C. 

GiLMAN, jr., Treasurer. 

Dr. 

Dec. 31, 1861. To disbursements since January 9, 1861, includ- 
ing salary of Agent, office rent, postage, traveling, printing, 
relief of discharged prisoners and others, and incidental 
expenses, (as per vouchers on file,) $1,935 25 

Balance on hand to new account 6 85 

11,942 10 

Cr. 
Dec. 31, 1861. By donations received since January 9, 1861, (as 
per schedule annexed,) $1,942 10 

$1,942 10 

The association has been at no expense, directly or indirectly, 
for collecting donations during the past year. 
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DONATIONS 

To the Prison Association of Jfew York^from January 5, 1861, to 

December 31, 1862. 

J.T.Adams 15 00 

J. W. Alsop 5 00 

J.H.Abel 10 00 

J. H. Anthon 20 00 

William H. Aspinall 50 00 

B.Blanco 15 00 

Stewart Brown 10 00 

G.Bruce 50 00 

James Boorman 25 00 

Jacob Badger 5 00 

Rev. H. Belden 2 00 

W. T. Booth 10 00 

John Caswell 25 00 

S. B. Caldwell 25 00 

William P. Cary 10 00 

S. Cambreling 10 00 

Jos. B. Collins 10 00 

William B. Crosby 25 00 

William T. Coleman 10 00 

Stephen Cutter 45 00 

James Cruikshapk 5 00 

S. A. Church 10 00 

CyrusCurtis 25 00 

Robert Dillon 10 00 

Charles Edwards 10 00 

William Evarts 5 00 

Dr. Geo. T. Elliott 15 00 

Fellows, Hoffman & Co 5 00 

French Consul General 5 00 

Miss J. Purman 2 00 

Mrs, John A, Gustin 5 00 
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Rev. E. W. Oilman $5 00 

Mrs.E. Oilman 10 00 

Arthur Oilman 10 00 

Winthrop S. Oilman 45 00 

William C. Oilman 50 00 

William C. Oilman, jr 50 00 

Daniel C. Oilman 5 00 

Louisa Oilman 2 50 

Eliza P. Ourney 25 00 

Ooodhue&Co 25 00 

0. D. F. Orant 6 00 

Chas. B. Hart 6 00 

Harper & Co 3 00 

Hendricks Bro's 10 00 

Meredith Howland 50 00 

James Hunter 5 00 

A. Iselin 5 00 

Richard Irwin 10 00 

M. K. Jessup 5 00 

James Kearney 10 00 

James Lenox 200 00 

A. A. Low 10 00 

W. Loback & Scheflen 10 00 

P. Lorillard 10 00 

Daniel Lord .,.. 50 00 

Josiah Macy's sons 10 00 

Moran Bros 5 00 

T. & H. Messenger 5 00 

R. B. Minturn 25 00 

William P. Mott 20 00 

J. P. Meliss 5 00 

Mrs. Meliss 5 00 

W. H. H. Moore 6 00 

George D. Morgan « 10 00 

O. D. Munn 5 00 

John McCunn 10 00 

** Murray Pund*^' 25 00 

W. Curtis Noyes 25 00 

Naylor & Co 26 00 

Cleayton Newbold ^.. 26 00 
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A. Norris |10 00 

Thomas Owen & Son 20 00 

J. M, Oppenheim &Co ,. 5 00 

Paton & Co 5 00 

J. & A. Petrie & Co 10 00 

C. A. Peabody 5 qO 

Phelps, Dodge & Co 25 00 

F. J. Powers 10 00 

William C, Rhinelander .,, . 50 00 

Becknagel &Co 5 OO 

C. R. Robert 5 oO 

G. S. Robbing 10 00 

C. H. Rogers 5 oO 

A. B. Sands 10 00 

0. D. Swan 5 00 

J. F. Sheafe .: 25 00 

A. T. Sackett 10 00 

Mrs. C. L. Spencer _ 100 00 

S. B. Schieffelin 5 00 

S. L. Schieffelin 6 00 

8. A. Schieffelin 5 00 

Joiia Sturges 10 00 

S. T. Skidmore 5 00 

Torrey Bros , 2 00 

E. N. Talbot 15 00 

William Tracy 5 00 

Tappan & Starbuck 5 00 

J. H. Titus 26 00 

Georgo T.Trimble 10 00 

J. G. Vose 10 00 

S. H. Wales 10 00 

Augustus Wiggin ., 10 00 

Samuel Willets 25 00 

Joho D. Wolfe 100 00 

E. J. Woolsey 50 00 

Miss Jane 3. WooUey 10 00 

An unknown friend , 5 00 

"Neo" 10 00 

" Yours respty " 3 00 

A aympathizer.. 2 00 



* 



10 [ASBEMBLT 

Discharged convict $1 50 

Prisoner in Sing Sing 3 50 

Cash 60 00 



Total .• $1,942 10 

WILLIAM C. OILMAN, Jr., Treasurer. 



REPORT. 



To the Honorable the Legislature of the State of JSTew York : 

In the year 1846, the Legislature of the State of New York 
deemed it wise to intrust to the Prison Association — a body 
associated solely for benevolent purposes, and not so constituted 
as to be bribed or.unduly influenced in the performance of duty — 
the power of thoroughly inspecting the State, county and district 
prisons and penitentiaries of this State. This power was con- 
veyed by the sixth section of our act of incorporation, which 
reads as follows : 

**§6. The said executive* committee, by such committees as 
they shall from time to time appoint, shall have power, and it 
shall be their duty to visit, inspect and examine all the prisons 
in the State, and annually report to the Legislature their state 
and condition, and all such other things in regard to them as 
may enable the Legislature to perfect their government and dis- 
cipline. And to enable them to execute the powers and perform 
the duties hereby granted and imposed, they shall possess all the 
powers and authority that by the twenty-fourth section of title 
first, chapter third, part fourth of the Revised Statutes are 
vested in the inspectors of county prisons ; and the duties of the 
keepers of each prison that they may examine shall be the same 
in relation to them as in the section aforesaid are imposed on 
the keepers of such prisons in relation to the inspectors thereof. 
Provided, that no such examination or inspection of any prison 
shall be made until an order for that purpose, to be granted by 
the chancellor of this State, or one of the judges of the Supreme 
Court, or by a vice-chancellor or circuit judge, or by the first 
judge of the county in which the prison to be examined shall be 
situated shall first have been had and obtained, which order shaf 
specify the name of the prison to be examined, the names of ♦^^ 
persons members of the association by whom the examinatio"^^» 
to be made, and the time within which the same must be ^ ^^ 
eluded." -ag®" 
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The Revised Statutes, part 4, chapter 3, title 1, section 24, 
contains the following additional provision relating to the sub- 
ject, to wit: 

** § 24. It shall be the duty of the keepers of each of the said 
prisons to admit the inspectors, or any one of them, into every 
part of such prison ; to exhibit to them, on demand, all the 
books, papers and documents and accounts pertaining to the 
prison, or to the persons confined therein, and. to render them 
every other facility in their power to enable them to discharge 
the duties above prescribed. And for the purpose of obtaining 
the necessary information to enable them to make such report as 
is above required, the said inspectors shall have power to exam- 
ine on oath, to be administered by either of the said inspectors, 
any of the officers of the said prisons, and to converse with any 
of the prisoners confined therein, without the presence of the 
keepers thereof, or any of them." 

These powers and prerogatives were conferred upon the Prison 
Association, because observation and experience had convinced 
our legislators that there were abuses to be corrected in the 
penal institutions of the State ; that the wardens, deputy war- 
dens and their subordinates were too often appointed solely on 
political grounds, without reference to fitness either of temper, 
judgment or particular training, for the responsible duties of 
their position ; that in the minds of the officials the idea had 
hardly found a lodgment that prisoners were men, often, indeed, 
erring, sinful, depraved, but still men having similar feelings, 
sympathies, desires, and aspirations with themselves ; that cruel 
and inhuman punishments were often administered to them and 
sometimes for slight ofiFences, or no offence at all ; that the food, 
warmth, ventilation and sanitary condition of the prisons were 
not made the subject of inquiry and improvement, as should 
have been the case ; and that in some cases a system of oppres- 
sion and terrorism was practiced which effectually prevented the 
suffering prisoner from disclosing the character of the tortures 
he was compelled to undergo. 

To remedy these evils and to reform these abuses became the 

^ission of this association ; and although, to some extent, they 

*U exist, much has been accomplished by sixteen years of effort 

fulfill the promise of our organization. 
chartering the Prison Association, the Legislature also had 
'wAb poisibla working out of the problem of prisoa maa-^ 
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agement and discipline, which in other states and countries had, 
even in 1846, been made the subject of years of patient experi- 
ment and study. Theories of prison reform had been, elsewhere, 
put in practice and permanently established, as humane and use- 
ful innovations upon the heartless system of past generations. 
In other communities the impression had become conviction that 
the object of imprisonment was not solely penal and vindictive, 
but reformatory and meliorating, and that while restrained of 
his liberty the offender was most favorably situated to receive 
such a bias as would fit him to re-enter society a better man and 
a truer citizen. To eflFect these purposes a variety of measures 
had been adopted and had proved successful, measurably at least, 
in promoting such reformation. A chief obstacle to prison 
reform here as elsewhere was the contract system, which, with 
all its suppositious advantages in a pecuniary sense, possessed 
several serious objectionable features. Other grave difficulties 
were directly in the path of all who, with earnest purpose, 
entered upon the thankless task of improving the prison system 
then disgracing our State. To this association was committed 
the responsible duty of investigating existing abuses, and of 
suggesting measures which might ameliorate the convict's condi- 
tion, without extracting the sting of punishment or reducing the 
wages of crime. 

During its sixteen years of existence and effort our association 
has steadily labored on in its philanthropic work, amid many dis- 
couragements and against numerous obstacles. Its committees 
have, at their own cost and not without frequent personal sacri- 
fices, visited such of the prisons as they could ; and, as our suc- 
cessive annual reports attest, have fairly and frankly stated their 
condition. These reports, we have reason to know, have been of 
service in reforming abuses, in stimulating the erection of better 
county prisons, in suggesting improvements upon existing methods 
of management, and in influencing the more careful selection of 
prison officers. 

The time has now come, however, when a more frequent, 
thorough and comprehensive examination of our prisons is 
demanded ; a visitation which shall be systematic and searching 
in its investigation of the prisoner's condition ; as to the sani- 
tary regulations of the prisons themselves; the health, habits, 
morals, instruction, and treatment of their inmates ; the fitness of 
the officials for their very responsible positions ; the advantages 



14 [Amkmblt 

and disadvantages of the present and other competing systems of 
prison management ; the necessity of modification in the laws 
now found to be oppressive and unequal for certain offences ; the 
propriety of transferring prisoners demented or partially insane 
to the Lunatic Asylum, at Auburn. 

Upon these and kindred points there is a demand for careful 
and laborious inquiry of the most priaictical kind ; and it is 
doubtless with this view of the importance and urgency of the 
case that His Excellency the Governor has, in his last annual 
message, urged upon the Legislature the appointment of a salaried 
inspector to perform the very duties which by previous legisla- 
tive enactment and appointment have been devolved upon the 
Prison Association, and which nothing but pecuniary disability 
has prevented it from most fully performing. The appropriation 
to this association of the sum proposed to be devoted to the 
endowment of a new office in the State would seem to be a more 
apposite method of accomplishing the object aimed at, especially 
as sixteen years of gratuitous, self-sacrificing labor, detailed in 
our annual reports to the Legislature, have given us some claim 
to consideration before being summarily supplanted in the man- 
ner proposed. 

It may not be improper in this place to refer to a bill relative 
to prison discipline now awaiting the action of your honorable 
body. This bill proposes to grant an abbreviation of the term 
of punishment equal to one day in the week, as a reward for 
good conduct, and an incentive thereto. The principle thus 
enunciated, although correct in the abstract and humane in its 
aim, is open to one or two serious objections unless put into prac- 
tice under carefully guarded provisions. The system suggested 
may be in our State, as elsewhere it has been, made a medium of 
favoritism and injustice on the part of the under-keepers who, in 
the nature of the case, must report upon the conduct of the pri- 
soner, and whose prejudices for or against individual prisoners 
are likely to influence and shape the reports thus made. Again, 
the practical effect of the proposed plan has been such in Eng- 
land, and some of the continental states of Europe, that the 
parties to whom advantage has accrued have been, generally, the 
cunning adepts in crime, who by servile obedience to prison laws 
have gained the partiality of their keepers, while more impul- 
sive, but vastly less vicious, prisoners frequently violate the rales 
in some trifling particular, and thus fail to receive any beneiLt 
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from the provision so plainly intended for the advantage of just 
such inmates of the prison. 

To frame a law so as to avoid injustice on the part of keepers 
and deceit on the part of adept criminals, will be found a difficut 
task. The radical first step towards reducing to practice the 
well meant provisions of the bill would be, in our judgment, the 
introduction of capable, kind-hearted men, who fear God and 
hate evil, as keepers, wardens, turnkeys and guards, into our 
several prisons. If the appointment of prison officials were 
made to meet the qualifications we have named, there would be 
small necessity for the passage of the bill referred to, and good 
conduct on the part of prisoners would soon become the rule and 
not the exception, without reference to the recompense of reward. 

It has ever been the aim of the Prison Association, (never lost 
sight of by our agents,) while extending its helping hand to the 
innocent, unfortunate and erring, to avoid impeding or obstruct- 
ing the course of justice or the impartial administration of law. 
Our courts will unhesitatingly and without exception concede that 
such has been our consistent and constant course. But the asso- 
ciation would be derelict in duty did it fail to protest earnestly 
against the passage of a bill such as that above referred to, 
which would, in its results, inflict so much of outrage and oppres- 
sion upon the poor and friendless prisoner left to the cruel tender 
mercies of partial and prejudiced prison officers. May no such 
law find a place in our statute books, unless preceded by some 
remedial action as to the officials who are to carry into practice 
its well meant provisions I 

In presenting its sixteenth annual report to the Legislature, 
the Prison Association of New York can conscientiously claim 
to have performed to the utmost extent of its limited ability and 
resources the duties designated in its charter, together with such 
others as, in addition thereto, natiually suggested themselves in 
the line of philanthropic labor. In our practical sympathy with 
those whom society has ostracised because a prison's walls have 
once confined them, or a court of justice hastily condemned them, 
we do not forget to wage a whole-hearted crusade against crime, 
nor do we permit mere emotion and sentiment to sway our action 
with regard to the hardened criminal. Our objects and desires, 
as an organization, are too clearly defined by our charter, and 
too abundantly illustrated by the past sixteen years of efficient 
usefulness to require elaboration or elucidation at this late day* 
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The simplest statement of a single year's routine suffices to show 
how necessary to society, how indispensable to the prisoner, and 
how doubly blessed in result must be the work in which the 
Prison Association is engaged. The consciousness of having 
done all that could be done with resources so limited and in a 
time of National distress and danger, remains with us ; the 
responsibility for the vast amount of needed labor for the priso- 
ner's benefit, left unperformed, rests upon others. We confidently 
challenge comparison, as to efficiency and practical usefulness — 
the sum of money expended being considered — between the 
Prison Association of New York and any benevolent organiza- 
tion in the State, whatever its sphere of labor. And we refer to 
the following pages, embracing the merest outline of our many- 
sided work, as performed by our faithful agent in his daily rounds 
in a single year, as illustrating the economy which we are all 
accustomed and compelled to practice. At the same time these 
facts and figures must be suggestive as to the infinitude of benefi- 
cence in the same direction, now lying beyond our reach, but 
which, were our income increased, might be brought within the 
range of our yearly routine. If this record of labor performed, 
true charity practiced, crime prevented, misery relieved, and 
social peace and safety promoted, be read in the light of our 
treasurer's report, we are content. 

In previous reports, frequent reference has been made to the 
scantiness of the means at our disposal for prosecuting the great 
work we have undertaken to perform. Dependent entirely upon 
voluntary, individual, contributions for the money that sustains 
the association and enables it to pursue its humane course of 
duty; the wonder is, that that the Prison Association still sur- 
vives. After many years of successive appeals to the same circle 
of noble-hearted men, who have learned to appreciate the value 
and necessity of such an institution, our means of support have 
become precarious and less than ever sufficient. The changes 
naturally occurring, in sixteen years, in a commercial metropolis 
like New York, have materially contracted this circle of true 
friends, until, now, we realize their loss in our diminished income 
and its irregular receipt. In this strait, and confident of the 

9 

public utility of our labors and the necessity for their continu- 
ance, we might be constrained to ask an appropriation from the 
State treasury of a sum sufficient to evince the State's appreeta* 
tion and recognitioii of our efforts ; but, at a time when the 
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safety of the nation, the perpetuity of democratic government, 
the preservation of our Federal Union and the defence of our 
liberties, occupy, as they should, the minds of all patriots ; and 
when the treasury of the State is so nobly responding to the 
calls upon it for the equipment of a hundred thousand volunteers : 
our association has no heart to prefer any claim which shall inter- 
fere with the demands of the crisis, and we are content to labor 
and to wait until returning peace and reviving prosperity shall 
once more gladden the community and justify our formal appli- 
cation for pecuniary assistance. 

JOHN DAVID WOLFE, 

President 
JNO. H. GRISCOM, 
Chairman of Executive Committee, 
JAMES C. HOLDEN, 

Recording Secretary. 

Office of Prison Association, 15 Centre st., ) 

New York, February 1862. J 

To the Committee on Detentions^ F. W. Ballard, Esq., Chaiiman: 
Dear Sir : In conformity with our uniform practice, the follow- 
ing brief report of our last year's labors and the sixteenth year 
of our chartered existence, is respectfully submitted to you for 
presentation to the executive board of the association. 

The extent of the wide field of operations thus opened to your 
committee in the two cities of New York and Brooklyn alone, 
irrespective of our detention prisons in every county of our 
State, can be best conceived by my stating the number of those 
charged with crime ; and by a survey of the frightful magnitude 
of your field of operations, which clearly shows that its interests 
and requirements are of no insignificant or ordinary importance. 

Detentions. 

This department includes all those persons who are arrested 
and detained for examination or for trial, or as witnesses, in 
either of our prisons, and in both cities. 

Statistics of the city prison and houses of detention, from the 
reportj^Dec. 31, 1861, of Mr. Charles Sutton, warden to the Board 
of Commissioners of Public Charities and Corrections : 
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TABLE D. 






Nativity. 

• 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


Ireland _. 


11,672 

6,560 

2,368 

828 

385 

227 

273 

267 

126 

78 

72 

64 

46 

39 

37 

32 

25 

18 

16 

6 

4 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 


12,603 

3,372 

1,224 

622 

238 

18 

69 

63 

38 

4 

8 

35 

8 


24,275 


United States 


9,932 


Germany ,.»_...-..---....- . 


3,592 


England 


1,450 


Scotland 


623 


France ..... , 


245 


Italy 


332 


Canada 


330 


Unknown 


164 


Prussia 


82 


Poland 


80 


Switzerland ..... .... . 


99 


West Indies ........ . 


46 


Sweden ., 


39 


Nova Scotia . 


31 


Wales 


40 


Russia 


25 


China . -.-. . 


18 


Spain .. 


16 


Portugal 


6 


Austria . ..• .... 


4 




3 


Denmark 


2 


Hungary 

East Indies 


2 
2 




2 


Mexico .... 


2 




2 






Total 


23,157 


18,292 


41,449 
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From the foregoing tables it will be seen that our labors 
extend to the following police courts and prisons : 

City Prison. 
This is the great reservoir of criminal justice from the police 
courts and minor prisons. Streams are daily pouring into the 
** Tombs.^^ Nearly all who are committed for trial are collected 
here, as indicated by the subjoined figures : 

White White Colored Colored 
males, females, males, females. Total. 
First District, CUy Prison; 

Remaining in CQStody January 1, 1861 208 63 10 4 285 

Received during the year 15,697 14,458 660 312 Sl>027 

Sscond District, Jefferson Market Prison: 

Discharged or transferred 2,845 1 ,453 73 59 4,430 

Sent to BlackwelPs Island 333 465 15 13 826 

Third District, Essex Market Prison: 

Discharged or transferred 2, 570 864 13 12 3,459 

Sent to Blackwells Island 91 823 2 .... 416 

Fourth District, YorkvilU Prison: 

Discharged or transferred 876 262 5 8 1,146 

Sent to BlackwelPs Island 73 66 4 2 145 

Total number of commitments to our district prisons in the city of New York alone, 41,449 

Committed to Kings county jail, Raymond street, Brooklyn, 
5,765. To the Flatbush Penitentiary, Kings county, 1,378. 

This terrible crowd was composed of persons of many coun- 
tries, languages and peoples, and of almost all ages — from the 
child of six years to the infirm of seventy and eighty — and a 
very large proportion of them charged with crime, and guilty 
too. Oh I what a fearful state of things ; what an expense to our 
city, county and State, not to speak of the consequences to them- 
selves and others, both for time and eternity. 

The question is, at the outset, forced upon us, what has pro- 
duced this tide of recklessness and crime ? It would not prove 
uninteresting carefully to examine the causes ; they are many. 
Has the use of intoxicating drink produced any change in the 
character and habits of any portion of this class of unfortunates? 
We have the answer in the following reliable statistics : 

1861. Males. Females. Total. 

Number received who were of temperate habits 4>996 2,222 7,210 

« << intemperate 18,161 16,070 34,239 

23,157 18,292 41,449 

Thus it will be conceded that the drinking usages of our people 
are the n^ost prolific sonrce of crime. Directly or indirectly, 
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they furnish a vast proportion of the subjects for our peniten- 
tiaries, jails and State prisons. Our workhouses, almshouses and 
lunatic asylums ; yes, and all our other public institutions* are 
inconveniently crowded by the victims of strong drink. Let 
then this plague be stayed, and a better day will dawn upon our 
country and the world. To facilitate ** a consummation so 
devoutly to be wished," efforts of two kinds are especially needed ; 
one to preserve the temperate, and the other to restore those 
whose condition has been considered hopeless. Let these efforts 
be increased a hundred fold ; let ministers preach ; let churches 
resolve ; let the Legislature enact good laws ; let medical and 
benevolent associations combine; let the press labor; let even 
the temperate abstain; let a correct and efficient public senti- 
ment be created, that shall banish this hydra-headed and wide 
spread evil. 

Oh ! that the time may speedily come when there shall be a 
union of untiring effort by those making claim to patriotism, 
philanthrophy and religion that this fearful tide of intemperance 
may be stayed. There are other sources of vice and crime, but 
none contribute so largely to swell this ocean of transgression, 
poverty, disease and death. 

The following statement, abstracted from the summary of the 
general labors of the association shows what has been accom- 
plished in this department within the last year. 

Upwards of 6,000 persons have been visited in our various 
detention prisons ; one thousand three hundred and thirty-eight 
complaints were carefully examined ; four hundred and sixty-one 
of that number were discontinued on our advice, they being 
frivolous and of trivial importance ; five hundred and six persons 
have been discharged from custody on our recommendation. 

Persons visiting the criminal courts of this city must be 
impressed with the number, the very great number, of juvenile 
offenders who are arraigned for petty crimes, a majority of whom 
might, by judicious treatment, be reclaimed from their evil ways 
and by being placed in proper situations away from poverty and 
city temptations made valuable members of society. Many of 
this class of both sexes and tender years, who have been induced 
by hunger, want of employment, or evil associations, to perpe- 
trate small thefts, before being sentenced to the companionship 
of older and more hardened offenders, if relieved from their posi- 
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lion by some charitable hand would in all probability never 
again be found in the ranks of criminals. 

Oftentimes the police justices are inclined to step to the rescue 
of these young erring and neglected ones, but the accumulation 
of business upon their hands allows them but little time to 
thoroughly investigate the cases of delinquents. On the con- 
trary, they are obliged to dispose of the greatest possible num- 
ber in the shortest space of time, and the theoretically reforma- 
tory punisTiment proves the moans of burling these erring youth 
into the abyss of crime, wherein they are soon engulphed beyond 
redemption. 

This class of juvenile offenders uniformly commands our special 
attention. In many instances such have been aided, and in such 
a way as we trust to prevent a repetition of dishonest practices. 

In all our visits to the prisoners we carefully look after the 
innocent, (and such are to be found,) the examination or trial of 
such is hastened ; and if friendless and without money, they are 
counselled and in every possible way aided. 

In complaints of assault and battery, and more especially 
those between husband and wife, and in cases of abandonment, 
we have successfully labored. In many instances the association 
has been instrumental in reconciling the parties to each other, 
and a better way of life has been shown them, and peace and 
harmony in many a broken family has been restored in this way. 
Thousands of dollars have been thus saved which would have 
been expended on these very persons as criminals and paupers. 

Another class we carefully select, viz : the inexperienced in 
crime, the penitent, and those who desire to make restitution, 
where there is but little or no aggravation and where there is 
reliable evidence of previous good character. In all such cases, 
and they are many, the association gathers all the facts and pre- 
sents them truthfully to the authorities, and on our recommenda- 
tion often the courts impose light and nominal sentences, which 
constrain such persons to go and sin no more. 

We append hereto a number of cases selected from the diary 
of the agent, showing the work daily performed by the associa- 
tion in its mission of mercy. 

Extracts from Diary of Detention Cases. 
No. 1. Had been in prison seven weeks, on suspicion of lar- 
ceny. The grand jury threw out the complaint, and he was dia* 
charged. 
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The association furnished him with decent clothing, and the 
means to reach his home in a distant county, for which he 
appeared very thankful. 

No. 2. Was charged with burglary in the third degree. The 
papers showed that he was seen late in the evening going up 

street with two horse blankets on his arm, and he was 

arrested on suspicion of stealing them. On the following day 
they were identified by the owner as property stolen from him. 

The association ascertained that this man's previous character 
had been very good, and that he had a wife and four children. 
These facts were shown to the court, and a lenient sentence 
imposed. The man and his family expressed great thankfulness 
to the association for saving him from a state prison. 

No. 3. Called at our office to say she should never forget the 
timely aid afforded her by the association when she was in prison, 
charged with larceny ; but for such interposition a state prison 
might have been her portion. She now needed some friendly 
counsel ; she has two small children, a sister and a drunken 
husband to support; that he had not earned a dollar in the last 
five months ; herself and sister worked at shirt-making-^-sitting 
from early morning until one, two and three o'clock the next 
morning — and her health was failing. 

We advised her first to lessen her domestic expenditure, and 
as to her husband (he being too lazy to earn hio daily bread and 
utterly regardless of her and his children,) that she should get 
rid of him by going before a police justice with a reliable wit- 
ness and entering a complaint; and that we would attend the 
examination and urge the court, should that be necessary, to com- 
mit him, as a vagant, to the island for six months. Our advice 
was taken, and he was transferred to the care of the proper 
authorities. The poor woman was aided with a little money. 

In such cases, would it not be more fair and equitable to com- 
pel the liquor seller to provide for the family ? 

No. 4. Called to say that he had been confined in jail for three 
months, on suspicion of grand larceny ; at length he was pro- 
nounced to be innocent and discharged. 

He appeared to be an honest man, and we sent him to his home 
in a distant city. He was seemingly very thankful. 

No. 5. Was remanded last court day, on conviction of an 
attempt at larceny from the person, and was now brought up for 
sentence. 
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The association ascertained that he had seen better days ; from 
causes beyond his control he was now sadly reduced, consequent 
on his want of business employment, besides having a wife and 
four helpless children. He solemnly promised never to make 
another such attempt. Another chance was given him, — judg- 
ment was suspended, and he was discharged. 

No. 6. Was convicted of petit larceny and remanded for sen- 
tence, with a request that the association would report to the 
court the result of an enquiry into his character. When brought 
up for judgment, we could say nothing in his favor, but right the 
opposite. He was then sent to the penitentiary for six months. 

No. 7. Called and begged the association to do all in its power 
for her unfortunate husband, then in the Tombs on charge of 
grand larceny in stealing a large amount from his former 
employer, with whv»m he had lived a period of four years and 
three months. In December last he left his employ with a good 
character, since then he has acquired drinking habits, and if 
guilty must have perpetrated it when under the influence of 
liquor. 

The complainant felt a strong sympathy for him, and under 
our advice he plead guilty of an attempt. Judgment was sus- 
pended and he was discharged. The property had all been 
restored. 

No. 8. Aged 18, was brought up for trial on charge of an 
attempt at grand larceny. Under the advice of the association 
he plead guilty. 

The court was then solicited to be lenient towards him, this 
being the first time he had been charged with crime. On his 
solemn promise to mend his ways, and in consideration of his 
former good character and the recommendation of the associa- 
tion, judgment was suspended and he was furnished with the 
means to reach the residence of his parents and friends. 

No. 9. Was a second time brought before the court of special 
sessions, charged with petit larceny. The association reminded 
the court of her previous conduct, and that the mercy previously 
shown her had been ill bestowed. She was then sent to the 
higher court and sentenced for twelve months to the penitentiary 
on the former conviction. 

No. 10. Had been in city prison for thirteen weeks, on com- 
plaint of his wife for abandonment. He said that he was 59 
years old, and that during the laat thirteen years he bad been a 
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ship's cook. On his return trip from Liverpool, two years since, 
he found his wife living with another person as her husband, and 
he has refused and does refuse to support her. 

We ascertained her to be a woman of miserable character, and 
he to be a worthy ** old tar." We lost no further time in procur- 
ing his discharge, for which he expressed many thanks. 

No. 11. Thirteen unfortunate creatures called at our office 
to-day, asking for money, clothes or employment. Most of them 
were without homes, wretched and desolate. The most sober 
were selected and aided. 

No. 12. Two German men were brought up for trial on charge 
of burglary in the third degree. The one had been for some 
weeks out of work, and when half starved he was tempted to 
break into the basement of a pork store whence he carried away 
about thirty pounds of sausages. He subsequently asked the 
other man to sell them for him. He went from store to store 
until he called on the man from whom they had been stolen, he 
recognized them, — whether from his sense of smell, taste or sight, 
we know not, — but this led to the arrest of the two prisoners. 

With the consent of complainant a plea of an attempt was 
placed on the record in the case of the one who stole them. He 
was sentenced for twelve months, and the other poor fellow who 
could not have known they had been stolen, was discharged. He 
thanked the association for interfering in his behalf. 

No. 13. A respectable and interesting young man was brought 
up for trial on an indictment for grand larceny. He had no 
counsel, and the association felt interested in the case. He had 
been employed by one of our most respectable citizens in this 
city as clerk in their firm. On this occasion he was sent to 
deposit in bank $392.25. As he alleges, on his way a young man 
whom he had seen before, but who was a comparative stranger, 
addressed him. He asked him to take a glass of wine. They 
retired and drank two or three glasses, — to which he was unac- 
customed. They each talked of their situations. When the 
stranger ascertained that he was going to the bank, he looked at 
his book, saying, ** I will show you how nearly I can imitate that 
handwriting." He did so in the bank book, and said, ** Now you 
need not go there, as the amount you named is already acknow- 
ledged. How much shall I take ?" He replied, ** None." But 
he insisted on having, as he said, the odd money. This was 
resisted, but he at length determined to have a portion, and he 
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abstracted $22.25, and hastily disappeared, leaving the clerk 
with a balance of $370. 

He solemnlj assured our agent that this was a true statement. 
He said that he felt somewhat confused from the wine he had 
drank, and much excited that he had lost a portion of his 
employer's money. He walked to and fro for a time, then started 
up Chatham street to the Bowery, When he reached the savings 
bank, he went in and deposited the $370. He subsequently 
returned to his employer's store, when he was requested to go 
out and collect some outstanding accounts, and during his 
absence another clerk was sent to make a deposit, when the for- 
gery was discovered. A police officer was sent for, who was on 
the alert after the delinquent; he, however, soon returned with 
the money collected. 

When asked what was done with the $392.25 he was speech- 
less, prevaricated, and denied appropriating it to his own use, 
and at length told all the truth. He was accompanied by the 
officer to the Bowery bank, where the $370 was found and drawn 
out. 

The employers were seen by the agent of the association, and 
they felt mercifully disposed towards him ; he had been in city 
prison for nine weeks, and had shown evident symptoms of genu- 
ine penitence, and they would like to see him discharged, pro- 
vided he would leave the city. His brother and friends were 
also seen. They could not account for the egregious blunder he 
had committed, — his past habits and whole demeanor were the 
result of deeply rooted Christian principles, as all thought who 
knew him best. 

The association made all the extenuating circumstances in his 
case known to the district attorney, who kindly accepted a plea 
of an attempt at grand larceny, and the court was pleased, on 
our solicitation, to suspend judgment and discharge him. His 
friends enabled him to reach the home of his relatives, where we 
have a confident hope he will yet do well. He subsequently 
wrote us a letter of thanks. 

No. 14. Was an inmate of the city prison for seven weeks, on 
charge of passing a $2 counterfeit bill, knowing it to be such. 
We hurried up his trial from a conviction in our minds of his 
innocence. The grand jury threw out the complaint. He 
repaired to our office, his wants were relieved, a clean shirt and 
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other nseful garments were freely given him, with a line of intro- 
duction to a kind man who gave him temporary employment. 

No. 15. Was foand in prison, fully committed for trial on 
charge of grand larceny. The complainant had lost his pocket 
book containing, as he said, $46. He knew not where or when 
he had lost his money. He supposed that he might have pulled 
it out of his pocket with his handkerchief, and in prisoner's 
apartments. He was led to this conclusion from the fact that 
the latter had paid his rent and had purchased a stove and half 
a dozen chairs since his loss. 

The papers were sent promptly to the district attorney. "We 
begged that they might be sent before the grand jury. They 
threw out the complaint, and the prisoner was the same day dis- 
charged. 

He and his wife called to thank the association for the prompt 
assistance rendered them in their poverty and helplessness. We 

introduced* him to Mr. , a builder, who kindly gave him a 

good long job. 

We afterwards learned that the pocket book and its contents 
were found in the boarding house of the complainant. 

No. 16 Called and asked advice. She said her husband had 
been in prison more than seven weeks on her complaint, for neg- 
lecting to provide for her and her child. He solemnly promised 
to cease drinking and become a better man. She wanted to pro- 
cure his discharge. The whole of the past week had been 
devoted to this object, but she had been unsuccessful ; she stated 
that they were in abject want. 

The man was seen ; he signed the pledge and promised to 
become a sober steady man. The authorities consented to his 
release, and he was discharged. The association lent them a 
trifle of money to begin the world anew. 

No. 17. Was charged with grand larceny, in stealing a gold 
watch. The facts were as follows : the accused went into a city 
saloon to take some refreshment, and while there he listened to 
a warm discussion in relation to John Brown's enterprise at 
Harper's Perry, his trial and sentence. One of the company 
ofiered to bet $100 that he would not be hanged in Virginia; 
another said he would take the bet. The half drunken goose not 
having the cash pulled out his gold watch, at the same time 
placing it in the hands of the young man now accused until the 
bet was adjusted. He left the saloon, and the man lost his watch. 



40 [AsSdCBLT 

He was arrested and tried for the offence ; the jury could not 
agree and were discharged. 

The association having ascertained the character of the priso- 
ner to be very good, deemed it best to put in a plea of guilty of 
an attempt, when the judgment was suspended and he was dis- 
charged. 

No. 18. Two small boys were brought into the Kings county jail 
while we were visiting the inmates. They were asked when they 
were here before, and they replied "Never." Of one smart little 
fellow we asked, ** Where can I find your father ?" He replied, 
** He is in this prison for getting drunk, sentenced twenty days." 
** Where can I find your mother?" He said, "My mother is in 
the prison for ten days, and for getting tight." They were seen, 
and severely reproved. 

The two little neglected boys were sent to the refuge on charge 
of stealing a pocket book from off a counter in a grocery store. 

No. 19. Was convicted of stealing $4.50 from a moaey drawer. 
He was remanded for sentence, with a request by the court that 
the agent of the association would make some enquiry into his 
past history and report. The enquiry was made, the result justi- 
fied the recommendation to the court to commit him to the house 
of refuge, which was done. 

No. 20. A decent but care-worn woman called at our office to 
ask our advice. She informed us that her husband was arrested 
in August 1858, on charge of making twenty bogus half dollar 
and twenty-five cent pieces. He obtained bail, and then resolved 
to leave the State, having indemnified his surety by placing in 
his hands the amount of his bond. She stated that he had fol- 
lowed an honest and thriving business in a far remote State, and 
that he can procure the highest testimony of character from men 
in good position. She asked, ** Can the burden be taken from 
his mind in relation to this charge, and how ?" 

We obtained the names of several gentlemen who knew him 
well, and with whom he is now doing a respectable business. We 
wrote them and received very favorable answers, and we then 
waited on the United States district attorney, and consulted him 
asking permission to surrender him to the marshal, and then to 
plead to the indictment ; but with the strongest hopes that His 
Honor Judge Betts, would be pleased to suspend the judgment 
and discharge him. The whole case was submitted to the judge ; 
^ e recommended his surrender, in which we acquiesced* The 
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plea was recorded and the humane court ordered his discharge. 
The man and wife were much affected. 

No. 21. On charge of abandonment had been in the Tombs for 
eighty-two days. 'We found him poor, dirty and wretched, with- 
out a change of linen or clothing. No one had been to see him, 
in fact he was unknown. We tried to find his wife, but she had 
moved away. We then applied to the authorities for his dis- 
charge, which was accomplished. 

These are difficult cases for prompt adjustment, as we have 
tiniformly found the faults between such husbands and their 
wives pretty fairly balanced* 

No. 22. Was convicted of assault and battery, and was fined 
by the court $20 or stand committed. 

The association had been favorably impressed with this young 
man's appearance ; diligent inquiries were made concerning him, 
and the result proved him to be sober, industrious and peace- 
ably disposed ; but under great provocation he had struck the 
complainant. 

The sentence appeared from our stand point to be severe and 
disproportionate to the offence. The court was importuned to 
remit the fine, or a portion of the same. It was reduced to $10, 
which the. young man's employer immediately paid, and he was 
discharged. 

No. 23. Had been in the Tombs elevetf weeks, on the charge of 
uttering a bogus fifty cent piece. She said that she had been 
out to do a day's work and received a dollar bill; that she had 
no money but this bill, which was changed by the conductor of 
a Second avenue car. She did not know the character of the 
half dollar ; she had four children, and was discharged. 

No. 24. Aged 17, was arraigned on an indictment charging her 
with stealing two bracelets and a breast pin, valued at $40. We 
learned that she had been induced to leave her home by the cap* 
tain of a sloop, who conveyed her from the country to this city j 
that he had hired a room and kept her there but a very short time, 
when he introduced her to a lager bier saloon and then deserted 
her. There she became acquainted With two bad persons, who 
urged her to "take care of herself," and then leave. They 
pledged the bracelets for $G. She left the saloon and was soon 
arrested on this charge. Having no money or counsel, we advised 
her to plead guilty of an attempt of grand larceny, which was 
accepted by the district attorney. 
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He was arrested and tried for the offence ; the jury could not 
agree and were discharged. 

The association having ascertained the character of the priso- 
ner to be very good, deemed it best to put in a plea of guilty of 
an attempt, when the judgment was suspended and he was dis- 
charged. 

No. 18. Two small boys were brought into the Kings county jail 
while we were visiting the inmates. They were asked when they 
were here before, and they replied "Never." Of one smart little 
fellow we asked, ** Where can I find your father ?" He replied, 
** He is in this prison for getting drunk, sentenced twenty days." 
** Where can I find your mother ?" He said, ** My mother is in 
the prison for ten days, and for getting tight." They were seen, 
and severely reproved. 

The two little neglected boys were sent to the refuge on charge 
of stealing a pocket book from off a counter in a grocery store. 

No. 19. Was convicted of stealing $4.50 from a moaey drawer. 
He was remanded for sentence, with a request by the court that 
the agent of the association would make some enquiry into his 
past history and report. The enquiry was made, the result justi- 
fied the recommendation to the court to commit him to the house 
of refuge, which was done. 

No. 20. A decent but care-worn woman called at our office to 
ask our advice. She informed us that her husband was arrested 
in August 1858, on charge of making twenty bogus half dollar 
and twenty-five cent pieces. He obtained bail, and then resolved 
to leave the State, having indemnified his surety by placing in 
his hands the amount of his bond. She stated that he had fol- 
lowed an honest and thriving business in a far remote State, and 
that he can procure the highest testimony of character from men 
in good position. She asked, ** Can the burden be taken from 
his mind in relation to this charge, and how ?" 

We obtained the names of several gentlemen who knew him 
well, and with whom he is now doing a respectable business. We 
wrote them and received very favorable answers, and we then 
waited on the United States district attorney, and consulted him 
asking permission to surrender him to the marshal, and then to 
plead to the indictment ; but with the strongest hopes that His 
Honor Judge Betts, would be pleased to suspend the judgment 
and discharge him. The whole case was submitted to the judge ,• 
he recommended his surrender, in which we acquiesced. The 
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plea was recorded and the humane court ordered his discharge. 
The man and wife were much affected. 

No. 21. On charge of abandonment had been in the Tombs for 
eighty-two days. 'We found hira poor, dirty and wretched, with- 
out a change of linen or clothing. No one had been to see hira, 
in fact he was unknown. We tried to find his wife, but she had 
moved away. We then applied to the authorities for his dis- 
charge, which was accomplished. 

These are difficult cases for prompt adjustment, as we have 
uniformly found the faults between such husbands and their 
wives pretty fairly balanced. 

No. 22. Was convicted of assault and battery, and Was fined 
by the court $20 or stand committed. 

The association had been favorably impressed with this young 
man's appearance ; diligent inquiries were made concerning him, 
and the result proved him to be sober, industrious and peace- 
ably disposed ; but under great provocation he had struck the 
complainant. 

The sentence appeared from our stand point to be severe and 
disproportionate to the offence. The court was importuned to 
remit the fine, or a portion of the same. It was reduced to $10, 
which the young man's employer immediately paid, and he was 
discharged. 

No. 23. Had been in the Tombs elevetf weeks, on the charge of 
tittering a bogus fifty cent piece. She said that she had been 
out to do a day's work and received a dollar bill ; that she had 
no money but this bill, which was changed by the conductor of 
a Second avenue car. She did not know the character of the 
half dollar ; she had four children, and was discharged. 

No. 24. Aged 17, was arraigned on an indictment charging her 
with stealing two bracelets and a breast pin, valued at $40. We 
learned that she had been induced to leave her home by the cap* 
tain of a sloop, who conveyed her from the country to this cityj 
that he had hired a room and kept her there but a very short time, 
when he introduced her to a lager bier saloon and then deserted 
her. There she became acquainted With two bad persons, who 
urged her to "take care of herself," and then leave. They 
pledged the bracelets for $G. She left the saloon and was soon 
arrested on this charge. Having no money or counsel, we advised 
her to plead guilty of an attempt of grand larceny, which was 
accepted by the district attorney. 
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The recorder remonstrated with her as to her past coDduct, 
but would suspend the judgment provided she would consent to 
^o wherever the prison association should suggest. On this con- 
dition she was remanded and placed at our disposal. An emi- 
nently christian lady was written to, who promptly undertook to 
take her under her own supervision. We trust she will be 
restored to purity of character and friends. 

No. 25. Was seen in the city prison most sadly distracted in 
mind. She had been convicted of assault and battery and fined 
by the court $25. She said a woman living in the same house 
greatly provoked her, when she went down into the yard with 
axe in hand and cut her own clothes line from the posts merely 
to prevent her from using it. This was the sum of her offending. 
She told us that her husband was paralysed and unable to take 
care of himself; that she had two children now wandering about 
the streets, added to which her landlord had served her with a 
6ummoi\s of ejectment and she would be put on the sidewalk. 

The agent of the association went to the house agent, and to 
the neighbors, where he ascertained all her statements to be 
truthful. The justices were seen without delay, and all the cir- 
cumstances submitted to them, with an earnest request that they 
would remit the fine. The fine was remitted, and she was dis- 
charged. 

No. 26. Called to enlist the sympathy and aid of the associa- 
tion in behalf of his daughter, who was charged with false pre- 
tenses. We declined to do anything for her, she being habitually 
untruthful and dishonest. We labored to show the poor man 
that ** whatsoever a man soweth that shall he aldo reap.'' 

No. 27. Two sailors were brought into the court of general 
sessions on an indictment for robbery in the first degree. We 
had ascertained that the prisoners and complainant had sailed 
together in one ship, and when paid off were drinking together 
for three days, when the alleged offence was committed. The 
association felt that the conduct of these two men could not be 
justified, but that under the influence of strong drink this act of 
drunken indiscretion was committed, and that it did not come 
within the meaning of the law of robbery. The complainant 
told his story, when we begged the district attorney to accept a 
plea of assault and battery with intent to commit a larceny. 
This was placed on the record, and the court sentenced the one 
to three years and the other to two years, in Sing Sing prison. 
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The compliance of the district attorney saved them the one seven 
years, the other eight years, imprisonment. They heartily 
thanked the association. We trust they will show it in their 
lives. 

No. 28. Was brought up for trial on an indictment for grand 
larceny. Diligent enquiries were made of his previous charac- 
ter ; it had been without reproach. The property was restored, 
amounting to $30. 

The complainant was seen by the agent of the association, who 
felt satisfied that the young man had never transgressed before ; 
that he was sincerely penitent, and would not be guilty of another 
dishonest act. Under our advice, he pleaded guilty of an 
attempt, when the judge mercifully suspended the judgment and 
discharged him. 

We have often seen him since, and we are glad to know that 
he is living an honest life, and believe he will continue to do so. 

No. 29. Was committed to prison in default of bonds to sup- 
port his wife. He had been here some weeks when he applied to 
the association to take proper steps to procure his discharge. 
This we refused, believing him to be a lazy worthless fellow. 
This view was confirmed by his wife, and those of his own friends 
who knew him best. They all represented him to be a drunkard, 
and not content to be supported by his wife's industry, he would 
pawn the property given her to make or wash. The associa- 
tion assured him that not only would they refuse to ask his dis- 
charge, but that they would adopt effectual means to prevent 
others from obtaining it ; this was done. Some three months 
more had passed away, when he promised never to trouble her 
again, but to go to the war ; he was then discharged. 

These instances will give some remote idea of our labors. 
Hundreds of equal interest might be noticed. 

Without controversy great good has been accomplished the 
last year by the association, and in very few cases have those 
whom we have assisted betrayed their confidence by returning to 
the paths of vice and crime. 

With devout acknowledgments of sincere thankfulness to 
Almighty God for his continued blessings, vouchsafed to this 
humble instrumentality, in its efforts to improve the condition of 
prisons, whilst we seek the reclamation of those who are their 
inmates, let us with renewed energy and zeal labor to reclaim the 
prodigal, and by the all conbtraining influence of love and kind- 
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ness let us follow the example of our Lord, who went about 
doing good, that we may be rendered more abundantly useful in 
the promotion [of the glory of God and the moral elevation of 
his creature man. 

Your agent feels under great obligation to those connected 
with the administration of criminal justice in New York and 
Brooklyn. The advice and counsel so cheerfully afforded him in 
the prosecution of his arduous labors by the district attorneys 
and their assistants he most gratefully appreciates. 

Accept my thanks for the timely aid rendered me by your 
committee, and believe me faithfully yours, 

ABRAHAM BEAL. 

Office of Prison Association, 15 Centre st., ? 
New York, Fthruary 28, 1862. ] 

To the Com. on Discharged Convicts^ Stephen Cutter, Chairman: 

Dear Sir : It is our custom at the commencement of each year 
to present a short report of our operations. On this occasion, 
permit me to express my deep regret that our State prisons, 
county jails and penitentiaries have not been visited by th^ 
accredited members of our executive committee during the past 
yean It is true that the Legislature in 1846, by our charter, 
made such annual visitations imperative on the part of the asso- 
ciation, and it is equally true that no provision by way of appro- 
priation has ever been made by either our State or city govern- 
ment to defray the unavoidable expenses consequent on such 
visitations, hence what has been done in this way was met by 
those gentlemen who performed the work, and which at length 
became a tax on their philanthropy too burdensome to be borne, 
at least during the present state of things. 

We have great cause of thankfulness that during the past 
year, a year of unparalleled trial to our city, State and country, 
our contributions have not fallen off or diminished. We boldly 
assert that every dollar has been well husbanded, and with scru- 
pulous care and economy disbursed. 

The following figures, taken from our diary of discharged con- 
vict committee, give a mere synopsis of the practical work in this 
department of our labors : 

Six hundred and seventy-six discharged convicts, on their dis- 
charge from our various State prisons, county jails and peniten- 
tiaries, were furnished with board, or temporarily aided v^th 
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pecuniary means to enable them to leave the city, to reach their 
friends, homes or employment. One hundred and fifty two dis- 
charged convicts, most of them from our penitentiaries, were 
supplied with clothing more or less. Two hundred and forty- 
seven discharged convicts were provided with work, places and 
situations, at least temporarily. This latter number we know 
definitely were placed in such circumstances as to be enabled to 
earn an honest subsistence. It is our happiness to know that a 
large proportion of these are now doing well, and we entertain 
a [confident hope that many of them will yet live to approve 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are pure, what- 
soever things are lovely and of good report. 

The subjoined cases, taken from our diary, are submitted to 
show our plan of operation, and are selected from hundreds of 
others of equal interest. 

Extracts from Diary of Discharged Convicts. 

No. 1. Aged 21, was tried in the court of general sessions and 
convicted of robbery, and sentenced by Judge Russell, on the 
23d of September, 1857, to Sing Sing prison for the term of 
forty years. On his release from prison he called at the oflSce of 
the association, and said, ** Some time since Governor Morgan 
visited us there. When I was permitted to speak to him, I pro- 
tested my entire innocence of the crime for which I had received 
so severe a sentence, and that I was never before accused of a 
dishonest act." 

These assurances were confirmed by several respectable citi- 
zens who had earnestly solicited executive clemency on his 
behalf. 

He further said, " The Governor was moved to bestow mercy 
on me, as on the 15th a writ of pardon was sent to the warden; 
and when the good news was told me I was afiected all over ; I 
could scarcely tell whether I was on my head or my feet ; my 
heart went at a great rate ; I can^t tell what I felt." 

He promised to show his gratitude to the executive by the 
blamelessness of his future life, as but for such interposition the 
unmerited punishment would have been much more protracted. 

He asked the association to provide him employment^ either by 
sea or land. We advised the former, as it would promote his 
health and contribute in no small degree to his peace of mind, 
and probably to the elevation of bis moral character. He 
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acquiesced ; our advice was adopted, and he was introduced to a 
friend who shipped him. 

No. 2. Had been one month in the penitentiary. He called at 
our office to say that he found it much more pleasant to walk 
from the prison than he did to " ride " to it. In the future he 
thinks he will submit to an insult, rather than resent it. He 
said rum was the cause, but it should never happen again. The 
association enabled him to reach his home. 

No. 3. Called to say that he had been in the penitentiary for 
three months, and that he hates the sight of a prison. It was the 
first time in his life that he had boarded at the public expense ; 
he had often passed a jail, but never before felt towards it as he 
now did ; he prayed that he might never be confined within 
another. He was assisted to reach his home and employment. 

No. 4. Had spent two years in Sing Sing prison, on conviction 
of grand larceny. A parcel of leather was taken or had fallen 
out of an express wagon. It was soon missed by the driver, who 
turned round and drove back, when he saw the woman carrying 
a part of said parcel ; she was stopped, an officer called, and she 
given into his custody. On her examination and trial she 
solemnly protested her innocence of stealing, admitting that she 
had picked up the parcel of Morocco skins in the road, and was 
on her way to the station house, hoping to secure a reward. The 
district attorney offered to accept a plea for a petit larceny, but 
the old lady obstinately refused, saying " she was innocent of the 
charge." 

On her discharge she called on the association complaining 
of the undeserved punishment and degradation heaped upon her, 
and of her present helpless condition. The association enabled 
her to go again (on a small scale,) into the fruit business. She 
was evidently sober, industrious and well intentioned, and thank- 
ful for the aid rendered her. 

No. 5. Had been three months in penitentiary. He called on 
us when discharged to say " that he would be more careful in 
future, and never drink beyond two glasses of liquor at one 
time.*^ The association showed him a more excellent way, — not 
to touch it at all. In his case the danger is in taking the first 
glass. "Avoid that and you are saved from intemperance." 

He promised to do so. The association gave him a coat, testa- 
menti and the means to go to his worL 
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No. 6. Was tried and convicted of grand larceny, — stealing a 
small quantity of silver plated goods, — and sentenced to Sing 
Sing prison for two years. He called on the association, when 
discharged, and said ** he knew no more of the larceny than the 
court who tried him." Some time after the theft had been com- 
mitted two men brought the property to him with a request that 
he should dispose of ^it. In the act of selling the goods he was 
arrested on the above charge, and punished as before stated. 
The association rendered him all the aid in their power. 

No. 7. Left Clinton State prison some months since. He called 
on the association, and stated that he could earn but a scanty 
subsistence at his present work ; but that he could earn from $6 
to $9 dollars per week if he had proper tools, and could make a 
more decent external appearance. The association bought such 
articles as he required, and then furnished him with decent 
clothing. He appeared to feel very thankful for the favors. 

No. 8. Called after being in the penitentiary four months. He 
said, ^^ I left yesterday, slept in the station house last night, and 
this morning am cold and hungry. No one can imagine what my 
suflFerings are; but by the help of .God I will avoid doing wrong 
in the future. To be poor is bad enough, but to have reason to 
despise yourself is a Hell in reality." He was aided until he 
found employment. 

No. 9. Had been two months in the penitentiary. He called 
here on his discharge, and said that he was born in this city now 
26 years since. The last eighteen or twenty months he had been 
no credit to his State or country. He had determined to go 
home to his family this morning ; but he cannot, he will not. He 
must first recover himself and look like a man. From this hour 
he solemnly purposes to live a sober, industrious, honest life. 
The necessary garments were given him, and we bid him be of 
good cheer. He was sustained by the association until he went 
to work. 

No. 10. Was convicted on his own confession of an attempt at' 
grand larceny, and was sentenced for six months to the peuiten* 
tiary. On his discharge he called on the association and said 
'* that he was guilty of the offence for which he was punished, 
and regrets committing so wicked an act." He begged the asso- 
ciation to give him some warm clothing, and to assist him to 
reach his home, one hundred miles distant, where he was certaiu 
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of getting employment. His wants were supplied, and he reached 
the city designated. 

No. 11. Was convicted of an attempt at burglary in the third 
degree, and sentenced to the penitentiary for twelve months. On 
his discbarge be called on the association and represented that 
when be was arrested bis trunk was taken by the oflScer, and that 
he could find neither the one or the other. Appropriate means 
were taken and the trunk was found and restored. We were 
instrumental in providing him with a good long job or work. 

No. 12. Was convicted of petit larceny and sentenced to the 
penitentiary for three months. After serving out the term he 
called at our office to say that he was not guilty; that he never 
committed a theft in his life, and he thinks nothing could induce 
him to stoop to such meanness. He is an American by birth, 
and a Yankee at that, and no such man in his proper senses 
w^ould act dishonestly. In which we acquiesced. We gave him 
a clean shirt and the means to reach his friends. 

No. 13. Was convicted on his own confession of an attempt at 
grand larceny, and was sentenced by Recorder Barnard to the 
penitentiary for a term of six months. On his release he called 
on the association to thank them for their timely interposition, 
which had saved him from being consigned to the State prison. 
Most solemnly he promised to do better for the future, and asked 
our advice, which was most cheerfully given, to wit : to leave 
New York the first moment he could get away, to abandon his 
present assumed name, to use no deception, trick or device ; to 
go home to his wife and child, and there become a man, truthful, 
sober, honest and industrious, nay more, to consecrate himself to 
God and his service, that he might become what we recom- 
mended. 

One of our railroad managers kindly gave him a free pass to 
his home. He left us apparently thankful for the favors shown 
him. 

No. 14. Was convicted of grand larceny in the court of ses- 
sions of Kings county, and was sentenced by Judge Morris to 
Sing Sing prison for two years. She called at our office on her 
discharge to say that bad company lead her to drink, and drink 
led her commit this dishonest act. Her grandmother had been 
forty-five years a member of the Methodist church. Her father 
and mother had been for very many years members of the same 
church. She wept bitter tears when she told us that for five 
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years she had been a Sunday school teacher. This was her first 
offence. She earnestly prays to be kept humble and prayerful 
that she may be enabled to avoid a prison in the future. A 
situation was provided her, and we are glad to know she is doing 
well. 

No. 15. Was convicted of burglary in the second degree, and 
sentenced to Sing Sing prison for a term of six years and two 
months. He worked in the hat shop, and received four dollars 
when he left, — a provision made by the State for convicts when 
discharged. He admitted that he was a bad boy before he was 
convicted of this offence, but he had never been found guilty. 
He represented that he had had an interview with the foreman of 

a factory in , and could obtain work there, but he had no 

means. He asked the association to loan him a few dollars for 
the purchase of boots and other necessary articles, and to defray 
his expenses. His request was complied with as soon as the 
truthfulness of his statement was ascertained. 

No. 16. Left Sing Sing some weeks since after being there 
three years and six months. He said he could get no work, as 
he knew no other business but bat planking. He was terribly 
distressed. His immediate wants were relieved, and after a day 
or two we happily succeeded in finding him work, where he has 
done well since. 

No. 17. Was tried in the court of sessions, convicted, and sen- 
tenced to the State prison at Sing Sing for a term of five years, 
on an indictment for burglary in the third degreee. When dis- 
charged from prison he was advised to apply to factory, 

where he was unsuccessful. Altogether he had been very unfor- 
tunate. Want of work had driven him to pledge his best clothes ; 
could he reach Delaware, he felt certain of procuring employ- 
ment. We believed his story, his clothes were redeemed and a 
free pass obtained to the place named. We have since heard he 
is doing well. 

No. 18. Was tried and convicted of forgery in the second 
degree, — passing a counterfeit $3 bill, — ^and was sentenced for 
five years to Sing Sing. There was evidence in court that he 
had sustained a good character up to the time of his arrest ; but 
the law being arbitrary a lighter sentence could not be imposed 
by the court. He prayed that he might never enter a prison 
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again. The association enabled him to reach his friends, awa]r 
in another State. 

No. 19. Called at our office to say that he felt ashamed of 
himself; he had spent the last three months in a prison. He 
could never forget the disgrace brought on himself, and by drink. 
He found that his health had improved by his habits of absti- 
nence. He had worked for Mr. , and could he recu^h there 

&11 would yet be well. He was aided by the association, and 
went to his former employer. 

No. 20. Aged 23, was convicted of grand larceny and sen- 
tenced to Sing Sing by Judge Russell, for two years and two 
months. He says that he was well cared for by his parents, but 
he preferred the city to country life. ' At length he obtained 
employment as bar tender. Then he threw off all restraint, and 
went on from bad to worse until he committed the larceny for 
which he has suffered a degrading punishment. He asked the 
association to find him some sort of work, — ^anything but attend- 
ing bar and such places. 

A place of work was soon found this young man, for whidb he 
expressed his unfeigned thanks.- He is doing well. 

No. 21. Was convicted of grand larceny, and sentenced to 
Sing Sing for five years. He Said what induced him to commit 
the offence he could not tell. His friends had brought him up 
in the way he should go. He seemed to feel that the sacrifices 
voluntarily made are to hita of terrible reality 5 he cannot hope 
to repair the injury done to his character, and besides all thia he 
fears the world, thie church and his family would never for^ 
give, and he apprehended that his fViture life would prove a 
blank. The association did all they could to excite his hope for 
a better future. He wfes aided in the best possible way. 

No. 22. Had spent three months in the penitentiiwy on charge 
of petit larceny. He was discharg<ed yesterday, and had no 
money, friends or home. He said he was born in New York, and 
was respectable until he joined a fire company, when he learned 
to drink and every other evil tiray. He a^k^d the association to 
send him on to -- — , where hfe can obtain teork at his fbnner 
shop, and especially as he resolved to liv<e a nobler life. His 
external appearance was much improved by a clean shirt, coat 
and vest, and he was furnishi&d "with the tneans to reach tbe 
country town where he had formerly worked. We have <HJca- 
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sionally seen him flinoe. He appears to be sober, honest and 
industrious. 

No. 23. Was sentenced for foar months to the penitentiary, for 
an alleged petit larceny. He was discharged on Sunday, and 
had had nothing to eat since. He slept in the station house the 
last two nights. A clean shirt vest and hat were given him, and 
a free pass to a country town where there was certain employ* 
ment. 

The preceding cases, taken from hundreds of a similar char- 
acter, from the diary of discharged convicts, particularly show 
that article No. 1 of our charter and constitution is never lost 
sight of; but is uniformly regarded as an essential feature in 
our operations, to wit : " the support and encouragement of re- 
formed convicts, after their discharge, by affording them the 
means of obtaining an honest livelihood, and sustaining them in 
their efforts at reform." 

Discharged persons from our penitentiaries, county jails and 
State prisons, and various courts, to the number of thirty and 
forty per day are applying to the association for assistance, in 
some way, — as for clothing, employment, advice, and the means 
of leaving the city for some distant part of the country. Scru- 
pulous care is exercised in selecting the most hopeful ; to those 
who manifest a disposition to live a better life a helping hand is 
heartily afforded, and such are placed where they can earn a 
decent living. But oh how difficult a work is this I The greatest 
difficulty encountered by the association has been in finding 
situations and places of work for released prisoners and the 
youthful offenders who have been snatched from the jaws of a 
moral death. How often does the one offence cling to them for 
years, and how few heads of families, merchants or manufac- 
turers are willing to give them even a chance to live ; and thus 
the association are often obliged to contribute to the support of 
the would be honest for a longer time than suits our treasury. 
Could the church and the world exhibit a practical form of god- 
liness in this particular by the cultivation of a spirit of forgive- 
ness and Christian charity this could be changed, and a way 
opened that the sorrowing erring ones could earn a better name 
and a permanent support. There would then be less need of 
magistrates, a detective police and prisons. 

The association have fed the starving discharged convicts, 
clothed the almost naked, and relieved the pressing necessities 



62 [ASSEXBLT 

to some extent of hnndreds of those who called on them during 
the year. And it is our happiness to know that but few of this 
number have been re-arrested, charged with crime; hence we 
conclude that our outlay has proved a good investment. 

The money used by this association for the relief of discharged 
persons and their general objects has been well husbanded and 
carefully disbursed. Of course much more good could have been 
accomplished had the fund been more ample. Let us thank God 
for past successes, and determine never to be weary in well 
doing. 

I am, dear sir, yours respectfully, 

ABRAHAM BEAL. 
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EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE PRISON ASSOCIA- 
TION OF NEW YORK. 

New York, February 2, 1863. 
Hon. Theophilus C. Gallicot, 

Speaker of the Assembly: 
Sir — ^I have the honor herewith to transmit to you the Eigh- 
teenth Annual Report of the Prison Association of New York, 
with the request that you will lay the same before the Legisla- 
ture. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. C. WINES, 

Car. Secretary. 
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EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT-^ 



The Executive Committee of the Prison Association of 
New York submits to the Legislature its Report for the 
year one thousapd eight hundred and sixty-two. 

HISTORICAL STATEMENT. 
This Association was organized and. began its career of 
benign and useful labors in 1844, and two years subse- 
quently it was incorporated by act of the Legislature. It 
had its origin in the wish, felt by many humane and symr 
pathetic Christian hearts, to save from a return to evil 
courses, and to restore to virtue, by furnishing with the 
means of honest industry, those released convicts, who 
should give evidence of repentance and a desire to reform. 
Whatever had been done before for the reclamation and 
care of persons amenable to the penalty of the law, was the 
work of benevolent individuals, acting in their private capa- 
city, and with reference to particular cases. There was no 
systematic, organized method either, in the first place, of 
caring for persons arrested on a charge of crime, examin* 
ing into their ca^es, and affording relief where humanity 
and justice might seem to require it; or, in the second, of 
reaching the discharged convict with remedial, reforma- 

* Thtoafh urinadrerteiiot, orerlooked ai the time, the last Animal Report waa eallad 
t>»fllTt#»<tfUt Iiiwaf pfOf«flxtbt.6fTenl«fntkjaiidslw«ldli«vtb««BaomiBbef«d.. IW 
•iror fi forraeUd In thif • 
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tive, and elevating influences. But, previoualj to the 
formation of our society, the attention of benevolent and 
thoughtful persons had been directed to this subject. It 
had become a problem how, on the one hand, to screen 
innocent but unfortunate persons, who had been arrested 
through mistake or malice, from undeserved punishment; 
and how, on the other, to save the released prisoner from 
relapsing into crime. This problem was the providential 
occasion of the Prison Association. The formation of 
this society was the solution of both the difficulties involved 
in the problem. 

On the third day of December, 1844, ^le following card 
appeared in the papers of New York : 

"To THE Public. 

" The undersigned has been directed, by the Board of 
Inspectors of the State Prison at Sing Sing, to invite the 
attention of the benevolent to the destitute condition of 
discharged convicts. 

" It is of frequent occurrence that prisoners a£ford satis- 
fJEU^tory evidence of sincere repentance, and earnest desires 
to reform ; yet, when they go forth into the world, they 
are often, for want of employment, reduced to great 
distress, and subjected to sore temptations. To starve or 
steal is too often the only alternative presented to them. 

" The power of the Inspectors to affi)rd relief in such 
cases is confined by law to the mere pittance of three, dol- 
lars to each person. 

"But believing that very many can be saved firom a 
return to their former evil practices by timely aid, and 
that not a few can be retained in the path of reform by 
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enooutagemeut and support judioioosly ajpplied, the Inspec- 
tors liave directed me to appeal to the benevolent in this 
city to render their aid by forming a society similar to 
those which now exist in many parts of Europe, whose 
object shall be to find employment for those who shall give 
evidence of repentance and reformation. 

" JOHN W, EDMONDS, Prts. Board of Inspectors. 
'*New Yoek, mv. 23, 1844," 

On the same day, and in the same papers, appeared the 
following notice of a public meeting to be held on the 
evening of the sixth of December : 

" The subscribers, cordially approving of the purpose 
mentioned in the foregoing card, and desirous of forming 
in this city a Prison Association, whose objects shall be, 

"1. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, 
whether detained for trial or finally convicted ; 

" 2, The improvement of prison discipline generally ; 
and, 

" 3. The relief of discharged convicts, by affording them 
the means of obtaining an honest livelihood .; 
. " Invite a public meeting of the citizens of New York, 
at the Apollo Rooms^ No. 410 Broadway, on the evening 
of Friday, the 6th of December next. 

" The chair will be taken by Vice Chancellor McCoun, 
at 7 o'clock. 

" New York, November 25, 1844." 

The above notice was signed by a large number of the 
most eminent citizens of this metropolis. Among the 
subscribers to the ca^l appear the names of Theodore Fre* 
linghuysen, Beigamin F. Butler, Wm. Kent, Jas. Harper^ 
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Qgden Hoffmivi, Qardiner Spring Jumes Milnor, Bidiop 
Wain Wright, Afohbishop Hughec^ Henry W. Bellowi^ 
Orville Dewej, Robt. B. Mintuni, Henry Grimell^ SSeMcr 
Parmly , Theodore Sedgwick, Daooiel XiOird, Prosper M. Wet 
SEKHre, John A. Dix, and many others, no less diirkiiigaiflhed 
and*public spirited. 

The meeting was held according to tiie notice thus given, 
and M^as largely attended by the intelligence, worth, piety, 
and influence of New Ygrk. After a lucid and eloquent 
exposition of the necessity and objects of the proposed 
Association, and the hopeful nature of the work coontem' 
plated, in addresses delivered by Judge Edmonds, Ptof. 
Tellkampf, Isaac T. Hopper, and others, an organdsuiiioii 
was effected by the adoption of a constitution, and by the 
election of Vice Chancellor McCoun. as President ; Theo. 
Frelinghuysen^ Benj. F. Butler, J. W.. Edmonds, and Ahrar 
ham Van Nest, as Vice Presidents ; and a Board of Mana- 
gers, embracing many of the leading names appended to 
the original call for the meeting. Two years subsequently 
a liberal cl^rter was granted by the Legislature, in which 
the objects of the Association are declared to be, ** 1* The 
amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whether de- 
tained for trial, or finally convicted,, or as witncsse»; 2, 
The improvement of prison discipline, and the government 
of prisons, whether for cities, counties or States ; 3. The 
support and encouragement of reformed convicts after their 
discharge, by affording them the means of obtaining an 
honest livelihood, and sustaining them in their efforts at 
reform.** Further, the said charter not only anthorizes 
Vut requires the Association, by such coxnmitteeB as the 
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Executive Board may, from time to time; appoint, to ^Wisit} 
impectv and examine all . the priaona in- the State, aonl 
annually report to the- Legislature their atat^ and condi<» 
tion; and all auch other thinga^in regard to them, aa mapfr 
eiial)le the: Legislature to perfect their government and 
disci{dine«" Never waa any philanthropic institution^ in 
this or any other city, commenced under more distinguished 
auspices; shd the Aaaociation, we may claim withool 
undue ael&praise, has, during the. eighteen years of its exists 
ence; though, working in a> hard and forbidding soil^ pm^ 
sued a career of beneficence, worthy- alike of. the: sacred 
cause in which it labors, and of the eminent and excellent 
men by whom it was originated. 

OBJECTS. 
The one great and paramount object of the Association 
is the suppression and prevention of crime. This over- 
mastiaring object it pursues by three distinct paths; in 
other words, through three subordinate objects, all con- 
verging to the same point, and co-operating to the same 
result, viz., first, a humane attention to persons arrested 
and detained; either for tHal or as witaiesses ; secondly, 
the improvement of prison discipline, and the multiplying 
and strengthening of the reformatory influences of prison 
life ; and, thirdly, the encouragement and aid it extendi 
to discharged convicts in their efforts to reform and gain 
on honest living. 

L Detained Prisoners. 
The Association seeks to impart counsel and needful aid 
to prisoners under detention. Cases ore daily occurring 
where direction and assistance are imperatively required, 
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and where the lack of such friendly offices would result in 
much injustice and suffering to the persons who need them. 
There are frequent instances of improper arrests and com* 
mitments, as the numerous discharges without trial show. 
Arrests are often made, and the parties temporarily com- 
mitted, without even the oath of the officer concerned in 
making them; a course altogether illegal, improper and 
unjustifiable. Innocent persons, through malicious or mis- 
taken testimony, are often, committed for trial, and some- 
times, on their trial, convicted and sentenced. Not a few 
complaints are preferred from passion or prejudice, or which 
are of too trivial a character to be entertained. Foreigners, 
ignorant alike of oiu: language and laws, and without either 
firieuds or money, are not unfrequently found in our houses 
of detention, in a state bordering upon despair. Children 
detected in petty pilfering— often their first offence — are 
thrown into the common receptcu^le of the city's felons, and 
subjected for weeks, or even months, to all its polluting and 
poisonous influences. Numbers of those arrested on suspicion 
are the mere victims of circumstance or malice. They are 
found in evil company, it may be unintentionally ; or they 
are marked for sacrifice by some jealous or vindictive foe. 
The innocent are sometimes in danger of being condemned 
through inadvertence, or from the testimony of mis- 
taken or malicious witnesses, or for want of the aid of 
honest lawyers; and even the guilty are made to suffer 
punishments which might be properly mitigated, if the 
circumstances, in extenuation, were reliably brought to the 
notice of the court; but this information, essential, it may 
be, to a righteous judgment-— owing to the ignorance, tlie 
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feaniy the confuBion, or the firiendless situation of th^ 
accused,— cannot be furnished, without timely aid yoluii»> 
teered upon the spot. Cases of the kind just enumerated 
afford abundant occasion for the humane, discriminatii^ 
and laborious diligence of the Association. Without its 
intelligent and kindly interposition, mistakes and attuses 
would multiply ; and while the objects of them would be 
compelled to suffer without alleviation, the community' 
itself would also have to suffer from a corresponding increase 
of crime, consequent upon the education and graduation in 
yillany, afforded, and indeed almost necessitated, to numer- 
ous novices, by the intercourse and associations of the 
prison house. We, therefore, keep continually in view 
the condition of persons arrested and detained in prison cm 
suspicion, or a charge of crime, so far as to secure to the 
destitute and friendless, according to our ability, strict 
justice in their cases, and to protect them from the depre>- 
dationsvof unprincipled or un&ithful persons with whom 
they may come intd contact. And the society cannot but 
congratulate both itself and the public on having, for this 
department of its work, in Mr. Abraham Beal, an agent 
pre-eminently qualified for it by his natural endowments, 
his large experience, his incorruptible integrity, and the 
confidence repocred in him by the courts and officers 
connected with the administration of criminal justice. 

But let us ^ere guard against a misapprehension and 
misinterpretation of our 83rmpathy and care for persons 
under arrest, or who have been committed and are awaiting 
their trial. While much attention is given to the circumr 
stances of detained prisoners, with a view to their proteo- 
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tion against the arte of malicious prosecutors and dishmtest 
lawyers, (for unfortunately there «re persons of both 
classes in 6ur community), to the assertion of their ^ri^ts 
whilst in confinement, to their discharge if arrested upon 
fineufficient grounds, and io ihe procurement for them of 
A deliberate and impartial trial, this Association is, and 
eyer has been, very far from any desire or endeayor to 
transform the criminal into an injured innocent, or to palli* 
ste his crime with the gloss of a morbid and mawkidi 
4i»entimentality. We would not abate one tittle of the loath* 
ii^ which is felt for crime, nor shield the criminal from 
'either a just abhorrence or a just punishment of his unlaw* 
iul deeds. It has eyer been the aim of the Prison Associ- 
tttion, while extending a helping hand to the innocent, the 
•unfortimate, the erring, the penitent, and the reformed, to 
do nothing to impede the course of justice or to ^obstruct a 
-righteous administration of the law. On the contrary, we 
would rather, as fi|*r as in us lies — and those who ^ow us 
.^est will most readily attest our sincerity in this state* 
ment — ^facilitate and promote such administration. 

The nature, importance and usefulness of this* depart* 
jnent of our work may be illustrated hy the citatnm of a ' 

few cases: 

No. 1. This was a case, in which the Association, 

through its agent, Mr. Beal, wad instrumental in feEreting 
out and restoring to a Russian Jady, a yaluable bo:^, stolen 
£!om her by a colored man ; said box containing a ooartly 
Mt of jewelry, rich lace handkerchiefs, and lettera imd 
^pers, worth toJier a large amount. The liistorj itf the 
•M0e is loii^; and a detsfil lyf the particulan^ <tiiotigh inter- 
esting, would occupy too much space.* 



No. 2. Waa aUd of fifteen yMn, an Sn^ahmftn. H^ 
waa found hy our agent in ike city ptiaon, weeping pr^ 
fu^aly, and evidently in deep ang«iu^. He ^aaid that he 
had been tempted, and had drunk four glaaaea of ram ; thuii^ 
beii^ unaUe to walk atraight, he had been taken to thtt 
atation house, on Saturday evening, and on Monday .mom- 
iag had been aentenced to the House of Refuge ; tliat hii 
fiither and mother lived in Liverpool, England; that he 
had followed the aea for the li^t three years} that hia 
dbthee were at a certain boarding house which he named^ 
and his ship waa to sail on the Wednesday following. He 
entreated, with tears, that a discharge might be procured 
for him. Afber ascertaining that that part of his story 
which related to his clothes and ship was true, the agent 
submitted the facts to the magistrate, who immediately: 
ordered his discharge. On emerging from Uie prison, he 
expressed his joy by alternately laughing and crying, and 
even ieaped and danced in an eostaey of delight* 

No. 3. Waa a woman whose husband^ along with fourteen 
other clerks, had been diachacged from hia place oi employe 
ment four months previously. During those dreary winter 
months, they had pledged every portable article in the 
house ; and all they could raisC) on the day before the wifo 
called at our oflKcOi for themaelvea and three childreui was 
a aingle five cent loaf. On that day, she reaolved to go, 
herself, from store to atore, imploring the merchants t^ 
MKploy her husband, that the fiunily might at least ba 
aaved from starvation. She started on her sorrowful expe-> 
ditien, praying that a graeioua Providence would bless htft 
t th k i . After oaUinig at twenty-four plaeea, ahe went to 
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the store of Clafflin, MelUa & Co.» and said to Mr. Clafflin 
that, unless her husband could get employment, herself 
and £EUDaily must perish. Mr. C. asked her why her has- 
band did not come himself; she said that a reason could be 
given, meaning that he had no suitable clothes. He replied, 
'^your conduct is right, send him to us and we will put him 
somewhere." But the poor man could not go without his 
coat, now on pledge for $3.50 and interest. The wife 
brought the pawn ticket to our agent and said, '^ Mr. Beal, 
what shall I do?" He answered by loaning her $4.00. 
She seemed glad in her inmost soul, and promised to return 
the money in a few weeks. Our agent's diary adds : ^* She 
said but little, but we felt that we had the best of the bar- 
gain, for ours was the blessing of those who were ready to 
perish." 

No. 4. Was a girl of fifteen years. She had lived eight 
months in a family, as a servant. The wages of four 
months, $20.00, were due her. At that time, her mother, 
iNTotiier and sister were without employment, and much 
straitened. .On . leaving her place, without receiving the 
money due her, she was tempted to steal from her employer 
$20.00 in bills, and some trifling articles. She was pursued, 
arrested and committed. The lady with whom she had 
lived, visited her in prison, forgave the theft and urged her 
to return to her situation, promising, if she would do so, to 
Dfle her endeavors to procure a discharge. Subsequently to 
this, the husband of the lady preferred a complaint against 
the mother, brother and sister* The two latter were 
arrested and brought to the Tombs. Out agent, knowing 
the respectability of the fiunily » feeling sure iMt they iiid 
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hftd no share in the larceny, and indignant at such mean- 
ness and iigustice, on learning the fiust of their arrest, 
hurried to the district attorney's office, who, much to 
his credit, had them brought into court and immediately 
discharged. 

No. 5. Was a servant woman, indicted for stealing $300 
from her employer. Very soon after being placed in the 
Tombs, she appeared unutterably wretched, even to the 
refusal of food. At length, she expressed a desire to see 
the officer who had arrested her. To him she made a full 
confession of the larceny. She saw a heap of gold in a 
trunk in her mistress' bedroom. Her husband came to her 
fcNT money. She told him to work and he could save money, 
as other people did ; that those with whom she lived, 
worked hard and had plenty, for she had seen it. He asked 
her to reach him a handful of it. Her reply was, ^' No, it 
does not belong to me." He said, ** These people are Jews, 
who rob everybody. It is no crime to rob a Jew, and the 
priest will tell you so." But she persisted in her refusal. 
After he was gone, she pondered the matter. She reasoned 
thus with herself : ^^ My husband has not been good to me, 
but he never stole. Perhaps it is not so bad to take from 
these people, as it would be from others who are honest." 
She was overcome by the temptation, took the money and 
hid it. After the theft, her husband applied to her a second 
time for money, but she refused. The officer found every 
dollar in the place where he was directed to look, and the 
whole was returned to the rightflil owner. These facts 
were communicated to the district attorney by our agent. 
The plea of an attempt was suggested and accepted. The 

[Assem. No. 26.] 2 
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agent f^saured the recorder that from all he had seen, ht 
believed the woman to be sincerely penitent, and tiiat, tf 
mercy were shown her, she would ^* sin no more/' The 
recorder addressed her with great kindness, giving her 
appropriate admonition and counsel, and closing with these 
words : " Bridget, I have the power to send you to the 
State prison for a long time, and I have the power not to 
send you there. This I shall exercise in your behalf, and 
let it be a warning to you. I shall sentence you to the 
city prison. for two days." 

After the ac^ournment of the court, however, the case 
assumed a new and different aspect. It was whispered 
that a discovery had been made that the woman was an 
old offender, having been once in Sing Sing and twice ift 
the penitentiary. This was told to the recorder, who at 
once sent for the papers and the court list, till Monday 
morning, when proof was expected. Our agent immediately 
saw the accused, who denied positively the truth of die 
story. She stated that she had landed in the country only 
a few months previously, viz., on the 2d of January pre- 
ceding, and gave the names and residences of her family 
and friends in Jersey city. The next day — since woiks of 
mercy are expressly excepted from the law of the Sabbatli 
—our agent devoted five hours to a laborious and thorough 
inquiry into her character. All who knew her, spoke in 
the highest terms of her honesty and general worth. A 
certificate was obtained from the Commissioners of Emi- 
gration to the effect that, "— — — , aged 26, arrived 
in the ship Australia, on the 2d of January;'' and an 
•Atheniicated copy of the ship's manifest was placed in Us 



faands. All this having been reported in court on Monday 
morning, the recorder was perfectly satisfied and ordered 
the instant discharge of the prisoner. Her aunt was wait'* 
ing in the office of the Association, and the two left, with 
boundless thanks for the trouble taken by the agent, who 
assured her that his object was to save her from doing 
wrong in the future. He adds in his diary : ** She promised 
us — * No, NEVER !' — and we believed her.'' 

No. 6. Was brought up for trial before the recorder on a 
charge of grand larceny — stealing a wagon. After ascetv 
taining the facts in the case, our agent assured the district 
attorney that no felonious taking away could be proved. 
The foolish fellow had taken an unusual quantity of drink 
on Washington's birthday. On his way home, he saw a 
number of boys who were trying to remove a wagon. Thife 
half-crazed creature got into the shafts and pulled, whik 
the boys pushed behind. After dragging the wagon twv 
blocks, he dropped the shafts and went home. The owner 
had him arrested, and the justice committed him for trials 
on a charge of grand larceny. The district attorney de^ 
cUned to move for a ntdle prosequi^ preferring that the caae 
diould go before ihe jury. The complainant was placed 
npon the stand, and told the truth. The recorder instruct 
ed the jury to acquit. The young man had a wife and one 
child dependent upon his labor, and had been in prison 
nearly two weeks. We quite agree with our agent in tlit 
opinion expressed in his diary, that '^ in such a case, the 
committing magistrate should be proceeded againat. &k 
damages, and they should be heavy." 
. No» 7. Was brought up £ir trial on an indictment fer 
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larceny. She protested her inhocence. Oar agent en* 
treated her to tell the truth. She persisted in denying her 
guilt, alleging that the man was drunk and could not tell 
who robbed him. He swore positively that she had taken 
the money from his pocket, and the officer who searched 
her swore that he had found $7 in her mouth. The jury 
found her guilty, as a matter of course. The judge informed 
our agent that he thought of sentencing her to four 
months in the penitentiary. Mr. Beal urged him to make 
it twelve, as even such a sentence would be one of mercy. 
The judge was convinced and sentenced her accordingly. 

No. 8. This was the case of two boys, each aged 15 
years, whom we will name William and Henry. They 
were found by our agent in the Tombs, weeping profusely. 
They were members of the same Sabbath school, and were 
quite intimate. William was employed in the office of a 
real-estate broker. He was sent with $282, small uncur- 
rent notes, to get them converted into city notes of a laiger 
denomination. On his return, the thought flashed into his 
mind, '^ How I should like to go to Illinois ! If Henry will 
accompany me, I will go." The proposition having been 
made to Henry, it was agreed between them, though not 
without many misgivings, and a good deal of hesitancy, 
that they would set off at once. They bought tickets and 
went on board an Albany steamer, having previously, how- 
ever, expended $30 in the purchase of two revolvers and a 
silver watch. The boat would not start for some time. 
Henry said to William, ^^ Let us sit down and talk the 
matter over." They began by saying, " We are doixig 
wrong ; we are thievee; we shall be arrested before we get 
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to Illinois ; besides, what will owr parents say and do ? ws 
can never go to Sabbath school again^^ and many other 
things to the like effect. Henry then proposed : *^ Let us 
go back ; let us go home and tell all the truth ; it will be 
the best thing we can do." The lads wept together over 
their sin, and resolved to go at once to their homes and 
ask forgiveness. As they retraced their steps, they saw 
more clearly how dreadful had been their transgression. 
The pistols and the watch troubled them. How to meet their 
parents, and especially their mothers^ they knew not. But 
home they went, nevertheless. An officer had been sent in 
pursuit of them. On their arrival, he took th6m into cufr* 
tody. William had given the balance of the money intp 
the care of his companion. Thi^, and also the pistols and 
^watch were given up ; and the boys were sent to the Tombs 
and placed in the same cell, where our agent found them, 
as stated above, overwhelmed with sorrow. He adds in his 
diary : '^ how much they seemed to feel their guilil 
We believe they were sincerely penitent. In a few days 
they were bailed out by their fHends. We have no doubt 
at all, that the light and knowle4ge acquired by these boys 
in the Sabbath school was mainly, if not wholly, instm? 
mental in preventing them from leaving for Albany. It 
was the knowledge thus acquired, which led them to pausio 
and consider their ways, which induced in them so deep • 
sense of the great sin they had committed, and whicli 
finally brought them to the resolution to return to their 
homes, and frankly confess the wrong they had doiiQ. 
Entertaining this view, we are led, irresistibly, to thank 
God.£(Mr4liat noble institution — thb Sabbath sokool/' 
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No. 9. Was an Englishwoman, of eighteen years, thoi£^ 
appearing much younger. On a certain Wednesday, she 
was arraigned before the recorder, on a charge of grand 
larceny, and pleaded guilty. Afterwards her counsel came 
into court and prayed that her plea be t^ken from the 
tecord, as she was ignorant of the consequences. He was 
informed that this had already been done, and a plea of not 
guilty entered instead. Her trial was put on the calendar 
tor Friday. When she was brought up, her counsel beg^ 
ged the district attorney to accept the plea of petit larceny, 
to which he assented. She was then remanded till Sator^ 
day morning for sentence. The recorder requested our 
agent to find out, in the meantime, all he could concerning 
{he case, and report to him. The counsel expressed to the 
agent a deep sympathy for, as he said, *' this poor young 
creature,^' and asked him to do what he could in her behalf. 
The agent began to suspect that all was not right. He had 
previously learned that the prisoner had two gold watches 
when arrested, and, despite his well known charity, he 
tould not help suspecting that her counsel had made a 
similar, discovery. He fflt that these watches were in 
jeopardy, and communicated his apprehensions to the 
f ecorder. After the adjournment of the court, he saw the 
{property clerk, from whom he learned that the prisoner 
kad a large and very superior trunk, in which, besides the 
^Id watches and $22 in money, there was a great quantity 
ftf valuable clothing ; and that her counsel had procured an 
gMignment of this property, and that it would doubtien be 
|^:ven up to him. When the prisoner was brought np for 
senteiioe, hw MOOBAh^ggbd the' agent to repoii' &ToraliIy 
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ui her case, and to help her all he could, The recorder 
asked our a^nt what he had to say? He replied, ^^I 
desire your honor to remand the prisoner to some future 
day, for prudential reasons." The recorder said, *^ If you 
desire it, Mr. Beal, I will send her hack," which was accord* 
ingly done. When the court room was nearly clear, Mr. 

Beal called the counsel aside, and said, *^ Mr. , if jrou 

travel on the next year as you have traveled on the last» I 
apprehend you will find your way to Sing Sing." He 
simply smiled in reply. Mr. B. continued: "What has 
induced you to prepare an assignment and to serve it on 
the property clerk, but to deprive her of all she possesses f* 
He said that he now held the money (about $18), and the 
two geld watches, but that the property clerk had refused 
to deliver the trunk till the prisoner was sentenced. Mr. 
Beal demanded the return of the watches, and warned him 
that the trunk would be taken at his peril. A few days 
afterwards, he received a letter from the counsel, accom- 
panied by the watches, and an order on the property clerk 
£6r the trunk and clothes. On the following Saturday, the 
prisoner was again brought up for sentence. The agent 
submitted the £M)ts, as stated above, to the recorder, and 
as^ed him whether, all things considered, he could suspend 
aentence, on condition that the Association would send the 
girl to Liverpool, and that she would leave the country 
immediately/ He suggested and recommended such a dis^ 
position of h^ case, especially as the complainant himself 
made no objections, but, on the contrary, thoi^ht this the 
wisest course. The recorder committed her to the Assoei- 
%ti««iy. with, aulhorii^ to sell a si^ieiit asnount of her 
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property to pay her pajssage to England, and then to report 
to him. This was done as soon as practicable, and 00 the 
case ended. 

No. 10. Was a German woman, who, under yariooB fiJse 
representations of the proprietor, had been brought with 
her two trunks, as cook, to a low restaurant, in west Broad* 
way. She was introduced to the wife ; but not liking the 
aspect of things, she charged the proprietor with deceiving 
her, and refused to assist in preparing the supper. She 
expressed a strong desire to leave that night, but they 
would not consent. Early in the morning shf left the 
place. Later in the day, she called for her trunks. They 
were refused, till a trumped up claim of twelve shillings 
should be met. TJnable to pay this exorbitant and iniqui- 
tous demand, she resolved to seek the advice of an officer. 
After hearing her story, he took her to the station house, 
and told his captain that she had nowhere to stay that 
night. This she denied, but was, nevertheless, locked up. 
The next morning the same officer had her taken before a 
police magistrate, before whom he testified that by her own 
voluntary statement she was without a home. Despite her 
denial, she was summarily sent to the workhouse. On 
her discharge, she applied to the Prison Association, of 
which she had heard while on the island, prajdng us to aid 
in recovering her clothes, if that were possible, and to pro- 
tect and shelter her, until a situation could be obtained. 
Our agent first sent a line to the keeper of the restaurant^ 
demajiding her trunks. They were refiised. He then 
applied to the mayor, through whose aid they were re- 
covered without the payment of a dime. A situation was 
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obtained for the woman, where she is doing well, hard at 
work with a willing and cheerful heart, and very thankful 
to the Association for. the aid so timely rendered. ^-^ 

No. 11. Was a woman charged with burglary in the city 
of Brooklyn. She had entered a house in the absence of 
the family, gathered up a large bundle of clothing, and re- 
moved it to a house in Williamsburgh, where it was subse- 
quently found by a police officer. She represented that 
this was her first offence. Of this our agent had grave 
doubts. On making inquiry*into her character, his suspi- 
cions wer^ confirmed. Having learned that a discharge 
was expected, especially as the accused had many rich 
friends, he waited on the district attorney and communi- 
cated to him the result of his investigation. . The conse- 
quence was, that the woman, instead of getting off .on the 
false pretence that it was a first transgression, was sentenced 
for six months to the Flatbush penitentiary. 

No. 12. Was a child of nine years, charged with petit 
larceny, and on that charge convicted and committed by 
the court of special sessions to the House of Refuge. The 
Association, at the time, demurred to this decision, be- 
lieving it unsupported by the evidence. The facts of the 
case were as follows : The child was playing in the neighbor- 
hood of a pawnbroker's shop. A woman came up and asked 
her to go in and redeem a parcel for her, promising to reward 
her with some pennies. Thirty-three cents were placed in 
her hand with a ticket. The child went into the store, and 
laid down the money and the ticket. A lad behind the 
coanter pushed two parcels towards her. She took them 
sod delivered them to the stranger woman, for which ser- 
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vice she received two pennies. On the following day, the 
boy from the store, having ascertained the residence of the 
child's mother, applied to her for the parcel given in mis- 
take. He was assured that both were given to the woman, 
the child having been simply employed by her to do the 
errand. The pawnbroker, believing the mother had the 
two articles, caused the child to be arrested ; the police 
magistrate, under a like impression, committed her to the 
court of special sessions ; and the court, in its wisdom, sen- 
tenced her to the House of Refuge. The Association care- 
fully collected and arranged all the facts in tl^case, and 
submitted them to the court. The court said that the case 
had passed beyond its jurisdiction, as both conviction and 
sentence had been entered upon the record. The Associa- 
tion prepared a memorial to the Managers of the House of 
Befuge, which the court signed, setting forth the &cts and 
praying for the release of the child. The Board protnpUy 
complied with our prayer, and restored the little creature 
to its distracted parents. Boundless gratitude was express- 
ed for our interference. 

No. 13. Was a porter, indicted for grand larceny, steal- 
ing $3,000 from his employers, a firm in Water street. 
His counsel advised him to plead guilty to an attempt at 
grand larceny, which plea was accepted by the district 
attorney, probably because the prosecutors had no desire 
if> see him punished with severity. The recorder re- 
quested our agent to investigate the case thoroughly, and. 
ascertain why the complainants wished to show him so 
nmch mercy. The case is too long for transcription here. 
SufSce it to say that^ after a most carefiil «and diligf^ 
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inquiry, the Association felt compelled to report that 
nothing appeared in the ease of an extenuating character, 
and that the accused richly deserved a severe sentence. 
The man was sent to Sing Sing. 

The above cases are but specimens out of hundreds 
of a like character, which might be quoted, did space per- 
mit. They demonstrate one thing, we think, conclusively, 
vis : That, in our labors as a Prison Association, we pursue 
justice, as well as practice humanity. The three cases, 
above cited, in which we have interposed — and interposed 
effectivelj^to increase the punishment which had been 
contemplated by the courts, present a £ur average of our 
labors in that direction. In our sympathy with and efforts 
for the ignorant, the weak, the tempted, and the fallen, who 
give evidence of repentance and a desire to reform, we do 
not forget to wage a vigorous warfare against crime ; nor 
do we permit mere sentiment to sway our action with 
regard to hardened offenders. And even in cases where 
we extend assistance and relief, though humanity prompts^ 
judgment regulates the benefaction. 

One of the cases above reported illustrates an important 
object of tihie society's operations : the protection of the 
joung, the inexperienced, and the defenceless against the 
wiles of unprincipled counsel. It shows that the Association 
keeps its eye on a certain class of lawyers — ^we sincerely 
regoice that it is so small a class — ^who are but too willing to 
pny upon the ignorant and the defenceless, .often squeezing 
from them the last penny they possess. And it shows^ 
finrther, that our efforts in this direction are not wholly ia 
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II. BlSCHARGKD CONVICTS. 

The Association seeks to encourage and assist discharged 
convicts in their efforts at leadihg upright lives, and gain* 
ing an honest living. The object of punishment is two* 
fold — to vindicate the majesty and righteousness of the 
law, and to reclaim and reform the transgressor. The last 
named of these objects, though, perhaps, inferior in dignity, 
is scarcely inferior in importance, so far at least as the 
interests of society are concerned. To this object, the 
efforts of our society are constantly and earnestly directed. 
While other benevolent institutions have been leading the 
van in the great march of humanity, or toiling to keep the 
main body in motion, this Association has been busy in the 
rear ranks, comforting the wretched, strengthening the fee- 
ble, succoring the tempted, raising the fallen, reclaiming the 
vicious, and extending a helping hand to those who have 
been neglected or trodden down in the unequal pressures 
of society. It has never faltered in its purpose of doing 
good to the unfortunate, the fallen, and even the vicious and 
the criminal, despite much unavoidable misapprehension 
and much undeserved and unjust reproach. There is, 
indeed, nothing intrinsically attractive to society in sym- 
pathy for offenders, who have endangered its safety and 
disturbed its peace. Although humanity to convicts ia 
eminently conservative, yet no man can invoke humanity 
for the convict without being suspected of a bad ambition ; 
and no man call alleviate the punishment of the criminil 
without drawing upon himself the anger of those who 
derive personal satis&ction from the inflictions of social 
justice. Yet our holy religion makes no distinction 9mM 
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the prisoners, whom it ei\join& upon us to visit, to care for, 
and to relieve. And it is this pre-eminently humane and 
unselfish principle, which lies at the very foundation of 
our society, and to which it is seeking to give that broad 
and effective application, which was manifestly intended 
by Him who announced it as the law of His kingdom. 

Truly pitiable has heretofore been the. condition, and 
dismal the prospect of the discharged convict. Such often 
suffer beyond expression, or even conception, the blighting 
influence of despair. These wretched and friendless beings 
come from the prisons, on the expiration of their terms of 
sentence, branded as infamous, and cut off from the confi- 
dence and sympathy of the community. Nothing, tends so 
much to defeat the reformation of convicts, as the position 
in which they are placed, when, having undei^one the 
sentence of the law, they are discharged fix>m their im« 
prisonment. The odium attached to the crime, is con- 
tinued to the criminal, after he has suffered its penalty. 
He is restored to society ; but prejudice repels him from 
its bosom. Tears of penitence and toil have atoned to so- 
ciety for his crime, and have given him, at once, habits of 
industry and skill to direct his labor; but no means are 
provided, no opportunity is afforded, for the exertion of his 
powers. He has no capital of his own, and that of others 
will not be entrusted to him. He is not permitted to 
labor ; he dare not beg ; and he is too oflen compelled, by 
the sheer terrors of starvation, to plunge anew into the 
same crimes, either to suffer the same punishment, or, per- 
obancei by greater caution and cunning, to avoid detection 
and eootinue his depredations on society. 
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But a new era dawned upon the criminal with the Ibrmar 
tion of this Bocietj. It has given to oonvicts new hope 
and new incentives to virtue. They feel that they are no 
longer hunted like wild beasts, but cared for as rational 
beings. The consequence is, that many resolve so to con* 
duct while in prison, as to merit assistance when they 
come out. And nobly is that resolution kept in numerous 
instances. The Association can point to numbers of its 
beneficiaries, who are doing well, and who possess the con* 
fidence of their employers and the respect of the communi* 
ty. When we consider what was the condition of these 
persons, when they first claimed our assistance, broken in 
health, prostrated in mind, without friends,^ without solace, 
without hope even, and now see them industrious, respect- 
ed, and happy, it is a source of unalloyed gratification, and 
affords the strongest incentive to perseverance in our 
labors. These erring ones are members of the human 
fiBtmily , as well as we. They are our brethren ; children 
of the same Father ; heirs of the same immortality ; can- 
didates for the same heavenly inheritance ; and, which is 
an infinitely higher consideration, the Redeemer of tibe 
World is equally willing to save them, as he is the more 
fikvored of their fellow creatures. 

Many look upon a man convicted of crime, almost with 
loathing and dread. The greater part of the world, at least 
the unthinking part of it, regard all convicted criminals in 
the same light, that is, as utterly depraved and hopelessly 
fiUlen. But this is a sad mistake. Those who labor among 

prisoners know that they are still men ; with human sym^- 
pathies and affections, as well as human passions and yiiem. 
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The experience of this Aisgociation has abundantly shown 
that a large proportion of those who leave our State prif 
sons need only friends to lean upon, and kind judicious 
counsel from those friends, to strengthen those good re80«> 
lutions and aspirations, which are apt to spring up in everf 
human breast, after seasons of severe humiliation. To ex^- 
tend such needed counsel, in all hopeful cases, is |he design 
and endeavor of this Association. It institutes a strict 
scrutiny into the character and conduct of criminals while 
in prison. As to those who give no hope of reformation^ 
it reports their names to the officers of justice, to the en4 
that they may be closely watched, and early arrested im 
any new career of crime which they may attempt. As to 
the others, who hold out promise of amendment, it aids 
them to the extent of its ability, in their efforts to reform^ 
by extending such pecuniary assistance as may seem 
proper and necessary, by procuring emplo}anent for them, 
and by encouraging them, in every praeticaUe way, to lead 
honest lives and sin no more. So favorably is this branch 
of our labor regarded in Europe, that intelligent prisom 
officers there have expressed the opinion that, without 
some such*ag|3ncy as that afforded by our society, all that 
can be done for the prisoner, duriiig his inearceraticm, k 
comparatively useless. 

The practical working of Hiis department of our labwii 
may be best shown by a few cases : 

No. 1. Was a convict who had been imprisoned in Sing 
Sing for an offence committed in a moment of suddMl 
temptation^ but who had previously sustained a fair repu- 
iation.i After . his zelease, lie stated that he had lodied 
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forward to his diUcharge with high anticipations of pku- 
ure ; but that now, on his return to his native citj, nearly 
all his old friends passed him without recognition^ alUioo^ 
a very few would take him coldly by the hand, and, witk 
a patronizing air, say that they would like to do some- 
thing for him, if only it were in their power. Said he, '' I 
have looked around for employment ; but every door ii 
closed against me. The moment I am known as a dis- 
charged convict, I am shut out of employment, and, it ap- 
pears to me, out of the pale of human sympathy. I am 
ready to work ; there is no kind of employment I would 

refuse ; but the world appears in arms against me. O God! 
what shall I do 7 If Heaven had not passed sentence 
against self-murder, I would commit suicide; but this I 
dare not do. Christ has forgiven me, if man has not, and 
I must not offend him. But oh ! I shall die. If I do, it 
will be the death of a man who has starved in a land oi 
plenty for want of work. But when I die, it shall be the 
death of an honest man." A gentleman, who is well 
known in this city, having formerly been a member of the 
Legislature, and who is neither afraid nor ashamed to be 
known as a friend and helper of the fallen, aided him to 
start in business. He became a member of the Methodist 
church, lived a consistent christian life, was prospered in 
business, purchased a home for his family, laid up a com- 
petent support for them, and died a happy and triumphant 
death, beloved, respected, and honored by all who knew 
him. 

No. 2. ' Was a young man, a foreigner, released from 
prison by pardon. Sensible how useless it would be to 
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attempt to find employment in the city^ where he was 
known, he shipped on board a merchant vessel, under an 
assumed name. But his real name was soon discovered^ 
and he was summarily dismissed. A second and a third 
engagement of the same kind were attended with the samd 
result. In vain, too, he tried to procure a passage to his 
native country. Wherever he went he was pointed out as 
an old convict ; and all his efforts to procure employment 
were defeated. At length, he determined to try another * 
direction, and went to Albany, with the design of going 
west. He paid his £Bire on the canal, but being recognized^ 
he was forthwith ordered to leave the boat. He • returned 
to the city with feelings wounded and exasperated. '^ What 
am I to do?" he exclaimed; "must I starve? Wherever 
I go there is nothing but persecution. I am driven almost 
to despair. I can with difficulty resist the inclination to 
commit some desperate act of/Tevenge for such treatment.'^ 

The above two cases, though not coming under the 
official c^re of the Association, we nevertheless venture to 
introduce, since they both illustrate, in a very striking and 
forcible manner, the difficulty experienced by discharged 
convicts in obtaining work ; and the latter shows what a 
fearful spirit of revenge and of hostility to society is some* 
times engendered by persistent, and, we cannot but add, 
nnju^t harshness to its offending members. 

No. 3. Was a discharged convict who had been for four 
years in Sing Sing for grand larceny. On his release, he 
called at our office. He admitted that he was guilty ; but 
says that he has reason to bless God that he was arrested 
and poxiished. Before his imprisonment he did not conr 

[Assem. No. 26.] 3 
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aider; he was reckless because lie was thoughtless. To 
deaden conscience and drown oonyiction, he drank. But 
when taken trom all his eyil associations, he began to 
reflect ; and now hopes that he has sought the Lord and 

found him. Says he spent some happy hours with ^ 

a fellow prisoner, who is, he believes, savingly converted to 
God. He hopes to be kept steadfast to the end, and thai 
he may be saved. He has been provided with work, and 
- is doing well. 

No. 4. Had been ten years at Sing Sing, having been 
tried, convicted and sentenced on a charge of robbery. He 
says the men should reform now, as Mr. Hubbell is more 
like a father tnan a warden. They never had, during the 
last ten years, such a man. Said he, ^^ He is a gentleman 
and a Christian ; one of the right stamp." ^^ What do you 
mean ?" inquired our agent. He replied, '^ Mr. Hubbell so 
easily does unto others what he would that others should 
do unto him ; and that I think is real vital religion, and no 
sham." He said that he had left the prison with four dol« 
' lars, but hoped to do better and to earn more for himself 
.the next ten years than he had the last. Being about to 
|oin a ship, he could not leave New York without calling 
to thank the gentlemen of the Association for visiting the 
prison, and saying kind words to the poor fellows there. 

No. 5. Had been an exceedingly bad man, and, pn a 
charge of grand larceny, committed under very aggravated 
circumstances, had been tried and sentenced to Sing Sing 
for five years. On his discharge he called upon our agent, 
and said that by the grace of Qod he trusted that he was 
adianged man. The death of a fellow prisoner affboted 



t 

i 



PRIBDN ASSOOIATIOV. Sl| 

him much. That prisoner, he felt sure, had gone from eart& 
to Heaven. He was a colored man, and had been a very hard 
case. But he sought Jesus the Saviour and found him. He 
died rejoicing. This led him to think of his soul and c^ 
his sins, and he said to his room-mate, *^ Let's you and I 
seek the same Saviour." He added, " I believe, sir, that 
he is mine. I hate and am ashamed of my sins ; I love 
the things I once hated ; I do believe that I bate sin, and 
ihat I can say, ^Lord, thou knowest all things; thoil 
knowest that I love thee !' " He called on ihe Association^ 
not to ask for any pecuniary aid, but to encourage them is 
their efforts to improve the condition of both the bodiei 
and the souls of the prisoners. He is with his father and 
family in New Jersey. He asks the Association to think 
of him and pray for him. If this man is truly regenerated^ 
if really, in the scriptural sense, '^ clothed and in his righi 
mind," what a miracle of grace ! 

No. 6. Was a convict discharged from Clinton Prison^ 
after serving out a sentence of two and a half years, having 
been convicted, by his own confession, of grand larceny. 
After his release, he called at our office, and stated that^. 
after having been in prison for six months, he was led to 
think. He diligently read the Bible, and was constrained 
to seek the Saviour, whom he found, to the joy of his souL 
He said that he still retained his confidence, and hoped to 
grow in grace. He felt that he loved Christ more and more 
daily, and was resolved to endeavor, by help from on bigh« 
to show that he is a branch of the living vine. He bad 
been advised by the chaplain to call on us, that he might 
procure work« , No situation having been found for him, 
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\ke was aided by the Association to go to his friends, in 
Worcester, Massachusetts. 

It would be easy from the diary of our general agent, to 
fill volumes with similar testimonies to the power of kind- 
ness in the reclamation and reformation of convicts. As 
kindness has an almost miraculous power to calm the dis- 
ordered in mind, so likewise it has to subdue the intract- 
able in will. It has shown itself well nigh omnipotent in 
its influence upon the morally, as well as the mentally^ 
insane. It has lessened the number and mitigated the char- 
acter of offences in our prisons. It has rendered punish- 
ments there less necessary and less frequent. It has 
{replaced sullenness and turbulence with alacrity and good 
order. It has augmented the productiveness and value of 
' prison labor ; and, above all, it has increased the prospect 
and the hope of reformation, an(^ has, there is reason to 
believe, in cases not a few, opened, in hearts the most ob- 
durate and depraved, an ingress to the gentle, gracious and 
saving influences of the Holy Spirit. 

III. Prison Discipline. 
After attending to the cases and relieving the necessities 
of the detained and the discharged, as far as we have the abil- 
ity and it would be proper for us so to do, another important 
object, which claims the attention of the Association, is the 
improvement of criminal law, both in its principles and its 
administration, and particularly the improvement of prison 
discipline and government. We seek the improvement of 
prison discipline both directly and indirectly. We seek 
iuch improvement directly by a careful inspection of 
prisons; by a comparison of the results obtained tmder 
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different systems of discipline ; by observing the effects of 
these different systems upon the health and character of 
the convicts and upon the police and productive industry 
of the prison ; by a cautious examination of their liabilitj^ 
to abuse and their actual abuses ; by collecting, tabulating 
and publishing statistics on all subjects relating to th<^ 
government of prisons; by intercourse with prisoners, ad-^ 
vising, warning, and reproving, yet hearing patiently thei# 
complaints; by imparting, as &r as possible, to prisoji 
keepers and officials, right notions of discipline ; and by 
laboring in all practicable ways, to elevate, enlarge, purify 
and render increasingly efficient the reformatory influencetf 
of prison life. Our institution seeks the improvement ot 
prison discipline, indirectly, by the encoiiragment it affords 
prisoners to conduct well in prison, that they may be en- 
titled to share in its benefits when discharged; by itii 
influence in warming and cherishing the germ of hope in 
their bosoms ; by tha assurance which it gives them that^ 
though fallen, they are not abandoned, and that, by honecff 
and steadfast effort, they may regain respectability ; and 
by its tendency to produce a better feeling in the commu- 
nity towards them, through the evidence which, from timi 
to time, its presents of their reformation. • 

Prison discipline has been for ages a subject of concern 
of thought, of experiment, of study, and of discussion; 
both with individuals and governments. But from the 
magnitude, perplexity and peculiar nature of the subject , 
and especially from the character of its objects, there il^ 
perhaps, scarcely a more subtle ' or difficult theme in the 
whole range of human inquiry. ' Though great advance* 
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have been made, it cannot be claimed that anything Uke 
perfection ^has yet been attained in the regulation, internal 
economy and penal discipline of prisons. We are, indeed, 
very far from haying reached such a result ; and the obli- 
gation to pursue the work of investigation, discussion, and 
improvement presses as strongly upon governments and 
private citizens at the present time, as at any previous 
period of our own or the world's history. This, though a 
broad and difficult field of research and labor, is neverthe- 
less an attractive and promising one, embracing as it does 
the entire domain of criminal justice. !From want of ade- 
quate pecuniary means to visit, inspect, and examine the 
prisons of our State as extensively as would have been 
desirable, and perhiaps, also, from some deficiency of the 
needful zeal, we have as yet accomplished but a frac- 
tion of the work req[uired in this branch of service. 
Nevertheless, the Association has devoted, as its annual 
reports show, no inconsiderable shar^ of attention to this 
department of its labor. It claims, indeed, to have aocom- 
plished here an important work in detecting and exposing 
abuses ; in restraining prison officials within proper 
bounds ; in gathering and arranging statistics of crime ; in 
conveying to the Legislature and to the public valuable 
information in regard to the condition and working of our 
penal institutions ; and in introducing into our systems of 
criminal law and penal discipline economic and reforma-* 
tory principles and measures, which are more humane, as 
Yfell as more philosophical than many of those previously 
embodied therein. JBut precious as are the fruits already 
gathered in, this ficild,. we hope, tagather still more precioM 
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as well as more abundant fruit in future years ; for it is 
our earnest desire and fondly cherished expectation to be 
able,, at no distant day, either through public aid or priysUf 
benefactions, to extend this part of our labors to every 
Section of our State. 

RESULTS, 
After this statement of the objects of the Association, 

and this exhibition of the nature and importance of its 
work, it will not be without interest, either to the Legis- 
lature or the public^ to see a brief summary of what has 
been accomplished by the labor of eighteen years. 

Fifty-five thousand seven hundred and fourteen persons, 
detained either for examination, or trial, or as witnesses, 
have been visited in prison, and suitably counseled. 

Five thousand six hundred and thirty detained prisoners, 
either innocent, or very young, or manifestly penitent, have 
been discharged on the recommendation of the Associa- 
tion ; and the children and youth included in this numbeif 
have been restored to their distressed and anxious parents 
or friends. 

Eighteen thousand nine hundred and eleven complaints 
have been examined. 

Four thousand nine hundred and eight complaints have 
been, at the instance of the Association, discontinued as 
being either frivolous, or the result of paiJsion or preju- 
dice. 

Seven thousand six hundred and seventy-six discharged 
convicts have been aided with money, or clothing, or 
both. 

Two thousand seven hundred and twenty-nine dis- 
charged convicts have been provided with situations where 
tlkey could earn, and where most of them are actually earn- 
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ing, an honest living ; and where some of them, bb me- 
chanics, tradesmen, and even professional gentlemen, are 
amassing wealth. Less than five per cent, of these, accord- 
ing to the hest information we can obtain, have ever been 
recommitted to prison ; and a very large proportion ap- 
pear to have been thoroughly reclaimed, and are pursuing 
a career of virtuous and useful industry. 

Seventy-five inspections of prisons have been made, by 
which a great mass of valuable information has been col- 
lected, the condition and working of our penal institutions 
shown, and their government and discipline materially im- 
proved. 

The criminal jurisprudence of the State is not a little in- 
debted to this organization. A committee of the Associa- 
tion, of which Benjamin F. Butler, John Duer, and J. W. 
Edmonds were members, all eminent lawyers and jurists, 
after a laborious research into the criminal legislation of 
the commonwealth, running back through its entire 
history, drew the elaborate, comprehensive, and admirable 
bill, which the Legislature of 1847 enacted into a law, 
creating and fixing the present prison system of New 
York. 

OUR GENERAL AGENT'S WORK. 

Our geiferal agent, Mr. Beal, has pursued his work in the 
detention and discharged convict departments with his 
usual industry, zeal, and success. He has, according to his 
wont, visited, systematically, the various prisons and 
houses of detention, in New York and Brooklyn, attended 
upon the criminal courts, and given special attention and 
aid to those cases which seemed to call for such inter- 
position. The child or youth of tender years, the novice 
in crime, the emigrant to whom our language and laws are 
unknown, the wrongfully arrested, the guilty but penitent 
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prisoner, and those in whose cases mitigating circumstances 
are found to exist, have received from him, as the repre- 
sentative of the Association, that consideration which phi* 
lanthropy should bestow upon the young, the weak, the ig^ 
norant, and the unfortunate. He has seen, conversed with, 
and counseled 5,000 persons, comparatively poor and help- 
less, in oiur city and detention prisons. He has examined 
1^291 complaints, giving advice and aid to the persons 
against whom they had been made. He has procured the 
abandonment of .455 complaints, which were either trivial 
in themselves, or the result of prejudice, passion, or malice. 
He has procured the discharge of 406 persons, who were 
very young, or clearly innocent, or manifestly penitent. 
He has assisted with board, and aided to reach their friends 
or employment remote from the city, or to leave the Uni- 
ted States, (of course from the treasury of the Association,) 
602 discharged convicts, and has supplied with clothing, 
less or more. 111 others of the same class. And he has 
procured permanent situations, in town or country, for 152 
released prisoners. 

THE ASSOCIATION AS A COURT OF CONCILIA- 

TION. 

There is a feature in our agent's work*, not referred to in 
any former report, and yet of such interest, importance and 
utility that it deserves to be brought distinctly before the 
public eye. It is well known that in some countries there 
are regularly constituted tribunals, called Coitrts of Concilia 
atioriy the design of which is to prevent as well family and 
neighborhood feuds, as tedious and expensive litigation, by 
an amicable settlement of differences. The labors of our 
agent supply, in a great measure, the want of such a court 
in this community. Innumerable difficulties, originating 
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in mistake, passion, drink, or some sudden or fiivolooi 
cause, many of which would otherwise grow to formidable 
proportions, are adjusted through his agency. In this way 
husbands and wives, temporarily alienated, are reunited in 
feeling, hostile parties reconciled, offenders reclaimed, much 
expense saved to the community, and the sum of human 
happiness greatly augmented. These, or such as these^ are 
every-day results of the agent's judicious interposition; 
results most important in themselves, as well as cheering 
to every humane and philanthropic heart. 

ANOTHER AGENT NEEDED. 
Since the formation of oiu^ society, this city has more 
than doubled its population. As a matter of course, the 
number of criminals, the business of pur criminal courts, 
and the extent of our penal institutions and appliances 
have proportionally increased. As a consequence, there is 
more work to be done in our detention and discharged con- 
vict departments than any one man can possibly accom- 
plish. Our agent is over- worked ; and although his zeal is 
boundless, and, as any one may see from the exhibit made 
in a preceding paragraph, his activity and diligence untiring 
arid incoimparable, he can never fully overtake his work. 
In short, there is enough to b6 done to keep two men con- 
stantly employed ; and it is the desire of the Association 
to give Mr. Beal an assistant, as soon as our finances will 
permit and the right man (by no means an easy part of the 
problem,) can be found. 

EMPLOYMENT OF A CORRESPONDING SEC- 

RETARY. 

The Association has made an important modification in 

lis arrangements during the past year. We have long fdit 

the need — ^indispensable to the most effective prosMultiM 
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of our work — of an executive officer, who would devote 
his whole time and energies to the interests of the societj. 
We have accordingly, within the latter half of the year, 
invited to the office of corresponding secretary — ^heretofore 
rather nominal and honorary than otherwise — the Rev. E. 
C. Wines, D. D., late president of the City University of 
Saint Louis. He has accepted the position tendered him, 
and has entered upon the discharge of its duties. Thus 
far the result of the experiment has heen every way satis- 
factory to the Association. 

RESOLUTIONS OF ECCLESIASTICAL BODIES. 

The corresponding secretary laid before several ecclesi- 
astical bodies, that met in the autumn, the objects and 
claims of the Association, by all of which bodies resolu- 
tions of approval and commendation were unanimously 
adopted. We transcribe a few of these resolutions, that 
it may be seen in what estimation oiur work is held by 
persons most competent to judge of its utility. 

" The Synod of New York and New Jersey, having 
listened to the statements of the Rev. E. C. Wines, D. D., 
in respect to the principles and history of the Prison Dis- 
cipline Association of New York, 

*^ Resolved, That in view of the good already accomplished 
by this society, the importance of its objects, and the di£i- 
cretion and efficiency of its present management, we cordi- 
ally commend it to the attention and liberality of the 
friends of moral improvement and public order. 

" SAMUEL L. TUTTLE, Temporary Clerk. 

" Brooklyn, October 22, 1862." 

'^ Extract from the minutes of the Third Presbytery of 
New York, in Besaiaia im JKew York, Oct^ 7, 1862 : 
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" Resolved^ That we have listened with deep interest to 
the statements of Rev. E. C.^^ines, D. D., in regard to the 
operations of the Prison Association of New York, and 
that we sincerely rejoice in the great good manifestly 
accomplished by that philanthropic organization, and cor 
dially commend it and its work to the benevolent public 
"A true extract. 

" EDWIN HATFIELD, Stated Clerks 

" The Second Presbytery of New York, having heard^ 
with interest, a statement by the Rev. Dr. Wines, with 
reference to the objects and operations of the Prison Asso- 
ciation of New York, do hereby 

" Resolve^ That, in the judgment of this Presbytery, the 
Association is engaged in an important work, worthy of 
the approbation, sympathy, and support of the Christian 
community." 

" A true extract. , - 

" R. H. HENRY, Stated Clerk:' 

The other resolutions are similar in their purport. 

PRESENTATION OF OUR CAUSE IN CHURCHES. 

* 

Our secretary has presented the cause of the Associa- 
tion in a number of the churches of New York, and its 
vicinity; has preached to the convicts in several of our 
prisons ; and has prepared and published a variety of arti- 
cles relating to our work in the secular and religious papers 
of this and other cities ; as, also, in pamphlet form, a 
Statement of the Objects and Results of the Association, 
throughout its entire career. This has been stereotyped, 
by order of the executive committee, and is being widdy 
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circulated. In these various ways, the society has become 
better known, an increased interest has been awakened 
in its -objects and its work, and contributions secured to its 
treasury. 

DUTIES OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 
It will be tbe business of the corresponding secretary, 
besides providing the needful funds, to carry on an extended 
correspondence both in our own country and Europe, with 
gentlemen connected with the administration of penal 
justice; to collect and examine reports of penal institu- 
tions at home and abroad ; to present our cause in such 
pulpits as may be open to him, not only in the metropolis, 
but also in the chief cities of our State ; to inspect and 
examine prisons ; to make himself fitmiliar with the doings 
of other organizations similar to our own, and with the 
whole range of penal literature ; and to digest, arrange, 

m 

and render available, in tabulated and other forms, the 
statistics of crime gathered from all quarters. 

INSPECTION OF COUNTY PRISONS. 

The jails in Columbia, Greene, Ulster and Dutchess coun- 
ties have been visited and examined by the Association 
during the past year, through the Honorable John Stanton 
Gould, as their committee. His report of these inspections, 
will be found printed in extmsOy ,in the appendix. The 
Legislature will find, in these documents, facts and sugges- ^ 
tions worthy of their earnest consideration. They will 
also notice, with pleasure, the descriprtion of the new prison 
at Pbughkeepsie, in Dutchess county; which Mr. Gould 
characterizes as ''a model jail ;" adding also, that it appears 
to be controlled by "a model sheriff." 
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STATE PRISON AT SING SING. 

The Association regrets to report to the Legislature, that 
no official inspection of State prisons has been made by it 
during the ypar covered by the present communication. 
Nevertheless, the corresponding secretary having spent 
two days at Sing Sing prison, and the general agent having 
'made repeated visits there, we are able to report, generally, 
a most gratifying state of things in that institution. 

The Hon. G. B. Hubbell entered upon his duties as agent 
and warden of the Sing Sing prison, on the first day of 
May, 1862. On assuming that position, with its high and 
solemn responsibilities, he issued an address to the officers 
of the prison. This paper breathes a spirit of the tenderest 
and most exalted humanity, and enunciates principles of 
the most comprehensive and far-reaching wisdom. It is so 
enlightened, so important, so practical, so truly christian 
in its whole tone and temper, that we cannot and we desire 
not to resist the impulse to insert, in the appendix, a trans- 
cript of it unabridged. We are sure that the friends of 
prison reform, everywhere, will thank us for affording them 
the opportunity of jperusing a document of suoh rare excel- 
lence. And they will be glad to learn that Mr. Hubbell is 
a man of actions as well as word£$. He reduces his theories 
to practice, and is nobly redeeming the pledges given on 
the occasion of his induction into office. He looks upon 
the convict as still a man; with man's sympathies and 
affections, as well as man's depravity and lusts. He sym- 
pathizes with him, though fallen. He believes in the prac- 
ticability of his redemption. He thinks that a prison may 
be made, and ought to be made, a school of reformation no 
less than a place of punishment.. He recognizes the gentle 
rule of love, as mightier than the iron rule of force. It is 
upon these ideas that the government and discipline of 
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Sing Sing prison are now administered. Thus &r the ex« 
cellence of the results corresponds with the nobleness of the 
tiieory. We ought not to omit one further fact in this con- 
nection, viz : that Mr. Hubbell appropriates a certain hour 
of each day in which any prisbner may come to him with 
his complaints, his burdens, his cares and his anxieties, 
whatever they may be. It is earnestly to be desired that 
ihiB gentleman may be retained in a position for which he 
possesses such peculiar qualifications, and where he prom- 
ises to be pre-eminently useful. His removal would be a 
public calamity. We sincerely hope that no considerar* 
tions, political or otherwise, may lead to such a result. 

FINANCES. 
The receipts and disbursements of the year are shown in 
the treasurer's report, which will be found in the ap- 
pendix. 

THte WORKHOUSE ON BLACKWELL'S ISLAND. 

One of the objects of the Prison Association is the im- 
provement of the financial system of our penitentiaries, 
embracing convict labor, prison revenues, and prison ex- 
penses. By the third section of its charter, the Association 
was empowered tof establish a worthouse for the purpose 
of receiving all disorderly persons, and persons committed 
as vagrants, and to keep, detain, employ them, &c. The 
Association, having no resources but those derived from 
lioluntary contributions, soon found that the outlay in the 
erection of the intended workhouse would be too great for 
their means. Accordingly they applied to the city author- 
ities for their co-operation in the measure. It will be re- 
collected that tiiey urged their suit from year to year, with 
no little zeal, and by a great variety of arguments. They, 
however^ made but little impression upon those to whom 
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laborious inquiry, was the singular fact, that there were no 
less than 750 inmates of the penitentiary at that moment 
legally entitled to their liberty ! Judge Edmonds addressed 
a note to the mayor, calling attention to the fact ; stating 
that it was his duty forthwith to discharge all these persons ; 
and suggesting that, as it was mid-winter, and many of 
them were poor and infirm, the city authorities should 
make some provision for their support. What was to be 
done in such an extraordinary and astounding condition of 
things ? The invasion of the city by nearly a thousand 
desperadoes, let loose by a single stroke of the pen, would 
be worse than an irruption of Goths and Vandals combined. 
The publication of the presentment and of Judge Edmonds' 
letter had effectually aroused the public attention. Some 
twenty gentlemen, of the highest respectability ^nd stand- 
ing in the city, requested him to unite* with them in devising 
measures to cure this manifold evil. He did so ; and with 
their aid drew up a bill for the Legislature to enact into a 
law. It was sent to Albany by a committee appointed by 
the meeting above mentioned, and the Legislature passed 
the bill in its original shape, merely changing the names 
of some of the persons selected to carry the measure into 
effect, and making a few other minor alterations. This 
bill is known as the Ten Governors' Act, and removed the 
prison and alms-house departments of this city out of the 
reach of partisan politics. The gentlemen selected to carry 
the law into effect were fully imbued with the principles 
of reform, in which it had its origin ; and one of their first 
measures was to erect a workhouse. The participation of 
the Prison Association in that measure, beyond the repeated 
and enlightened arguments l)y which they had but too un- 
successfully urged it, consisted principally in recommending 
£Assem. No. 26.] 4 
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to the " Ten Governors," as a proper person to superintend 
the erection of the workhouse, Mr. Harmon Eldridge, the 
gentleman who had been principal keeper of the prison at 
Sing Sing, at the time our reforms there had been inaugu- 
rated and carried out. He was fully indoctrinated with 
our ideas, and he carried them out, as far as he could, in 
the construction and management of that institution. 

NEEDS OF THE ASSOCIATION AND ITS CLAIMS 

^ ON ECONOMIC GROUNDS. 

The contributions received in past years have been quite 
inadequate to the wants of the Association. It has been 
often compelled, not only to dole out its charities in the 
most stinted proportions, but to deny all relief to many 
whom it has regarded as worthy and hopeful applicants ; 
thereby subjecting them, in their weakness, to renewed 
temptation and a probable relapse into crime ; and itself to 
the imputation, or at least to the suspicion, of pretence and 
insincerity. As a measure of public economy, the 
wealthier part of our citizens, who have the bulk of the 
taxes to pay, can scarcely lay out money to better advan- 
tage than in aiding our society in its work. While the 
Association, thus far, has cost the community less than 
fifty thousand dollars, there can be no doubt that it has 
saved it tens if not hundreds of thousands, in a diminished 
expenditure for the administration of criminal justice and 
the maintenance of prisons, on the one hand, and, 
6n the other, in the accumulations of an industry 
which would have been, at least a considerable part 
of it, but a negative quantity. Regarded, then, in a merely 
economic point of view, our Association is a great social 
benefit, since it costs far less to prevent crime than to 
punish it ; and the prevention of crime, by raising the 
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fallen, is the very foundation principle of our organization. 
The surest and cheapest protection to society against the 
bad, is to make them good ; to convert felons into upright 
and useful citizens, a reformation which, by the blessing of 
God on suitable efforts, can be effected, as experience has 
shown, in a much larger number of cases than is comiAonly 
supposed possible. Self-interest, therefore, if there were 
no higher motives, should enlarge the charities of the 
benevolent towards the guilty and the fallen. They return 
to society, on their discharge, as has been remarked in a 
former report, either pirates or penitents; and it lies 
mainly with society to say which they shall be. 

OUR WORK MAINLY A WORK OF HUMANITY 
AND BENEVOLENCE— APPEAL FOR THE CRIM- 
INAL AND THE PRISONER. 

But, though the view presented in the preceding para- 
graph of the economic aspects and relations of our work, is 
undoubtedly true, it still remains, in its fundamental ele- 
ments, a work of humanity and benevolence. The appeal 
of the criminal and the prisoner is to that high and noble 
philanthropy, which can overlook the past, and stoop to 
raise the fallen ; that philanthropy, which whispers words 
of consolation to the erring, and guides the feet of the 
wanderer back into the path of virtue. It is a philanthropy 
akin to that divine benevolence, which, in calling back- 
sliders to return, promises to " heal their backslidings ;J' 
nay, even to be " merciful to their unrighteousness," and to 
" remember their sins and iniquities no more." It is to 
such philanthropy that we would appeal in behalf of the 
discharged convict. We say to society : Give him another 
chance. Speak, kindly to him. Let him have your sym- 
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pathy. Meet him with a smile, instead of a frown. Open 

• 

the heart and the hand to his relief. He starts at his own 
shadow. He feels that, like Cain, he is ^^ a fugitive and 
a vagabond upon the earth." Terrible, indeed, are his 
struggles ; for he has foes within as well as without to com- 
bat. His soul is driven to and fro between the frowns of 
the world and the upbraidings of conscience. These, 
awaken remorse ; those, despair. Does not a being, thus 
agitated and distracted, need sympathy and encouragement? 
And shall his appeal — shall our appeal for him — ^be in vain 
to those whom a kind Providence has guarded in the hours 

of temptation, and whose cup overflows with blessings ? 
Remember the words of the Lord Jesus, at once so conde- 
scending and so gracious : ^^ I was in prison, and ye came 
imto me :" '^ inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the 
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." 

The committee return their cordial thanks to the friends, 
both old and new, whose generous contributions have 
enabled them to prosecute, efficiently and successfully, the 
important work which they have undertaken. They 
respectfully ask a renewal of these benefactions. There 
was never a time in our history when aid was more needed, 
and never a time when the needful assistance promised 
nobler results. 

To the gentlemen of the bar, who have, at our request, 
kindly and ably pleaded the causes of a number of poor 
prisoners, we also return our most grateful acknowledg- 
ments. 

In conclusion, the committee recognize, with devout 
gratitude, the good hand of our God upon us in the labors 
of the past year, and earnestly invoke a continuance of his 
gracious favor on our work during the year upon which we 
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are just entering. Without his blessing, we can accomplish 
no useful results ; with it, we may patiently and cheerfully 
prosecute our labors, in the assured confidence of success. 
All which is respectfully submitted, by order of the 
Executive Committee. 

JOHN DAVID WOLFE, 

FresiderU. 
E. C. WINES, 

Carreifponding Secretary, 
JNO. H. GRISCOM, 

Chairman Executive CammiUee, 
New York, December 81, 1862. 
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(A.) 

HONORARY, CORRESPONDING, AND LIFE MEMBERS. 

I. Honorary Members. 

Oscar I, .^ ^ King of Sweden and Norway. 

•Hon. B. P. Butler, New York. 

••Hon. John Duer, do 

Hon. Jno. W. Edmonds, . . do 
Abraham Van Nest, Esq., do 



Members of the Institute of France. 



II. Corresponding Members. 

M. Alexis De Toqueyille, 
M. G. De Beaumont, 
M. C. H. Lucas, 

M. Demetz, Membre du Conseil General du Depart- 
ment du Seine et OisI, etc., Paris. 

M. G. Blouet, Architect du Gouvernement. 

I. G. Perrj, Esq., Inspector of Prisons of Great Britain. 

Col. Jebb, Surveyor General of the Prisons and 

Director of the Convict Pvsons of 
Great Britain. 

Edwin Chadwick, Esq, . . London, 

Dr. Verdeil, Member of the Great Council, Vice 

President of the Council of Health 
at Lausanne, Switzerland. 

Dr. Goss, Geneva, Switzerland. 

Jacob Post, Esq., London. 

•Rev. Louis Dwight,.... Secretary of the Prison Discipline So- 
ciety, Boston. Mass. 

Francis Lieber, LL.D.,.. Prof. Political Science, Columbia Col- 
lege, New York, and Cor. Member of 
the Institute of France. 

Wm. P. Foulke, Esq.,... Philadelphia, Pa. 

Stephen Colwell, Esq.,.. do 

M. Moreau Christophe, . . Chevalier of the Legion of Honor,Fran60. 

Dr. YfU'renthrap, * Germany. 

Samuel G. Howe, M. D., Principal ofthe Institution for the-Blind, 

Boston, Mass. 
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Misfl Dorothea L. Dix, .. Boston, Mass. 

Prof. Nathan David, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Hon. Charles Sumner, . . Boston, Mass. 
Prof. I. L. Tellkampf,. . . Berlin, Prussia. 

John Haviland, Prison Architect, Philadelphia, Penn. 

George Sumner, Esq.,.. ^ Boston, Mass. 

N. B. The Physician, Warden, and Chaplain of every Peniten- 
tiary in the county, are, tx-officio^ corresponding members of the 
Association. 

III. Honorary Lifr Members of the Executive Cobimittes, 

MADE SUCH BY THE PAYMENT OF ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS OR UP 
WARDS AT ONE TIME. 

Ge'orge B. Archer New York, 

James Boorman do 

James Brown.. . do 

Wm. B. Crosby do 

James Warren Delano.. do 

William Delan<f, Jr do 

•George Douglass ^ do 

Meredith Howland... do 

James Lenox do 

SamuelJF. B. Morse do 

Charles Parker do 

Henry M. SchieflFelin do 

J£r8. Catharine L. Spencer. . . do 

Joseph Walker do 

John D. Wolfe do 

J. Walter Wood do 

William Wood do 

Joseph Howland Matteawan, N. Y. 

Mrs. Jos. Howland . do do 

Bev. .Nathan S. S. Beman, D.D...Troy, do 

Bev« H. G. Ludlow do do 

Rev. Mr. Darling »,.. . Hudson, do 

Rev. G. W. Perkins ... .Meriden, Conn. 

William Andrews, Esq do 

IV. Life Members of the Association, made such by the pai 

MENT OF TWENTY-FIVE DOLLARS OR UPWARDS, AT ON« TIME. 

J. W. Alsop N^wYork 

Jno. H. Anthon .. do 
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Wm. H. Aspinwall New York 

Mrs. Jno. J. Astor do 

W. B. Astor do 

•David Austin do 

• Anthony Barclay do 

•Henry Barclay do 

•John Bard do 

Thomas Barron .• do 

C. Bartlett , do 

Edwin Bartlett. 1 do 

Samuel J. Beebe do 

August Belmont do 

James G. Bennett do 

E. L. Benson do 

Bartholomew Blanco ^ .* do 

• Henry Brevoort do 

J. Carson Brevoort do 

Louis K. Bridge do 

Mrs. Arthur Bronson do 

Sydney Brooks do 

S. Broom *. .. do 

Stewart Brown do 

George Bruce.. • do . ^ 

Henry K. Bull ...1 do 

Orsamus Bushuell .... .do 

Mrs. Burr ...--. ...-• ... do 

•Benj. F. Butler do 

Ira Bliss do 

• Mrs. Maria Banyer .;.. do 

Samuel B. Caldwell do 

John Caswell do 

Henry Chauncey , *.. do 

Wm. T. Coleman do • 

E. K.Collins do 

H. Ki Corning • do 

Israel Corse do 

Cyrus Curtiss do 

Stephen Cutter do 

Wm. F.Carey dm . 

Henry C. DeBham..-. do 
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Wm. E.Dodge Natr York 

Wm. Douglas ^^..- do 

•John Duer do 

Lucy H.Eddy do 

• Thomas Eddy do 

J. W. Edmonds do 

P. W. Engs do 

B. H. Field do 

H. W. Field do 

Hamilton Fish do 

James Foster, Jr do 

J^mes Freeland do 

Wm, P. Furniss do 

P. Garner do 

John Gihon ^ do 

William C. Oilman do 

Wm, C. Oilman, Jr do 

Winthrop S. Oilman do 

J. B, Oraham do 

E. Boonen Oraves do 

John C. Oreen do 

• Henry OrinnelL... .... .^,. do 

•Seth Grosvenor do 

• Jasper Grosvenor ... do 

Eliza P. Ourney ^. do 

Odgen Haggerty do 

Wm. M. Halsted do 

L. P. Hawes do 

• Timothy Hedges .• do 

• A. Heckscher do 

E. Herrick do 

Silas C. Herring do 

James Horn do 

B. W.Ho\i^ do 

Edgar M. Bowland.... do 

•G. G. Howland do 

•S. S.Howland do 

James C. Hotden do 

Tbonas Hunt..^ do 

George F. Haasey ....«..«.. « do 

Bichajrd Irvin.... .„..••••••. do 
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John Jay Vew YoA 

•Mies Ann Jay do 

E. S. Jaffray ....;... do ' 

• J. R. Jftffray do 

Solomon Jenner do 

Jamee J. Jonee .-.- do 

Walter R. Jonea do 

Alex. S, Johnson -. do 

John Taylor Johnatoo ._ _ do 

William Kemble do 

Wm. L. King do 

J. Kinsman ..- do 

Charlee P. Kirkland do ' 

Josiab Lane ............. do 

lira. Langdon . do 

Samuel Leeds do 

■ Jacob Le Roy do 

Jacob R. LeRoy , do 

" C. M. Leupp ..,_,» do 

• H. B. Livingston do 

Daniel Lord do 

Rufua L. Lord do 

Peter Lorillard do 

■ Cornelius Low ... .. do 

Nicholaa Low do 

A. A. Low do 

Abijah Kann^ do 

J. Matthews do 

Jamee McBride do 

Allan McLaue do 

Wm. T. McCoun '. ■ do 

R. B. Minturn do 

W. H. H. Moore.. do 

E. D. Morgan do 

George D. Morgan do 

•Matthew Morgan do 

Wm. F. Mott do 

• Lindley Murray do 

•B.H. Nevins do 

Cleayton Newbold do 

Wm. Newell do 
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Wm. Niblo New York 

Adam Norrie , do 

Wm. Curt in Noyee^ _, .,_ do 

Charles O'Conor do 

D. W. C. Olyphant do 

Wm. Oothout do 

" John J. Palmer...., . _.... do 

E. Parmly do 

P. Pell do 

J. Phalon do 

Geo. D. Phelps do 

John A. Pullen do 

P. R. Pyne do 

Robert Ray do 

Freomao Rawdon do 

Wm. C. Rliinelander do 

Geo. S. Rohhina do 

C. R. Robert do 

C. V. S. Roosevelt do 

Samuel B. Rnggles ._ do 

Israel Russell do 

Joseph Sampson do 

Adam T. Sackett do 

•David Sands ....i...... . do 

• Peter Schemerhorn do 

" Dudley Seldeu do 

J. F. Sheafe do 

Austin Sherman.. do 

B. B. Sherman do 

Cornelius Smith do 

T. B. Stillman ." .. do 

Jonathan St urges _ ,, do 

•Gerard Stuyvesant do 

Mrs. Helen Stuy veaant ,, do 

L. I. Suarez ............ ,.....^. do 

Otis D. Swan do 

Charlea N. Talbot i do 

Moses Taylor . do 

James H. Titos , do 

S. P. Towusend do 
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Geo. T. Trimble New York 

Archibald S. Van Duzer do 

Abraham Van Nest do 

James Van Nostrand do 

P. S. Van Rensselaer do 

A. Ward •• do 

Geo. C. Ward ".. do 

Salem H. Wales do 

W. Walker do 

•Robert D. Weeks do 

Prosper M. Wetmore do 

Samuel Wetmore do 

Eli White do 

James R. Whiting do 

•Stephen Whitney... do 

Samuel Willets do 

William E. Wilmerding do 

B. R. Winthrop do 

•R. H. Winslow do 

E. J. Woolsey ..Astoria, N. Y. 

•Wm. S. Packer Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Matthew Vassar Poughkeepsie, N Y. 

H. Burrell ^- ..Salisbury, N. Y, 

Rev. J. S. Clark -\*..; Waterbury, Conn. 

Rev. Mr. Elliott do 

Rev. Mr. Searls Meriden, Conn. 

D. S. Gregory Jersey City, N.*J. 

* DeceMed. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT. 

The Prison Association of New Yobk, in account with Wm. C. 
GiLMAN, Jr., Treasurer. 

1862. Dr. 

Dec. 31. — To disbursements to date; including salaries, rent, 

stationery, postage, traveling, printing, relief of 
discharged prisoners and others, as per vonchers on 

file ." ..$2,856 87 

To balance on hand to new account . 378 71 

$3,235 58 

1&61. .Ca. 

Dec. 31. — 67 balance on hand from old account.. $6 85 
1862. 

Dec. 31. — Donations to date 3,228 73 

$3,235 58 

New York, Jan, 29, 1863. — I have carefully examined the ac- 
counts of the Treasurer, and find thorn correct. 

S. H. WALES, 
Chairman Auditing Committee, 

m 

C7* Since the close of the fiscal jear, the Common Council of the eitj of New York hare 
appropriated $2,500 to the Afsociation, for which liberal benefaction our thanka are due 
ana gratefallj tendered. * 
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DONATIONS TO THE N. Y. PRISON ASSOCIATION, PROM 

JAN. 1, 1862, TO JAN. 1, 1863. 

Abeel, J. H $10 00 

Adams, J. T 5 00 

Alsop, J.W 5 00 

Archer, Geo. B 100 00 

Arnold, Constable & Co 6 00 

Aspinwall, Wm. H 60 00 

Afitor, Mrs. Jno. J 25 00 

Badger, J 5 00 

Belmont, August 25 00 

Blanco, B 15 00 

Boker, Hermann & Co * 15 00 

Boorman, James 25 00 

Bowne, Robert 5 00 

Bradford, A. W 10 00 

Brodie, George 2 00 

Bronson, Mrs. A 10 00 

Brown, James 25 00 

Brown, Stewart 10 00 

Bruce, Geo 50 00 

Bull, Henry K 50 00 

Burr, the Misses 25 00 

Butler, Wm. Allen 10 00 

Caldwell, Samuel B 25 00 

Cambreleng, 8 15 00 

Carter, Robert 20 00 

Carey, W. P 35 00 

Caswell, Jno. ..*. 25 00 

Chauncey, Henry 1 10 00 

Christ, Jay & Co 5 00 

Clark, Wilson A Co 10 00 

Coleman, Wm.T 25 00 

Collins, Joseph B 10 00 

Collins, Stacey B., 5 00 

Coming, H. K 60 00 

Craickshank, James 6 00 

[AMem. No. 26.] 6 
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Cutter, Stephen $25 00 

Dennistoun & Co 25 00 

Dillon, Robert 5 00 

Doubleday & Beak 6 00 

Duncan, Sherman & Co 25 00 

Eddy, Lucy H 25 00 

Bvarts, William M , 5 00 

Fleming, Augustus — . 5 00 

Oilman, Arthur ' 15 00 

Oilman,D.C 5 00 

Oilman, William C 5ft 00 

Oilman, William C, Jr 50 00 

Oilman, Rev. E. W 5 00 

Oilman, Winthrop S 50 00 

Oranniss, Henry E 10 00 

Qhraves, R. R. & Co 10 00 

Harper & Co 5 00 

Havemeyer,W. F 10*00 

Hawes, Loring P 10 00 

Hay, Allan 10 00 

Hegeman, William 10 00 

Hendricks, Brothers 10 00 

Hoe, Robert .'..- 5 00 

Holden, James C 10 00 

Howland, Meredith.. 60 00 

Howland, Mr. & Mrs. Joseph -. 100 00 

Hunt, Wilson G 6 00 

Hunter, James 6 00 

Irvin, Richwd 20 00 

Lielin, A 10 00 

Jaffray, E. S 25 00 

Jtsup, Morris K 10 00 

Johnston, Jno. Taylor 50 00 

Jones, W. R. T 6 00 

Kiggins & Kellogg S 00 

Keyser, Jno. H ,.» 5 00 

Lenox, James 200 00 

Lorrillard, Peter 25 00 

Low, A. A 20 00 

Loder, L. B i 2 00 

Macy's, Josiah, Sons 10 00 

Marsh, James ^, 6 00 

McLane, Allan 50 00 

Messenger, Thomas 5 00 

Middleton, Thomas D 10 00 

Milhau, John ^•-.. 5 00 

Melliss, J. F 5 00 

Minturn, Robert B ..* 25 00 

Moore, W. H. H 25 00 
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Koran, Brothers $5 00 

Moorewood A; Co 5 QO 

l^organ, K D. 25 00 

Morgan, Geo. D. 25 00^ 

Morae, S. P. B, 100 Q0, 

ilott,Wm. P 5 PO 

Mott, Wm. P., Jr ^ 5 00 

Munn, 0. D 5 00 

Murray Fund" 26 0# 

Jiaylor & Co 26 00 

Newbold, Cleavton 25 00 

Newcomb, Charles 6 00 

Norrie, Adam ; 10 00, 

Noyen, Wm. Curtis 25 00 

Oelrichs&Co.... 10 00 

O^yphant's Son & Co 20 00 

Olyphant, Robert M 20 00 

Oothout, William *. 6 Q^ 

Opdyke, George . 10 00 

Oppenheim, J. M. & Co ..,. 2 00 

Owen, Thomas 20 00 

Palanca, Ramon 5 00 

Parsons, Jno. E 1 10 66 

Passivant&Co ^-. . 5 OQ 

Pavenstedt & Co 10 OO 

Peafcody, Chas. A 6 00 

Penfold, Jno 10 QQ 

Perkins, Dennis & Co " 6 60 

Perkins, L 10 OQ 

Perry, Theodore 5 OQ 

Pierson & Co 5 OQ 

Phelps, Dodge A Co 25 PO 

Piatt, Ebenezer 10 00 

Poppenhusen, Koenig & Co 10 OQ 

Post, William 10 OQ 

Prosser, Thomas A; Son 6 00 

Ehinelander, Wm. C 26 OQ 

Bobbins, Geo. S 6 OQ 

Bode wald, Adolf. 6 OQ 

Jiogers, Charles H 5 OQ 

JBoogevelt, C. V. S 46 00 

Euscb, P. & A 6 OQ 

%4^r,E.T : 3 OQ 

fiackett, Adam T 10 OQ 

Sands, Mrs. A. B.,. 1 6 00 

8and, C. H : 6 00 

^iGfhepeler & Co ., 6 00 

^chidffelin, Henry H ^ 6 OO 



• » 
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Schieffelin, James L $5 00 

Schieffelin, Samuel B. 5 00 

Schieffelin, Sydney A 5 00 

Schieffelin, Philip'&Co 20 00 

Schlesinger, Frederick S 5 00 

Schmidt, J. W 6 00 

Skidmore, Samuel T 5 00 

Smith, Gerrit 10 GO 

Smith, Uriah J ..., 5 00 

Solomon & Hart 5 00 

Spencer, Mrs. C. L 1. 100 00 

Stamford Manufacturing Co 6 00 

Stoughton, E.W : 5 00 

Sturges. Jonathan 10 00 

Swin, OtisD 5 00 

Talbot, Charles N 20 00 

Tapscott&Co 10 00 

Tappan, J. Nelson 10 00 

Taylor, Robert L : 10 00 

Titus, James H 25 00 

Tracy, William 5 00 

Trimble, Geo. T 10 00 

Tucker, William 5 00 

Ubsdell, Pierson & Lake 6 00 

Van Home, Miss A. M. C 10 00 

Victor, P. & Achelis 5 00 

Vose, J. (} 6 00 

Wales, Salem H 10 00 

Wallace, Miss Isabella 10 00 

Walker, Joseph 26 00 

Walsh, A. R.: 10 00 

Wwd, Geo. C 50 00 

Weston & Gray 25 00 

Wetmore, A. R, , 5 00 

Wetmore, Samuel , .25 00 

Wheelwright, B. F 5 00 

Wiggin, Augustus, 5 00 

Willets, Samuel 25 00 

Williams, Richard S 5 00 

Williams, David S 2 00 

Wilmerdings, Hoguet & Humbert 5 00 

Wines, E. C 10 00 

Wolfe, Jno. D 1 100 00 

Wolsey, E.J ". 50 00 

Consul-General of Prancie ^ 5 00 

Loan returned by a prisoner ^ 3 00 

do do 50 

Ibw York Observer, through the 10 00 



• 
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/ 3 3 ^-^ • 

••Anonymous Friend" $10 00 

do do - 6 00 

Seventh Avenue Methodist Episcopal Church .1 9 23 

Sing Sing Prisoner 1 00 

do do 100 

Winterton, S. S. Miss. Association, Laight street church. 5 00 
A discharged convict 5 00 

Special Contributions for Printing and Advertising. u\ ^ 

Blanco, B $5 00 

Bull, H. K 5 00 

Brown, Stewart , 5 00 

Cutter, Stephen 5 00 

Oilman, W.S 10 00 

Holden, Jas. C 6 00 

Macy's, Josiah, Sons.. 5 00 

Norrie, Adam 5 00 

Schieffelin, Jas. L 5 00 

Sturges, Jonathan .- 5 00 

Wales, Salem H 10 00 

Wines, E. C 6 00 

• 

Special contributions to aid a distressed family. 

Hills,S. C ! $1 00 

Joy, Jos. F 5 00 

Munn,O.D 2 00 <i 

Wales, S. H... 2 00 ' 

Total contributions during the year $3,235 58 



The Association has to return its thanks to R. Carter & Bros, 
for a donation of fifty volumes, and to the Messrs. Appleton, for 
a donation of forty volumes, for prison libraries. 



(D.) 

!MR. GOULD'S REPORT OP HIS EXAMINATION 6^ 

COUNTY PRISONS. 

I. Columbia County Jail. 

. I visited the Columbia county jail on the 30th day of Septeift- 
4>er, 1862, in conformity to the appointment of the Prison AaBi^ 
bilktion. 

Having, in former reports, now on file in the office of the AbsIx 
oiation, described the structure of the jail and its general man- 
agement, it will be unnecessary to go over the ground againi tbe 
only change being the introduction of a water-ch)set into the 
men's prison, during the last year, whick has greatly improved 
its sanitary condition. 

. The air in the lower cells is, now, very sweet, bat the upp^r 
cells still continne exceedingly ofiensive. Defecation, in tin 
women's prison, is still performed in covered tubs. 

Commitments. 

The jail books to April 1st, of the present year, are in the 
hands of the jailor, and are not at present accessible. The follow- 
ing table represents the committals from the 1st of. April to tlie 
1st of September, 1862. . 

For vagrancy 149 

For assault and battery 96 

For assault on officers « 6 

For assault -•.- 3 

For assault with dangerous weapons ..».. .1 

For breach of the peace: ^ Si 

For malicious mischief -.... 46 

For petit larceny ^ *, 33 

For grand larceny . 10 

For burglary and larceny . 1 

For child stealing 1 

For abduction -••.-. 1 
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For embezzlement ^ 3 

For obtaining goods on false pretences.. 

For receiving stolen goods 

For drunk and disorderly 1 

For disorderly. ^ 5 

For disorderly vagrants 

For drunkenness and exposure of person 

For drunkenness and neglect of family 

For taking liquor into jail 

For keeping disorderly house 

For violation of city ordinance ^ :8j( 

For passing counterfeit money 

For misdemeanor ..,. 

For contempt of court S 

iFot abandoning children 

For insane vagrant 

For perjury 

For arson 

For obstructing railroad 

For prostitution . 

For jail breach 

For offences not stated ^ 

This list represents a grand total of 579 commitments in &sre 
jnonths, from a population of about 45,000. 

The same proportion continued through the year would give a 

total of 1,389 commitments, or one commitment to every 32 

inhabitants. % 

Dfitribution of Offences. 

The above statement unexplained would give very inaccurate 
ideas respecting the prevalence of crime in this county. 

The jail books do not enable me to distribute these crimes 
accurately among the several towns, but the sheriff and myself, 
who are both well acquainted with the people in the county, were 
enabled to arrive approximately at the result. About one bun- 
.jdred and eighty of these cases were vagrants from abroad, who 
Jbiad no domicile in the county, and who committed the offences 
while transiently passing through it. The remaining 399 cases 
rof crime were committed by 200 persons, several of whom com- 
>mitted more than one offence. These 200 persons are included 
in about 90 families. Were these 90 families banished from the 
coua^, the Jail of the county would be very nearly useless. 
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tHauses of Crime. 
■ These families are all well known to the officers, and thej are, 
without exception, drunkards. They reside in back streets in 
the city of Hudson and the large villages of the coonty, and in 
their drunken sprees, commit the '* assaults and batteries/' the 
** breaches of the peace,'' the '* malicious mischiefs,'' and the 
^ disorderlies," which appear so formidable in the above table. 
It is not uncommon for one membe.r of one of these families to 
be committed ten or twelve times in the course of a year. It is 
a very trite remark that grogshops are the chief nurseries of 
crime ; it tias been sounded in the ears of the tax payers so often 
without effect, that it seems useless to repeat it. Yet it is true 
that the enormous cost of supporting the county jail and the 
police is solely chargeable to the grogshops. It is to maintain 
these that the tax payers are fleeced so heavily ; and they will 
continue to be fleeced until they rise in a united mass and abate 
the evil. 

Malicious Mischief. 
This class of offences is almost exclusively committed by boys 
belonging to these families. They grow up without any parental 
restraint ; they are uneducated, unemployed and ignorant ; they 
ttre brought up in precisely those conditions best calculated to 
foster the n^ost corrupt and debasing elements of their fallen 
nature. It is they who tear children's dresses, who rend off 
knockers and bell handles, destroy fruit trees, daub paint on 
genteel houses, and are guilty of all sorts of annoyances to 
respectable people, without deriving anji benefit from their 
actions themselves. The 46 cases in the table were mostly com- 
mitted by seven^ell known boys under 15 years of age^ several 
of whom have been in jail more than twenty times. 

Maladministration of Justice. 
The routine of criminal procedure, in a large majority of cases, 
is as follows : A complaint is made before the police justice, who 
issues his warrant to a constable, who arrests the person com- 
plained of, for which he receives a fee. The magistrate commita 
him for farther examination, for which the constable and jailor 
both receive a fee. The offender is called up two or three times 
for re-examination, for each of which examinations fees are paid 
to the constable and jailor. Finally, some one comes forward 
and swears that he is worth a given amount of money, and aigos 
a bail bond with the accused,* who is bound over to answer to 
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the charge at the next court of sessiqiui. No one appears at that 
court, and they are then discharged by proclamation. Or it 
may be that indictments are found against four or five of the 
prisoners ; in this case the court of sessions will remit the case 
to the next oyer and terminer ; the latter court will remit it 
back to the sessions } at the next term of sessions it will be put 
off on affidavit of the absence of material witnesses ; and thus 
the cases are put off from court to court, on one pretext or 
another, until finally all parties get tired of the pursuit, a nolle 
prosequi is entered, and there is a final end of the matter. 

Of the 430 cases remaining after the exclusion of the vagrancy 
cases, not five will be ultimately convicted and punished. 

Two curious instances of maladministration of justice occurred 
while I was visiting the jail. One was admitted on a charge of 
assault and battery on a child, who had been dreadfully bruised 
and mangled ; its clothes were brought to the jail all saturated 
with blood. The brutal man was a resident who had a vote, and 
had many friends who also had votes. He was admitted to straw 
bail, and the case will never be heard of again. Another, friend- 
less and voteless, waef committed for vagrancy ; the next day he 
was committed to the penitentiary for six months I 

Health. 
No case of disease has arisen within the jail during the past 
year, nor has any one died therein. Several prisoners have been 
suffering with delirium tremens and the venereal disease on ad- 
mission, and have been treated successfully for these complaints* 

Ftod and Cleanliness. 
The jail is clean, And is whitewashed throughout monthly. 
The jailor washes the under garments and bedding of the pri- 
soners weekly. Gombs, soap and razors are furnished when 
needed. The food is abundant and wholesome. Meat is given 
once a day, and fish on Fridays. The jail is heated by stoves. 

Vagrancy. 
I have already spoken of the numerous cases of vagrants com- 
mitted to the jail. They are generally sent to the penitentiary 
at Albany for six months. It is believed that an Alteration of 
the law, which should make it imperative on the justices to send 
vagrants, who are committed a second time, to the penitentiary 
for a year, and the third time for two years, would be a great 
improvement. The penitentiary would be willing to receive such 
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cases without charge to th^ counties, and the result would be to 
diminish very greatly this now increasing class. 

JWto Prisons. 
The Association has clearly shown in its reports that most of 
the prisons of the State are singularly deficient in securing 
ventilation and isolation. It is believed that much good would 
be done, and much relief be afforded to the tax payers, if boards 
of supervisors were prohibited from erecting any new jails, or 
making any alterations in existing prisons, wheife the expenses 
shall exceed one thousand dollars, until they have first submitted 
the plans for such new erection or alteration to the State Engi- 
neer and received his license to proceed according to suck plan. 

Supplying Liquor to Prisoners. 
It will be seen in the table of commitments that five persons 
have been committed for this offence. Hitherto this has been a 
great nuisance in the jail ; but the present sheriff, very greatly 
to his credit, has set his face firmly against it, and by his vigil- 
ance has detected and prosecuted these persons. Since this, the 
offence has been very rarely repeated, if at all. This evil exists 
very generally in our prisons, but if all sheriffs were as vigilant, 
the evil would be greatly diminished, if not entirely cured. 

Average number confined. 
There have been 40 prisoners in this jail at one time during 
the past year. At the time of my visit there were two men and 
four women« The avereige number is ten men and six women. 

Punishments. 

There is one darkened cell in the prison, and this is the only 
punishment used here. 

Escapes. 

There have been no escapes from the jail during the past year. 
The prison is no more secure than it has been in times past, 
when numbers of prisoners have escaped ; but whether the 
oxemption has been due to increased vigilance on the part of the 
jailor, or to the disinclinalion of the prisoners to hazard an 
indictment (or jail breach, I have no means of knowing. 

A few years ago the sheriff met a couple of his prisoners in 
the street, and found on inquiry that they had been in the habit* 
of visiting a grogshop in the city for a fortnight, although they 
liad been regularly present in the jail at meal times and lock up 
time. On making an examination he found a stone loose in the 
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fonnciation, ^ere the prisoners could go in and out at pleainire. 

They fonnd their quarters very comfortable, and had no ideia of 

escaping. 

JOHN STANTON GOULD. 

n. Greene County Jail. 

I visited the jail of Greene county, at Catskill, on the 3d of 
October, 1862. 

I have described the structure of the jail on previous .examina- 
tions, now among the archives of the Association. I have only 
to say, in relation to this matter, that the jail wc^ erected A. D. 
1812, and has not been in any way improved since. It is exceed* 
ingly insecure, there being nothing to hinder the passing in at 
any time in the day or night, any saws, crowbars, or other imple* 
ments for jail breaking, or what is worse, liquor. In fact, liquor 
Is frequently introduced, and is always the cause of insubordina- 
tion and disturbance. There is no dungeon, nor shower bath, 
nor any other means, within the jail, of quelling these disturb- 
ances when they arise, or of punishing them afterwards. 

Commitmenti, 
The annexed table exhibits the commitments since the Ist day 
of January in the present year : 

Rape 1 

Threats .. 4 S 

Petit larceny 10 S 

Obtaining goods under false pretences 2* 

Assault and battery . •-.* 1 

Assault with intent to kill •• 1 

Desertion of family 1 

Malicious trespass 1 1 

Intoxication 13 '2 

Disorderly 1 

Grand larceny. 1 

Forgery -•.T^.. 1 

Breach of peace 1 .^ 

Perjury 1 

Total commitments, 48 ; males, 39 ; females, 9. 

It will be observed that vagrancy, which figured so largely in 
the report of the Hudson jail, does not appear at all in the above 
table.^ The reason is that in this county cases of vagrancy are 
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always sent to the poor-house, where they may be made to labor 
for their subsistence. 

It will also bo observed that seven of the committals are for 
threat This is, to me, a new crime, which I neyer remember to 
have met with before ; but in this county nothing more surely 
causes a committal than the utterance of threatening language. 

There seems no abuse of the habeas corpus here, nor of repeated 
re-committals to produce turnkeys, and jailor's foes. 

Health. 

There has not been a single case of disease or death in the jail 
the past year. There was a prisoner committed for shooting his 
wife, who also attempted to kill himself, and was brought to the 
jail severely wounded, and was attended by a physician. With 
this exception, there has been no case requiring surgical treat- 
ment during the past year. 

Religious Instruction.'^ 
No regular religious instruction is given to the prisoners. 

Food and Cleanliness* 
A sufficient amount of food, of good quality, is given to the 
prisoners, and the jail is kept in as clean a condition as it can be 
in view of its architectural elements. It is heated by stoves 
placed in the cells. 

Escapes. 
There have been no escapes during the past year, although 
from what has been said above, it will appear that the exemption 
has been owing more to good luck, than to good .management. 

Punishments. 
No punishment is used in this jail except chaining to the floor. 
The common tubs are used for the excrements of the prisoners. 

JOHN STANTON GOULD. 

III. Ulster County Jail. 

I visited the jail at Kingston, Ulster county, on the 6th of 
October, 1862. 

It adjoins tlje court houisie, through which is the only entrance 
to it. It measures 48^ feet in length by 34 feet in breadth, and 
is two stories in height A corridor 10 feet wide runs througfa 
the centre of the building, on each side of which the cells are 
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situated. The cells are nine feet bj 8 feet 6 inches, and 8 feet 
6 inches in height. Each cell is lighted by a window opening on 
the exterior, 26 inches by 20 inches, and guarded by doable 
gratings. Access to each cell from the corridor is obtained 
through an iron door, grated with band iron, and secured by a 
padlock. There is no opening in the door for the transmission 
of food without unlocking. This door hangs in the outside face 
of the cell wall, and is entirely too weak for security, as it can 
be easily pushed out by a man's strength, applied to the top, 
from an inch to two inches. On the inside face of the cell wall 
is a wooden door, fastened by a mortise lock, and has an opening 
at the bottom for the transmission of food. Each of these doors 
is five feet six inches high, and twenty-six inches broad. The 
floors of the cells are formed of stone flags four inches thick ; 
these are covered with three inches of yellow pine planks. A 
bar of iron extends across the floor at each end and the middle, 
which is bolted down by rivets four inches apart, which extend 
through the flags, and are fastened on the under side of it. At 
the end of the corridor, opposite to the entrance, is a grated 
window, which admits air and light ; on the other side of it is a 
water-closet. 

$ Commiiments. 

Malet. Femalet. 

Grand larceny 12 

Suspicious character 3 

Rape 1 

Burglary .j... 5 

Petit larceny 11 2 

Vagrancy 28 10 

Assault and battery 4 5 

Stealing 4 1 

Horse slealing :. 1 

Highway robbery 1 

Breach of peace 7 1 

Prostitutes 10 

Manslaughter ... •.... 2 

Murder 4 1 

Attempt at rape 2 

Drunk and disorderly 55 11 

Desertion of family 3 '.. 

Passing counterfeit money 1 

Obtaining goods under false pretences ^. 2 

Beating wife 1 
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The above table shows the number of commitments from Jan' 
Ist to October Ist. 

The whole number is 233, of which 180 are males, and 53 are 
females. 

At the above rates the number of commitments in a year would 
be 310, or 240 males and 70 females. 

Health. 

No death has occurred in the prison. 

One of the prostitutes, after being in jail a week, was seized 
with hysteric fits. 

With this exception, no disease has occurred in the prison. 
As in other jails, several prisoners have been brought in with 
delirium tremens and venereal disease. 

Food and Cleanliness, 

Two meals only are allowed at any period of the year ; in the 
morning, herring or meat, with potatoes, bread and coffee ; in the 
evening, suppawn and milk or molasses, with bread and tea or 
coffee. The bread is made from rye flour, and the coffee from 
roasted rye. The food seemed abundant and wholesome, and no 
complaint respecting it was made by the prisoners. 

Soap, towels, and combs are furnished by the jailor. The pri- 
soners' underclothes are washed weekly, and the bedding once a 
fortnight. The water closets are white- washed twice a week, and 
the remainder of the prison once a month. The whole prison 
appeared sufficiently clean. 

The jail is heated by furnaces placed in the cellar. But these 
have no communication with the outward air. Hence the warm 
air entering the prison is vitiated. 

Religious Instruction. ^ 

Religious instruction is not furnished to the prisoners, except 
that the sheriff furnishes Bibles and hymn books to any prisoner 
who desires them at his own private expense. No clergyman, we 
were told, ever enters the jail. 

Escapes. 

There have been no escapes for the last three years. The 
greatest danger arises from the fact that persons from the outside 
can communicate with f he prisoners during the day or night, and 
furnish them with saws, crowbars, and other means of escapa. 
This danger might be obviated by building a high wall around 
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the prison, and the arrangement of means for the keeper to see 
the prisoners without being seen bj them. These means are well 
understood by all persons conversant with prison architecture^ 
and need not be described here. 

Punishmmts. 
Two dungeons are located in the cellar of this prison where 
noisy and rebellious prisoners are confined ; this, with the appli** 
cation of shackles and gag, is all the punishment resorted to. 

Average number confined. 

There have been thirty persons confined here at one time during 
the past year. The number confined when I visited it was eleven 
men and seven women. This is exclusive of deserters from the 
army. 

Causes of Crime. 

Here, as in other jails, the causes of crime were mainly intem- 
perance and licentiousness. Every man who was in jail at the 
time of my visit, acknowledged that he was a drunkard, and 
every woman except one, acknowledged herself a prostitute, and 
every prostitute save one, admitted that she got drunk whenever 
she could get liquor. There was one fine looking young man in 
jail, for the first time, on a charge of aggravated assault and bat- 
tery. His father, a very respectable farmer of the county, came 
to visit him while I was making my examination, and was very 
much affected by his son's condition. He told me that up to 
within a year, his son had been industrious, docile, and sober, but 
about that time he formed the acquaintance of some young men 
who were tavern-haunters, and had rapidly acquired such a love 
for liquor as to be quite irresistible, and when in liquor, he was 
rude, brutal and quarrelsome. This is the ruin of thousands of 
farmers' sons. • • • • • 

JOHN STANTON GOULD. 

IV. Dutchess County Jail. 

I visited the jail at Poughkeepsie, Dutchess county, October 8, 
1862. I have, in two former reporfs, noted the wretched condi^- 
tion of the Poughkeepsie jail. I have now the pleasure to aay 
that a new jail has been built and opened for the reception of 
prisoners, on the first of October, 1861, which is, in most respects, 
a model jail, and is controlled, (as far as I can judge,) by a model 
•heii£ 

The jail is surrounded by a high and substantial brick waU^ 
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with an area four feet in width between the building and the wall. 
This arrangement is of great importance, as it effectually pre- 
vents the introduction of tools or liquor from the outside. The 
building is 60 feet long by 33 feet in width, and is bailt of brick 
and cement 18 inches thick. At the south end, there are two 
rooms, the outer of which is used as a sort of officf^ for the prison, 
and is 12 feet by 16 feet; the inner one, 12 feet by 14 feet, is 
used as a store-room. Over these, are similar rooms^ the larger 
being used as a chapel, and the smaller as a lodging rooni for the 
J4iilor. Through the wall separating these rooms from the 
prison, are windows three feet high and eight inches wide, which 
command a complete view of the corridors. The entrance from 
these rooms to the prison, is through a double solid iron door, 
secured at the top and bottom by a bolt, which is held to its place 
by a hasp secured by a padlock. This opens a transverse corri- 
dor 5 feet 2 inches in width, at one end of which are a force pump 
and sink. There are two blocks of cells in the centre and two 
tiers, one above another ; there are six cells in each block, and 
24 cells in the whole, exclusive of the chapel, which is used for 
the detention of witnesses and persons confined for costs. The 
ends of the longitudinal corridors are fenced across by a strong 
iron grating which prevents access by the prisoners to the trans- 
verse corridor, except when they are allowed to go there to wash 
at the sink. These gratings add very greatly to the security of 
the jail, and it is to be hoped they will be introduced into many 
more of our prisons. Access is had to the upper tiers of cells by 
an iron gallery, and an open iron grating extends from the floors 
of these galleries to the outer wall, and by this contrivance the 
corridors are separated effectually into four parts, while the cir- 
culation of air and warmth is not interrupted. Each cell ia 8 
feet long, 5 feet wide, and 10 feet high, giving 400 cubic feet of 
air. The floor of the cell is of one piece of flag-stone, and the 
top is arched. There is a ventilating orifice three inches by 
eight inches, which communicates with air tubes, which are sur- 
mounted with Emerson's ventilating caps. The doors are of 
grated iron, without orifices fov the transmission of food ; they 
are hung on the outer face of the wall and are secured by a latch 
and a very good lock, which cannot be tampered with without 
great difficulty. The intercellular walls are of brick laid in 
cement, and are one foot thick. The front wall of the cell is 
cased with iron plates, and the casings of the doors are also of 
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cMt iron. There are 12 windows to each corridor; 4 feet high 
and 20 inches broad. The gratings of these appear to me as not' 
sufficiently strong. If a breach is ever effected, it will be through 
these windows. In the basement, is a very complete kitchen and 
an apparatus for generating steam. No dumb waiter is provided, 
as it easily might be, for sending the food up to the corridors. 
The whole jaiL is surmounted by an arch, and the roof is covered 
with slate ; there are Venetian blinds in front of all the windows, 
so that the prisoners cannot see into the street At present, they* 
are of wood, and the prisoners often cut away the slats, but they 
are soon to be replaced by iron blinds. 

Heating, Ventilating^ and Lighting. 

The jail is heated by steam generated in the basement ; there 
is a radiator five feet by three feet in each corridor, and one in 
each of the other rooms ; they are so contrived that the heating. 
may be confined to one-quarter, or one-half, or three quarters of 
radiating surface. When the whole surface is used, the jailor 
says the air throughout the whole prison is of a summer-like tem- 
perature in the very coldest weather. There are two ventilators 
in each cell ; there are four gas lights in the transverse corridor, 
placed opposite the centre of each longitudinal corridor ; these 
are only lighted while the jailor is within the jail ; if they were 
kept lighted all night, it would be a security against escapes. No 
other light is ever admitted. 

Commitments. 

Males. Femalea. 

Petit larceny 15 4 

Malicious trespass 2 

Threats 5 1 

Assault and battery 9 2 

Burglary 1 3 

Assault t 

Arson , 1 

Assault and battery with intent -to kill 1 

Prostitution ,. 7 

Drunkenness 31 6 

Grand larceny 2 1 

Murder 4 

Vagrancy - 4 5 

Perjury 1 

Keeping disorderly house 1 1 

Violation of excise laws 1 

[Assem. No. 26.] 6 
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The above table extends from January 1 to October 1^ 1862. 
The whole number of commitments is 116, viz., 87 males, and 
29 females. The same rates for one year would give 154 caaes, 
▼is : 116 males and 38 females. 

Health. 
One man died of chronic diarrhoea, caused by drunkenness, in 
the prison, during the present year. The disease was upon him 
when he entered the prison. Fifteen were committed under the 
influence of delirium tremens, and twenty with venereal disease. 
No case of sickness has arisen within the prispn, and no cases, 
except these, have been treated by the physician. The salary of 
the physician is $50 per annum, but medicines are furnished by 
the county. 

_ • 

Food and Cleanlinesi. 

The bread used is the best white bread from the bakers' shops. 
There is an excellent oven in the basement, but the sheriff finds 
it cheaper and better to procure it from the baker just as it is 
needed. They have but two meals a day during the whole year, 
which are composed of meat, bread and vegetables. Xo drink 
except water is allowed. . 

The jail is a perfect model of cleanliness throughout. The 
whole interior is whitewashed once in three weeks. The water 
from the pump in the transverse corridor is very clear and good. 
The under clothing of the prisoners is washed once a week, and 
the bed clothes once a fortnight. The female prisoners do the 
washing, mending and cooking for all the prisoners. Combs, 
soap and towels are furnished by the sheriff. No pillows are 
allowed. The bedsteads are of wood, but they will soon be 
replaced by iron ones. 

Religious Instruction* 

An association called '*The Union Female Bible and Tract 
Department " assume the care of the institution in this respect, 
and their agent, Mr. Perkins, Visits it almost daily, converses 
with the inmates, supplies them with bibles and tracts, and pro- 
cures the services of a clergyman every Sabbath. 

.Average number confined. 

There were six men and six women in the jail on the day of 
my visit. Ten men and four women are confined there on aa 
average through the year. Thirty is the maximum number 
hitherto confined in this prison. 
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Purishments. 
Refractory prisoners are confined in a cell. This is the only 
panishment ever resorted to. There are no dark cells in the 
prison, nor are the prisoners ever deprived of food or bedding. 

Escapes. 
■• There have never been any escapes from the new prison, nor 
has any liquor been surreptitiously introduced. 

The credit for the erection of this jail is mainly due to Mayor 
Brown, under whose superintendence it was erected. The chief 
objection to it is, that the sexes are not sufficiently separated. 
There is nothing to' hinder them from coifrersing freely with 
each other through the grated floors. 

JOHN STANTON GOULD. 
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ADDRESS TO THE OFFICERS OF THE STATE PRISON 
AT SING SING, N. Y., BY G. B. HUBBELL, ESQ., ON 
HIS INDUCTION INTO OFFICE AS AGENT AND WAHr 
DEN OF THE l?AMB. 

Gentlemen — ^I enter upon the diities of agent and warden of 
this prison deeply impressed, as I trust you are, with the immense 
responsibilities connected with the office. I find here property, 
real and personal, amounting to more than eight hundred thousand 
dollars placed under my care ; more than one hundred officers of 
the various grades, whose duties are to be determined and 
directed by me ; a large number of contractors and their 
employees, who must receive much attention from me ; I am 
to look after the earnings of this institution to the anK>unt of 
some hundred and thirty thousand dollars; I am to receive from 
the State Treasury in cash some hundred and twenty thousand dol- 
lars to disburse; or, in other words, it becomes my duty to 
attend to financial operations amounting to a quarter of a million 
of dollars; I am also to purchase all of the supplies of pro- 
visions, clothing, stock, materials, &c., &c. ; and, most important 
of all, in my judgment, I find here nearly thirteen hundred con- 
vict s^ confined in two prisons^ with whom I have to deal, and whose 
physical and moral welfare must claim a large share of my time and 
earnest attention. ^ When I survey the vast proportions and 
varied interests of this institution, and consider that I am 
expected to keep all parts of its machinery in harmonious opera- 
tion, I am frank to say to you I should shrink from these duties 
as a hopeless task did I not feel sure that I shall have the hearty 
co-operation of every officer connected with the prison. 

I trust that none of you will view this institution merely as a 
^place of punishment. Man, in his fallen nature, is prone to err, 
and when he is given up to his own evil inclinations, he will 
overstep the bounds of heaven's injunctions and trample upon 
the rights of his fellow man; hence the necessity of human laws 
to defend the virtuous and promote good order in sooietyby 
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placing the vicious under proper restraint. Human law, with 
pains and penalties, subjects the criminal to correction ; and in 
order as far as possible to restrain wicked dispositions and 
vicious practices, it has been deemed a wise provision to estab- 
lish penal institutions ; and it has been the constant effort and 
deepest concern of all good men in our State, as well as in all 
other* parts of our land, to have our prisons so managed as to 
correct the bad dispositions of those who are so unfortunate and 
vicious as to be brought under this kind of restraint. For this 
purpose the Legislature has established prisons and enacted laws 
under which they must be governed ; and in doing this it has 
ever been the intention of our law makers to place theirnnanage- 
ment in the hands of faithful officers. 

We now have this prison under our care, and I trust each of 
you will consider well the part you are to perfofm in the conduct 
of its affairs. /Its management may be viewed, if you please, in 
the light of a vast partnership the interest in the success of which, 
each member must feel a deep concern ; and I desire that each 
and every one of you should act as though the prosperity of this 
institution, in each department, depended upon the faithful dis- 
charge of your duties as an individual member of it. ^ery little 
law is necessary for the management of our State prisons, if men 
possessing all the qualities to make good officers are at all times 
employed. Qod, in his wise provision, has created men with 
endovnnents as various as he has made their physicfil forms to 
differ in appearance ; a man may be a good merchant, banker, 
or mechanic and yet be totally unfit to be a party leader, or co<i- 
troller of men. And in the various grades of capacity I considor 
none mora peculiar than that required to make a good prison 
keeper. \Among no class of the human race will you find a wider 
range of character or more varied degrees of talent and disposition 
than among the inmates of our prisons — ^d a man, to be a good 
prison keeper, mtist have the faculty to adapt himself in an instate ■ 
to any emergency vahich is at any time liable to arise among his men; 
a good keeper must have a prompt business turn, a firm and digr 
nified bearing, a kind heart, a quick and keen perception of char- 
acter, he must be able to read human nature at a glance^ and, in 
fibct, mast have a store of experience, and the power or presence 
•of mind, as it were, at his fingers end, to enable him to manage 
so many different dispositions, as he may have different look- 
ing men under his care< Besides this, to be a good keeper 
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he mait have the power, by force of example and weight of char- 
acter, to cause the convicts under his care to respect, love, obej 
and fear him ; he must maintain a firm, steady discipline, without 
any cruelty ; he must at the same time so conduct himself, that 
every convict will have confidence in him ; he must make them 
understand that he is their friend, and that he seeks to improve 
their characters, and, if possible, to fit them to be useful members 
of society when they shall again be entitled to their freedom — 
and none but men of well balanced minds and sound judgment 
can accomplish these ends. 

' I trust that no officer will be so forgetful of the importance of 
his position here, as in the least thing, either by word, gesture 
or deed to compromise himself with the convicts, or arouse their 
violent or latent passions. V The man who will stoop so low as to 
parley, or bargain, or joke with a convict, I consider entirely 
unfit to hold an office in this institution. '>In yonder shop you 
may see a steam engine in motion, it has the power of many 
horses ; you see it operate, you see the long line of machinery 
driven by it in motion, every part works smoothly, no steam 
escapes in the room ; you hear no' scraping, grinding, or jarring, 
but all its parts work with such precision that you might place 
it in any gentleman's drawing room without fear of injury to any 
piece of furniture. To learn where this power comes from, you 
must go into another apartment where you will find steam is 
regularly furnished. The engineer is ever attentive, every part 
of the machine is kept in perfect order, and every journal clean^ 
well oiled. Figuratively speaking, this is my present idea of a 
well managed shop in State prison. The power delegated to a 
keeper is worse than useless, if that keeper does not apply it pro- 
perly ; he must keep everything in perfect order, and if he has 
the faculty to discipline and manage himself weU, the manage* 
ment of his men will be an easy task. In the several shops, every 
movement should be conducted as quietly as possible, every man 
should be kept as clean as circumstances will allow ; the shop 
"Hihould be kept clean ; every useful article should have its place., 
and be kept in that place, and all this may be accomplished with- 
out noise, confusion or bluster. A man to make a good carpen- 
ter, must have a fondness for his trade, he must be fond of his 
tools, he must be pleased and interested in the quality and prac- 
tical use of the various material ; he must take pleasure in the 
progreat of his work, and the very sound of his jadc-plaae or saw 
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must be music in his ear. The boy to make a good merchant 
must be pleased with the store and counting room, and he must 
be 80 fond of the goods in which he is dealing, that the pleasure 
of opening, sorting and putting new. goods oh the shelves, will at 
times take awaj his appetite. The banker must have a peculiar 
fondness for that quiet employment. The lawyer must be 00 
much interested in his profession that he can make the cause of 
his client his own cause, and he must be so delighted with the 
details of his business that he can cheerfully spend a large share 
of the night to prepare himself for the legal contest ; and, in a 
word, if when a boy selects his employment for life, he does it for 
the love and enjoyment of the occupation, as well as for the peco* 
niary benefit it may yield, that boy*or man, in nine cases out of 
every ten, will succeed in his undertaking. 

And here, gentlemen, I will venture the assertion that any man 
who seeks the appointment of any office in this prison solely for 
the dollars and cents which he may receive at the end of each 
month — that man is unworthy of a place among. yoUj and need I 
say, that he who will stoop so low as to indulge in profane swear- 
ing, or enter upon these premises while under the influence of 
intoxicating liquors, should, under no circumstances be allowed 
to hold an office here. Nothing can be more improper, unwise or. 
injurious than to indulge in these habits in any place, and no 
place should be more free from it than the prison. You behold 
here a good looking man, for whom nature has done much ; he is 
well dressed and appears before you, made, originally, in the 
image of his Creator. You are pleased with his personal appear- 
ance ; you seek an introduction with the hope and expectation 
that you are about to learn something useful ; but to your aston- 
ishment you catch from his breath the fumes of alcohol ; he is 
under the influence of liquor. Listen — ^hear the horrid oaths he 
utters. You feel sick — ^you turn from him in disgust; he sinks 
so low in your estimation that you consider him a rebel agiiinst 
society, and not fit to associate with his fellow man. 
^"'We must remember that we are dealing with criminals, and 
that the opportunity of doing good is ever present with us. It 
is true, every man sentenced and confined here has legally forfeited 
his rights to freedom and the enjoyment of virtuous society, 
nevertheless, in no case has he forfeited his claims to our sympa- 
thy. But I hear some one say, '^how can I do any good, when I 
am not allowed to hold any social intercourse with convicts?^ 
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I answer, *' do it by weight of character, and the force of example," 
I know of no place in which good character, good habits, and 
gentlemanly bearing, with well directed effort can do more good ; 
nor do I know of any place where bad habits and bad influences 
can do so much harm. ' 

If you listen to the story of these convicts, nearly all will tell 
you that swearing, rum, and other bad practices and associations 
were directly instrumental in producing their downfall, and 
brought them to this end, and now, when they are here, nothing 
but a total change of influence and associations can produce any 
reform; they would, without doubt,/ like to be reformed, and to 
go out from this place to mingle again with society, honest and 
virtuous men ; and this matiy of them will be able to do if im 
are faithful to our charge. 

In elevating the moral character of this institution, we shall 
in a large degree increase its usefulness, and lessen the pecuniary 
burden which it has become upon the treasury of our State. 

Economy, cleanliness and good order, are essential to the 
management of any large establishment. The interest of the 
contractors should not be overlooked, but should rather have 
our earnest attention ; every facility consistent with our duty to 
the State and the inmates of this prison should be cheerfully 
granted or extended to them. In the pecuniary department of 
our duty, we must remember that the interest of the State oas- 
not prosper, unless the contractor is prosperous also; its affairs 
must be conducted with an eye to mutual benefit. No contractor 
must, for one moment, be allowed to trespass on the property or 
rights of the State ; nor must we, as State officers, attempt to take 
undue advantage of any contractor. Ml dealings mutt be honett 
and fair, I desire, too, that every officer shall guard with zealous 
care all the property belonging to the State, and I shall esteem 
it a special favor to be informed promptly, of all depredations 
and wrong doing (no matter by whom committed) againat any 
of the interests of this institution. 

I shall be most happy, moreover, to receive any advice or sug- 
gestions from any officer, by which the interests of this establish- 
ment may be promoted. 

To maintain a regular and excellent system of discipline, it is 
highly important to act at all times, with great coolness ; no 
keeper should allow himself either to show signs of fear, anger, or 
excitement. ^/There are many difficulties among the men at work, 
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which can be settled by the keeper without disturbance, or 
annoyance to any person ; bat under no circumstances should a 
keeper inflict punishment , vohen either himself or the ojffetider is in 
a passion; nor should any punishment be administered, until the 
offender shall be made fully aware, of the breach of discipline he 
has committed and the penalty for so doing; and when punish' 
ment must be inflicted let it be done in sorrow, and never in 

anger. I ^^ 

I shall endeavor, on my part, to make our rules few, simple 
and plain ; it will be my constant care, and steady aim, to make 
all the officers as comfortable as they can be in such a service. 
I shall not interfere with any officer while in the faithful dis« 
charge of his duty. I shall pay no attention to any personal 
differences or difficulties between officers when they are not on 
duty, and I hope and trust that nothing of this nature will be 
allowed to disturb your hearty cooperation and good fellowship 
while upon these premises. On our part, I shall expect prompt, 
efficient and faithful attention to duty, and a cheerful compliance 
with all rules and regulations for our general government. I 
shall esteem it a privilege to consult officers, at pleasure, upon 
all subjects connected with our official duties, and will take occa* 
sion to cheer> commebd, and encourage such of you as I think 
are striving to come up to the requirements of excellency in 
their own department of duty, and shall hope to be able to make 
honorable mention of all of you in our next annual report, 
^^.-"insliall take care likewise,* as an important branch of my duty, 
that the convicts are well fed and clothed ; all provisions to be 
used here, must be delivered on the premises, just aa sweet and 
clean as I would require them for my own table, and I invite any 
officer having this department in charge, to inform me promptly 
of any failure that may occur iuHhis respect : and on the part 
of the convicts I shall require strict obedience to all the mlee of 
the institutidn*.^ 

With these hints of what I shall attempt to accomplish, before 
you, and with such others as I may find it advisable, from time .to 
time, to indicate, I shall hope that this institution may, ere long, 
become elevated to the positicAi of the model prison of our land. 

O. B. HUBBELL, 

Jlgent and Warden* 

SiKG Sing, May l«f,1862. 



MEMORIAL TO THE LEGISLATURE, PRAYING FOR THE 
APPROPRIATION OF THREE THOUSAND DOLLARS. 

To THE Honorable the Legislature of the State of New 
York : 

The memorial of the nndersigned, officers and members of the 
Prison Association of New York, respectfully represents : 

That the said association, organized in 1844, and incorporated 
in 1846, by act of the Legislature, has three principal objects in 
view, viz. : 1. A humane attention to prisoners under detention. 
2. Protection and aid to discharged convicts* 3, Improvement 
of prison discipline* 

Hitherto the means of prosecuting these objects have been de- 
rived solely from private benefactions. Though quite inade- 
quate to such a prosecution of our work as its magnitude and 
importance demand, yet very remarkable results, as compared 
with our resources, have been accomplished. 

65,714 prisoners under detention have been visited and coun- 
seled. 

5,630 detained prisoners, either innocent, or very young, or 
manifestly penitent^ have been discharged on our recommenda- 
tion. 

18,911 complaints have he€ii carefully examined* 

4,908 complaints have been, at our instance, discontinued as 
either frivolous or the result of passion or prejudice. 

7,670 discharged convicts have been aided with money, or 
clothing, or both. 

2,729 discharged convicts have been provided with situations, 
where they could earn, and whire most of them are actually 
earning an honest living. Less than five per cent of these, ac^ 
cording to the best information we can obtain, have ever been 
recommitted to prison. 

75 inspections of prisons have been made, by which much 
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valuable Information has been collected, the condition and work* 
ing of our penal institutions shown, and their government and 
discipline materially improved. 

In addition to all the moral good effected b7.our labors, there 
can be no doubt that tens of thousands of dollars have been 
saved to the community in the dismissal of trivial charges, in the 
reformation of discharged convicts, in their return to useful in- 
dustry,, and in the supply of physical want in cases where such 
supply has, beyond a peradventure, prevented theft and crime. 

The Legislature has imposed it as a duty upon the Association 
'* to visit, inspect, and examine all the prisons in. the State, and 
annually report to the Legislature their state and condition, and 
all such other things in regard to them, as may enable the Legis- 
lature to perfect their government and discipline." 

This is a vast work. Its due performance would be exceed- 
ingly consumptive of time, and not a little so of money. We 
have not, except to a very limited extent, encroached upon our 
general fund, for the prosecution of this department of our la- 
bors. Individual members of the board have, for the most part, 
used their private means for this purpose ; but, c^r^^^ainly, not to 
the extent required in order to a full discharge of the trust. 
Nor can this ever be expected. Most of the managers of philan- 
thropic societies, however willing they may be to bestow their 
time — itself no inconsiderable sacrifice — are not able to expend 
any large amount of money in making distant journeys on bene- 
volent fissions. The Association therefore, respectfully, but 
earnestly, petitions the Legislature for a grant of money in fur- 
therance of its work. A principal motive for asking such assist- 
ance is, first, that we may be enabled to extend suitable encour- 
agement and aid to discharged convicts, who give evidence of a 
desire to reform ; and, second, that we may have the means of 
prosecuting, fully and effectively, that branch of service, which 
relates to the inspection of prisons ; and we trust that the same 
considerations will be a prevalent argument with the Legislature 
to grant our prayer. It is our desire, and if the means are at 
hand, our purpose — as the charter requires — to visit, inspect and 
exame all the prisons in the State, both general and local, within 
the current year, and report their condition and management to 
the Legislature. The information thus obtained could not fail 
to be of essential utility, not only to the general interests of hu- 
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manitj, but also to the highest welfare of the State, both moral 
and material. 

Tho range of inquiry in these examinations is designed to be 
broad and comprehensive. But there is one topic, on which it 
would be desirable that the inspectors should bestow particular 
attention : insanity, as it is connected with crime. We feel per- 
suaded that this subject deserves a far more careful, discriminat- 
ing, and thorough study than it has hitherto received. 

On the grounds and reasons herein set forth, the undersigned 
respectfully ask that your honorable bodies will be pleased to 
appropriate the sum of three thousand dollars ($3,000), m aid of 
the work of the New York Prison Association. 

And your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray, Ac. 

• 

m^ The above memorial, besides being signed by officers and 
managers of the Association, had the signatures of several of our 
most respectable and influential citizens, among whom are Daniel 
Lord, Augupt Belmont, James Boorman, Peter Cooper, A. A. Low, 
Stewart Brown, R. B. Kintum, Wm. H. Aspinwall, Jonatlian 
Sturges and others. 

The memorieJ was transmitted to the Legislature by his excel- 
lency Gov. Seymour, who accompanied it with a special message, 
recommending the application to the favorable consideration of 
the Legislature. 



( G. ) 

OUTLINE OF SUBJECTS OF INQUIRY IN THE EXAMI- 
NATION OP PRISONS, AND BLANK FORM OF A 
REPORT GIVING THE RESULTS OF SUCH EXAMI- 
NATION. 

The undersigned, a committee of the Prison Association of 
New York, visited and examined the jail of county, 

situated in the town of on the * day of 

186 , and report the following as the result of said examina- 
tion. 

I. Construction and Condition of the Building. 

Describe the building with respect to the material of which it 
is constructed, the ground on which it stands, and other external 
circumstances affecting the health of its inmates; its dimensions; 
its position relative to other buildings ; the number and con- 
struction of the cells; the condition of the prison as to security; 
the facilities for communicating with the outside world; the 
entire occupancy of the building, and any other facts which the 
examiner or examiners may think proper. 

A plan of the 'building and ground is desirable, and should be 
appended, if possible. 
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m. dumber of Prisoners. — State the number of prisoners at 
the time of making the examination, the whole number during 
the year immediately preceding, and the average number during 
the same time. 

IV. Employment of Prisoners, — State whether the prisoners 
do any work, and, if so, the number engaged in each particular 
trade or occupation, and the amount received for prison labor. 

V. Expenses. — State the whole annual expense of the prison, 
distinguishing between the different items, — as salaries, medi- 
cines, medical attendance, repairs, ordinary and extraordinary^ 
new erections, rations or board, clothing, bedding, washing, 
cl^ianing, white- washing, Ac, &c. 

VI. Pardons, — State the number of pardons granted during 
the year, giving the age, sex, color, grcfund of pardon, crime, 
term of sentence, and length of actual confinement, in each case. 

VII. Health. — State the general condition of the prison as to 
health or sickness ; the number of deaths daring the year, dis- 
tinguishing the sex and color in each case ; the disease of whidi 
the patient died; and whether said disease was contracted it 
the prison, or previously to entering it. 

VIII. Diet. — State the quality and quantity of the food fur- 
nished to the prisoners ; the daily bill of fare, if any ; whether 
there is any change of diet corresponding to the seasons ; where 
the prisoners take their meals, whether in the cells or at a com- 
mon table, and how many times they are fed in a day. 

IX. Cleanliness. — State what the supply of water in the prison 
is, whether abundant or scanty ; the conveniences for washing 
enjoyed by the prisoners ; whether they have any, and what 
means of bathing; how often their bedding is changed; and how 
often they shave and have their hair cut. 

X. Clothing. — State whether it is sufficient in quantity ; how 
often it is changed ; whether it is in any way peculiar, either in 
fashion or color ; and whether a Sunday suit is provided for each 
prisoner. 

XI. The Cells. — State their number and dimensions; how 
lighted, warmed, and ventilated; whether they are provided with 
bibles and slates ; whether more than one occupant is assign<ld 
to each ; whether they are kept clean, sweet, and free from ver- 
min ; and whether night tubs are used in them, or what other 
provision is made for satisfying the wants of nature. 



^' 



[Anem. No. 26J 



ft^ AStmAL UrOBT OV THX 

Xn. PunishfMnts. — State what punislmients are employed in 
the prison; whether the cat is used, and, if so/ what is the uapal 
Aumber of lashes given, and what the greatest number ever 
inflicted ; whether the douche, or bolt-bath, is ever used, and 
with what results ; bj whom punishments are directed ; how many 
pU'ipes are inflicted each month ; and what has been the usut) 
effect of punishment on those who have received it. 

XIII. Education. — State how many of the prisoners could 
fi^ither read nor write, when they entered the prison ; how vMOf 
Qould read only ; how many could both read and write ; how 
many had a common education ; how many were well educated; 
whether there is a library in the prison ; and, if so, how exten- 
fiye and how much used, and whether, any provision is made for 
daily instruction of the prisoners in secular knowledge. 

XIY. Civil Condition. — State how many, when committed, had 
jDeither father or mother ; how many had both ; how many had 
lather only ; how many mother only ; how many had lost 
tether and which parent in childhood; how many are mar- 
bled ; how many single ; and how many have families. 

XY. Previous Moral Culture and Habits. — State how many had 
JIMeived a religious education ; how many had been members of 
Sunday schools ; how many abstained totally from intoxicating 
U^uors; how many drank only occasionally, and how many 
hl^bitually ; how many were addicted to Sabbath breaking; how 
many to tavern-haunting; how many to theatre-going; how many 
io gambling, and how many to licentiousness ; and what proper- 
^09 may be said to have been of intemperate habits. 

XYI. J^ationality. — State how many were Americans, and how 
fiany foreigners, distinguishing between Irish, German, English, 
Ac. 

XYIL Classification. — State whether there is any classification 
qf the prisoners, and if so, upon what principle and to what 
^tent they are classified ; also, what evils are found to result 
from non-classification, if that is the system which prevails. 

XYIII. Visits •and Correspondence. — State who are permitted 
to visit the prisoners, and under what regulations ; and whether 
tilkey are permitted to interchange letters with their friends, wi 
if 90, under what restrictions ; and how extensively the privi- 
kige of. writing letters to friends is ufed by the prison^s. 

XIX. Facilities for Moral and Religious bnprm^empU. — Stat9 
whether the prison has a chaplain ; if not, whether other humane 



PBISON ASSOCIATION. 



99 



and pious persons visit them on the Sabbath, or week days, or 
both, for the purpose of giving them religious instruction ; and 
whether they are provided with Bibles, tracts, and other religious 
reading. 

XX. Insanity. — State how many persons are laboring nnder 
insanity, and to what degree ; how many were insane when they 
entered the prison ; and generally, any information that can bo 
obtained in reference to this unfortunate class of human beingB. 

XXI. Causes of Crime. — State, as far as they can be ascertained, 
the causes more immediately operative in the production of the 
crimes for which the prisoners ar^ suffering, as ignorance, 
orphanage, Sabbath breaking, licentiousness, &c. ; and, particu- 
larly, what proportion of the prisoners appear to have fallen 
into crime through intemperance. 

XXII. Miscellaneous. — State how much money is given to each 
prisoner on his discharge ; whether prisoners are allowed to con- 
varne in the presence of keepers, or whether strict silence is 
eniforced; what is the average length of sentences; whether any 
prisoners have escaped during the year ; and^ in ^neral, any in- 
formation on point-s not embraced in the foregoing outline, which 
may come to the knowledge of the examiners, and which they 
may deem of Bufficient importance to merit a permanent record. 
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EEPOET OF GENERAL AGENT TO COMMITTEE ON 

DETENTIONS. 

Office of Prison Association, 15 Centre Street, ) 

New Tore, January 1, 1863. ) 

To the Committee on Detentions, . 

Frank W. -Ballard, Esq., Chairman : 

Dear Sir — ^As time glides on and another jear has passed away, 
we find the record of vice and crime an almost unchanged one. 
A few less arrests, a few less poor, wretched souls drifting on to 
disgrace, rnin, and perdition — a slight, though hardly percep- 
tible, diminution in the aggregate of crime — ^which, indeed, might 
give us some courage, did we not know that the war has only 
transferred some of those who would have been the inmates of 
our prisons, to other sections of the country. 

The whole number of commitments to the district prisons 
during the year, as the following tables prepared by Mr. Sutton, 
warden to the Commissioners of Public Charities and Correc* 
lions, and inserted in their report,. show, was 41,299. Of thes6| 
20,187 were males, and 21,112 females ; 11,147 were native born; 
30,152 were of foreign birth ; 8,9Q0 were of temperate habits ; 
32,339 intemperate; 16,678 could not read; and 4,580 were 
under twenty years of age. 

Amid this seething mass of ignorance, intemperance, wretch- 
edness, and crime, your agent has found some who were more 
tinned against than sinning ; innocent, though environed with 
guilt and in danger of ruin, from unfortunate circumstances 
rather than from actual innate depravity. To many of these, 
to all, as far as possible, with earnest persuasives, the helping 
hand has been stretched forth, and dangers which threatened 
them were averted. Others again, though guilty, were not old 
oflfoiiders. They manifested a depth of penitence and sorrow for 
their offences, which gave promise of a better life in the future. 
To such,' advice, counsel, and encouragement were given, aad^ 
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their cases fully submitted to those connected with the admin- 
istration of criminal law in oar respective courts. 

In the exercise of these duties, your agent has visited about 
5,000 persons, confined in the several prisons of this city and 
Brooklyn, and has made it a practice to visit daily one or mora 
of said prisons. Did the limits of this brief report permit^ there 
are many cases of thrilling interest which might be adduced. 
8u£Sce il to say, that through his efforts 455 complaints were 
abandoned or discontinued, 406 persons were discharged from 
custody, 1.291 complaints have been carefully and impartially 
investigated, and suitable aid extended where it seemed to be 
required. 

By these efforts, not only has great misery and moral miu been 
prevented, many homes preserved from desolation, and- many 
who had already taken the first downward step in tha path of 
crime rescued, and, under God, permanently reformed, bat tha 
oity and State have been considerable gainers by the prompt uA 
faV'Orable disposition thus made of them by our courts^ whoaa 
Qoortesy and great kindness we gratefully appreciate* 

Whilst our city prisons, on the whole, are still susceptibla of 
Y€^ry great improvement, by way of ventilation, cleanliness^ qIm* 
sification of prisoners, and the introduction of more moral appli- 
ances, we are glad to bear our humble testimony to the fact, that 
during the last few years, and especially under the vigilant eya 
and daily industrious supervision of the Commissioners of Pub* 
lie Charities and Corrections, very great improvements havv 
taken place. With their consent and permission, the warden and 
keepers allow clergymen, laymen, and ladies of Christian characi* 
tar to visit the prisoners, distribute tracts, loan good books, Ai^ 
We are not without hope that these efforts, in hearty co-opers* 
tioi^^^^h those of our unpaid missionary, Rev. A. Camp, who 
has labored- in the Tombs with uniform and commendabia 
isaal for so many years, may, under the influence of the good 
^irit of God, lead many a wanderer back to his Father's ^hoQa» 
and his Father's hoart. 

One word as to witnesses. They are usually an unfortnnata 
dass. By an apparently trivial accident, they happen to se« ft 
breach of the peace, a larceny, a homicide, or some other crimsi 
cpmmitted. The ends, of justice seem to require their 
soke^ and testimony on. the trial of the accused. But thej^ 
4WD0ors,- somatimani^mif^aota^.and very often poox. Theg^cn 
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give no bonds for their appearance in court on a future day. 
What then ? In many instances, the accused is held to bail, 
while the unoffending witness is consigned to prison. 

We are much gratified in being able to state that the Commis- 
Bioners of Metropolitan Police have caused to be erected a very 
commodious building in Mulberry street in this city, expressly 
and exclusively for the accommodation of witnesses, where they 
are well fed and properly cared for. Such a provision was much 
needed. It was a step well taken, and reflects great credit on 
the authorities. 

We have labored industriously with prisoners, during the year, 
urging them to live lives of obedience and right. We trust we 
ha'TS not labored in vain. Of this, indeed, we are. sure. We 
may have blundered — ^no doubt we have — but the consciousnese 
of having tried to do right is our precious reward. May we be 
rendered much more useful in the future is the heartfelt desire 
cf ' Tour agent, 

ABRAHAM BBAL. 
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TABULAR VIEW OP CRIME IN THE CITY OP NEW 

YORK FOR THE YEAR 1862. 

TABLE A, 

Showing total number of Commitments during 1862. 
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TiUT DianuoT Priioit, Halls 

OF JUITIOB. 


White 
males. 


White 
females. 


Colored 
males. 


Colored 
females. 


Total. 
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Transferred to Blaokwell's Island by 
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Sent to State orison 




207 


• 


12,546 


17,030 


727 


452 


80,735 


In addition to the number receired at 
Pint Dittriet nriion. yis : 


12,860 

8,886 
97 

2,201 

67 

624 

56 


16,946 

2,008 
228 
837 
298 
23^ 
29 


717 

143 
2 

24 
3 
6 

1 


426 

87 

• . . • 

16 

2 

8 

• . . . 


30,449 
6,124 


There were diseharged from Seeond 
District nrison 


Sent to Blaokwell's Island •• 


82T 


Discharged Anom Third District prison . . 
Sent to Blaokwell's Island 


8,078 
365 


Discharged from Fourth district prison. 
Sent to Blaokwell's Island 


870 

86 






Total namber of commitments 


19,291 


20,578 


896 


534 


41,299 
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TABLE B, 

Showing the nativity ^ civil condition, education, and previous moral 

habits of the prisoners. 



Katititt. 


Mftlei. 


Fenudes. 


Total. 


Nnnib^T r444iv9d< of ntArly^ Mrtli .tt't-rtt*tt 


5,062 
15,125 


6,085 
15,027 


11,147 
30,151 
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TABLE C, 

Showing the Commitments to First District Prison, 

For what offenoe eommitted. Malei. Femalee. Totals- 
Abandonment 45 --- 46 

Abdnction 3 8 

Arson 4 3 7 

Assault 26 6 32 

do and battery 1,560 460 2,020 

do do* felonious 90 10 10» 

do on the high seas • 8 8 

Attempt to commit burglary 5 5 

do do larceny 6 2 8 

do do grand larceny 10 4 14 

Bnrglary : ^ 120 1 121» 

Bastardy ^ 20 ..- 20 
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For what offence eommitted. Males. Femalei. Total. 

Bigamy ^ 14 

Being engaged in the slave trade 2 

Breaking jail 2 

Conspiracy. 7 

Counterfeiting coin -14 

Contempt of court 2 

Carrying slang shot « 4 

Cruelty to seamen 4 

Delirium tremens j 10 

Deserting, seamen 29 ' 

do soldiers .;. 96 

Disorderly conduct 2,982 

Disorderly boys and girls 8 

Idle or suspicious persons 2 

EmboEElement 14 

Felony 1 10 

Fraud 2 

Felonious assault* 42 

Fitting out slavers 2 

Fotgery 99 

Furious driving... 7 

Fugitives from justice 1 3 

Gambling . 89 

Grand larceny 213 

Habitual drunkenness 15 

Homicide 1 

Illegal voting ........ 20 

Indecent assault ..^ 6 

Exposure of person 12 

Insanity ^ *. • 284 

Intoxication 3,986 

Juvenile delinquents 40 

Keeping disorderly house 43 

Kidnapping ^ 1 

Larceny 39 

do on the high seas .... 2 

do from the person 8 

liodgers 39 

Malicious mischiefs. ^-« 19 

Ihnsiaoghter.. ,^ ., 6 
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11 
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60 


89 


16 
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For whfti offanee eonmitted. Utdm. Fttnalef. Total. 

Kay hem .^ 2 ... 1 

Maiming 1 t 

Misdemeanors ^ 28 2 30 

Mnrder 48 8 61 

do on the high seas 6 ..* 6^ 

Mutiny and revolt 64 64i 

Obtaining goods by false pretences 28 7 35 

Opening letters 1 ^ 1 

Petit larceny 1,354 954 2,308 

Perjury 112 

Pickpockets 24 6 30 

Piracy... 2 ... 3 

Beceiving stolen goods 9 2 11' 

Bape 16 --. 16 

Eobbery 21 2 23 

do onhighseas 1 E 

Seduction 2 . 2 

Selling lottery policies ^.. 4 ..• 4 

Smuggling 2 ... 2 

Surrendered by bail 11 1 Ig 

Trespass 1 ... 1 

Vagrancy 1,203 2,243 3,44(1 

Violation of corporation ordinances . .'. . . 48 6 58' 

do emigrantlaws 4 ... 4 

do liquor laws 30 ..- SO 

do patentlaws 1 ... Ij 

Without specified offence 39 6 46 

Witnesses in State courts 13 6 19 

do in U. S. courts 62 ... 621 

' ' 13,077 17,372 3(J,44^ 

I I 



TABLK D, 

Skomng Commitments to Second District Prison. 

For what offanee oommiited. MaIm. FemalM. ToUt« 

Abandonment 15 ... 15 

Assault 3 3 6 

Assault and battery 136 32 188 
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For what offenn oommittod. 



Arson . . 

Bastardy 

Bigamy ... 

Burglary 

Desertion ,. 

Disorderly conduct .... 1,498 

2 

C 

44 

1 

1 

1 

8 

28 

11 

7 



lUlM. FmAAlM. 

7 
7 
1 

14 
13 



Embezzlement .. 

Felonious assault and battery, 

Forgery . 

Fraud 

Furious driving. 

Fugitives from justice ...... 

Gambling 

Grand larceny 

Insanity ....... 

Indecent exposure of person .. 



Intoxication 2,041 

Juvenile delinquents .............. 10 

Keeping disorderly house 6 

Misdemeanors . ....... 1 

Malicious mischief ..... .... . 3 

Murder . . ............ 1 

Obtaining goods on false pretences 6 

Petit larceny 100 

Picking pockets . . .............. 8 

Perjury 

Rape ... .. 

Beceiving stolen goods.... 

Bobbery 

Selling lottery policies 

Vagrancy 9 

Violation corporation ordinance 4 

Violation excise laws 

Violation milk laws 

Violation railroad laws 

Violation usury laws . .............. 



822 

1 
16 



20 



1,212 

1 

10 



35 



171 



Total. 
7 

7 
1 

14 

13 

2,320 

2 

7 

59 

1 

1 

1 

8 

48 

11 

7 

3,233 

11 

16 

1 

3 

1 

5 

135 

8 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

262 

41 

8 

1 

1 

1 



4,128 2,323 6,451 
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TABLE E, 

Showing Commilmentt to Third District Prison. 

For vhkt olTciiM sonmltud. Halei. FeoulM. 

AbftDdoDmeDt . 25 1 

AflBault 4 2 

Aasault and battflrj 298 13 

Arson , 3 

Baatardy , 9 ■ ... 

Bigamy .. 1 — 

Burglary 20 

Coupiracy 2 — 

Deaertion , 4 — 

Disorderly conduct 502 285 

Disobedient apprentices.... ........... 3 ... 

Defrauding city treasury 1 — 

Embezzlement . ......... ..... 4 

Feloaioaa aaeault and battery 14 3 

Forgery 38 8 

Fraud 6 

Felony 1 ..-, 

Gambling . 3 — 

Grand larceny 48 15 

Insanity ., 1 1 

Indecent assault 1 

Indecent exposure of person ... 2 

Illegal voting 5 

Intoxication..,^ 903 622 

Juvenile delinquents 1, ., 2 

Keeping disorderly house 5 3 

Larceny . .-. : 1 2 

Misdemeanors i. 4 1 

Malicious miscLief 3 

Obtaining goods under false pretences 7 

Perjury 1 

Petit larceny 183 64 

Picking pockets 3 1 

Bape _. 4 

Robbery 4 

Beceiving stolen goods... 14 

Bunoing over a child . 1 
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For wh»t offenoe oommitted. Males. 

Seduction 4 

Suspicious persons 10 

Vagrancy 112 

Violation corporation ordinances 27 

do emigrant laws 1 

do excise laws 4 

do milk laws 2 

do State law i 5 

2,295 



Females. 



167 



TABLF F, 

Showing Commitments to Fourth District 

For what offenee committed. Males. 

Abandonment i. 3 

Assault 3 

Assault and battery 80 

Arson w.. 1 

Bastardy 5 

Bigamy 1 

Burglary 1 

Disorderly conduct 249 

Felonious assault and battery 9 

Forgery 2 

Orand larceny 7 

Illegal voting 4 

Indecent exposure of person 4 

Insanity 1 

Intoxication ^ 190 . 

Malicious mischief • 2 

Misdemeanor , 3 

Petit larceny 35 

Jtobbery 2 

Vagrancy ^ 63 

Violation corporation ordinances 14 

do Central Park do 2 

do Excise laws 1. 5 

do Health laws 1 



Total. 

4 

10 

279 

27 

1 

4 

2 

5 



1,148 3,443 
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Females. 
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TABLE G, 

Showing the Jfativity and Sex of Prisoners Committed. 

NatWe oountry. Mftlei. Females. Total. 

Ireland ..._. 11,195 14,17C 25,371 

United States 5,559 4,918 10,4TT 

<Jermany , 1,869 107 2,87« 

England ^. 647 617 1,164 

Scotland..,., 239 811 650 

France 217 87 304 

Canada.., .-. 90 59 149 

Italy 34 24 58 

Westlndies 41 41 

Prussia , 31 31 

China 30 SO 

Nova^cotia 27 27 

Awtria 25 3 28 

Poland ^ 22 28 

Sweden 20 2 22 

Unknown 18 18 

Norway 17 17 

Switzerland ^ 16 . 16 

Wales 16 7 23 

Cuba 15 15 

Spain.. 14 1 15 

Denmark ^ 13 IS 

Russia 8 - 8 

Belgium 6 6 

South America ^ . 5 5 

Africa 4 . 4 

Mexico 3 S 

Asia 2 ..... 2 

Sandwich Islands 2 2 

Bavaria ^ 1 1 

Greece 1 1 



Total number commitments... 20,187 21,112 41,299 
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TABLS H, 

Showing the Jigts of the Male and Female Prisvners received du- 
ring the year 1862. 

Agei. Malei. FenudM. TsUI. 

Under 15 years 1,162 262 1,424 

From 15 to 20 years 1,453 1,703 3,156 

do 20 to 25 do 3,147 3,350 6,497 

do 25 to 30 do '. 3,089 4;989 8,078 

do30to35 do 2,766 4,345 7,111 

do 35 to 40 do 2,182 3,604 6,786 

f do 40 to 45 do 1,967 1,035 3,002 

do 45 to 50 do 1,436 825 2,261 

do50to55 do 1,233 351 1,584 

do 55 to 60 do 948 330 1,278 

do 60 to 65 do 426 159 . 586 

do 65 to 70 do 280 93 373 

Over 70 years 90 66 164 

Total number commitments... 20,187 21,412 41,299 



(K. ) 

CHARTER AND CONSTITUTION. 
An Act to Incorpobate th£ Prison Association of New Tore. 

PMMd M*y 9, 1840, by a tvo-tUrd Tote. 

7%e People of the State of Jfew York^ represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

§ 1. All snch persons as now are and hereafter shall become 
members to the said Association, pursuant to the constitution 
thereof, shall be and hereby are constituted a body corporate by 
the name of '' The Prison Association of New York, and by that 
name have the powers that by the third title of the eighteenth 
chapter of the first part of the Revised Statutes are declared to 
belong to every corporation, and shall be capable of purchasing, 
holding and conveying any estate, real or personal, for the use of 
said corporation : Provided such real estate shall never exceed* 
the yearly value of ten thousand dollars, nor be applied to any 
purpose other than those for which this corporation is founded* 

Article I. 
The object of the Association shall be : 

1. The amelioration of the condition of prisoners, whether 
detained for trial, or finally convicted, or as witnesses : 

2. The improvement of prison discipline, and the government 
of prisons, whether for cities, or counties, or States. 

3. The support and encouragement of reformed convicts after 
their discharge, by affording them the means of obtaining an 
honest livelihood, and sustaining them in their efforts at reform. 

Article U. 
The officers of the society shall be a president, vice presidents, 
a corresponding secretary, a recording secretary, a treasurer, and 
an executive committee. 

Article III. 

The officers named in the preceding article shall be ex- officio 
members of the executive committee, who shall choose one of 
their number to be chairman thereof. 

[Assenu No. 26.J 8 
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Article IV. 
The executive committee shall meet once in each month, and 
keep regular minutes of their proceedings. Thej shall have 
a general superintendence % and direction of the aiSairs of the 
society, and shall annually report to the society all their proceed- 
ings, and such other matters as shall be likely to advance the 
ends of the Association. 

Article V. 
The society shall meet annually in the city of New York, at 
such time and place as the executive comniittee may appoint, and 
at such other times as the president, or, in his absence, one of 
the vice presidents, shall designate. 

Article VI. 
Any person contributing annually i^o the funds of the Associa- 
tion shall, during such contribution, be a member thereof. A 
contribution of five hundred dollars shall constitute a life 
patron ; a contribution of one hundred dollars an honorary mem- 
ber of the executive committee for life ; and a contribution of 
twenty-five dollars shall constitute a member of the Association 
for life. Honorary and corresponding members may from time to 
^ime be appointed by the executive committee. 

Article VII. 
A*female department shall be formed, consisting of such females 
as shall be selected by the executive committee, who shall have 
charge of the interest and welfare of prisoners of their sex, under 
such regulations as the executive committee shall adopt. 

Article VIIL 
The officers of the Association shall be chosen annually at the 
annual meeting, at which timd such persons may be elected hon- 
orary members as shall have rendered essential service to the 
cause of prison discipline. 

Article IX. 
Any society having the same objects in view, may become aux- 
iliary to this Association by contributing to its funds and co-oper- 
ating with it. 

Article X. 
The executive committee shall have power to add to any of the 
standing committees such persons as, in their opinion, may be 
likely to promote the objects of the society ; and shall have power 
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to fill any vacancy which may occur in any of the offices of the 
Association, intermediate the annual meetings. i 

Article XI. 

This constitution may be amended by a vote of the majority of 
the society, at any meeting thereof, provided notice of the amend- 
ment has been given at the next preceding meeting. 

The officers elected for the current year under the constitution 
shall continue to be the officers thereof, until others shall bd duly 
chosen in their places. 

And it is hereby further enacted, that no manager of said 
society shall receive any compensation for his services. 

^ 3. The said executive committee shall have 'power to estab- 
lish a work -house in the county of New York, and in their dis- 
cretion to receive and take into the work-house all such persons 
as shall be taken up and committed as vagrants or disorderly 
persons, in said city, as the court of general sessions of the peace, 
or the court of special sessions, or the court of oyer and terminer 
in said county, or any police magistrate, or the commissioner of 
the alms-house may deem proper objects ; and the said executive 
committee shall have the same powers to keep, detain, employ 
and govern the said persons, as are now by law conferred on the 
keepers of the bridewell or penitentiary in said city. 

§ 4. The said executive committee may, from time to time, 
make by-laws, ordinances, and regulations, relative to the man- 
agement and disposition of the estate and concerns of said Asso- 
ciation, and the management, government, instruction, discipline 
and employment of the persons so as aforesaid committed to the 
said work-house, not contrary to law, as they may deem proper ; 
and may appoint such officers, agents and servants, as they may 
deem necessary, to transact the business of the said Association, 
and may designate their duties. And the said executive com- 
mittee shall make an annual report to the Legislature and to the 
corporation of the city of New York, of the number of persons 
received by them into said work-house, the disposition which 
shall be made of them by instructing or employing them therein, 
the receipts and expenditures of said executive committee, and 
generally all such facts and particulars. as may exhibit the opera- 
tions of the said Association, 

§ 5. The said executive committee sjiall have power, during 
the minority of any of the persons so committed to the said work- 
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house, to bind ont the said persoDS, so being minors as aforesaid, 
as apprentices or servants, with their consent, during their min- 
ority, to such persons, and at such places, to learn such proper 
trades and employments, as in their judgment will be most condu- 
cive to their reformation and amendment, and future benefit and 
advantage of such persons. 

§ 6. The said executive committee, by such committees as they 
shall from time to time appoint, shall have power, and it shall be 
their duty, to visit, inspect, and examine all the prisons in the 
State, and annually report to the Legislature their state and 
condition, and all such other things in regard to them as may 
enable the Legislature to perfect their government and discipline. 
And to enable them to execute the powers and perform the duties 
' hereby granted and imposed, they shall possess all the powers 
and authority, that by the twenty-fourth section of title first, 
chapter third, part fourth of the revised statutes, are vested in 
^ . the inspectors of county prisons ; and the duties of the keepers 
of each prison that they may examine, shall be the same in rela« 
tion to them as, in the section aforesaid, are imposed on the 
keepers of ^uch prisons in relation to the inspectors thereof; 
Provided^ that no such examination or inspection of any prison 
shall be made, until an order for that purpose, to be granted by 
the chancellor of this State, or of one of the judges of the Supreme 
Court, or by a vice-chancellor or circuit judge, or by the first 
judge of the county in which the prison to be examined shall be 
situated, shall first have been had and obtained, which order 
shall specify the name of the prison to be examined, the names 
of the persons, members of the said Association, by whom the 
examination is to be made, and the time within which the same 
must be concluded. 

■ 

State of New To&k, > 
In Senate, May g^ 1846. \ 

This bill having been read the third time^ and two-tbirds of 

all the members elected to the Senate voting in favor thereof, 

Resolved^ That the bill do pass. 

By order of the Senate. 

A. GARDNER, President 
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State of New York, > 
In Assembly, ^pril 24, 1846.)^ 

This bill haviDg been read the third time, and two-thirds of 

all the members elected to the Assembly voting in favor thereof, 

Resolved, That the bill do pass. 

By order of the Assembly. 

WM. C. GRAIN, Speaker. 

Approved this 9th day of May, 1846. 

SILAS WRIGHT. 

State of New York, ? 
Secretary's Office. ) 

I have compared the preceding with an original law on file in 
this office, and do certify that the same is a correct transcript 
therefrom, and of the whole of said original. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto affixed the seal of this 
office at the city of Albany, the fifteenth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand .eight hundred and forty-six. 

[l. s.] ARCH'D CAMPBELL, Dep. Sec. of State. 

Revised Statutes.— Parf/F, Chapter 3, Title 1. 

§ 24. It shall be the duty of the keepers of each of the said 
prisons to admit the said inspectors, or any one of them, into every 
part of such prison; to exhibit to them pn demand, alllhe books, 
papers, documents, and accounts pertaining to the prison, or 
to the persons confined therein ; and to render them every other 
facility in their power, to enable them to discharge the duties 
above prescribed. And for the purpose of obtaining the neces- 
sary information, to enable them to make such report as is above 
required,^the said inspectors shall have power to examine on 
oath, to be administered by either of the said inspectors, any of 
the officers of the said prison, and to converse with any of the 
prisoners confined therein, without the presence of the keepers 
thereof, or any of them. 
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